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COLLECTIONS 

OF    THE 

MASSACHUSETTS   HISTORICAL    SOCIETY, 

For  the  Year  1801. 


Remarks  upon  Remarks,  etc.  in  the  first  page  of 
the  seventh  volume  of  the  historical  collec- 
TIONS. 

TO  blame  a  work  confeffedly  unfiniflied,  becaufe  it  did 
not  produce  its  authorities,  is  certainly  wrong,  un- 
lefs  the  author's  intentions  are  declared.  So  far  was  it 
from  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  conceal  them,  that  lie 
had  a&ually  prepared  a  lift  of  them,  and  even  a  review  of 
them,  that  the  world  might  judge  of  the  value  he  put  m> 
on  them.  As  to  the  danger  of  rendering  the  Inftitution 
accountable  for  any  errors,  there  was  no  reader  fo  ignorant 
as  to  imagine,  that  when  he  faw  one  man's  name  at  the 
head  of  a  paper,  the  accountablenefs  belonged  to  another. 
The  truth  is,  the  work  was  handed  in  feparate  meets,  and 
the  notes  could  not  be  attached  to  them.  To  be  told  that 
perfonalities  are  fuppreffed  in  a  matter  of  mere  hiftory,  is 
to  publiih  that  the  whole  is  the  work  of  an  enemy  ;  and 
after  fuch  a  declaration,  we  cannot  exped  a  very  happy 
attempt  at  truth  or  candour.  The  authorities  are  fadly  ai- 
fociated,  as  living  near  the  times.  Inilead  of  the  court  re- 
cords, and  the  records  of  Salem,  and  the  works  printed  in 
the  Controverfy,  we  are  referred  to  Morton,  who  lived  in 
another  colony,  and  Cotton  Mather,  whole  grandfather 
had  not  then  reached  America,  and  whofe  father  was  not 
born.  We  then  come  down,  in  the  fame  family,  to 
Hutchinfon,  in  our  own  times,  and  find  at  laft,  Hubbard, 
B        [1801]  of 
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of  the  next  generation  to  that  we  are  to  examine.  Thefe 
names  are  thrown  together  to  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe  as 
perfonalities. 

The  iubject.  of  the  Remark,  is  the  character  of  Mr.  Roger 
Williams,  which  we  are  to  vindicate  from  the  afperlions 
of  his  adverfaries.  The  character  was  penned  with  great 
deliberation,  and  without  any  prepofTeffion,  and  admits  of 
an  ample  vindication.  To  underfland  the  controverfy,  we 
muft  examine  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  The  fettle- 
ments  had  juft.  begun,  the  government  had  juft  ahumed 
its  form,  the  laws  had  not  been  enacted,  and  the  feat  of 
government  had  not  been  fixed.  It  was  the  unhappinefs 
of  Mr.  Williams  to  decide,  that  the  government  did  not 
depend  on  the  patent,  nor  the  church  upon  the  govern- 
ment. Thefe  were  the  great  errors  into  which  he  fell ; 
but  thefe  were  points  which  Penn  better  defined,  or  rather 
admitted,  free  from  any  local  controverfy,  and  by  which 
he  gained  immortality.  To  convince  us  of  the  import- 
ance of  thefe  queftions,  we  fhould  remember,  that  at  the 
fame  time  Georges  projected  a  plan  of  a  general  govern- 
ment, and  that,  on  the  next  year  after  the  controverfy 
ended,  Winthrop  was  ordered  to  return  his  patent ;  and 
we  ought  alfo  to  remember,  that  Winthrop  and  the  fet- 
tlers  did  not  form  their  government  from  the  patent. 

In  Ihort,  in  confequence  of  thefe  opinions,  Mr.  Williams 
was  obliged  to  leave  his  charge  and  retire  to  Plymouth, 
but  foon  was  induced  to  return  to  Salem,  with  new  friends 
who  had  joined  him.  Morton,  who  lived  in  the  Old  Col- 
ony, fays  he  ftaid  three  years  ;  Mather,  about  two,  and 
truth,  not  one  year.  Upon  his  return,  he  at  firft  content- 
ed himfelf  with  preaching,  and  accepted  no  office  ;  but  at 
laft  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  become  the  Teacher  of  the 
Church  of  Salem.  This  fo  incenfed  the  men,  who  had 
occafioned  the  former  feparation,  that  defperate  meafures 
-were  adopted  to  feparate  him  from  his  charge.  Every  ex- 
pedient was  ufed  for  this  purpofe  ;  books  and  papers  were 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  church  ;  preachers  were  fent 
into  his  charge  ;  injurious  reports  were  fpread  ;  and,  as 
Governor  Winthrop  honeftly  confeffes,  that  the  claims  of 
land  were  refufed  to  the  people  becaufe  they  chofe  him  ; 
and  even  their  deputies  were  refufed  by  the  government. 

Williams 
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Williams  fays,  that  his  life  was  in  danger,  by  his  exceffive 
labours  ;  preaching  thrice  a  week,  by  labours  night  and 
day  in  the  field,  and  by  travels  night  and  day  to  go  and 
return  from  court. 

But  could  a  man  who  faid,  as  Governor  Winthrop  af- 
fures  us,  that  he  wrote  only  for  private  friends  on  the  pa- 
tent, and  would  burn  the  writings  with  his  own  hands  to 
quiet  the  public  fears,  be  charged  with  obftinacy  ?  Did 
not  his  friends  fend  Delegates  to  the  government  ?  Could 
clofe  communion  be  oppofed  to  it  ?  Did  not  the  govern- 
ment admit  that  it  might  be  lawfully  granted  ?  Did  he 
not  obey  every  fumnions  ?  Did  he  not  appear  ready  to 
defend  his  caufe  at  every  opportunity  ?  If  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  all  the  churches,  did  not  the  government  give  the 
example,  and  was  it  any  thing  unufual  at  this  time  ?— - 
There  was  a  meeting  of  this  kind  by  letter  from  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  fame  year. 

As  to  the  fneer  at  his  piety,  his  piety  was  fo  well  known 
that  Mr.  Cotton  reproaches  Williams  "  that  he  held  him- 
felf  acknowledged,  godly  and  beloved"  Such  a  fneer  muft 
have  been  indulged  from  fome  public  opinion.  The  peo- 
ple of  Salem  were  pious,  if  any  were  fo,  and  after  all  the 
reports,  Cotton  gives  it  as  his  opinion  in  their  lavour,  that 
they  never  did  feparate  from,  the  churches  ;  it  muft  then 
have  been  only  a  threatening.  This  church  had  this  high 
opinion.  And  that  the  magiftrates  had  an  opinion  of  their 
iincerity,  the  officer  may  atteft,  "  who  denies  that  he 
thought  Mr.  Williams  fick,  and  that  the  warrant  did  not 
oblige  him  to  go  that  night,  but  that  he  had  learnt  the  con- 
courfe  to  him  tncreafing^  provoked  the  magiftrates."  So  he 
was  hurried  into  banifhment. 

As  to  his  having  never  been  forfaken.  If  the  fubmiffion 
of  the  church  to  the  acl:  of  difmiffion,  be  a  proof,  then  his 
firft  feparation  is  a  proof.  Yet  they  loved  him  well  enough 
to  recal  him  when  they  dared,  and  with  all  that  caution 
which  exprefles  intereft  and  affection.  It  may  be  affirmed 
that  better  proofs  cannot  exift  of  the  permanent  effect  of 
opinion  and  character,  than  are  to  be  found  in  Salem  for 
a  century.  They  ufed  the  greateft  caution  about  the  au- 
thority of  the  fynods,  and  dared  even  to  queftion  the  right 
of  prior  choice  in  the  church,  of  the  minifter  j    and  as 
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foon  as  they  heard  of  Perm's  purchafe,  they  purchafed 
their  lands  of  fuch  Indians  as  they  could  find,  though  fifty 
years  afterwards,  ftill  remembering  the  doctrine  of  the 
patent.  We  repeat  then  all  our  affertions.  As  to  the  re* 
fufal  of  the  freeman's  oath,  it  was  a  confequent  affair.-— 
He  was  one  of  the  freemen  before  May,  1 63 1  ;  and  his 
name  is  on  the  lift  of  one  hundred  and  eight,  at  that  time. 
As  to  his  feparation,  it  is  eafily  explained  by  Governor 
Winthrop  ;  for  he  fays,  after  the  fubmiflion  of  Salem,  mofi 
cf  them  held  Williams's  opinion,  though  only  a  few  applk 
ed  for  liberty  of  clofe  communion.  And  what  is  this  but 
a  confeffion,  that  the  fubmiflion  was  political,  and  there- 
fore fuch  as  his  true  friends  would  never  afk  of  him  ? 

The  candid  man  will  find  that  Williams  was  the  fore* 
runner  of  Penn  in  this  weftern  world.  He  had  as  hard  a 
fate.  But  like  Penn,  after  all  he  fuffered,  he  is  immortal, 
He  was  a  father  of  a  free  colony,  and  even  in  this  genera- 
tion his  name  is  bleffed. 

P.  S.  As  the  merit  of  Mr.  Williams  has  been  queftion^ 
ed,  it  may  be  agreeable  to  hear  him  fpeaking  for  himfelf. 
**  I  did  not  affent  to  the  church,  becaufe  undue  influence 
was  ufed  to  intimidate  them,  contrary  to  their  firft  affent 
or  inclination  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  church  and  admoni- 
tion was  not  to  defert  my  miniftry.  Some  gentlemen, 
who  confented  to  the  fentence  againft  me,  folemnly  tefti- 
iied  with  tears,  that  they  did  it  by  the  advice  and  counfel 
of  Mr.  Cotton,  who  fays,  "  if  he  did  counfel  one  or  two,  it 
would  not  argue  the  ad  of  the  magiftrate  !"  This  good 
man,  after  his  banifhment,  fent  notice  next  year  of  the 
dangers  from  the  natives,  and  faved  the  colony,  which  en- 
joyed, from  this  feafonable  interpofition,  a  quiet  of  forty 
years.  Where  fhall  we  find  more  true  virtue,  more  gen- 
erous forgivenefs,  or  a  greater  public  benefactor  ?  Had 
Governor  Winthrop  been  at  liberty  to  concur  with  Endicot, 
and  not  have  been  deterred  by  the  competition  of  Bofton 
and  Salem,  Williams  would  have  lived  and  died  in  Salem.* 

*  For  the  future,  no  remarks  of  a  polemick  nature  will  be  publiflied 
in  this  work.  Thefe  volumes  are  not  calculated  even  for  hifiorical  con- 
troverfy. 

The  book,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  fubjedtive  to  a  review  ;  and  there  are 
many  publications  more  proper  for  the  critick  to  difplay  his  acumen,  and 
to  diftribute  either  praife  or  cenfure.  As  the  Remarks  upon  the  Hiftory 
cf  Salem  were  admitted,  it  is  but  juft  to  give  place  to  the  author's  reply. 
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The  historical  Account  of  John  Eliot,  the  first 
Minister  of  the  Church  in  Roxbury.  Collect- 
ed FROM  MANUSCRIPTS,  AND  BOOKS  PUBLISHED  THE 
LAST    CENTURY.      By    ONE    OF    THE    MEMBERS    OF    THE 

Historical  Society, 

THE  firil  fettlers  of  New-England  were  a  pious  and 
hardy  race.  The  miniflers  of  religion  were  equally 
refpectable  for  their  learning,  for  their  activity 9  and  their 
zeal.  Among  them,  John  Eliot,  commonly  called  the 
Apoflle  to  the  Indians,  exhibited  more  lively  traits  of  an 
extraordinary  character  than  we  find  in  moil  ages  of  the 
church,  or  in  moll  chriflian  countries.  He,  who  could 
prefer  the  American  wildernefs  to  the  pleafant  fields  of 
Europe,  was  ready  to  wander  through  this  wildernefs  for 
the  fake  of  doing  good.  To  be  active  was  the  delight  of 
his  foul ;  and  he  went  to  the  hovels  which  could  not  keep 
out  the  wind  and  rain,  where  he  laboured  inceffantly 
among  the  aboriginals  of  America,  though  his  popular  tal- 
ents gave  him  a  diftinclion  among  the  firil  divines  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  at  a  time  that  the  magiftrates  and  all  the  people 
held  the  clergy  in  peculiar  honour,, 

We  know  but  little  of  his  connections  before  he  left  his 
native  country.  He  was  born  in  England,  A.  D.  1604. 
There  is  nojthing  related  of  his  parents,  except  that  they 
gave  him  a  liberal  education,  and  were  exemplary  for 
their  piety  ;«— -for  this  their  memory  is  precious. 

"  I  do  fee,"  fays  this  excellent  man,  "  that  it  was  a 
great  favour  of  God  to  me  that  my  firft  years  were  fea- 
foned  with  the  fear  of  God,  the  word  and  prayer/'  Is 
there  not  fufScient  encouragement  to  educate  ingenuous 
youth,  and  imprefs  the  tender  heart  with  leffons  of  wif- 
dom,  to  think  they  will  fhed  tears  of  grateful  fenfibility 
on  our  fepulchres  ? 

When  Mr.  Eliot  left  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  he 
himfelf  became  a  teacher  %  and  while  he  led  children  and 
youth  into  the  paths  of  virtue,  acquired  alfo  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  human  heart.  At  this  time  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  hearing  the  venerable  Hooker  ?  and  never  loft 
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the  ferious  impreffions  which  he  received  under  his  preach- 
ing ;  to  him  he  was  always  attached,  as  well  as  to  his 
mode  of  adminiftering  the  order  of  the  churches. 

In  the  year  1 63 1 ,  Mr.  Eliot  arrived  at  Bofton  ;  and  the 
fucceeding  year,  November  5,  1632,  was  fettled  as  Teacher 
of  the  Church  in  Roxbury.  Governor  Winthrop  fays, 
"  Mr.  John  Eliot,  a  member  of  Bofton  congregation,  whom 
the  company  intended  prefently.  to  call  to  the  office  of 
teacher,  was  called  to  be  a  teacher  to  the  company  at  Rox- 
bury ;  and  though  Bofton  laboured  all  they  could,  both 
with  the  congregation  at  Roxbury  and  with  Mr.  Eliot 
himfelf,  alledging  their  want  of  him,  and  the  covenant  be- 
tween them,  yet  he  could  not  be  diverted  from  accepting 
the  call  at  Roxbury  ;  fo  he  was  difmiffed." 

When  Mr.  Eliot  came  to  Bofton,  the  preceding  year, 
there  was  no  minifter  at  the  Firft  Church.  Mr.  Wilfon 
had  gone  to  England,  and  the  religious  fervice  was  carried 
on  by  Governor  Winthrop,  Mr.  Dudley,  and  Mr.  Nowel, 
the  ruling  elder.  Mr.  Hubbard  fays  thefe  men  accepted 
the  charge,  "  knowing  well  that  the  princes  of  Judah,  in 
king  Hezekiah's  reign,  were  appointed  to  teach  the  people 
out  of  the  lav/  of  God." 

Mr.  Wilfon  left  Bofton  the  latter  end  of  March,  1631. 
Mr.  Eliot  arrived  November  following,  with  the  Govern- 
or's lady  and  fixty  other  perfons,  in  the  {hip  Lyon.  He 
immediately  joined  the  Firft  Church,  and  preached  with 
them  till  he  fettled  at  Roxbury.  Had  he  accepted  the  call 
from  the  Firft  Church,  it  might  have  been  happy  for  the 
people  ;  but  rnoft  probably  the  great  work  which  he  after- 
wards undertook,  would  not  have  been  devifed,  and  for 
this  he  was  very  peculiarly  qualified.  But  had  the  con- 
nection taken  place,  thofe  animofities  might  have  been  pre- 
vented, which  afterwards  divided  the  church,  baniftied 
the  chriftian  fpirit  from  their  councils,  and  difturbed  the 
whole  community.  Mr.  Cotton,  who  was  called  to  be 
their  teacher,  was  a  learned  and  excellent  man,  but  opin- 
ionated ;  countenanced  Wheelwright,  Mrs.  Hutchinfon, 
and  others,  who  were  fprea&ing  antinomian  errors  through 
all  the  churches.  The  paftor,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Governor  Win- 
throp, and  Mr.  Dudley,  fupported  and  defended  the  prin- 
ciples and  practices  of  the  churches  before  this  fanatical 
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woman,  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  came  into  the  country.  With 
them  were  the  minifters  and  people  of  the  other  congre- 
gations ;  but  Vane  was  governor,  a  hot-brained  enthufiaft, 
and  under  his  wing  Mr.  Cotton  carried  on  the  oppoiition 
againft  the  pallor  ;  the  church  was  divided  ;  mutual  cen- 
fures  palled  between  the  brethren,  and  every  thing,  efpe- 
cially  their  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  wore  a  moft  gloomy  afpech 
Amidft  this  melancholy  kind  of  embarraffment,  the  pru- 
dence and  good  fenfe  of  Governor  Winthrop  were  con- 
fpicuous.  Such  abilities  and  fo  much  candour  as  he  pof- 
felfed  were  abfolutely  neceifary  for  the  times. 

The  prior  engagement  of  Mr.  Eliot  to  fettle  with  the 
people  at  Roxbury,  who  came  over  with  him  in  the  fame 
ihip,  and  to  whom  he  was  warmly  attached,  was  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  his  friends  of  the  church  in  Bofton,  and  they 
gave  him  a  regular  difmiffion.  He  was  accordingly  united 
with  the  church  at  Roxbury  as  their  teacher,  and  Mr. 
Welde  was  called  the  next  year  to  be  their  paftor.  They 
lived  in  much  harmony  ;  and  under  their  miniftry  the 
town  grew  and  flourifhed  ; — it  ftill  retains  a  rank  of  dis- 
tinction among  the  beft  places  in  the  environs  of  the  me- 
tropolis. 

In  the  year  1641,  Mr*  Welde  was  fent  to  England  as 
agent  for  the  Province,  where  he  continued  till  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  Me  then  loft  his  living  (at  Gatefend  in  the 
bifhoprick  of  Durham)  with  the  other  ejected  minifters  5 
but  he  did  not  return  again  to  New-England.  Mr.  Welde 
and  Mr.  Eliot  happily  coalefced  in  fentiment,  were  both 
firm  in  the  congregational  intereft,  and  equally  firm  in  op- 
pofing  the  errors  of  antinomianifm.  There  is  a  book  now 
extant — Welde9 s  Short  Story  of  the  rife,  reign ,  and  ruin  of  the 
antinomians,  families,  and  libertines,  that  infected  the  churches. 
It  is  a  fcarce  and  curious  book ;  but  while  it  points  out 
the  extravagances  of  their  opinions  and  conduct,  it  mows 
that  in  the  bitternefs  of  difpute,  a  pious  author  may  not 
know  what  fpirit  he  is  of. 

The  trial  of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  is  a  precious  document 
for  thofe  who  would  know  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and 
principles  of  our  fathers.  And  we  may  here  learn  fome- 
thing  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Eliot.  He,  with  feveral 
other  minifters,  had  vifited  her,  converged  freely  upon  re- 
ligious 
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ligious  fubjects,  and  expoftulated  with  her  concerning 
things  which  were  become  matters  of  notoriety  ;  efpecially 
her  manner  of  cenfuring  the  minifters  of  the  Plantation  : 
all  of  whom  fhe  condemned,  except  Mr.  Cotton,  or  Wheel- 
wright. The  fpiritual  tone  of  her  mind  was  difcovered 
in  this  converfation  ;  nor  could  the  apparatus  of  the  judi- 
cial court,  and  the  voice  of  the  magiftrates,  when  fhe  was 
before  their  tribunal,  and  who  fet  themfelves  in  array 
againft  her  principles,  make  her  mind.  She  was  not  to 
be  foftened  by  perfuafion,  nor  moved  by  terror.  The 
Roxbury  divines  were  fwift  witneffes  againft  her.  Nor 
was  their  zeal  tempered  with  much  condefceniion  or  kind- 
nefs.  For  prejudices  are  not  always  the  effufions  of  a  weak 
mind.  Great  and  worthy  men  manifeft  fometimes  that 
they  are  influenced  by  them.  When  Mr.  Eliot  and  his 
colleague  gave  their  teftimony,  fhe  denied  that  they  gave 
an  accurate  or  true  report.  Being  afked  what  fhe  did  fay3 
fhe  would  give  no  direct  anfwer,  till  they  were  put  upon 
oath.  Her  object  was  to  convict  them  of  falfehood,  al- 
though  there  were  feveral  other  minifters  befide  the  gen- 
tlemen we  have  mentioned,  all  of  whom  joined  in  the 
fame  report.  She  relied,  however,  on  Mr.  Cotton's  evi- 
dence, and  the  affiftance  of  the  magiftrates  who  were  her 
friends,  and  earneft  in  the  caufe.  Cunning  as  well  as  fa- 
natical, fhe  by  her  mucK  quibbling  puzzled  the  court  ; 
and  fhe  had  well  digefted  her  means  of  defence.  It  was 
a  fortunate  circumftance  that  Mr.  Eliot  had  written  down 
the  converfation  which  he  and  the  other  minifters  had 
with  this  woman  ;  and  bringing  forward  thefe  memor- 
anda, he  was  able  to  fhow  their  confiftency,  if  not  their 
candour.  "  We  defire  to  know  of  her,"  faid  he,  "  and 
her  witneffes,  what  they  deny  ;  and  then  we  will  fpeak 
upon  oath.  I  know  nothing  that  we  have  fpoken  of,  but 
what  we  may  fwear  to." 

There  is  fome  propriety  in  glancing  at  public  affairs  dur- 
ing this  period,  efpecially  what  took  place  at  the  trial  of 
Mrs.  Hutchinfon  ;  for  we  here  learn  Mr.  Eliot's  fentiments 
of  impulfes — thofe  imprejfions  which  influence  the  lives  of 
many  profeffors  of  the  gofpel  beyond  any  moral  principles, 
and  which  are  not  confined  to  one  feci:  or  denomination 
Of  chriftians.    Mrs,  Hutchinfon  feid,  in  the  courfe  of  her 
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trial,  that  flie  knew  God  /pake  to  her,  juft  as  Abraham  knetv 
that  it  ivas  the  command  of  Heaven  to  facrifice  Ifaac. 

Thus  we  fee  the  propriety  of  connecting  faith  and  rea- 
fon,  or  we  cannot  properly  defcribe  the  chnftian's  hope :  for 
we  often  find  people,  who  are  not  obliged  to  anfwer  before 
a  court,  yet  have  much  the  fame  idea  of  the  witnefs  of 
the  fpirit,  which  in  this  age  caufed  fo  much  confuflon* 
It  is  very  difficult  to  difcriminate  between  their  impreffions 
and  particular  revelations.  When  a  paifage  was  quoted 
from  one  of  Mr.  Hooker's  fermons,  to  juftify  her  manner 
of  fpeaking,  Mr.  Eliot  infilled  upon  it  publicly  that  it  was 
Contrary  to  Mr.  Hooker's  mind  and  judgment.  He  alfo 
expreiTed  his  opinion  againil  impulfes  fo  firongly,  as  to  of- 
fend others,  and  even  draw  a  moderate  reproof  from  his 
old  friend,  Governor  Winthrop.  "  I  fay  there  is  an  ex~ 
pe&ation  of  things  promifed  ;  but  to  have  a  particular 
revelation  of  things,  as  they  mail  fall  out,  there  is  no  fuck 
thing  in  the  fcripture."  The  worthy  magiftrate  obferved 
Upon  this—"  We  muft  not  limit  the  word  of  God." 

The  famous  Hugh  Peters  gave  his  oath  with  Mr.  Welde 
and  Mr.  Eliot,  and  related  the  converfatiqn  which  was  faid 
to  be  exactly  as  others  had  teftified  upon  their  word—that 
Mrs.  Ann  Hutchinfon  declared  Mr.  Cotton  preached  a  covenant 
of  grace,  and  the  other  miriifters  a  covenant  of  works.  Mr- 
Eliot  further  added,  u  I  do  remember  this  alfo,  that  ihe 
faid  we  were  not  able  and  faithful  minifters  of  the  new 
covenant,  becaufe  we  were  like  the  apoftles  before  the  a£« 
ceniion."  The  remit  of  this  trial  is  well  known.  The 
errors  of  that  unhappy  woman  ought  not  to  have  caufed 
her  banilhment,  nor  even  her  hard  fpeeches  to  have  pro- 
voked the  angry  return  me  received.  Whatever  were  her 
faults,  her  tragical  end  has  excited  the  companion  of  many 
even  of  her  moil:  pointed  enemies,  and  made  them  forget 
all  her  excentricities. 

Before  Mr.  Eliot  left  England  he  had  formed  a  connec- 
tion with  a  lady  who  foon  after  came  over  to"  America, 
and  they  were  married  in  Bofton.  With  this  amiable,  vir- 
tuous and  fenfible  woman  he  palled  the  journey  of  life. 
She  was  the  tender  companion  of  his  youth,  and  Ihe  lived 
to  be  the  ftaff  of  his  bid  age. 

In  the  year  1639,  there  was  an  agreement  among  the 
C         [  1 801 J  magiftrates 
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magiflrates  and  minifters  to  fet  afide  the  pfalms  then  prin* 
ted  at  the  end  of  their  bibles,  and  fing  one  more  congenial 
to  their  ideas  of  religion.  Mr.  Welde,  Mr.  Eliot,  and  Mr. 
Richard  Mather,  were  felecled  to  make  a  metrical  tranfla- 
tion.  Every  good  Hebrewician  is  not  a  poet,  and  the  tafle 
for  poetry  is  not  the  fame  with  every  generation.  When 
we  read  the  New-England  Pfalms  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  our 
fathers  were  without  taile,  or  had  namufic  in  their  fouls, 
becaufe  We  are  not  ravifhed,  as  m  reading  the  more  tune- 
ful ftanzas  of  Watts,  or  the  charming  poetry  of  Addifon. 
At  that  time,  the  only  verfions  of  the  Pfalms  were  by 
Ainfworth,  by  the  Scotch  Prefbyterians,  or  the  more  fa- 
mous metrical  tranflation  by  Sternhold  and  Hopkins.— 
When  we  fpeak  of  the  New-England  verfon,  let  h  be  com- 
pared with  thefe,  and  we  mall  not  be  fo  much  furprifed 
that  they  paffed  through  twenty  editions,  The  old  church/ 
of  Plymouth  did  not  receive  them  till  the  latter  part  of 
the  century.  They  had  a  veneration  for  Ainfworth,  whofe 
character  in  Holland  they  well  remembered,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  greateft  fcholars  the  Puritans  had  to  boaft  of. 
But  all  the  other  churches  in  New-England  adopted  the 
verfions  which  thefe  divines  made.  They  were  continued 
In  many  churches  within  the  memory  of  the  prefent  gen- 
eration ;  and  flnce  the  American  revolution,  there  have  been 
fome  people  who  reluctantly  exchanged  them  for  verfions 
more  adapted  to  the  improvements  which  hare  been  made 
in  muftcal  compolitions  and  poetic  arrangements. 

We  are  told  by  our  early  writers,  that  the  Pfalms  in  their 
prefent  form  were  mucli  altered  for  the  better  by  Mr, 
Dunfter,  Prefident  of  Harvard  College,  a  very  accomplished 
fcnolar,  who  completed  the  tranflation  and  the  metre.  It 
feemsthat  the  minifters  who  undertook  the  work  did  not 
give  fatisfaclion  to  other  divines,  who  might  perhaps  feel 
the  flight,  thinking  that  they  ought  to  be  among  the 
poets.     Mr.  Shepherd,  of  Cambridge,  thus  addreffes  them  : 

*  Ye  Roxbury  poets,  keep  clear  of  the  crime 
Of  miffing  to  give  us  very  ^ood  rhyme  ; 
And  you  of  Dorchefter,  your  verfes  lengthen, 
But  with  the  texts  own  words,  you  will  them  ftrengthen. 

It  was  refenting  the  thing  in  metre  with  a  witnefs. 

This- 

*  i^agnalia.    Life  of  DunJfteE 
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This  narration,  concerning  the  New-England  Pfalms,  is 
not.  introduced  to  gain  any  particular  credit  to  the  Subje.il 
of  the  Memoirs,  nor  is  it  fuppofed  that  the  reputation  of 
moralifts  and  divines  depends  upon  their  tafte  for  poetry  ; 
but  only  mentioned  as  an  event  in  his  life,  and  to  fhow 
how  ready  he  was  to  every  good  work  affigned  him. 

We  fiiali  turn  our  attention  from  a  part  of  his  pious  la- 
bours, where  few  of  any  age  have  given  vivid  colours  to 
their  literary  excellence  ;  and  contemplate  the  more  im- 
portant fcenes  of  his  life,  where  lie  has  a  real  diftinctioa 
and  character  among  the  Angels  of  the  churches,  and  a  name 
to  live  not  only  on  earth,  but  with  thofe  good  and  faithful 
fervants  that  have  entered  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord.  He 
has  been  frequently  ftyled  an  Evan gelift— the  Apoflle  of 
America,  which  touched  his  modefty  when  he  heard  it,  and 
which  he  defired  might  not  be  fixed  upon  him  ;  but  it 
has  been  by  European  writers  as  well  as  the  people  of 
America. 

He  certainly  was  the  moft  fuccefsful  Miffidnary  that  ever 

I  preached  the  Gofpel  to  the  Indians.  His  prudence  and 
?eal,  his  patience,  refolution,  activity  and  knowledge  of 
mankind,  were  equally  confpicuous.  Many  have  done 
worthily  in  this  benevolent  work  ;  but  if  we  unite  an  apt 
method  of  applying  the  truths  of  Chriftianity  to  the  minds 
of  the  heathen  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  labours,  he  far  ex- 
celled them  all.  He  likewife  claims  a  very  peculiar  charac- 
ter, as  being  the  firft.  Proteflant  Miniiier  who  diffufed  the 
beams  of  evangelical  truth  among  the  wild  nations  of  this 
benighted  part  of  the  globe.  The  tribes  that  roamed 
through  the  defarts  became  dear  to  him,  like  his  own  peo- 
ple, and  he  often  forfook  the  charms  of  civilized  and  culti- 
vated fociety,  to  relide  with  men9  who  were  not  only  unac- 
quainted with  every  thing  called  urbanity,  but  who  wanted 
comfortable  means  of  fubiiftence  ;  with  whom  he  would 
affociate  days  and  weeks  to  inftrucl;  them  in  divine  things — ■ 
and  alfo  acquaint  them  how  they  could  improve  their  con- 
dition upon  the  earth.  He  partook  with  them  their  hard 
fare,  with  locks  wet  with  the  dews  of  the  night,  and  expofed 
to  attacks  from  the  beafts  of  the  forefls  ;  or  to  their  fpears 
and  arrows  who  were  fiercer  than  wolves,  and  more  terrible 
ia  their  howling.    None  of  thefe  things  moved  him,  but 

he 
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he  was  more  collected  as  he  was  in  the  face  of  danger  % 
—-like  a  brave  foldier,  he  fought  the  good  fight  of  faiths 
bearing  every  fufFering  with  cheerfulnefs,  and  every  pain 
with  refignation. 

When  our  Indian  Apoftle  began  his  million,  there  were 
about  feventeen  or  twenty  tribes  within  the  limits  of  the 
Englifh  planters.  But  thefe  tribes  were  not  large,  and 
hardly  to  be  diftinguifhed  ;  for  their  manners,  language, 
and  religion  were  the  fame.  The  Majfachufetts  language, 
in  which  he  translated  the  bible  and  feveral  practical  trea- 
tifes,  would  ferve  the  purpofe  of  a  miflionary.  The  firft 
thing  he  did  was  to  learn  this  language  of  the  people,  and 
then  he  could  preach  without  the  medium  of  an  interpre- 
ter, which  is  likely  to  caufe  miftakes, — and  fometimes  in 
material  points.  An  old  Indian,  who  could  fpeak  Englifh, 
was  taken  into  his  family,  and  by  converging  freely  with 
him  he  learnt  to  talk  it,  and  foon  was  able  to  reduce  it  to 
fome  method,  and  became  at  laft  fo  much  matter  of  it,  as 
to  publifh  a  grammar,  which  is  printed  in  fome  editions  of 
the  Indian  bibles. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1646,  he  began  to  preach  to, 
the  neighbouring  Indians.  His  firft  difcourfe  was  from 
Ezekiel  xxxvii.  9.  "  Then  faid  he  unto  me,  prophecy 
unto  the  wind  ;  prophecy.,  fon  of  man,  and  fay  unto  the 
wind,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Come  from  the  four 
winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe  upon  thefe  flain,  that  they 
might  live.  So  I  prophecied  as  he  had  commanded  me, 
and  the  truth  came  unto  them,  and  they  lived,  and  flood 
upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding  great  army."  Their  mode 
of  worlhip  is  thus  described  :*  After  a  fhort  prayer,  he 
xehearfed  and  explained  the  ten  commandments.  He  then 
defcribed  the  character  of  Chrift  ;  told  them  in  what  man- 
ner he  appeared  on  earth,  where  he  now  is  ;  and  that  he 
would  again  come  to  judgment,  when  the  wicked  mould 
be  punifhefl,  and  the  good  rewarded.  He  fpake  of  the 
creation  and  fall  of  man  ;  then  perfuaded  them  to  repent^ 
to  pray  to  God,  and  own  Chrift  as  their  Saviour.  After 
fermon,  he  defired  the  Indians  to  afk  fuch  queftions  as  oc- 
curred to  their  minds.  One  afked  immediately,  whether 
ye/us  Chri/i  could  underftand  prayers  in  the  Indian  language  ? 
And,  whether  Engltfhmen  were  fo  ignorant  of  fefus  Chrift  as 
*  Vid.  Shepherd,  Mather,  &c.  themfehes  I 
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them/elves  ?  Another  queftion  was,  How  all  the  world  be- 
came  full  of people ',  if  they  were  all  once  drowned  ?  Here  we 
fee  the  language  of  nature.  Other  queftions  difcovered 
more  inquiry,  and  fome  kind  of  fubtlety  in  the  minds  of 
men  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  intirely  ftupid.  Whether,  if 
the  child  be  good,  and  the  parent  naught,  God  will  be  offended 
with  the  child  ;  becaufe  God  faith,  in  the  fecond  commandment, 
that  he  vifits  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  ? 
Again,  How  could  there  be  the  image  of  God,  fince  it  was  for- 
bidden in  the  fame  commandment  f 

Upon  the  nth  of  November,  there  was  another  meet- 
ing, and  a  larger  number  of  Indians  than  firft  appeared. 
Mr.  Eliot  began  with  the  children,  and  afked  them  three 
queftions,  and  taught  them  how  they  mould  anfwer. — - 
Q.  Who  made  you  and  ail  the  world  ?  A.  God.  g.  2. 
Who  do  you  expect  fhall  fave  you  from  fin  and  hell  ? 
A.  Jefus  Chrift.  Q.  3.  How  many  commandments  has 
God  given  you  to  keep  ?  A.  Ten.  Upon  this  occafion 
alfo,  he  informed  them  how  much  Jefus  Chrift  had  done 
for  flnners,  and  that  they  could  not  efcape  if  they  neg- 
lected this  great  falvatiom  His  preaching  appeared  to 
touch  the  heart  of  thefe  poor  beings,  the  untutored  off- 
fpring  of  Adam  ;  and  they  made  ferious  inquiries,  which 
manifefted  a  deiire  after  knowledge.  An  old  man,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  afked.  Whether  it  was  not  too  late  for  him, 
an  old  man  fo  near  death,  to  repent  and  feek  after  God  f  An- 
other afked,  How  the  Englifh  came  to  differ  fo  much  from  the 
Indians  in  their  knowledge  of  God  and  fefus  Chrift,  Jince  they 
all  at  firft  had  but  one  father  ?  Another  inquired,  How  it 
came  to  pafs  that  fea-water  was  fait,  and  river  frejh  ?  An- 
other, That  if  the  water  was  bigger  than  the  earth,  hozv  it 
Omes  to  pafs  that  it  does  not  overflow  the  earth  ?  When  the 
preacher  had  difcuffed  thefe  points  as  well  as  he  was  able, 
they  expreffed  the  fatisfaction  they  received  by  faying,  af- 
ter their  manner,  They  did  much  thank  God  for  his  coming, 
and  for  what  they  had  heard,  which  was  wonderful  news  to 
them. 

It  muft  mow  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  in  this 
worthy  Miffionary,  to  adapt  his  queftions  to  the  Indians., 
fuch  as  we  propofe  to  children  in  their  tender  age  ; — and 
that  thefe  children  of  riper  years  ihould  propofe  queftions, 

which 


%4  The  hifiorical  Account  of 

which  philofophers  of  civilized  nations  have  difputed 
about,,  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  curious.  Their 
minds  were  put  into  an  agreeable  ftate  of  furprife,  whilft 
their  hard  hearts  were  melted  with  the  divine  companions. 

There  were  publications  at  the  time,  with  emphatical 
title-pages,  which  gave  a  particular  account  of  Mr.  Eliot's 
difcourfe^  and  his  talk  with  the  Indians.  One  book  was 
called,  Day -breaking  of  the  Gofpel  in  New-England  \  anoth- 
er,, Shepherd's  clear  Sunfhine  of  the  Gofpel  upon  the  Indians. 
Thefe  were  read  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Neal,  and  perhaps 
by  the  authors  of  the  Univerfal  Hiftcry-*~or  they  may 
quote  from  the  Magnalia,  where  facts  were  ready  to  their 
hand,  though  the  author  is  treated  with  fo  little  refpecl. 

Sometimes  our  laborious  preacher  met  with  oppofition 
from  the  aboriginals.  We  read,  that  going  a  third  time 
to  Nonantum,  he  was  worried  with  the  Powaws,  whom 
he  chofe  to  combat  rather  than  to  avoid. 

The  fachems  likewife  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
obitrucl:  the  work  ;  for  they  thought  that  they  mould  lofe 
their  power  and  influence,  if  men  had  any  other  law  to 
govern  them  than  the  authority  in  their  hands,  and  Mr. 
Eliot  has  been  met  in  the  wildernefs  by  thofe  men  fo  inim- 
ical to  religion  and  threatened  with  every  evil  if  he  made 
any  more  converiions.  But  he  told  them,  "  I  am  about 
the  work  of  the  great  God,  and  he  is  with  me,  fo  that  I 
fear  not  all  the  fachems  of  the  country,  I'll  go  on,  and  do 
you  touch  me  if  you  dare/'  This  was  courage,  fuch  as 
brave  men  have.  They  confider  the  dangers  that  lie  in 
their  way,  and  that  to  overcome  them,  is  not  to  be  afraid, 
With  a  body  capable  of  enduring  fatigue,  and  a  mind  firm 
as  the  mountain  oaks  which  furrounded  the  path  he  trod, 
he  went  from  place  to  place,  and  gathered  flieep  for  the  fold 
of  Chriil,  leading  them  from  dry  places  into  green  pailures, 
and  to  the  pure  ftreams  which  flow  from  the  Fountain  of 
life.  "  Having  firil  entered  upon  the  teaching  of  thefe 
poor  creatures,"  fays  a  writer  of  his  life,  "  it  is  incredible 
how  much  time,  toil,  and  hardlhip,  he  underwent  in  the 
profecution  of  his  undertaking  ;  how  many  weary  days 
and  nights  rolled  over  him  ;  how  many  tirefome  journeys 
he  endured  ;  and  how  many  terrible  dangers  he  expe- 
rienced.   If  you  WQukl  know  what  he  felt,  and  what 
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carried  him  through  all,  take  it  in  his  own  words,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Winflow.  "  I  have  not  been 
dry,  night  or  day,  from  the  third  day  of  the  week  unto 
the  fixth  ;  but  fq  travelled,  and  at  night  pull  off  my  boots, 
wring  my  {lockings,  and  on  with  them  again,  and  fo  con«> 
tinue.  But  God  fleps  in  and  helps*  I  have  confidered 
the  word  of  God,  1  Tim,  ii.  3,  Endure  hardfhip  as  a  good 
foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift."     Mather. 

It  has  been  a  queftion,  whether  the  Indians  muft  be 
civilized  before  they  can  be  converted.  Some  have  faid, 
that  if  they  believe  chriftianity,  the  civilization  will  follow^ 
and  all  that  miffionaries  have  to  do  is  to  tell  them^  Believe 
the  gofpel.  Others  fay,  that  all  attempts  to  convert  them 
in  their  prefent  ftate  are  abfurd,  and  that  the  labour  has 
proved  fruitlefs.  As  foon  as  they  leave  their  fires,  and 
have  confumed  the  provifions  which  pious  perfons  have 
gathered  for  the  good  of  the  body,  while  the  foul  is  to  be 
edified  with  divine  inftruclion,  they  lofe  all  impreffions  of 
ferioufnefs,  though  they  may  retain  fome  favourable  fen* 
timents  towards  the  white  people.  One  feafon  of  hunting 
makes  them  complete  Indians. 

It  was  Mr.  Eliot's  opinion,  that  the  Indians  mould  be 
"  taken  off  from  their  wild  way  of  living/'  and  brought 
into  fome  kind  of  civil  fociety  ;  and  there  is  an  act  of 
the  General  Court  to  this  purpofe,  dated  May  26,  1647  : 

"  Upon  the  information  that  the  Indians  dwelling  among 
us  are  brought  to  fome  kind  of  civility  by  the  miniftry  of 
the  word,  and  are  defirous  to  have  a  court  of  ordinary  judi- 
cature fet  up  among  them  ;  it  is  therefore  ordered  by  the 
authority  of  this  Court,  that  one  or  more  of  the  magif- 
trates  {hall,  once  every  quarter,  keep  a  court  where  the 
Indians  ordinarily  affemble  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  to 
hear  and  determine  all  caufes,  both  civil  and  criminal,  not 
being  capital,  concerning  the  Indians  only  ;  and  that  the 
Indian  fachems  fliall  have  liberty  to  take  orders  in  the  na- 
ture of  fummons,  or  attachments,  to  bring  any  of  their 
people  to  thefe  courts  ;  and  to  keep  a  court  of  themfelves 
every  month,  if  they  fee  occafion,  to  determine  fmall 
caufes  of  a  civil  nature,  and  fuch  fmaller  criminal  caufes  as 
the  magiftrates  fliall  refer  to  them  ;  and  the  faid  fachems 
ifaall  appoint  officers  to  fcrve  warrants*  and  tp  execute  the 

orders 


1 6  The  hlflorical  Account  of 

orders  and  judgments  of  either  of  the  faid  courts  ;  which 
officers  {hall  be  allowed  from  time  to  time  by  the  faid  ma- 
giftrates  in  the  quarter  courts,  or  by  the  governor.  And 
that  all  fines,  impofed  upon  any  of  the  Indians,  in  faid 
courts,  mall  go  and  be  bellowed  towards  building  of  fome 
meeting-houfes  for  the  education  of  their  poorer  children 
in  learning,  or  other  public  ufe,  by  the  advice  of  faid  ma- 
giftrates,  or  of  Mr.  Eliot,  or  fome  other  elder,  who  mail 
ordinarily  inftruct  them  in  true  religion.  And  it  is  the 
defire  of  this  Court,  that  thefe  magiftrates,  or  Mr.  Eliot, 
or  fuch  other  elders,  as  mall  attend  the  keeping  of  faid 
courts,  will  carefully  endeavour  to  make  the  Indians  un~ 
derftand  our  moft  ufeful  laws,  and  the  principles  of  reafon, 
juftice  and  equity,  whereon  they  are  grounded  ;  and  it  is 
defired  that  fome  care  may  be  taken  of  the  Indians  on 
the  Lord's-day." 

There  was  a  town  laid  out,  impaled,  or  feparated  by 
Hone  walls.  They  were  alfo  provided  with  domeftic  uten- 
iils  and  inftruments  of  agriculture,  a  decent  appearance  was 
introduced  in  their  houfes,  and  fome  coniiderable  order  in 
their  manner  of  living.  Several  were  able  to  get  a  comfort- 
able fubfiftence  by  making  bafkets,. brooms,  flaves,  &c.  while 
others  fold  the  wild  berries  and  different  kinds  of  roots, 
and  enjoyed  fome  reward  for  a  very  little  labour.  There 
always  was  a  difference  in  the  tempers  of  Indians  who  went 
upon  hunting  parties,  and  thofe  who  refide  near  ponds  and 
wvers,  and  fell  their  fifh,  and  cultivate  the  ground  ;  if  we 
may  fo  call  the  raifmg  corn  or  a  few  neceffaries.  The  firfl 
never  could  be  civilized.  The  latter,  with  all  the  affiflance 
and  encouragement  from  the  whites,  never  could  or  never 
would  labour  like  other  men. 

Mr.  Neal  tells  us,  that  while  thefe  things  were  done  at 
Noonatomen,  the  Indians  about  Concord  expreffed  their 
defires  of  being  civilized  and  receiving  the  chriftian  faith  £ 
— that  Mr.  Eliot  went  there  and  preached  to  them  ; — that 
he  addreffed  the  Government  for  a  fpot  of  ground  ; — that 
the  fachemsmet  at  Concord,  and  agreed  upon  the  follow* 
ing  laws  for  their  civil  and  religious  government  : 

That  there  fhall  be  90  more  fowawin*  upon  the  penalty 
of  twenty  fhillings. 

Thai; 
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That  whofoever  fhall  be  drunk,  Ihall  forfeit  twenty 
iliillingSo 

That  if  any  be  convicted  of  flealing,  he  fhall  reftore 
four  fold. 

That  whofoever  fhall  prophane  the  fabbath,  he  lhall  pay 
twenty  fhillings. 

That  whofoever  lhall  commit  fornication,  fhall  pay 
twenty  fhillings,  if  a  man,  and  ten  fhillings,  if  a  woman. 

Wilful  murder,  adultery,  and  beafliality,  to  be  punifhed 
with  death. 

None  to  beat  their  wives  upon  the  penalty  of  twenty 
idl  fhillings. 

They  refolved  to  lay  afide  their  howling,  greafing  their 
bodies,  adorning  their  hair ;  and  follow  the  Englifh  fafhions. 

They  agreed  to  pray  in  their  wigwams,  and  to  fay  grace 

before  and  after  meat. Thefe  and  other  orders  they 

agreed  upon,  and  they  were  publiflied. 

Other  churches  were  alfo  planted  by  this  pious  miffionary 
in  the  wildernefs  of  MafTachufetts*  He  left  the  fruit  of  his 
labours  in  many  places.  Whilft.  fome  of  the  fachems  were 
difpofed  to  receive  inftruclion, others  difcovered  a  refentment 
at  his  conduct.  They  found  that  they  loft  their  influence  and 
their  tribute,  and  therefore  oppofed  the  converfion  of  their 
fubjecls.  Mr.  E.  was  the  object  of  their  hatred,  and  they 
would  have  killed  hirn,  but  they  had  a  terror  of  the  Englifh 
people,  and  they  had  a  kind  of  reverence  for  the  charac- 
ter of  the  man,  which  hindered  them  from  carrying  their 
defigns  into  execution  \  or  which,  mingling  with  fome  of 
their  fuperftitious  notions,  kept  in  awe  the  enemies  of  the 
Gofpel,  whether  they  were  Powaws  or  Princes, 

This  worthy  minifter  of  our  divine  religion  went  upon 
his  evangelical  million  every  fortnight,  though  he  fre- 
quently expofed  himfelf  to  perils  from  the  heathen,  and 
while  he  knew  that  fome  of  the  chiefs  were  plotting  his 
deftruciion.    , 

It  cannot  appear  ftrange  to  thofe  who  have  become  ac- 
quainted with  human  nature  from  obfervation,  that  the 
aborigines  of  this  country  fhould  oppofe  the  progrefs  of 
Chriftianity.  Has  it  not  been  a  complaint  of  pious  men 
i  c  other  periods  of  the  world  5 — and  do  we  nc^t  learn  the 
B         [iSqi]  fame 
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fame  thing  from  the  late  efforts  which  have  been  made  i 
Europe  to  convert  the  inhabitants  of  Iflands  in  the  South] 
Sea  ?  We  may  borrow  the  expreflion  of  one  whofe  lips 
were  wet  with  celeftial  dews,  who  faid,  "  Have  any  nation 
changed  their  gods  who  were  no  gods  ?' 

The  fentiment  contained  in  the  words  mow  the  amazing 
power  of  habit.  It  is  difficult  to  civilize  barbarians,  but 
wonderful  that  they  mould  become  Chriftians. 

All  men  have  a  veneration  for  the  religion  of  their  an-': 
ceftors,  and  the  prejudices  of  education  are  infuperable. 
Apply  this  to  the  labours  of  Mr.  Eliot.     A  judicious  hifto- 
rian  thus  fpeaks  of  the  oppofition  he  met  wjth  :f 

The  Indian  princes  and  priefts  looked  upon  him  as  a 
man  who  defigned  to  overturn  their  civil  and  religious 
policy.  The  prince  was  jealous  of  his  prerogative,  and  the 
prieft  of  his  gain  ;  and  fo  both  joined  together  to  oppofe 
the  progrefs  of  the  new  doctrines.  The  Monhegin  Indians 
were  fo  jealous  of  the  General  Court's  influence,  obliging 
them  to  pray  to  God,  that  Uncas,  their  chief  fachem,  went 
to  Hartford  unto  the  General  Court  to  proteft  againft  it. 

Cutfhemoquin,  another  chief,  came  to  the  Indian  lecture 
and  openly  protefted  againft  their  building  a  town  ;  tell- 
ing the  Englifh  that  all  the  fachems  in  the  country  were 
againft  it.  He  was  fo  honeft  as  to  tell  Mr.  Eliot  the  reafon 
of  it  ;  for,  faid  he,  the  Indians  that  pray  to  God  do  not 
pay  me  tribute  as  they  formerly  did  ;  which  was  in  part 
true  :  for  before,  the  fachem  was  abfolute  mafter  of  the 
fubjecl:  ;  their  lives  and  fortunes  being  at  his  difpofaL 
They  now  gave  him  no  more  than  they  thought  rea- 
fonable  ;  but  to  wipe  off  the  reproach  that  Cutfhemoquin 
had  laid  upon  them,  thofe  few  praying  Indians  told  Mr. 
Eliot  what  they  had  done  for  their  fachem  the  two  laft 
years,  leaving  him  to  judge  whether  their  prince  had  any 
reafon  to  complain.  At  one  time,  they  gave  him  twenty- 
iix  bufhels  of  corn,  at  another  time,  fix.  On  two  hunting 
days  they  killed  him  fifteen  deer.  They  alfo  broke  up  two 
acres  of  ground  ;  they  made  him  a  great  houfe,  or  wig- 
wam ;  made  twenty  rods  of  fence  ;  paid  a  debt  for  him, 
three  pounds,  ten  millings.  One  of  them  gave  him  a 
ikin  of  beaver,  two  pounds,  befides  many  days  planting 
*orn  altogether  ;  yea,  they  faid  they  would  do  more,  if 
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he  would  govern  them  juftly  by  the  word  of  God.  But 
the  fachem  fwelled  with  indignation  at  this  unmannerly 
difcourfe  of  one  of  his  vaffals,  turned  his  back  upon  the 
company,  and  went  away  in  a  rage  ;  though,  upon  better 
confideration,  he  himfelf  turned  chriftian  not  long  after. 

In  1651,  an  Indian  town  was  built  on  a  pleafant  fpot 
on  Charles-River,  and  called  Natick.  Here  was  a  houfe 
raifed,  which  ferved  for  a  fchool  and  for  public  worfhip  ; 
and  a  place  was  alfo  provided,  for  the  prophet's  chamber. 
In  the  corner  of  the  room,  Mr.  Eliot  had  his  bed,  and  fre- 
quently made  it  his  lodging.  As  foon  as  they  were  well 
fixed  in  their  habitation,  he  procured  them  certain  privi- 
leges, and  gave  them  a  form  of  government,  fuch  as  we 
find  in  Exodus  xviii.  21.  On  the  6th  of  Auguft,  one 
hundred  met?  and  chofe  one  ruler  of  one  hundred,  two  of 
ifty,  and  ten  of  ten,  and  then  renewed  their  covenant ',  fay* 
ing,  "  We  are  loll  in  Adam,  we  and  our  fathers  have  been 
a  long  time  loft  in  our  fins,  but  now  the  mercy  of  God 
begins  to  find  us  out  again  :  therefore  the  grace  of  God 
helping  us,  we  do  give  ourfelves  and  our  children  to  God  ; 
he  fhall  rule  us  in  all  our  affairs,  not  only  in  religion  and 
the  affairs  of  the  church,  but  alfo  in  all  our  works  and 
affairs  in  this  world  :  God  fhall  rule  over  us,  the  Lord  is 
our  Judge,  our  Lawgiver,  the  Lord  is  our  King,  he  will 
fave  us.  The  wifdom  which  God  hath  taught  us  in  his 
book,  that  fhall  guide  us  and  direct  us  in  the  way.  O 
Jehovah  !  teach  us  wifdom,  to  find  out  thy  wifdom  in  the 
fcriptures  ;  let  the  grace  of  Chrift  help  us,  becaufe  Chrift 
is  the  wifdom  of  God  ;  fend  thy  fpirit  into  our  hearts  and 
let  it  teach  us  ;  Lord  take  us  to  be  thy  people,  and  let  us 
take  thee  to  be  our  God." 

Thefe  and  many  other  things,  Mr.  Eliot  wrote  down, 
which  they  fpake  during  his  friendly  and  paftoral  vifits  to 
them  \  which  he  afterwards  collected  and  publifhed  in  a 
volume,  called  the  Tears  of  the  Indians — or,  Repentance,  &c. 
In  this  book  there  is  the  confeffion  of  Powampum* 
made  in  public  on  a  faft-day. 

The  exhortation  of  Waban,  an  Indian,  and  of  Niffio- 

kou. Thefe  are  preferved  in  Mr.  Eliot's  Letters  to  the 

Corporation  in  London,  as  well  as  in  the  Tears  of  Repentance. 
Several  of  them  are  in  Neal's  Hiftory  of  New-England* 

Concerning 
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Concerning  thefe  fpecimens  of  facred  friendship  and  zeal, 
this  wife  author  fays  :  "  That  they  fhow  the  high  efteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  new  converts.  That  they 
confulted  him  as  their  oracle  in  all  difficult  cafes;  that  they 
loved  him  as  their  lives,  and  would  run  any  hazards  to 
ferve  him.  He  really  deferved  well  of  them,  for  no  man 
ever  took  fuch  pains  in  the  miffionary  work  as  himfelf ; 
his  name  therefore  will  be  mentioned  v/ith  honour  as  long 
as  there  is  a  Chriftian  Indian  in  the  world. 

He  himfelf  tells  us,  "  that  he  had  not,  knowingly  or 
wilfully,  made  their  confeffions  better  than  they  made 
themfelves  ;  but  he  is  verily  perfuaded,  upon  good  grounds, 
that  he  has  rather  rendered  them  weaker  than  he  deliver- 
ed them,  partly  by  miffing  fome  words  of  weight  in  fome 
fentences,  partly  by  abbreviating  fome  paffages,  and  partly 
by  reafon  of  the  different  idioms  of  their  language  and 
ours." 

It  was  not  the  defign  of  the  writer  of  thefe  Memoirs, 
to  exhibit  the  ftate  of  the  Indians,  or  defcribe  their  con- 
verfions  only  as  they  were  connected  with  the  life  of  a 
man,  who  was  fo  converfant  with  them.  In  a  letter, 
which  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  wrote  to  Profeffor  Leufden,  any 
reader  will  fee  the  progrefs  made  in  this  bufinefs  during  the 
ijih  century.  But  it  becomes  us  to  be  more  particular  in 
defcribing  the  church  at  Natick,  the  firft  Indian  church, 
formed  in  1 660.  They  were  incorporated  according  to 
the  manner  of  the  congregational  churches  in  New-Eng- 
land. Mr./ Eliot  was  commiffioned  by  the  church  at  Rox- 
bury  to  adminifier  unto  them  baptifm,  and  the  Lord's- 
flipper. 

The  other  churches  planted  in  Maffachufetts,  of  the 
aboriginal  tribes,  were  branches  of  this  firft  Indian  church. 
They  had  frequently  the  benefit  of  his  labours  ;  but  his 
paftoral  care  was  more  immediately  over  the  flock  in  the 
town  of  Natick.  Thefe  flieep  no  longer  wandered  through 
the  rough  paths  of  the  defert  ;  but  enjoyed  in  a  meafure 
the  bleffings  of  civilized  and  cultivated  fociety  ;  and  were 
refrefhed  with  the  ftreams  which  iffued  from  the  Fountain 
of  life. 

Enjoying  the  word,  and  walking  in  the  ordinances  of 
the  gofpel,  they  continued  much  longer  in  a  body,  ancj 
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H  preferved  the  form  of  a  church,  than  other  plantations  in 
lm  Maffachufetts,  where  Indians  and  Englifh  have  refided  to? 
gether. 

When  age  and  infirmities  made  his  burden  heavy,  this 
1  to||acl:ive  and  zealous  divine  did  not  wholly  relinquish  the 
J^fwork,  but  had  the  affiftance  of  catechumens,  and  alfo  of 
minifters  who  were  connected  with  the  neighbouring 
churches  ;  whofe  opportunities,  and  fenfe  of  duty  prompt- 
ed them  to  engage  in  this  extenfive  field  of  ufefulnefs. 
Some  appeared  to  take  delight  in  the  buiinefs,  and  imita- 
ted the  Man  who  went  about  doing  good  ;  but  the  la- 
bourers  were  few  in  comparifon  with  the  harveft. 

Befide  preaching  to  the  natives,  Mr.  Eliot  inftrucled 
one  of  the  untutored  race  to  be  a  fchoolmafter  among 
them.  His  name  was  Monequeffin.  He  thus  tried  every 
way  to  make  them  ufeful  to  fociety,  and  indulged  a  hope 
that  fome  would  be  ambitious  of  a  liberal  education,  and 
that  the  next  generation  would  fee  good  preachers  to  the 
natives,  and  Indian  pallors  of  churches.  But  forrow  and 
difappointment  were  expreffed  by  the  worthy  miilionary 
before  his  death  ;  for  he  faw  how  much  the  Indians  abuf- 
ed  their  privileges,  and  that  too  many  preferred  the  dark- 
nefs  and  vices  of  their  former  ftate  to  the  bleffings  of  the 
gofpel.  He  had  been  made  the  humble  inftrument  of 
calling  them  to  knowledge  and  virtue  5  an4  he  beheld  the 
dew-drops  of  the  morning  after  a  long  night  of  ignorance* 
But  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  after  riling  upon  their  hills, 
feemed  to  enter  a  cloud.  "  There  is  a  cloud,"  faid  he3 
"  upon  the  gofpel  among  the  poor  Indians.  The  Lord  re- 
vive and  profper  the  work,  and  grant  it  may  live  when  I 
am  dead."* 

When 

*  The  church  in  Natick  continued  an  Indian  church  many  years  after 
the  deceafe  of  this  evangelift.  Not  only  the  minifters  of  the  neighbour- 
ing church,  but  fome  from  a ,  diftance,  whofe  zeal  and  benevolence  led 
them  to  vifit  a  fpot  which  refembled  the  garden  of  the  Lord  rather  than 
the  reft  of  the  wijdernefs,  afforded  them  much  affiftance.  Mr.  Daniel 
Gookin  preached  to  them  a  number  of  years  about  the  end  of  the  17  th 
century.  They  had  alfo  an  Indian  paftor  named  Daniel.  Mr.  Gookin 
was  the  fon  of  the  famous  Major-General  Gookin,  the  companion  of 
Mr.  Eliot,  and,  like  him,  the  Indians'  friend  when  the  refentment  of  the 
country  was  high  againft  the  aboriginal  nations,  and  there  were  un- 
thinking 
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Mr.  Welcle  having  left  America,  Mr.  Eliot  was  fole 
teacher  of  the  church  at  Roxbury,  for  fome  years.  He 
had  feveral  colleagues  afterwards,  and  having  arrived  at 
fourfcore  years,  he  defired  to  give  up  his  falary,  and  to  be 
freed  from  the  labours  of  the  office.  The  people  requefted 
him  to  preach  and  pray  when  he  was  able,  and  unani- 
mously chofe  Mr.  Nehemiah  Walter  for  their  affiftant  min- 
ifter,  upon  whom  defcended  the  fpirit  of  the  firft  planters. 
Here  were  united  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  grey  hairs 
with  the  ftrength  and  popular  talents  of  a  young  preacher, 
wTho  paid  every  tribute  of  refpect  to  his  venerable  col- 
league, and  from  whom  he  experienced  every  tender  af- 
fection, "  The  good  old  man,  like  Aaron,  difrobed  him- 
felf  with  an  unfpeakable  fatisfaction,  when  he  beheld  his 
garments  put  upon  a  fon  that  was  fo  dear  to  him."*  He 
often  pleaded  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  the  fouls  of  his 
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thinking  men  who  wifhed  to  deftroy  the  praying  tribes  with  thofe  who 
were  actually  engaged  in  war.  General  Gookin  left  feveral  fons  ;  the 
eldeft  was  minifter  of  Cambridge  ;  the  fecond,  Daniel,  was  fettled  at 
Sherburne,  and  preached  to  the  Indians  at  Natick.  Between  the  years 
1700  and  1745',  feveral  miffionaries  were  appointed,  who  refided  in  the 
town  with  the  praying  Indians.  During  that  year  many  went  into  the 
wars  and  were  fcattered  ;  their  number  has  lenened  ever  fmce,  and  now 
hardly  a  pure  Indian  can  be  found  in  this  plantation. 

The  miflionary  who  was  fent  to  inftruct  the  Indians  at  Natick,  fome 
years  before  the  American  revolution,  is  now  alive.  From  this  gentle- 
man, who  is  a  man  of  fenfe,  we  fhould  expect,  confiderable  information 
concerning  a  religious  fociety  fo  venerable  for  its  age,  if  it  had  loft  all 
other  claim  for  the  refpecl  and  attention  of  the  prefent  generation.  Buc 
from  his  letter  to  the  Hiflorical  Society,  [vid.  5th  vol.  of  the  Collec- 
tions], very  little  knowledge  could  be  obtained.  He  fays,  that  he  has 
no  printed  materials,  nor  manufcripts  but  the  church  records,  &c.  Had 
thefe  been  well  kept,  they  would  give  the  defired  intelligence.  It  is 
very  ftrange  that  from  thefe,  and  from  the  records  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
town,  we  have  no  conclufive  documents  of  the  numbers  of  Indians,  or 
their  Mate  at  any  particular  period.  Though  fuch  diligence  was  given 
by  the  Subject  of  thefe  Memoirs  to  plant  this  church,  and  the  magiftrates 
of  the  country  engaged  earneftly  in  the  bufmefs,  yet  no  complete  ac- 
count of  the  baplifms,  of  the  converts,  of  their  paft  condition,  can  be 
found.  "  The  number  of  church  members  is  now  reduced  to  two  or 
three."  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  in  fuch  a  world  as  this,  we  may  expect 
great  changes  ;  but  notwithstanding  the  revolutions  in  families,  in 
towns,  and  the  American  nation,  we  view  with  altonifhment  this  re- 
markable inattention,  and  inexcufeable  neglect. 

*  Mather. 
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people  cc  for  him  to  do  any  thing  among  them  when  they 
were  fo  well  fupplied  otherwife." 

The  expreffions  flowed  from  his  humility  and  charity, 
for  he  always  fpake  acceptable  words  when  he  afcended 
the  pulpit.  His  age  was,  however,  a  fufficient  excufe  for 
retiring  from  minifterial  duties.  Whoever  preaches  con- 
ftantly  and  abundantly,  fuch  a  number  of  years,  when 
the  very  ftrength  is  labour  and  forrow,  ought  to  reft  from 
his  labours,  and  be  held  in  honour  by  thofe  who  are  on 
the  ftage  of  action. 

The  laft  fermon  he  preached  was  on  public  fad  ;  his 
fubjeft,  the  83d  Pfalm.  He  then  told  his  hearers,  that  his 
ftrength  failed,  that  his  fermons  were  broken  performances, 
and  added,  my  dear  brother  will  mend  all. 

From  his  contemporaries,  and  from  his  writings,  we 
learn,  that  he  always  preached  in  a  plain  manner,  but  had 
a  happy  facility  of  communicating  his  ideas  upon  fubjecls 
adapted  for  his  people.  He  was  warm  and  diffulive,  ten- 
der and  pathetic,  rather  copious  than  correct  in  his  lan- 
guage ;  but  though  his  ftyle  was  not  varied  with  much 
art,  his  public  performances  were  acceptable  in  all  the 
churches.  His  method  was  natural,  his  expreffion  eafy, 
his  voice  audible,  and  his  manner  very  interefting.  Out 
of  the  abundance  of  his  heart  his  mouth  fpake,  in  preach- 
ing and  praying  ;  and  no  paftor  of  New-England  faw 
more  of  the  fruit  of  his  labours.  His  difcourfes  are 
without  thofe  quibbles,  gingling  words,  and  quaint  turns, 
which  mark  the  falfe  tafte  of  the  age  ;  but  were  as  com- 
mon in  Englifh  as  in  American  fermons.  This  ftrain  of 
preaching  was  introduced  here  by  fcholars  educated  in  Eu- 
ropean feminaries,  and  too  fuccefsfully  imitated  by  the 
fons  of  our  college.  The  author  of  the  Magnalia  abounds 
even  with  puerile  conceits,  and  on  this  account  has  not 
received  that  tribute  of  refpecr.  from  literary  men  of  this 
generation,  which  he  deferves,  for  preferving  many  facts, 
or  fuch  minute  circumftances  of  events,  as  are  entertain- 
ing to  read,  without  his  peculiarities  of  ftyle  ;  and  are  of 
infinite  fervice  to  all  who  would  know  the  affairs  of  their 
own  country.  To  this  author,  who  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Eliot,  we  are  indebted  for  an  extract: 
of  a  fermon  upon  the  heavenly  converfation,  which  exhi- 
bits 
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bits  the  preacher  in  his  common  attitude  ;  for  the  words 
were  taken  as  they  dropped  from  his  mouth,  without  his 
fuppofing  that  they  would  ever  appear  in  print.  We  cer- 
tainly can  form  a  more  correct  opinion  of  the  preacher's 
talents  than  from  the  defcription  in  his  biography,  where 
he  tells  us,  that  "  lambs  might  wade  into  his  difcourfes, 
on  thofe  texts  and  themes  wherein  elephants  might  fwim." 
In  the  fermon  on  Phillippians  iii.  20,  Mr.  Eliot  thus  ex- 
plains his  text  :  "  Behold  the  ancient  and  excellent  char- 
acter of  the  true  chriftian  ;  it  is  that  which  Peter  calls 
holinefs  in  all  manner  of  ccnverfation.  For,  in  the  firft  place,  j 
a  feventh  part  of  time  is  always  fpent  in  heaven,  wheni 
people  are' zealous  in  the  fervice  of  God.  Belides,  God 
has  written  at  the  head  of  the  commandments,  Remember 9 
which  looks  forward  and  backward  ;  and  thus  a  good 
part  of  the  week  will  be  employed  in  fabbatifing. — Sec- 
ondly, We  have  many  days  both  for  our  falling  and 
thankfgiving,  in  our  pilgrimage,  and  here  are  fo  many  fab- 
baths  more. — Thirdly,  We  have  our  lectures  once  a  week, 
and  pious  people  will  not  mifs  them  if  they  can  help  it.— 
Fourthly,  We  have  our  pious  meetings,  in  which  we  pray, 
and  fing,  and  repeat  fermons,  and  confer  together  about 
the  things  of  God,  and  being  come  thus  far  we  are  in 
heaven  almoft  every  day. — Fifthly,  We  perform  family  j 
duties  every  day.  We  have  our  morning  and  even- 
ing facrifices,  wherein,  having  read  the  fcriptures  in  our 
families,  we  call  upon  the  name  of  God,  and  now  and 
then  catechife  them  that  are  under  our  care. — Sixthly, 
We  mall  alfo  have  our  daily  devotions  in  the  clofet,  with 
fome  ferious  meditations.  A  David  will  be  at  this  work 
no  lefs  than  three  times  a  day. — Seventhly,  We  have 
many  ejaculations,  &c.  like  Nehemiah,  in  whatever  place 
we  come  into. — Eighthly,  We  have  occafional  thoughts, 
&c. — Ninthly,  In  our  civil  callings  we  keep  up  heavenly 
frames  ;  we  buy,  and  fell,  and  toil,  yea,  we  eat  and  drink, 
with  fome  eye  both  to  the  command  and  honour  of  God 
in  all.  Behold,  I  have  not  left  now  an  inch  of  time  to  be 
carnal,  it  is  all  engroffed  for  heaven  ;  and  yet,  once  more, 
left  this  fhould  not  be  enough,  we  have  our  fpiritual  war- 
fare. We  are  always  encountering  the  enemy  of  our  fouls, 
which  continually  raifes  our  hearts  unto  Qwr  Helper  and 
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Leader  in  the  heavens.  Let  no  man  fay,  It  is  impoffible  to 
live  at  this  rate.  For  we  have  known  fome  to  live  fo, 
and  others,  that  have  written  of  fuch  a  life,  have  but  fpun 
Out  a  web  from  their  own  experiences.  New-England  has 
examples  of  this  life  ;  though,  alas  !  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  the  diffractions  of  the  world,  in  many  profeffors,  do 
becloud  the  beauty  of  a  heavenly  converfathn.  In  fine,  ouir 
employment  lies  in  heaven.  In  the  morning,  if  we  aik, 
Where  are  we  to  be  to-day  ?  the  anfwer  is,  In  heaven.  Iri 
the  evening,  if  we  afk,  Where  have  we  been  to-day  ?  our 
fouls  muft  anfwer,  In  heaven.  If  thou  art  a  believer,  thou 
art  no  ftranger  to  heaven  while  thou  liveft  :  and  when 
thou  dieft,  heaven  will  be  no  ftrange  place  to  thee  j  no— • 
thou  haft  been  there  a  thoufand  times  before.3' 

As  to  his  moral  and  chriftian  character,  it  was  as  exem- 
plary as  his  minifterial  qualifications  were  excellent.  Hii 
mind  was  governed  by  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and  not  a  mere 
eafe  and  complacency  of  humour,  which  make  a  man 
good-natured  when  he  is  pleafed,  and  patient  when  he  haS 
nothing  to  vex  him.  He  brought  his  religion  into  all  his 
actions.  A  ftranger  to  artifice  and  deceit,  he  difliked  the 
Appearance  of  them  in  others.  He  felt  equal  obligations 
to  perform  the  duties  of  piety,  virtue,  and  benevolence. 
Such  was  the  man.  He  cloathed  himfelf  with  humility  as 
with  a  robe.  Literally  fpeaking,  he  wore  a  leathern  girdle 
about  his  loins.  Perhaps  this  might  fhow  too  ftrong  preju- 
dices againft  drefs" ;  but  all  his  actions  difcorered  a  temper 
free  from  vanity,  and  a  defire  to  be  humble,  rather  than  to 
gain  the  praife  of  men.  He  was  very  temperate  :  one  difh 
was  his  homely  repaft.  When  he  dined  abroad,  he  would 
not  indulge  himfelf  in  the  luxuries  of  the  table.  He  drank 
water,  and  faid  of  wine,  "'  it  is  a  noble,  generous  liquor? 
atad  we  fhould  be  humbly  thankful  for  it,  but,  as  I  remem- 
ber, water  was  made  before  it.5*  His  maintenance  was  a 
free  contribution,  or  raifed  upon  pews,  and  the  people  of 
Roxbury  cheerfully  fupported  two  minifters.  It  was  his 
requeft,  to  give  up  his  falary  when  lie  could  no  longer 

f  reach.     "  I  do  here,"  faid  he,  "  give  up  my  Mary  to  the 
ord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  ndw,  brethren,- you  may  fix  that  up- 
on any  man  that  God  fhall  make- a-  paitor."  But  the  fociety, 
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in  their  anfwer,  told  him,  that  they  accounted  his  prefence 
worth  any  fum  granted  for  his  fupport,  even  if  he  were 
fuperannuated  fo  as  to  do  no  further  fervice  for  them. 
The  youth  of  the  congregation  called  him  their  father  and 
their  friend^  and  their  affection  chafed  away  the  gloom  fo 
apt  to  hover  around  the  evening  of  life.  Such  attentions 
from  the  rifing  generation,  are  like  medicine  to  the  fpirit 
of  a  man  finking  within  him.  The  reflection  of  a  life  well 
fpent,  and  the  kindnefs  of  his  friends,  made  his  old  age 
pleafant. 

In  domeftic  life,  Mr,  Eliot  was  peculiarly  happy.  His 
lady  was  an  excellent  economift,  and  by  her  prudent  man- 
agement enabled  him  to  be  generous  to  his  friends,  and 
hofpitable  to  Grangers.  It  ought  to  be  mentioned  to  the 
credit  of  this  excellent  woman,  that  with  a  moderate 
ftipend  and  her  prudence,  he  educated  four  fons  at  Cam- 
bridge, who  were  among  the  beft  preachers  of  that  gene- 
ration. A  fmall  falary,  where  a  proper  arrangement  is 
made  of  the  expenfes,  and  the  wife  looks  well  to  the  ways  of 
her  houfehold)  may  anfwer  generous  as  well  as  necefiary 
purpofes  :  But  when  frugality  is  defpifed,  and  prudence 
called  a  niggardly  virtue  ;  when  the  fragments  which 
might  be  gathered  are  loft,  it  is  not  the  income  of  the  moft 
lucrative  Rations,  much  lefs  the  falaries  of  paftors  of  church-  j 
es,  that  will  maintain  people  in  eafe  and  independence. 

By  the  influencexof  Mr.  Boyle,  his  honorable  friend,  Mr. 
Eliot  was  allowed  fifty  pounds,  annually,  from  the  Society 
de  propagand  fide.  This  enabled  him  to  gratify  his  benev- 
olent propensities  ;  the  poor  Indians,  to  whom  the  Gofpel 
was  preached,  fhared  the  moft  of  the  donation.  His  char- 
ity is  thus  celebrated  by  one  of  his  biographers  : — "  It  was 
a  brilliant  ftar  in  the  conftellation  of  his  virtues,  and  the 
rays  of  it  were  various  anjd  extenfive.  He  gave  largely 
from  his  own  income  to  the  poor,  and  promoted  all  kinds  of 
ufeful  diftributions,  efpecially  if  he  could  ferve  the  caufe  of 
religion.  When  his  age  unfitted  him  for  public  employ- 
ment, he  reflected  that  he  did  good  as  he  had  opportunity. 
"  Alas  I"  faid  he,  "  I  have  loft  every  thing — My  tinder- 
ftanding  leaves  me,  my  memory  fails  me,  but  I  thank  God 
my  charity  holds  out  ftill." 

It  becomes  neceffary  to  mark  the  minute  circumftances 
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[of  a  performs  character,  if  we  would  obtain  Juft  views  of 
this  temper  and  aclions.     Hence  biography  differs  from  hif- 
||tory,  whofe  province  is  to  defcribe  great  events  which  ele- 
Ivate  the  mind  of  the  reader  ;  and  which  require  a  dignity 
of  manner  with  the  glow  of  fentiment.     But  in  the  narra- 
tive of  private  life,  we  furvey  the  man  in  all  his  various 
iri| attitudes,  frequently  without  a  delign  to  point  a  moral  : 
l/el  We  follow  him  through  the  vales  and  defcents  of  his  fitua- 
Wtioii,  and  feel  interefted  in  every  thing  which  concerns  him, 
■  till,  by  dwelling  upon  kindred  images,  he  grows  into  a  fa- 
^Ji  miliar  acquaintance. 

rij|  Moft  men  have  their  oddities  and  ftrange  humours.  A- 
mong  the  prejudices  of  Mr.  Eliot  was  one  very  ftrong 
againft.  wearing  wigs.  He  preached  againft  it  ;  he  prayed 
againft  it  ;  he  thought  all  the  calamities  of  the  country., 
even  Indian  wars,  might  be  traced  to  this  abfurd  fafhion. 
Many  things  have  been  told  by  the  people  of  Roxbury, 
which  were  handed  down  to  them  by  their  anceftors,  that 
feem  only  like  amufing  ftories,  of  the  good  man's  refent- 
ment.  And  in  the  written  account  by  Cotton  Mather,  it 
is  faid  that  he  thought  it  a  "  luxurious,  feminine  protexity 
for  men  to  wear  their  hair  long."  Efpecially,  a  fhame  for 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  to  "  ruffle  their  heads  in  exceffes  of 
this  kind."  The  Doctor  touches  lightly  upon  this  fubject, 
for  he  him/elf  wore  a  wig  ;  and  he  makes  a  judicious  ob- 
fervation — ■"  Boubtlefs,"  faid  he,  "  it  may  be  lawful  in  us 
to  accommodate  our  hair  to  the  modeft  cuftoms  which 
vary  in  the  church  of  God ;  and  it  may  be  lawful  for  them 
who  have  not  hair  of  their  own,  enough  for  their  healthy 
to  fupply  themfelves  according  to  the  fober  modes  of  the 
places  where  they  live.  Mr.  Eliot  lived  to  fee  the  pre- 
valence of  the  fafhion,  to  fee  many  an  orthodox  min- 
ifter  wear  a  great  white  wig,  and  it  is  reported  that  he 
gave  over  the  utterance  of  his  grieved  fpirit,  faying 
only  as  a  loft  word  of  complaint  that  the  "  luft  was  infu- 
perable." 

His  prejudices  were  as  ftrong  againft  the  ufe  of  tobacco. 
He  thought  it  was  a  facrifice  of  precious  time — a  iilly 
amufement,  difgufting  in  itfelf  ;  that  Chriftians  ought  not 
to  become  flaves  to  fuch  a  pernicious  weed,  and  befotted 
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by  its  influence.  But  he  might  as  well  have  preached  to 
the  moon,  as  to  refift  the  tide  of  faftiion  ;  or  fought  withi 
the  ftars  in  their  courfes,  as  to  ftruggle  with  the  pride  of 
opinion,  or  the  appetites  of  fenfe  ;  and  try  to  perfuade  men 
not  to  ufe  a  weed  which  carries  a  charm  with  it  for  its  in* 
toxicating  quality  ; — which  equally  tends  to  exhilarate 
their  fpirits  and  amufe  their  leifure  hours. 

The  ufe  of  ardent  fpirits  was  then  hardly  known.  Hugh 
Peters,  a  friend  of  his,  and  contemporary  writer,  fays  :  He 
never  faw  a  man,  woman,  or  child,  drunk  in  the  ftreets> 
of  Bofton — nor  recollects  hearing  an  oath.  Stern  virtue, 
had  a  dominion  or  authority  which  fhe  has  loft  fmce,  and 
it  may  be  long  before  we  recur  to  the  practices  or  princk 
pies  of  the  New-England  planters. 

Our  Roxbury  divine  has  been  accufed  by  fome  of  verfa* 
tility  in  his  opinions  and  conduct  :  By  others,  of  being  too 
fet  and  rigid  in  his  notions.  If  there  is  an  inconfiftency  ia 
this,  it  is  what  we  fee  every  day.  Perfons  think  themfelves 
right  and  are  warm  in  defending  a  fentiment-r-The  fame 
fenfibility  of  mind  may  be  manifefted  after  they  have  al* 
tered  their  way  of  thinking.  Hutchinfon  quotes  a  letter 
of  Hooker,  where  he  fays  :  "  A  copy  of  Mr.  Vane's  ex- 
preilions  at  Roxbury,  I  defire  to  fee  and  receive  by  the 
next  meffenger.  I  have  heard  that  my  brother  Eliot  is 
come  about  to  this  opinion  ;  I  have  writ  to  him-r-I  would 
fain  come  to  a  bandy  with  him,  where  I  might  be  a  little- 
rude  in  the  buiinefs,  for  I  do  as  verily  believe  it  to  be  falfe, 
as  I  do  believe  any  article  of  my  faith  to  be  true.5'  From 
his  behaviour  at  the  trial  of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  we  rather 
think  Mr.  Hooker  was  mifinformed.  He  never  was  a  par- 
tizan  of  Vane,  but  always  adhered  to  Governor  Winthrop. 

His  fetnefs  of  opinion  was  alfo  manifefted  in  controvert- 
ing with  the  great  Dr.  Owen  the  proper  obfervation  of  the 
fabbath,  but  he  thought  the  Doctor's  name  and  character 
might  carry  more  weight  than  his  arguments  had  intrinfic 
excellency. 

His  political  opinions  more  than  once  brought  him  into 

trouble.     He  fpake  with  freedom  againft  the  Indian  treaty, 

and  was  obliged  to  recant  before  the  magiftrates.     Roger 

,  Williams  and  he  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  but  the  one 
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H\  jwas  convinced,  and  confeffed  his  error ;  the  other  was  not  fo 
7'^\\eq/ily  moved  or  convinced* 

■of      This  was  in  the  year  1636.     Afterwards  he  difcovered 
^  (more  of  a  democratic  fpirit,  by  writing  againft  monarchy, 


when  it  was  not  fafe  for  puritan  divines  to  fpeak  of  the 
ruling  power,  and  the  republicans  in  the  mother  country 
Jihad  their  tongues  locked  in  filence.     Hutchihfon  tells  us, 
gilin  the  firft  book  of  his  hiftory,  that  the  Governor  and 
&|  Council,  in  the  year  1 660,  took  notice  of  a  book  publifhed 
by  Mr.  Eliot  not  long  before,  intitled,  the  Ghrijlian  Com* 
monwealth)  full  of  feditious  principles  and  notions,  in  rela- 
tion to  all  eftablifhed  governments  in  the  chriftian  world, 
efpecially  againft  the  government  eftablifhed  in  their  na* 
live  country.     Upon  confutation  with  the  elders,  their 
cenfure  was  deferred  until  the  next  General  Court,  that 
Mr.  Eliot  might  have  an  opportunity,  in  the  mean  time,  of 
making  a  public  recantation.      At  the  next  feilion,   Mr. 
Eliot  gave  in  his  acknowledgment  to  the  Court  : 

"  Underftanding,  by  an  ac"r.  of  the  honoured  Council, 
that  there  is  offence  taken  at  a  book  publifhed  in  Eng* 
land  by  others,  the  copy  whereof  was  fent  over  by  myfelf 
about  ten  years  fince,  and  that  the  further  confideration 
thereof  is  commended  to  this  Honourable  General  Court, 
now  fitting  in  Bofton.  Upon  perufal  thereof,  I  do  judge 
myfelf  to  have  offended  ;  and,  in  a  way  of  fatisfaclion, 
not  only  to  the  authority  of  this  jurifdiclion,  but  alfo  to 
any  others  that  fhall  take  notice  thereof,  I  do  hereby  ac- 
knowledge to  this  General  Court,  that  fuch  expreffions  as 

do 

*  Bentley's  Hift.  of  Salem. 

Governor  Winthrop  fays  :  Mr.  Eliot,  the  teacher  of  the  church  at 
Roxbury,  had  taken  oecafion  in  a  fermon  to  fpeak  againft  the  peace 
made  with  the  Pequods,  and  to  lay  fome  blame  upon  our  meafures  for 
proceeding  therein  without  confent  of  the  people,  &c.  We  took  or* 
der  that  he  mould  be  proceeded  with  by  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Hooker,  and 
Mr.  Welde,  to  be  brought  to  fee  his  error,  and  to  heal  it  by  fome  expla- 
nation of  his  meaning ;  for  the  people  begun  to  take  oecafion  to  murmur 
againft  us  for  it. 

The  aforefaid  three  minifters,  upon  conference  with  the  faid  Mr.  Eliot, 
brought  him  to  acknowledge  his  error,  in  that  he  had  miftaken  the 
ground  of  his  doclrine,  and  that  he  did  acknowledge  that  for  a  peace 
only  (whereby  the  people  were  not  to  be  engaged  in  a  war)  the  magis- 
trates might  conclude,  plebe  inconfulto  5  and  fo  promifed  that  he  would 
exprefs  himfelf  the  next  Lord's-day,  Wmthrofs  Journal,  page  86. 
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do  manifeftly  fcandalize  the  government  of  England  bi 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  as  antichriftian,  and  juftify  the 
late  innovator,  I  do  fmcereiy  bear  teftimony  againft,  and; 
acknowledge  it  to  be  true,  not  only  a  lawful,  but  eminent, 
form  of  government. 

"  2.    All  form  of  civil  government  deduced  from  fcrip- 
ture,  I  acknowledge  to  be  of  God,  and  to  be  fubjected  to, 
for  confcience  fake  ;    and  whatfoever  is  in  the  whole  epif- 1 
tie  or  book  inconfiftent  herewith,  I  do  at  once  moft  cor- 
dially difown.     John  Eliot." 

The  books  were  ordered  by  the  Court  to  be  called  in| 
and  this  acknowledgment  to  be  pofted  up  in  the  principal 
towns  of  the  Colony. 

During  the  war  with  the  fachem  Philip,  1675,  our  Rox- 
bury  divine  appears  in  a  character  very  interefting  to  the 
community.  The  traces  of  war  are  blood  and  flaughter. 
The  people  of  MafTachufetts,  in  their  phrenzy,  would  have 
deftroyed  the  praying  Indians  with  the  favages  whofe  feet 
were  fwift  to  fpread  deftruction  in  every  path.  Mr.  Eliot  . 
was  their  advocate  and  friend.  They  were  put  under  a 
kind  of  durefs,  which  was  injurious  to  them  if  they  were 
innocent,  but  which  was  more  aggravating  becaufe  they 
took  a  decided  part  againft  their  own  nation  ;  this  they 
bore  with  patience,  or  a  very  faint  expreifion  of  compla- 
cency. Mr.  Eliot  not  only  was  perfuaded  that  they  were 
friendly,  but  that  they  were  of  great  fervice  to  the  Englifh, 
with  whom  they  would  live  or  die,  rather  than  mingle 
with  heathens.  Being  affiled  by  General  Gookin,.he  de- 
fended their  caufe,  and  protected  them  againft  thofe  men 
of  violence  who  were  lefs  in  the  image  of  God  than  thofe 
poor  outcajis  of  human  fociety  ; — ?nen,  who  loft  their  repu- 
tation, as  Chriftians,  becaufe  they  gave  way  to  the  fury  of 
their  paflions.  Every  thing  was  laid  againft  the  minifter 
and  magiftrate  which  could  be  uttered  by  the  foul  mouth 
of  the  vulgar,  or  from  the  lips  of  fome  whofe  education 
was  liberal  ;  and  whofe  religion  ought  to  have  made  more 
candid,  but  who  ftimulated  the  bitter  farcafms  of  the  mul- 
titude. Nothing  could  fhake  the  refolution  of  fuch  men, 
confcious  of  rectitude,  and  we  never  behold  the  Subjecl  of 
thefe  Memoirs  to  more  advantage  than  he  appears  when  he 

pleads 
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pleads  the  caufe  of  thefe  poor,  friendlefs  beings.*  It  Is  no 
'I  wonder,  therefore,  that  having  ihown  his  abilities  and 
firmnefs,  he  acquired  fuch  an  influence  over  the  various 
tribes  as  no  other  miilionary  to  the  Indians  could  ever  ob- 
tain. We  can  overlook  a  multitude  of  errors,  where  fuch 
divine  charity  throws  the  pureil  luftre  upon  the  character. 
We  can  excufe  fuch  prejudices,  which  by  themfelves  feem 
like  effufions  of  human  weaknefs,  when,  in  the  fame  life,  we 
fee  the  charms  of  virtue  ;  nor  let  us  blame  even  an  obfti- 
nacy  of  humour,  if  mingled  with  a  firmnefs  that  gives 
dignity  to  human  nature.  Having  mentioned  certain  od- 
dities in  his  difpofition,  or  a  few  fingularities,  or  puerile  an- 
tipathies againft  new  cuftoms,  which  in  the  prefent  day 
would  caufe  a  fmile  of  ridicule,  let  thefe  be  balanced  by 
the  honefty  and  franknefs  of  his  manners.  He  was  as  te- 
nacious of  truth  and  juftice  as  of  his  own  opinion.  He 
mull  alfo  have  poifeffed  fome  of  thofe  rare  qualities  which 
conciliate  popularity,  an  uncommon  affability  to  gain  an 
(influence  in   fociety  which    could  never  be    acquired  by 

tiiniflerial  gifts  and  graces,  although  thefe  might  make 
im  an  ornament  to  the  pulpit. 

There  is  a  ftory  which  perhaps  mould  not  be  omitted* 
lit  is  related  by  one  fond  of  the  marvellous— (Cotton 
f Mather.)  Mr.  Eliot  was  in  a  boat,  that  was  overfet  by  a 
ikrefiel  running  againft  it.  A  prophane  wretch,  one  who 
pamoured  for  the  extirpation  of  the  praying  Indians  ^ 
fifaid,  he  wifhed  the  man  of  God  had  been  drowned.  In  a 
Pew  days  this  man  was  drowned  in  the  very  place  where 
Mr.  Eliot  had  received  his  deliverance. 

After  living  eighty-fix  years  in  this  world  of  trial,  the 
fpirit  of  this  excellent  divine  took  his  flight  to  a  better 
Ivorld.  For  many  years  he  had  his  converfation  in  heaven  ; 
pis  faith  feemed  to  be  fwaliowed  up  in  viiion,  and  his 
j'hopes  in  fruition.  He  loft  his  moll  amiable  companion 
two  years  before.  He  was  then  fick  and  expecled  and 
jonged  for  his  own  departure.  Their  children  they  had 
polk)wed  to  the  grave,  and  had  comforted  each  other  as 
they  drank  the  bitter  ingredients  from  the  cup  of  adver- 
Slfity.     He  died  in  the  year  1690. 

Few  of  his  family  were  alive  to  lament  his  death  ;  but 

he 


*  Vid.  7th  vol*     JuettQr  from  the  poor  church  of  Natickc 
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he  was  lamented  by  the  whole  family  of  virtue,  and  by 
all  the  fincere  friends  of  religion.  The  poor  church  at  Na* 
tick  not  only  joined  with  thofe  who  dropped  a  tear  upon 
his  duft,  but  ftreams  of  forrow  flowed  from  the  heart. 
Though  he  lived  many  years,  they  were  filled  with  ufeful- 
nefs  ;  fucceeding  generations  mentioned  his  name  with 
uncommon  refpect  ;  his  labours  were  applauded  in  Europe 
and  America  ;  and  all  who  now  contemplate  his  active  fer- 
vices,  his  benevolent  zeal,  his  prudence,  his  upright  con-| 
duel:,  his  charity,  are  ready  to  declare  his  memory  pre- 
cious. Such  a  man  will  be  handed  down  to  future  times, 
an  object  of  admiration  and  love  ;  and  appear  confpicuouS 
in  the  hiftoric  page  when  diftant  ages  celebrate  the  Worthies 
of  New-England, 


Publications   by   John   Eliot,   teacher  of  the  Firjl  Church  in 

Roxbury. 

Whether  he  preached  any  Sermons  upon  particular  occa*j 
fions,  fuch  as  Election  and  Artillery  Election,  we  cannot 
afcertain.  It  is  probable  that  he  did.  The  minifters  were 
few.  Some  preached  feveral  times,  who  were  lefs  cele* 
brated.  The  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth  century  he  was  agedj 
and  continually  employed  in  his  mijfionary  bufinefs. 

He  publiihed  a  number  of  fmall  Tracts. 
The  True  Commonwealth. 
Tears  of  Repentance,  &c.  and 

A  work,  in  fmall  quarto,  called  the  Harmony  of  the-  Gof 
pels,  printed  1678.  This  is  recommended  by  four  of  the 
principal  characters  of  the  New-England  plantation. 

cc  We  have  perufed  it,"  fay  they,  w  and  obferved  the 
prudence  and  diligence  of  the  gracious  and  worthy  author 
in  compiling  it.  In  the  reading  of  it,  we  have  been  edified 
and  affected.  We  are  perfuaded  that  through  the  bleffing 
of  Him  that  hath  put  it  into  the  head  of  the  reverend 
author  to  lay  out  himfelf  this  way,  it  will  ferve  to  pro* 
mote  the  honour  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  and  the  good  of 
fouls,,  and  therefore  do  affix  our  imprimaturs. 

Thomas  Thacher,  Urian  Oakes. 

James  Allen*  Increafo  Mather.'* 
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For  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  he  publifhed  feveral 
Catechifms  ; 

An  Indian  Grammar  ;  • 

An  Indian  Pfalter  ;   and 

The  whole  Bible,  in  the  fame  language.  A  fecond  edi- 
1(  tion  of  this,  was  afterwards  publifhed  by  Mr.  Cotton,  of 
^[Plymouth,  with  the  Grammar. 

In  the  files  of  the  Hiftorical  Society  there  is  a  leaf  of  the 
Jffndian  Bible,  which  belonged  to  his  colleague,  the  Rev. 
1  ^Samuel  Danforth,  in  which  there  are  feveral  corrections 

from  the  hand  of  this  worthy  gentleman.  He  was  fet- 
|tled  at  Roxbury,  about  the  year  1662,  and  died  1674,  aged 

148.  He  was  the  brother  of  the  Deputy-Governor  of  the 
fllfame  name. 

The  Lord's  Prayer.     Mat.  6.  ix.  &c. 


Pur  Father  which  art  in  heaven 
II Hallowed  be  thy  name 
Thy  kingdom  come 


Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven 

Luke  11.  if.     Thy  will,  &c.  as  in 
heaven  fo  on  earth 

Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread 


Luke  11.  ii.     Give  us  day  by  day 
our  daily  bread 

And  forgive  us  our  debts  as  we 
forgive  our  debtors 


Luke  11.  ii.  Forgive  as  we  forgive 
every  one  that  is  indebted  to  us 


Noofhun  keefukqut 

Quttianata  munach  koowefuonh* 

Perganmoonch    kukketalTootar 
moonch 

Kuttenantamoonck  nennatch  ok- 
keils  neene  kefukqut 

Kuttanantamoonk  ne  nai,  neyane 
keefukquot  kah  okkeit 

Nummeetfwongefh  efekeefukokifh 
affimainean  yeyen  kefufok 

Affimainean  ko  ko  ke  fukodac  nu- 
tafe  fukoke  petuk  qunneg 

Kah  aliquoantameiinnean  num- 
matchongagh  neene  matchen- 
chukqueogig  nutch  quonte 
moonnunog 

Newutche  nenewun  menk  nutch 
quoanta  moonnugog  nighnoh 
pafuh  moonmontukquphwhoan 


And 


Noi] 


*  guUiarwtamunch. 
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And  lead  us  not  into  temptation, 
but  deliver  us  from  evil 


For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  &c. 


Akque  fagkompaginaircan  en  qutch 
huafuganit,  webe  pohquohwuf. 
fmnean  wutchmelchitut 

Newuttfhe  kutahtaun  ketefToota- 
moonk  kah  menuhkefuonk,  kah 
fohfumoonk  micheme.     Amen. 


Errata.  Acts  xxiv.  1 6.  i  Cor.  xv.  31.  As  here  tranflated,  counte- 
nances fwearing  by  a  creature,  or  gift  of  God. 

Mem.     Part  of  Hofea  wanting — or  tranfpofed. 

Corrigenda.     Gen.  xliii.  28.     He  is  in  good  health,  omitted  wholly. 

Longejl  'word.     Mark  i.  40.     WuttappefittukqufTunnoohwehtunkquoh. 

Quere.     Whether  thorns  and  briars  grew  on  Adam's  Body  ? 

Whether  the  corrections  were  made  in  the  fucceeding 
edition,  the  tranferiber  of  thefe  notes  is  unable  to  fay. 

Not  being  verfed  in  the  original  language  of  old  Mafla- 
cbufetts,  he  muft  make  an  apology  to  thofe  genuine  antiqua- 
rians of  their  country,  who  are  acquainted  with  it,  for  any. 
miftakes  that  may  be  in  Indian  words  ;  fuch  efpecially  as 
ufing  the  h  for  h 

ADDENDA. 

From  hearing  a  report  that  prevailed  in  Roxbury,  where 
the  Writer  of  the  Memoirs  once  refided,  that  the  tomb  in 
which  Mr,  Eliot  was  laid,  and  alfo  Anne  his  wife,  by  par- 
ticular per  million,  was  claimed  by  the  family  on  this  ac- 
count, (though  it  was  purchafed  only  for  a  minifterial 
tomb)  he  was  induced  to  fearch  for  information  on  this 
head,  and  received  the  following  anfwer  to  his  query  from 
Thomas  Clark,  Efq.  who  for  many  years  was  Town-Clerk 
of  Roxbury,  and  their  Reprefentative  in  the  General 
Courfe. 

Bofton,  3<i  November 9  1802.. 
Sir, 


WITH  lingular  pleafure  I  comply  with  your  requeft, 
to  relate  what  I  have  met  with  among  the  records  and 
manufcripts  in  the  town  of  Roxbury,  relative  to  the  in- 
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terment  of  the  remains  of  the  Rev.  John  Eliot,  generally 
called  "  the  Apoftle." 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  record  was  made  at  the  time, 

relative  to  the  building  of  the  tomb  in  which  his  remains 

were  depofited  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  any  account  of  it 

4 ! would  have  been  prefer ved  but  for  the  peculiar  circum- 

[jftances  attending  it.     Many  years  fubfequent  to  the  deceafe 

['of  Mr.  Eliot,  (about  fifty,  perhaps,)  Major  John  Bowles, 

ffa  refpectable  character  in  the  town  of  Roxbury,  claimed 

[(the  tomb  as  the  property  of  the  Eliot  family,  of  which, 

|ijl  think,  his  lady  was  one.     This  led  to  an  inveftigation, 

«nd  a  reference  ;    and,  no  record  being  found,  the  afEda- 

[  vits  of  a  number  of  very  aged  people  were  taken,  and 

|recorded  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  them,  all  of 

ji which  agreed  in   the  following  facts,  viz.     That  feveral 

[years  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Eliot,  an  inhabitant  of  Rox- 

;|  bury  was  taken  by  the  Turks,  and  kept  in  bondage  :  when 

?  jhis  friends  heard  of  his  deplorable  fituation,  they  were 

J  jgreatly  affected,  and  raifed,  by  voluntary  contribution,  a 

J  fum  of  money  (the  amount  is  not  mentioned)  and  fent  it 

j  by  a  friend  for  his  ranfom  ;  but  before  the  money  arrived 

[  the  perfon  for  whofe  relief  it  was  defigned  was  dead  ;  in 

confequence  of  which  the  money  was  brought  back,  and 

■the  owners  being  unwilling  it  mould  be  applied  to  any 

i  common  purpofe,  appropriated  it  to  the  building  a  tomb  for 

J  the  burial  of  their  deceafed  minifters  ;  and  I  think  one  or 

j  more  of  the  deponents  affirmed,  that  before  the  tomb  was 

ijfinifhed  the  good  old  gentleman  died.  ,r-r>^^^ 

Your  moft  obedient,,  humble  fervam% 

THOMAS  CLARK. 


The  prejudice  againft  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  character  of  individuals.  It  was  the  prevail- 
jling  fentiment  of  the  people  that  it  had  a  bad  tendency, 
land  may  ferve  for  an  excufe  for  Mr.  Eliot,  who  fo  often 
jadmonifhed  perfons  who  made  too  free  with  it.     Gover- 

Inor  Winthrop  fays  :— 
"  At  this  Court  (1634)  were  many  laws  made  againft 
tobacco,  and  immodeft  fafhions  and  coftly  apparel,  &c.  as 
appears  from  the  Records.'9  Governor 
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Governor  Dudley's   Letter    to   the   Countess  of  j 

Lincoln. 

To  the  Right  Honourable,  my  very  good  Lady,  the  Lady  j 
Bridget,  Countefs  of  Lincoln* 

Madam? 

YOUR  letters  (which  are  not  common  nor  cheap)  fok 
lowing  me  hither  into  New  England,  and  bringing 
with  them  renewed  teftimonies  of  the  accuftomed  favours 
you  honoured  me  with  in  the  Old,  have  drawn  from  me 
this  narrative  retribution,  which  (in  refpecl  of  your  proper 
intereft  in  fome  perfons  of  great  note  amongft  us)  was  the 
thankfulleft  prefent  I  had  to  fend  over  the  feas.     Therefore 
I  humbly  intreat  your  Honour  this  be  accepted  as  payment, 
from  him,  who  neither  hath,  nor  is  any  more,  than 
Your  Honours 
Old 

Thankful  Servant, 

THOMAS  DUDLEY. 

Bojlon  in  New-England, 
March  \ith,  1630. 


FOR  the  fatisfaction  of  your  Honour,  and  fome  friends, 
and  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  as  fhall  hereafter  intend  to  increafe 
our  plantation  in  New-England,  I  have  in  the  throng  of 
domeftick,  and  not  altogether  free  from  publick  bufinefs, 
thought  fit  to  commit  to  memory  our  prefent  condition, 
and  what  hath  befallen  us  fince  our  arrival  here  ;  wrhich  I 
will  do  fhortly,  after  my  ufual  manner,  and  muft  do 
rudely,  having  yet  no  table,  nor  other  room  to  write  in, 
than  by  the  fire-fide  upon  my  knee,  in  this  fharp  winter  -, 
to  which  my  family  muft  have  leave  to  refort,  though  they 
break  good  manners,  and  make  me  many  times  forget  what 
J  would  fay,  and  fay  what  I  would  not. 

Concerning  the  Englijh  that  are  planted  here  :    I  find 

that 
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jthat  about  the  year  1620,  certain  Englijh  fet  out  from 
1  \Leyden  in  Holland,  intending  their  courfe  for  Hitdfon's  river. 
Thefe  being  much  weather  beaten,  and  wearied  with 
°'\|feeking  the  river,  after  a  mofl  tedious  voyage,  arrived  at 
^length  in  a  fmall  bay,  lying  north-eaft  from  Cape  Cod  ; 
where  landing  about  the  month  of  December ',  by  the  fa- 
Tjjyour  of  a  calm  winter,  fuch  as  was  never  feen  here  imce, 
nbegun  to  build  their  dwellings  in  that  place,  which  now  is 
jjcalled  New-Plimouth  s    Where  after  much  iicknefs,  famine, 
llpoverty,  and  great  mortality,  (through  all  which,  God  by 
4  jan   unwonted  Providence   carried  them)  they  are    now 
i  grown  up  to  a  people,  healthful,  wealthy,  politick  and  re- 
ft ligious  ;   fuch  things  doth  the  Lord  for  thofe  that  wait 
i  for  his  mercies.     They  of  Plimouth  came  with  patents  from 
ilKing  James,  and  have  fince  obtained  others,  from  our 
i|jjfoveraign,  King  Charles,  having  a  Governour  and  Council 
i||of  their  own  ;    There  was  about  the  fame  time,  one  Mr, 
Wtfefton,  an  Englijh  merchant,  who  fent  divers  men  to  plant 
ijjand  trade  ;  who  fate  down  by  the  river  of  Wefagufcus,  but 
fjjthefe  coming  not  for  fo  good  ends  as  thofe  of  Plymouth, 

fid  not  fo  well  ;    for  the  moft  of  them  dying  and  lan- 
iihing  away,  they  who  furvived  were  refcued  by  thofe 
Plymouth,  out  of  the  hands  of  Chickatalbott,  and  his  In* 
lam,  who  oppreffed  thofe  weak  Englijh,  and  intended  to 
ave  deftroyed  them  :    And  the  Plymotheans  alfo,  as  is  fet 
own  in  a  trad,  written  by  Mr.  Winflow  of  Plymouth  :  Alfo 
ince,  one  Captain  Wollajlon  with  fome  thirty  with  him, 
came  near  to  the  fame  place,  and  built  on  an  hill,  which 
!he  named  Mount  Wollajlon  ;   but  being  not  fupplied  with 
ill  renewed  provifions,  they  vanimed  away  as  the  former  did, 
I  Alio  divers  merchants  of  Briftol,  and  other  places,  have 
J  yearly  for  thefe  eight  years,  or  thereabouts^  fent  fhips  hith- 
Jler  at  the  fifhing  times,  to  trade  for  bever,  where  their 
|| factors  diihoneftly  for  their  gains,  have  furnifhed  the  Im 
\}dians  with  guns,  fwords,  powder  and  fliot. 

Touching  the  plantation  which  we  here  have  begun  :  it 
I  fell  out  thus.  About  the  year  1627.  fome  friends  being 
jj  together  in  Lincolnjhire,  fell  into  difcourfe  about  New  Eng« 
hland,  and  the  planting  of  the  gofpel  there  ;  and  after  fome 
I  deliberation,  we  imparted  our  reafons,  by  letters  and  mef- 
,  fages  to  fome  in  London  and  the  Weft  Country  ;  where  it 
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was  likewife  deliberately  thought  upon,  and  at  length  wit 
often  negotiation  fo  ripened,  that  in  the  year  1628.  we 
procured  a  patent  from  His  Majefty  for  our  planting  be- 
tween the  Majfachufetts  bay  and  Charles  river  on  the  fouth, 
and  the  river  of  Merrimack  on  the  north,  and  three  miles 
on  either  fide  of  thofe  rivers  and  bay  ;  as  alfo  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  thofe  who  did  or  fhould  inhabit  within  that 
compafs  :  And  the  fame  year  we  fent  Mr.  John  Endicott, 
and  fome  with  him,  to  begin  a  plantation  ;  and  to 
ftrengthen  fuch  as  he  fhould  find  there,  which  we  fent 
thither  from  Dorchejier,  and  fome  places  adjoyning  :  from 
whom  the  fame  year  receiving  hopeful  news  :  The  next 
year,  1629.  we  fent  divers  fhips  over,  with  about  three 
hundred  people,  and  fome  cowes,  goats  and  horfes,  many  j 
of  which  arrived  fafely.  Thefe  by  their  too  large  com- 
mendations of  the  country,  and  the  commodities  thereof, 
invited  us  fo  ftrongly  to  go  on,  that  Mr.  Winthrop  of  Suffolk 9 
(who  was  well  known  in  his  own  country,  and  well  ap- 
proved here,  for  his  piety,  liberality,  wifdom  and  gravity) 
coming  in  to  us,  we  came  to  fuch  refolution,  that  m 
April ',  1630.  we  fet  fail  from  Old  England  with  four  good 
fhips.  And  in  May  following,  eight  more  followed  ;  two1 
having  gone  before  in  February  and  March,  and  two  more 
following  in  June  and  Auguft,  befides  another  fet  out  by  a 
private  merchant.  Thefe  feventeen  fhips  arrived  all  fafe  in 
New  England,  for  the  increafe  of  the  plantation  here  this 
year  1630.  but  made  a  long,  a  troublefome  and  coftly 
voyage,  being  all  wind  bound  long  in  England,  and  hindred 
with  contrary  winds,  after  they  fet  fail,  and  fo  fcattered 
with  mifts  and  tempefts,  that  few  of  them  arrived  together. 
Our  four  fhips  which  fet  out  in  April,  arrived  here  in  June 
and  July,  where  we  found  the  colony  in  a  fad  and  unex- 
pected condition,  above  eighty  of  them  being  dead  the 
winter  before  ;  and  many  of  thofe  alive,  weak  and  fick  ; 
all  the  corn  and  bread  amongft  them  all,  hardly  fufficient 
to  feed  them  a  fortnight  :  infomuch  that  the  remain- 
der of  an  hundred  and  eighty  fervants  we  had  the  two 
years  before  fent  over,  coming  to  us  for  victuals  to  fuftain 
them,  we  found  ourfelves  wholly  unable  to  feed  them,  by 
reafon  that  the  provifions  fhipped  for  them,  were  taken 
out  of  the  fhip  they  were  put  in  -?   and  they  who  were 
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Itrufted  to  fhip  them  in  another,  failed  us,  and  left  them 
jbehind  ;  whereupon  neceffity  enforced  us  to  our  extream 
lofs,  to  give  them  all  liberty  ;  who  had  coft  us  about  fix- 
Iteen  or  twenty  pound  a  perfon,  furnifhing  and  fending 
(over.  But  bearing  thefe  things  as  we  might,  we  began  to 
confult  of  the  place  of  our  fitting  down  :  For  Salem  where 
we  landed,  pleafed  us  not.  And  to  that  purpofe,  fome 
were  fent  to  the  Bay,  to  fearch  up  the  rivers  for  a  conve- 
nient place  ;  who  upon  their  return,  reported  to  have 
found  a  good  place  upon  Mi/lick  ;  but  fome  other  of  us, 
jjfeconding  thefe,  to  approve  or  diflike  of  their  judgment  ; 
we  found  a  place  liked  us  better,  three  leagues  up  Charles 
river  :  And  thereupon  unlhipped  our  goods  into  other 
vefiels,  and  with  much  coll  and  labour,  brought  them  in 
•Tfuly  to  Charljlown  ;  but  there  receiving  advertifements 
[by  fome  of  the  late  arrived  fhips)  from  London  and  Amjler- 
nam  of  fome  French  preparations  againft  us  (many  of  our 
if>eople  brought  with  us  being  fick  of  fevers,  and  the  fcur- 
Iry,  and  we  thereby  unable  to  carry  up  our  ordnance  and 
baggage  fo  far)  we  were  forced  to  change  counfel,  and  for 
pur  prefent  fhelter  to  plant  difperfedly,  fome  at  Charljlown^ 
[Which  ftandeth  on  the  north-fide  of  the  mouth  of  Charles 
pyer  ;  fome  on  the  fouth-fide  thereof,  which  place  we 
jiiamed  Bojlon  (as  we  intended  to  have  done  the  place  we 
jirft  refolved  on)  ;  fome  of  us  upon  Mi/lick,  which  we 
jjiamed  Meadford  ;  fome  of  us  weflward  on  Charles  river, 
four  miles  from  Charljlown,  which  place  we  named  Water- 
\\own  ;  others  of  us  two  miles  from  Bojlon,  in  a  place  we 
fhamed  Roxbury  ;  others  upon  the  river  of  Sawgus,  between 
\palem  and  Charljlown  :  And  the  Weftern  men,  four  miles 
[iouth  from  Bojlon,  at  a  place  we  named  Dorchejler.  This  dif- 
;  jberfion  troubled  fome  of  us,  but  help  it  we  could  not,  want- 
|  jjng  ability  to  remove  to  any  place  fit  to  build  a  town 
iapon  ;  and  the  time  too  ihort  to  deliberate  any  longer, 
jeaft  the  winter  fhould  furprize  us  before  we  had  builded 
j  pur  houfes.  The  beft  counfel  we  could  find  out  was  to 
llpuild  a  fort  to  retire  to,  in  fome  convenient  place,  if  any 
j  Jbnemy  preffed  us  thereunto,  after  we  fhould  have  fortifyed 
|pur  felves  againft  the  injuries  of  wet  and  cold.  So  ceafing 
jo  confult  further  for  that  time,  they  who  had  health  to 
[labour,  fell  to  building,  wherein  many  were  interrupted 
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with  ficknefs,  and  many  dyed  weekly,  yea,  almoft  daily. 
Amongft  whom  were  Mrs.  Pinchon,  Mrs.  Coddington,  Mrs. 
Phillips,  and  Mrs.  Alcock,  a  filler  of  Mr.  Hookers.  Infomuch 
that  the  dips  being  now  upon  their  return,  fome  for  Eng* 
land,  fome  for  Ireland ;  there  was  as  I  take  it  not  much 
lefs  than  an  hundred  (fome  think  many  more)  partly  out 
of  diflike  of  our  government,  which  reilrained  and  pun- 
iflied  their  exceffes  ;  and  partly  through  fear  of  famine, 
not  feeing  other  means  than  by  their  labour  to  feed  them- 
felves)  which  returned  back  again  ;  and  glad  were  we  fo 
to  be  rid  of  them.  Others  alfo  afterwards  hearing  of  men  I 
of  their  own  difpofition,  which  were  planted  at  Pafcatavjay,\ 
went  from  us  to  them  ;  whereby  though  our  number* 
were  leffened,  yet  we  accounted  our  felves  nothing  weakned 
by  their  removal  :  Before  the  departure  of  the  mips,  we! 
contracted  with  Mr.  Peirce,  mailer  of  the  Lyon  of  Bri/lo!,\ 
to  return  to  us  with  all  fpeed,  with  frelh  fupplies  of! 
victuals,  and  gave  him  directions  accordingly  ;  with  this; 
fhip  returned  Mr.  Revil,  one  of  the  five  undertakers  here,; 
for  the  joynt  Hock  of  the  company  ;  and  Mr.  Vajfal,  om 
of  the  aflillants,  and  his  family  -,  and  alfo  Mr.  Bright,  a 
miniller  fent  hither  the  year  before  :  The  fhip  being  gone, 
victuals  walling,  and  mortality  increafing,  we  held  divert 
falls  in  our  feveral  congregations,  but  the  Lord  would  not 
yet  be  deprecated  ;  for  about  the  beginning  of  September^ 
dyed  Mr.  Gager,  a  right  godly  man,  a  fkilful  chyrurgeon3 
and  one  of  the  deacons  of  our  congregation.  And  Mr,: 
Higginfon,  one  of  the  minillers  of  Salem,  a  zealous  and  a 
profitable  preacher  ;  this  of  a  confumption,  that  of  a  fever  4 
And  on  the  30th  of  September,  dyed  Mr.  John/on,  anothei 
of  the  live  undertakers,  (the  Lady  ARBELLA  his  wife  be- 
ing dead  a  month  before.)  This  gentleman  was  a  primej 
man  amongll  us,  having  the  bell  ellate  of  any  ;  zealom 
for  religion,  and  the  greatell  furtherer  of  this  plantation  | 
he  made  a  moll  godly  end,  dying  willingly,  profefling  hit 
life  better  fpent  in  promoting  this  plantation,  than  it  could 
have  been  any  other  way.  He  left  to  us  a  lofs  greatei 
then  the  moll  conceived.  Within  a  month  after,  dyedj 
Mr.  RoJJiter,  another  of  our  aflillants,  a  godly  man,  and  of 
a  good  ellate,  which  Hill  weakned  us  more  :  So  that  now, 
there  were  left  of  the  five  undertakers,  but  the  GovernourJ 
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1 1  Sir  Richard  Saltonfia.il,  and  myfelf,  and  {even  other  of  the 
t !  Afliftants.     And  of  the  people  who  came  over  with  us, 
!  from  the  time  of  their  fetting  fail  from  England,  in  April 
1  1630.  until  December  following,  there  dyed  by  eftimation 
1  about  two  hundred  at  the  leaft  ;    fo  low  hath  the  Lord 
1  brought  us  !    Well,  yet  they  who  furvived  were  not  dif- 
Icouraged,  but  bearing  Gods  corrections  with  humility,  and 
Itrufting  in  his  mercies  ;  and  confidering  how  after  a  lower 
■ebb  he  had  raifed  up  our  neighbours  at  Plymouth,  we  began 
\  again  in  December  to  confult  about  a  fit  place  to  build  a 
■town  upon  ;    leaving  all  thoughts  of  a  fort,  becaufe  upon 
lany  invafion,  we  were  neceffarily  to  lofe  our  houfes,  when 
Hwe  ihould  retire  thereinto  :    So  after  divers  meetings  at 
1  \BoJlon,  Roxbury  and  Watertown,  on  the  twenty  eighth  of 
Y)December,  we  grew  to  this  refolution,  to  bind  all  the  Aflxft- 
fants  (Mr.   Endicott,  and  Mr.  Sharp   excepted,  which  lafi: 
ipurpofeth    to  return  by  the  next  fhip   into  England)  to 
■build  houfes,  at  a  place  a  mile  eail  from  Watertown,  near 
mCharles  river,  the  next  fpring,  and  to  winter  there  the  next 
■year  ;  that  fo  by  our  examples,  and  by  removing  the  ord- 
inance and  munition  thither,  all  who  were  able  might  be 
■drawn  thither,  and  fuch  as  fhall  come  to  us  hereafter  to 
their  advantage,  be  compelled  fo  to  do  ;    and  fo  if  God 
would,  a  fortifyed  town  might  there  grow  up,  the  place 
itting  reafonably  well  thereto.     I  fhould  before  have  men- 
tioned how   both  the  Englijh  and   hidian  corn   being    at 
:en    fhillings    a   ftrike,  and    bever   being   valued   at    fix 
hillings  a  pound  ;    we   made  laws   to   reftrain   the  fell- 
ng  of    corn  to    the    Indians,  and  to  leave  the  price    of 
Sever  at  liberty,  which  was  prefently  fold  for  ten,  and 
twenty  ihillings  a  pound.     I  fhould  alfo  have  remembred, 
low  the  half  of  our  cowes,  and  alrnoft  all  our  mares  and 
^oates,  fent  us  out  of  England,  dyed  at  fea  in  their  paffage 
lither  ;  and  that  thofe  intended  to  be  fent  us  out  of  Ire- 
land, were  not  fent  at  all  ;  all  which,  together  with  the  lofs 
f  our  fix  months  building  occafioned  by  our  intended  re- 
oval  to  a  town  to  be  fortifyed,  weakned  our  eftates, 
pecially  the  eftates  of  the  undertakers,  who  were  three 
r  four  thoufand  pounds  ingaged  in  the  joynt  ftock,  which 
as  now  not  above  fo  many  hundreds  ;    yet  many  of  us 
laboured  to  bear  it  as  comfortably  as  we  could,  remembring 
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the  end  of  our  coming  hither,  and  knowing  the  power  of 
God,  who  can  fupport  and  raife  us  again  ;  and  ufeth  to 
bring  his  fervants  low,  that  the  meek  may  be  made  glo-. 
rious  by  deliverance. 

I  have  no  leifure  to  review  and  infert  things  forgotten,, 
but  out  of  due  time  and  order  muft  fet  them  down  as  they 
come  to  memory.  About  the  end  of  Oclcber,  this  year 
163.0.  I  joyned  with  the  Governour,  and  Mr.  Maverick 
in  fending  out  our  pinace  to  the  Narraganfetts,  to  trade 
for  corn,  to  fupply  our  wants  ;  but  after  the  pinace  had 
doubled  Cape  Cod,  fhe  put  into  the  next  harbour  flie 
found,  and  there  meeting  with  Indians,  who  mewed  their 
wiilingnefs  to  truck  ;  fhe  made  her  voyage  there,  anct 
brought  us  an  hundred  bufheis  of  corn,  at  about  four 
fhiliings  a  bufhel,  which  helped  us  fomething.  From  the 
coaft  where  they  traded,  they  faw  a  very  large  iiland,  four 
leagues  to  the  eaft,  which  the  Indians  commended  as  a 
fruitful  place,  full  of  good  vines,  and  free  from  ftiarp? 
frofts,  having  one  only  entrance  into  it,,  by  a  navigable 
river,  inhabited  by  a  few  Indians,  which  for  a  trifle  would 
leave  the  iiland,  if  the  Englift  would  fet  them  upon  the 
main  ;  but  the  pinace  having  no  direction  for  difcovery, 
returned  without  failing  to  it,  which  in  two  hours  they 
might  have  done  :  Upon  this  coaft  they  found  ftore  of 
vines  full  of  grapes  dead  ripe,  the  feafon  being  paft  ; 
whither  we  purpofe  to  fend  the  next  year  fooner,  to  make 
fome  fmall  quantity  of  wine,  if  God  inable  us  ;  the  vines, 
growing  thin  with  us,  and  we  not  having  yet  any  leifure 
to  plant  vineyards.  But  now  having  fome  leifure  to  dif~ 
courfe  of  the  motives  for  other  mens  coming  to  this  place,  I 
or  their  abftaining  from  it  ;  after  my  brief  manner,, 
I  fay  this  :  That  if  any  come  hither  to  plant  for  world- 
ly ends,  that  can  live  well  at  home,  he  commits  an  error, 
of  which  he  will  foon  repent  him  :  But  if  for  fpiritual, 
and  that  no  particular  obftacle  hinder  his  removal,  he  may 
find  here  what  may  well  content  him  :  viz.  Materials  ta 
build,  fewel  to  burn,  ground  to  plant,  feas  and  rivers  to 
fiih  in,  a  pure  air  to  breath  in,  good  water  to  drink,  till 
wine  or  beer  can  be  made  ;  which  together  with  the 
cowes,  hoggs  and  goats  brought  hither  already,  may  fuf-  j 
fice  for  food  ;   as  for  fowl  and  venifon,  they  are  dainties  ;j 
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:  here  as  well  as  in  England.     For  cloaths  and  bedding,  they 
I  mult  bring  them  with  them,  till  time  and  induftry  produce 
I  them  here.     In  a  word,  we  yet  enjoy  little  to  be  envyed, 
[  but  endure  much  to  be  pittied  in  the  licknefs  and  mortal- 
ity of  our  people.     And  I  do  the  more  willingly  ufe  this 
ij  open  and  plain  dealing,  leaft  other  men  mould  fall  mort 
I  of  their  expectations,  when  they  come  hither,  as  we  to 
our  great  prejudice  did  ;   by  means  of  letters  fent  us  from 
hence  into  England ;    wherein  honefl  men  out  of  a  deiire 
I!  to  draw  over  others  to  them,*  wrote  fomewhat  hyper bol- 
ically  of  many  things  here  :    if  any  godly  men  out  of 
religious  ends  will  come  over,  to  help  us  in  the  good  work 
we  are  about  1    I  think  they  cannot  difpofe  of  themfelves, 
[  nor  of  their  eftates  more  to  God's  glory,  and  the  further- 
I  ance  of  their  own  reckoning  :    but  they  mult  not  be  of 
the  poorer  fort  yet,  for  divers  years.     For  we  have  found 
by  experience,  that  they  have  hindred,  not  furthered  the 
work  :    and  for  profane  and   debauched   perfons,   their 
overiight  in  coming  hither  is    wondred   at,  where  they 
fhall  find  nothing  to  content  them.     If  there  be  any  en- 
dued with  grace,  and  furnifhed  with  means  to  feed  them- 
felves  and  theirs  for  eighteen  months,  and  to  build  and 
plant,  let  them  come  into  our  Macedonia,  and  help  us,  and 
not  fpend  themfelves  and  their  eftates  in  a  lefs  profitable 
employment  :  for  others,  I  conceive  they  are  not  yet  fitted 
for  this  bufinefs. 

.  Touching  the  difcouragement  which  the  licknefs  and 
mortality  which  every  firft  year  hath  feized  upon  us,  and 
thofe  of  Plymouth,  as  appeareth  before,  may  give  to  fuck 
who  have  caft  any  thoughts  this  way  (of  which  mortality 
it  may  be  faid  of  us  almoft  as  of  the  Egyptians,  that  there 
is  not  an  houfe  where  there  is  not  one  dead,  and  in  fome 
houfes  many)  the  natural  caufes  feem  to  be,  the  want  of 
warm  lodging,  and  good  dyet,  to  which  Englijh  men  are 
habituated  at  home  ;  and  in  the  fudden  increafe  of  heat3 
which  they  endure  that  are  landed  here  in  fummer  ;  the 
fait  meats  at  fea  having  prepared  their  bodies  thereto  ;  for 
thofe  only  thefe  two  laft  years  dyed  of  fevers,  who  landed 
in  June  and  July  ;  as  thofe  of  Plymouth,  who  landed  in 
winter,  dyed  of  the  fcurvy  ;  as  did  our  poorer  fort >  whofe 
houfing  and  beding,  kept  them  not  fufficiently  warm,  nor 
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their  dyet  fufficiently  in  heart  :  other  caufes  God  may 
have,  as  our  faithful  minifter,  Mr.  Wilfon  (lately  handling 
that  point)  fhewed  unto  us  ;  which  I  forbear  to  mention, 
leaving  this  matter  to  the  further  difpute  of  phylicians  and 
divines. 

Wherefore  to  return,  upon  the  third  of  January,  dyed 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  Sharp,  a  godly  virgin,  making  a 
comfortable  end,  after  a  long  ficknefs.  The  plantation 
here  received  not  the  like  lofs  of  any  woman,  fince  we 
came  hither  ;  and  therefore  ihe  well  deferves  to  be  re- 
membred  in  this  place. 

Amongft  thofe  who  dyed  about  the  end  of  this  January, 
there  was  a  girl  of  eleven  years  old,  the  daughter  of  one 
John  Ruggles,  who  in  the  time  of  her  ficknefs,  expreffed 
to  the  minifter,  and  thofe  about  her,  fo  much  faith  and 
afiurance  of  falvation,  as  is  rarely  found  in  any  of  that 
age  ;  which  I  thought  not  unworthy  here  to  commit  to 
memory  :  and  if  any  tax  me  for  wafting  paper  with  re- 
cording thefe  fmail  matters  ;  fuch  may  confider,  that  ftnall 
things  in  the  beginning  of  natural  or  politick  bodies,  are  as 
remarkable  as  greater,  in  bodies  full  grown* 

Upon  the  fifth  of  February,  arrived  here  Mr.  Fierce, 
with  the  fhip  Lyon  of  Brijlol,  with  fupplies  of  victuals  from 
England  ;  who  had  fet  forth  from  Briflol  the  firft  of  De- 
cember before.  He  had  a  ftormy  paffage  hither,  and  loft 
one  of  his  faylors  not  far  from  our  fhore,  who  in  a  tem- 
peft  having  helped  to  take  in  the  fprit  fail,  loft  his  hold  as 
he  was  coming  down,  and  fell  into  the  fea  ;  where,  after 
long  fwimming,  he  was  drowned,  to  the  great  dolour  of 
thofe  in  the  fhip,  who  beheld  fo  lamentable  a  fpectacle, 
without  being  able  to  minifter  help  to  him,  the  fea  was 
fo  high,  and  the  fhip  drove  fo  faft  before  the  wind, 
though  her  fails  were  taken  down.  By  this  Ihip  we  un- 
derftand  of  the  fight  of  three  of  our  {hips,  and  two  EngUJh 
men  of  war  coming  out  of  the  Straits,  with  fourteen  Dun- 
kirks,  upon  the  coaft  of  England,  as  they  returned  from  us, 
in  the  end  of  the  laft  fummer  ;  who  through  Gods  good- 
nefs,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  thirteen  or  fourteen  men,  out 
of  our  three  fhips  ;  and  I  know  not  how  many  out  of  the 
two  men  of  war,  got  at  length  clear  of  them.  The  Charles, 
one  of  our  three,  a  ftout  Ihip,  of  3oo.tonn,  being  fo  torn, 
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ali  ithat  fhe  had  not  much  of  her  left  whole  above  water.  By 
this  fhip  we  alfo  underftand  of  the  death  of  many  of  thofe 
who  went  from  us  the  laft  year  to  England,  as  likewife  of  the 

]d|  I mortality  there  ;  whereby  we  fee  there  are  graves  in  other 
,  1  places  as  well  as  with  us. 

^1    Amongft  others  who  dyed  about  this   time,  was  Mr. 

I  Robert  Welden,  who  in  the  time  of  his  ficknefs  we  had 
chofen  to  be  captain  of  1 00.  foot,  but  before  he  took  po£ 
feffion  of  his  place,  he  dyed,  the  fixteenth  of  this  February, 
c-  (and  was  buried  as  a  fouldier,  with  three  vollyes  of  fhott, 
{(Upon  the  twenty  fecond  6f  February  we  held  a  general 
i  day  of  thankfgiving  throughout  the  whole  colony,  for  the 
\  Ifafe  arrival  of  the  fhip  which  came  laft  with  our  provi- 
\  jfions. 

I  Upon  the  eighth  of  March,  from  after  it  was  fair  day 
flight,  until  about  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  there 
i|  flew  over  all  the  towns  in  our  plantations,  fo  many  flocks 
■i  of  doves,  each  flock  containing  many  thoufands,  and  fome 
Ijfo  many,  that  they  obfcured  the  light,  that  it  pafleth  cred- 
|jit,  if  but  the  truth  fhould  be  written  ;  and  the  thing  was 
lithe  more  ftrange,  becaufe  I  fcarce  remember  to  have  feen 
Ijten  doves  fince  I  came  into  the  country  :  they  were  all 
1 :' 1  turtles,  as  appeared  by  divers  of  them  we  killed  flying, 
jfomewhat  bigger  than  thofe  of  Europe,  and  they  flew  from 
» jjthe  north-eaft,  to  the  fouth-weft  °,  but  what  it  portends, 
i  1 1  know  not. 

The  fhip  now  waits  but  for  wind,  which  when  it  blowes, 
there  are  ready   to  go  aboard  therein  for    England,  Sir 
Richard  Saltonjiall,  Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.  Coddington,  and  many 
others  ;    the  moft  whereof  purpofe  to  return  to  us  again, 
if  God  will.     In  the  mean  time,  we  are  left  a  people  poor 
and  contemptible,  yet  fuch  as  truft  in  God  ;   and  are  con- 
I  tented  with  our  condition,  being  well  affured,  that  he  will 
I  not  fail  us  nor  forfake  us.  .  I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  add 
I  this,  that  the  wheat  we  received  by  this  laft  fhip,  ftands  us 
in  thirteen  or  fourteen  fhillings  a  ftrike,  and  the  peafe, 
about  eleven  fhillings  a  ftrike,  befides  the  adventure,  which 
is  worth  three  or  four  fhillings  a  ftrike  ;  which  is  an  high- 
er price  than  I  ever  tailed  bread  of  before. 

Thus,  Madam,  I  have  as  I  can,  told  your  Honour,  all 
our  matters  \  knowing  your  wifdom  can  make  good  ufe 
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thereof.     If  I  live  not  to  perform  the  like  office  of  my 
duty  hereafter,  likely  it  is,  fome  other  will  do  it  better. 

Before  the  departure  of  the  Ihip  (which  yet  was  wind- 
bound)  there  came  unto  us  fagamore  John,  and ,  one  of 
his  fubjects,  requiring  fatisfa&ion  for  the  burning  of  two 
wigwams,  by  fome  of  the  Englifh  ;  which  wiggwams, 
were  not  inhabited,  but  ftood  in  a  place  convenient  for 
their  fhelter,  when  upon  occafion,  they  fhouid  travel  that 
way.  By  examination  we  found  that  fome  Englijh  fowlers, 
having  retired  into  that  which  belonged  to  the  fubjecl: ; 
and  leaving  a  fire  therin  carelefly  which  they  had  kindled 
to  warm  them,  were  the  caufe  of  burning  thereof.  For 
that  which  was  the  fagamores,  we  could  find  no  certain* 
proof  how  it  was  fired  :  yet  leaft  he  mould  think  us  not 
fedulous  enough  to  find  it  out,  and  fo  mould  depart  dif- 
contentedly  from  us  ;  we  gave  both  him  and  his  fubjecl:, 
fatisfaclion  for  them  both. 

The  like  accident  of  fire  alfo  befel  Mr.  Sharp,  and  Mr. 
Cdborn,  upon  the  feventeenth  of  this  March  ;  both  whofe 
houfes  (which  were  as  good,  and  as  well  furnifhed  as  the 
moil  in  the  plantation)  were  in  two  hours  fpace  burned  to 
the  ground  ;  together  with  much  of  their  houfhold-ftufF, 
apparel,  and  other  things  ;  as  alfo  fome  goods  of  others, 
who  fojourned  with  them  in  their  houfes  ;  God  fo  pleafing 
to  exercife  us  with  corrections  of  this  kind,  as  he  hath  done 
with  others.  For  the  prevention  whereof,  in  our  new 
town  intended  this  fummer  to  be  builded  ;  we  have  order- 
ed that  no  man  there  fhall  build  his  chimney  with  wood, 
nor  cover  his  houfe  with  thatch,  which  was  readily  affent- 
ed  unto  ;  for  that  divers  other  houfes  have  been  burned 
iince  our  arrival. 

Upon  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  came  one  from 
Salem,  and  told  us,  that  upon  the  fifteenth  thereof,  there 
dyed  Mrs.  Skelton,  the  wife  of  the  other  minifter  there. 
She  was  a  godly  and  an  helpful  woman,  fhe  lived  defired, 
and  dyed  lamented,  and  well  deferves  to  be  honourably 
remembred. 

Upon  the  twenty  fifth  of  this  March,  one  of  Watertown 
having  loft  a  calf,  and  about  ten  of  the  clock  at  night9 
hearing  the  howling  of  fome  wolves  not  far  off,  raifed 
many  of  his  neighbours  out  of  their  beds,  that  by  difcharg- 
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ing  their  mufkets  near  about  the  place  where  he  heard 
the  wolves,  he  might  fo  put  the  wolves  to  flight,  and  fave 
his  calf :  the  wind  ferving  fit  to  carry  the  report  of  the 
rnufkets  to  Roxbury,  three  miles  off,  at  fuch  a  time  ;  the 
inhabitants  there  took  an  alarm,  beat  up  their  drum, 
armed  themfelves,  and  fent  in  poft  to  us  to  Bqfton^  to  raife 
us  alfo  :  fo  in  the  morning,  the  calf  being  found  fafe,  the 
(wolves  affrighted,  and  our  danger  paft,  we  went  merrily 
jto  breakfaft. 

I  thought  to  have  ended  before,  but  the  ftay  of  the  fhip, 
and  my  defire  to  inform  your  honour  of  all  I  can,  hath 
caufed  this  addition  :  and  every  one  having  warning  to 
prepare  for  the  fhips  departure  to  morrow,  I  am  now  this 
twenty  eighth  of  March,  1631.  fealing  my  letters. 
Your  Honours 
Old 

Thankful  Servant, 

THOMAS  DUDLEY 


Historical  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Character  of 
Colonel  Ephraim  Williams,  and  of  Williams 
College,  founded  in  1793,  in  conseqtjence  of 
his  liberal  bequest. 

COLONEL  Ephraim  Williams  was  born  at  Newt own ? 
near  Boflor*.  He  was  the  oldeft  fon  of  Colonel 
Ephraim  Williams  ;  who,  afterwards,  was  one  of  the  firft 
fettlers  of  Stockbridge,  and  a  Juftice  of  the  Court  of 
ji  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Hampfhire.  Colonel 
Ephraim,  the  fon,  for  feveral  years  in  early  life,  followed 
lithe  feas  ;  but,  by  the  perfuafion  of  his  father,  relinquifhed 
]|  that  bufinefs.  In  his  feveral  voyages  to  Europe,  he  vifited 
I  England,  Spain,  and  Holland  ;  acquired  graceful  manners, 
land  a  conliderable  flock  of  ufeful  knowledge.  He  poffefT- 
||ed  uncommon  military  talents  ;  and  in  the  war  between 
(England  and  France,  from  the  year  1740  to  1748,  he 
[found  opportunity  to  exert  them.  He  was  appointed 
Ij  Captain  of  a  company  in  the  army  raifed  in  New-England, 
in  what,  was  called  the  Canada  fervice.  Afterwards  he 
i  commanded  the  liue  of  Maffachufetts  forts,  on  the  weft 
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fide   of  Conne&icut-river.     During  this   command,   his 
principal  place  of  refidence  was  Hooiack  fort.     This  flood 
on  the  bank  of  Hoofack-river,  in  Adams,  about  three  miles 
and  a  half  eaft  of  Williamftown.     He  had  alfo  under  his 
command  a  fmall  fort  in  Williamftown,  which  ftood  on  an 
eminence   a   few   rods  north-weft  of  the  meeting-houfe. 
Under  the  protection  of  thefe  forts,  the  firft  fettlers   in 
this  part   of  the   country  began   their  improvements. — 1| 
Colonel  Williams  was  much  converfant  with  them  ;    and  | 
witneffed,  with  humane  and  painful  fenfations,  the  dan-  J 
gers,  difficulties,  and  hardlhips  which  they  were  obliged  to  I 
encounter.     To  encourage  them,  he  intimated  his  inten- 1 
tion  of  doing  fomething  liberal  and  handfome  for  them. 

After  the  peace  concluded  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  1 748,  J! 
he  refided  chiefly  at  Hatfield,  in  the  County  of  Hampfhire. 
When  war  again  broke  out  between  England  and  France,  in 
1755,  he  had  the  command  of  a  regiment  in  the  army  raifed 
in/this,  then,  Province,  for  the  general  defence.     While  at  | 
Albany,  and  on  his  way  to  join  the  army,  he,  on  the  2 2d  of  I 
July,  1755,  made  his  laft  will.  Early  in  September  following,  I 
he  fell — being  fhot  with  a  mufket  ball  through  the  head*  1 
in  the  memorable  battle  fought  with  the  French  and  In-  j 
dians  near  Lake  George.     He  was  then  a  little  more  than 
forty  years  of  age  ;  and  had  always  lived  a  fingle  life. 

In  his  perfon,  he  was  large  and  flefhy.  He  had  a  tafte 
for  books  ;  and  often  lamented  his  want  of  a  liberal  edu- 
cation. His  addrefs  was  eafy,  and  his  manners  pleafing 
and  conciliating.  Affable  and  facetious,  he  could  make 
himfelf  agreeable  in  all  companies ;  and  was  very  generally 
efteemed,  refpecled,  and  beloved.  His  kind  and  obliging 
deportment,  his  generofity  and  condefcenfion,  greatly  en- 
deared him  to  his  foldiers.  By  them,  he  was  uncommonly 
beloved  while  he  lived,  and  lamented  when  dead. 

When  Captain  at  Fort-MafTachufetts,  he  frequently  en- 
tered into  the  paftimes  of  his  foldiers,  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  them,  and  permitted  every  decent  freedom  ;  ano? 
again,  when  the  diver fions  were  over,  he,  with  eafe  and' 
dignity,  refumed  the  Captain. 

His  politenefs  and  addrefs  procured  him  a  greater  influ- 
ence at  the  General  Court  than  any  other  perfon  at  that 
day  poffeffed.    He  was  attentive  and  polite  to  all  defcrip- 
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tiorts  and  claffes  of  men,  but  efpecially  to  gentlemen  of  dig- 
nified characters  ;  and  fought  the  company  and  conver- 
fation  of  men  of  letters. 

The  property  of  Colonel  Williams,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  was  not  very  confiderable.     It  confuted  principally 
in  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations  ;  and  in  new  lands,  in  the 
two  weftern  counties  of  the  Commonwealth.     Yet,  as  far 
as  his  circumftances  enabled  him,  he  generouily  made  pro- 
vifion  in  his  will,  to  anfwer  the  expectations  which  he  had 
raifed  in  the  minds  of  the  firfl  fettlers  of  Williaiiiftown. 
After  feveral  fmall  bequefts  to  his  relatives  and  friends,  he 
willed,  "  That  the  remainder  of  his  lands  fhould  be  fold, 
at  the  difcretion  of  his  executors,  within  five  years  after 
an  eflablifhted  peace  5    and  that  the  interefl  of  the  monies 
&rifing  from  the  fale,  and  alfo  the  interefl  of  his  notes  and 
bonds,  mould  be  applied,  to  the  fupport  of  a  Free-School, 
in  a  townfhip  weft  of  fort  MaiTachufetts  5    provided  the 
jfaid  townihip  fall  within  MaiTachufetts,  upon  running  the 
tine  between  MaiTachufetts  and  New- York,  and  provided 
j-the  faid  townihip,  when  incorporated,  be  called  Williamf- 
I town. "—Both  of  thefe  conditions  took  place. 
I     John  Worthington,  Efq.  of  Springfield  and  Ifrael  Wil- 
jliams,  Efq.  of  Hatfield,  the  executors  of  the  will,  fold  the 
I  lands,  agreeably   to   the  direction  of  the  teftator.      The 
I  monies  arifing  from  the  fales  were  loaned  to  refponfible 
I  men  ;    and  mortgages  taken   to   fecure  the  payment  of 
I  principal  and  intereft.     The  yearly  interefl  was  again  loan- 
led  ;    and  thus,  by  the  provident  and  faithful  management 
| of  the  executors,  the  fund  was  annually  increafed.     In  the 
year  1785,  they  applied  to  the  General  Court  for  an  act 
to  enable  them  to  carry  into  effect  the  benevolent  intention 
of  the  teflator.     An  act  was  accordingly  palled,  incorpo- 
rating "  William  Williams,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Wood- 
bridge  Little,  John  Bacon,   Thomfon   J.   Skinner,   Ifrael 
Jones,  and  David  Noble,  Efquires,  the  Rev.  Seth  Swift  and. 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Collins^  truftees  of  the  donation  of  Ephraim 
Williams,  Efq.  for  maintaining  a  Free-School  in  Williamf- 
town." 

In  the  year  1788,  the  truftees  voted  to  erect  a  building 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Free-School.  A  lottery  was 
granted  them  by  the  General  Court  .to  raife  the  fum  ef 
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4,000  dollars  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Williamftown  raifed* 
by  fubfeription,  2,000  dollars  more  towards  the  expenfe 
of  the  building.  In  1790,  a  brick  building,  eighty-two 
feet  long,  forty-two  wide,  and  four  ftories  high,  was  erect- 
ed ;  containing  twenty-eight  rooms  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  (Indents,  and  a  chapel,  which  occupies  the  fpace  of 
four  rooms.  The  expenfe  of  this  building,  when  finifhed, 
was  eftimated  at  about  1 1,700  dollars.  The  funds  then  re- 
maining at  intereft  amounted  to  about  the  fame  mm. 

In  October,  1791,  the  Free-School  (as  the  act,  in  con- 
formity to  the  will,  termed   it)  was  opened,   under  the 
direction  of  a  preceptor  and  an  Engiifh  fchoolm  after.     An 
uflier  was  foon  afterwards  appointed.     This  fchool  confin- 
ed of  two  departments  ;    a  grammar-fchool,  or   academy, 
and  an  Engiifh  free-fchool.     The  latter  was  almoft  wholly 
compofed  of  boys  from  the  higher  chiles  in  the  common 
fchools    in    Williamftown.     They  were    taught    reading, 
writing  and  arithmetick.     In  the  former,  all  the  arts  and 
fciences,  which  compofe  the  ufual  courfe  of  education  in 
the   New-England   colleges,   were   taught.     This   depart-  j 
ment  rapidly  increafed  in   numbers.     Youth  reforted  to 
it,  not  only  from  the  county  and  vicinity,  but  from  New-  i 
York,  Canada,  and  other  diftant  parts  of  the  country.     Its  I 
ufefulnefs,  in  feveral  refpects,  and  efpecially  in  one,  was; 
foon  experienced.     Many  young  men  came  to  this. Acad-  j 
emy  to  qualify  themfelves  to  become  ufeful  and  reputable  i 
inftructors  of  common  fchools.     Not  a  few  of  them  had 
before  taught  fchool  ;    though  very  imperfectly  qualified' 
for  the  bufmefs.     The  happy  confequence  was,  that  many  I 
of  the  common  fchools  in  this  part  of  the  country  were! 
foon   furnifhed   with   much  more   competent  inftructors  j 
than  had  before  been  employed. 

In  this  fituation  as  to  officers  and  inftruction,  and  in  aj 
Itate  of  increafing  reputation  and  ufefulnefs,  the  Free- 
School  and  Academy  continued  till  September,  1793.  In| 
June  of  that  year,  the  General  Court  incorporated  thai: 
inftitution  into  a  College  ;  and,  in  honour  to  Coloneli! 
Williams,  whofe  liberal  donation  laid  the  foundation  of  |: 
the  funds,  they  called  it  Williams  College.  All  thaj 
gentlemen,  who  were  truftees  of  the  Free-School,  weraj 
made  truftees  of  the  College  \   and  to  them  were  added:, 
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W  i  the  Rev.  Stephen  Weft,  D.  D.  (elected  vice-prefident  at 
iv(  j  the  firft  feflion  of  the  board)  Henry  Van  Schaack,  and 
:c[.l  Elijah  Williams,  Efquires,  and  the  prefident  of  the  College 
louf  for  the  time  being.  The  charter,  or  act  of  incorporation, 
m  allowed  the  board  of  truftees  to  confift  of  feventeen  mem- 
edi  bers,  including  the  prefident — empowered  them  to  fill  all 
Jl  vacancies  which  might  take  place  by  death  or  refignation 
1  «*■— to  confer  the  ufual  academick  degrees,  and  doctorates 
M  after  the  firft  day  of  January,  1800 — and  to  hold  property 
\ ;■(  to  the  clear  annual  amount  of  iix  thoufand  pounds. — The 
[,i   General  Court  accompanied   this  charter  with  a  liberal 

I  grant  of  4,000  dollars,  payable  out  of  the  treafury  of  the 
v    Commonwealth,  at  four  annual  inftalments. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  the  board  of  truftees,  whofe  names 
are  inferted  in  the  charter,  three  have  fince  been  added  by 
election.  Thefe  are  the  Hon.  Stephen  Van  RenfTelaer,  of 
Albany,  late  lieutenant-governor  of  the  ftate  of  New- York, 
the  Rev.  job  Swift,  of  Bennington,   Vermont,  and  the 

II  Rev.  Ammi  R.  Robbins,  of  Norfolk,  Connecticut. 

I  In  October,  1793,  the  College  was  duly  organized,  and 
l  three   fmall    claifes    were    admitted.      The  Englifh  Free- 

I  School  was  difcontinued  ;  but  the  Grammar-School,  or 
h  Academy,  was  continued  in  connection  with  the  College. 

II  In  1794,  a  convenient  houfe  was  built,  and  a  lot  of  fix 
I  acres  of  land  adjoining  was  purchafed,  for  the  ufe  and  ac- 
H  commodation  of  the  prefident. 

The  General  Court,  at  their  feflion  in  January,  1796, 
[   granted  to  the  prefident  and  truftees  of  Williams  College 
!  the  right  of  locating  two   townfhips  in   the  Diftrict  of 
'   Maine.     One  of  thefe  was  fold  in  May  following,  for  about 
1  10,000  dollars,  and  the  avails  of  it,  with  about  2,400  dol- 
lars more,  applied  to  the  erection  of  another  college  edifice. 
This  alfo  is  of  brick,  one  hundred  and  four  feet  by  twenty- 
eight,  four  ftories  high,  and  contains  thirty-two  chambers 
for  the  accommodation  of  ftudents.     Adjoining  to  each 
chamber  is  a  bed-room  and  ftudy  ;    except  three  only, 
which  have  no  bed-room  nor  ftudy,  and  are  ufed  by  the 
three  upper  claifes  as   recitation  chambers.     This  edifice 
was  finilhed  in  1798.     The  fame  year,  a  large  and  elegant 
meeting-houfe,  built  in  Williamftown  by  fubfcription,  was 
completed  and  dedicated.    Towards  this,  the  treafurer  of 

the 
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the  corporation,  by  their  order,  fubfcribed  and  paid  oner 
hundred  pounds  ;  on  condition  that  convenient  pews  and 
feats  fhould  be  affigned  to  the  officers  and  ftudents  of  Col- 
lege, and  that  the  corporation  fhould  have  the  ufe  of  the 
houfe  on  commencement  day,  and  on  other  publick  days. 

About  fix  hundred  dollars  have  been  expended  for  a 
philofophical  apparatus.  The  articles  it  contains  have 
been  very  judicioufly  felected  ;  principally  by  the  advice 
and  direction  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prince,  of  Salem.  It  wants 
fever al  very  ufeful  and  important  articles  ;  which,  from 
the  fcantinefs  of  the  funds,  cannot  at  prefent  be  procured. 

The  library  contains  between  feven  and  eight  hundred 
volumes  only  ;  but  they  are  principally  the  beft  claffick,  or 
the  moft  approved  modern  works.  This  library,  though 
fo  fmall,  with  the  aid  of  a  good  collection  of  three  or  four 
hundred  volumes  belonging  to  two  focieties  of  undergrad- 
uates, furnilhes  the  officers  of  College  and  the  ftudents 
with  a  tolerable  fupply  of  ufeful  and  neceifary  books.  For 
the  privilege  of  ufing  the  library,  each  ftudent  of  the  two 
higher  claffes  pays  twenty-five  cents,  and  each  ftudent  of 
the  two  lower  claffes  feventeen  cents  quarterly.-  The 
money  thus  raifed  amounts  annually  to  feventy  or 
eighty  dollars  ;  and  is  a  fund,  appropriated  by  law,  to 
repair  and  augment  the  library.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
prefident  to  draw  it  annually  from  the  College  treafury, 
apply  it  to  this  purpofc,  and  render  an  account  of  its  appli- 
cation yearly  to  the  board  of  truftees.  This  wife  regula- 
tion enables  the  prefident  to  add  every  year  to  the  library 
fome  of  the  bcft  European  and  American  publications. 

The  executive  officers  and  inftruclors  are  a  prefident, 
a  vice-prefident,  and  three  or  four  tutors.  The  vice-prefi* 
dent  has  no  falary,  and  takes  no  part  in  the  inftruclion  or 
government  of  ColVge,  but  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  refigna^ 
tion  of  the  prefident,  and  until  another  prefident  is  elected 
and  inducted  into  office.  The  falaries  of  the  prefident  and 
tutors  are  very  moderate  ;  amounting,  when  there  are 
four  tutors,  to  only  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  dollars, 
exclufive  of  twenty  dollars  to  the  fenior  tutor,  as  librarian  ; 
viz.  to  the  prefident,  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  to  each 
tutor,  two  hundred  and  leventy-five  dollars. 

Commencement 
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}"i  i  Commencement  is  held  on  the  firft  Wednefday  of  Sep- 
Q<l  itember  annually.  The  firft  commencement  was  held  in 
i  I1795.  One  hundred  and  five  ftudents  of  the  College,  and 
ta[  thirty  other  gentlemen,  have  received  its  public  honours, 

*  (One  hundred  and  three  ftudents  now  belong  to  the  four 
blunder-graduate  claffes, 

W  In  the  courfe  of  ten  years,  viz.  from  1789  to  1799,  the 
«l jtruftees  expended,  in  neceflary  buildings  and  accommoda- 
31  tions  for  the  officers  and  ftudents,  and  in  a  fmall  library, 
1  and    apparatus,    about     twenty-eight    thoufand    dollars. 

Thefe  expenditures  were,  in  their  opinion,  abfolutely  ne* 
it  IcefTary,  in  order  to  meet  and  encourage  the  rapid  increafe 
rj  of  the  inftitution.  While  they  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
1  liberality  of  their  firft  benefactor,  Colonel  Williams,  and 
1'  the  generous  aid  afforded  them  by  the  Legiflature  of  the 

Commonwealth  ;  they  entertain  pleafing  hopes  that  Prov^ 
Jjidence  will  raife  them  up  other  friends,  benefactors,  ancj 

*  (patrons,  as  their  neceflities  call  for  aftiftance,  A  chapel, 
I  and  additions  to  the  apparatus  are,  at  prefent,  very  much 

wanted.  1 

The  fituation  of  the  College,  in  a  decent,  thriving  coun* 

'try  town,  is  found,  by  experience,  to  be  highly  favourable 

5ji  to  the  improvement,  and  morals  of  the  youth.     Compare 

1 J  atively  few  temptations  to  diflipation  and  vice  are  prefenteet 

||  to   them.     The  happy  confequence  has   been,  that  elofe 

i  application  to  ftudy,  due  obfervance  of  the  laws,  decent 

I  manners,  and  good  morals,  have,  with  very  few  exceptions, 

characterized  the  youth  who  have  reforted  to  the  College. 

for  education.     And  it  is  hoped,  that  the  fame  orderly 

conduct,  application,  decency  of  manners   and  purity  of 

morals  will  continue,  through  every  fucceffive  generation 

of  ftudents. 

Williamjiown^  Jan.  26,  1.802, 
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a    topographical    and    historical    account  of 
Marblehead. 

THE  town  of  Marblehead  in  the  county  of  EfTex,  and 
Commonwealth  of  Maffachufetts,  was  originally  a 
part  of  Salem  in  the  fame  county  ;  detached  therefrom,  j 
and  incorporated  as  a  town,  May  2d,  1649.  ^he  town  is 
divided  from  Foreft  river  principally,  on  each  fide  of 
which,  in  Salem  as  well  as  Marblehead,  are  fome  tolerable 
fituations  for  agriculture.  The  firft  fettlers  made  their 
pitch  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  town,  taking  advantage  of 
a  very  good  harbour,  running  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft, 
and  towards  half  a  mile  on  an  average.*  At  the  fouth- 
weft  end  of  the  harbour  the  town  is  connected  with  the 
Great  Neck,  fo  called,  by  a  very  narrow  ifthmus,  feparating 
the  waters  of  Lynn  bay  from  thofe  of  the  harbour. 

About  the  year  1728,  it  was  found  that  the  fea  was  faiL 
encroaching  on  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  this  ifthmus,  fo  as  to 
endanger  the  prefervation  and  fecurity  of  the  harbour. 
The  government  of  the  province  at  that  time  attended  to 
the  fubjeel:,  as  it  refpe&ed  not  only  the  town  in  particular, 
but  the  trade  of  the  province  in  general  ;  and  ordered  by 
an  Acl  the  fum  of  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty^eight 
pounds,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury,  for  necejary 
repairs.  It  feems  that  about  the  year  1762,  fome  necejfary 
repairs  were  made.  In  the  year  1790,  although  the  town 
had  carefully  endeavoured  to  fecure,  fupport,  and  keep  the 
fame  in  good  repair,  the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Maffachufetts,  confidering  that  the  prefervation  of  the 
faid  harbour  was  a  matter  of  public  concern,  &c.  granted 
a  fum  of  £.1000  to  be  raifed  by  a  lottery  or  lotteries,  the 
proceeds  whereof  mould  be  applied  in  repairing  the  forti- 
fications of  the  ifthmus,  before  that  time  made,  andjn 
further  fecuring  the  fame. 
This 

*  The  foil  is  very  rocky,  if  any  part  of  this  rough  fpot  can  be  called 
foil — to  a  ftranger  it  appears  more  like  a  ridge  of  rocks  than  ground  for 
cultivation.  In  the  oration  upon  the  death  of  Prefident  Holyoke,  who 
had  been  once  a  minifter  in  this  town,  it  is  defcribed, 

"  Mai-maracria,  oppidum  maritimum,  faxis  abundans  :  inde,  novan- 
glice  di&um,  Marblehead.  Afperrima  vox,  aures  latinas  horride  per- 
ftringens. 
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This  indulgence  was  peculiarly  opportune  and  accepta- 
ble, as  the  town  fufFered  by  diftreffes  confequent  upon  the 
American  revolution.  About  the  year  1742,  this  town 
was  authorifed  by  the  Government,  it  feems,  with  a  grant 
(of  £'6go  to  erect  within  the  town  or  harbour  a  good  and 
fufficient  breaft-work,  and  a  platform  built  for  the  accom- 
modation of  12-pounders,  or  other  guns  equivalent,  and 
fuitable  warlike  ftores.  This  fort  was  of  courfe  erected, 
and  carefully  attended,  under  the  infpedtion  of  the  late 
Captain  Thomas  Gerry,  the  commanding  officer,  and 
others,  till  it  became  the  property  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  ufual  provifos,  attending  fuch  publick  pro- 
perty ;  and  is  now  become  a  very  refpeclable  fortification 
as  a  key  to  protect  the  interior  part  of  Salem,  its  fort  and 
citadel,  and  the  interior  part  of  Beverly. 

The  body  of  the  town  is  near  four  miles  in  length,  and 
two  miles  wide,  containing  about  3,700  acres.  The  Great 
Neck,  fo  called,  is  about  one  mile  in  length  and  half  a  mile 
wkle  on  an  average,  and  contains  about  300  acres.  The 
whole  may  be  eftimated  about  4,000  acres,  excluiive  of  two 
||fmall  iflands.  The  town  is  bounded  on  the  north,  the 
eaft,  and  fouth-weft,  by  Salem  bay,  the  fea,  and  Lynn 
bay  ;  and  weft  and  north-weft,  by  Salem  and  Foreft- 
river  ;  fo  folitary  and  detached,  that  it  is  not  a  thorough 
fair  to  other  places. 

The  firft  fettlers,  though  few  in  number,  and  fmall  in 
[means,  attached  themfelves  in  part  to  agriculture,  but 
principally  to  the  cod-fifhery  and  merchandize,  which  has 
been  the  cafe  very  much  with  their  pofterity. 

In  the  year  17 14,  the  place  is  thus  defcribed  by  one* 
!| who  was  capable  of  making  juft  obfervations  upon  men 
land  manners  \    and  who  lived  long  enough  to  fee  it  in 
jthe  moft  flourifhing  ftate  :     "  There  were  two  companies 
I  of  men,   badly  clothed,  who   attempted   to  do  military 
Ijduty,  but  trained   to  no  military  difcipline  but  that  of 
\  whipping  the  fnake,  as  they  called  it.     Now,  (in  1766)  and 
for  years  paft  we  have  feen  it,  a  diftincl  regiment  is  comple- 
ted of  feven  companies,  well  clad,  bright  countenances, 
vigorous  and  active  men  ;    fo  well  trained  in  the  ufe  of 
their  arms,  and  the  various  motions  and  marches,  as  to 
I  exceed  moft  other  regiments  in  the  country,  and  equal 
*  Rev.  Mr,  Barnard's  diary,  in  MS.  the 
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the  beft  in  the  appearance  of  fpirited  men,  and  the  man- 
ual exercife." 

The  fame  writer  obferves,  that  the  town  improved  in 
every  thing  elfe  equal  to  the  excellence  exhibited  at  a  mil- 
itary review.  Early  in  the  century,  or  before  1720* 
"  There  was  not  a  carpenter,  a  tailor,  not*  mafon,  nor 
butcher  in  the  town  ;  nor  any  thing  of  a  market  worth 
naming.  They  had  their  houfes  built  by  country  work- 
men, and  their  clothes  made  out  of  town,  and  fupplied 
themfelves  with  beef  and  pork  from  Bofton,  which  drain-! 
ed  the  town  of  its  money.  Some  years  after,  the  town 
abounded  with  artificers,  good  workmen  of  every  defcrip- 
tioh,  and  the  market  had  a  full  fupply«  At  the  time  before 
mentioned,  there  was  not  one  foreign  veftel,  although  the 
town  always  pollened  every  advantage  for  a  free  and  ex* 
tenfive  navigation.  The  people  contented  themfelves  to 
be  Haves  to  work  in  the  mines,  leaving  it  to  the  merchants 
bf  Salem,  Bofton,  and  Europe,  to  carry  off  the  gains,  by  j 
which  means  the  town  was  poor,  and  in  debt  : — fo  much  | 
were  they  involved  in  debt  to  merchants  of  other  places, 
that  very  few  families,  not  more  than  twenty,  were  inde- 
pendent as  to  their  circumftances.  They  were  generall)* 
a  rude,  fwearing,  drunken,  and  fighting  crew,  but  as  they 
increafed  in  numbers,  they  made  improvements  in  focial 
life,  in  virtue  and  good  morals.  By  the  middle  of  the 
century,  the  manners  of  the  people  were  fo  much  cultivat- 
ed, as  to  be  remarkable  for  their  civilities,  and  efpecially 
for  their  hofpitality  to  ftrangers.  There  were  not  only 
gentleman-like  families,  and  pious  and  well  behaved  peo- 
ple in  the  town,  but  the  very  fifhermen  rofe  fuperior  to 
the  rudenefs  of  the  former  generations.  When  they  were 
perfuaded  by  individuals  of  publick  fpirit  to  fend  their  fiih 
to  foreign  markets,  they  foon  became  converfant  with  the 
myfteries  of  trade,  they  foon  like  wife  became  fenfible  of 
the  advantage  they  mould  reap  by  it.  And  while  indi- 
viduals grew  rich,  the  town  alfo  received  the  benefit. 

"  Mr.  Jofeph  Swett,  a  young  man  of  ftricl:  juftice,  of  great 
induftry,  enterprifing  genius,  quick  apprehehfion,  and  firm 
refolution,  but  fmall  fortune,  was  the  firft  man  who  en- 
gaged in  it.  He  fent  a  cargo  to  Barbadoes,  and  from  the 
profits  of  the  voyage  found  that  he  increafed  his  ftock,  and 

went 
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went  on  building  veffels  :  Till  he  was  enabled  to  fend 
veffels  to  Europe,  loading  them  with  fifh,  and  pointing  out 
to  others  the  path  to  riches.  The  more  promifing  young 
men  of  the  town  followed  his  example  ;  and  from  this 
Ifmall  beginning,  Marblehead  became  one  of  the  firft  trad- 
ing towns  of  the  Bay.  In  the  year  1766,  there  were  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  mips,  brigs,  mows,  and  topfail 
fchooners  engaged  in  foreign  trade." 

The  town  before  the  American  revolution  (in  the  words 
of  a  refpectable  gentleman,  who  preached  the  fermon  at 
the  ordination  of  Mr.  Hubbard)  "  as  to  its  numbers  and 
opulence,  fwarmed  with  inhabitants,  was  a  pattern  of  in- 
duftry,  flouriihed  in  trade,  and  abounded  with  wealth  ; 
from  hence,  as  from  a  fountain,  ftreams  of  wealth  flowed 
out,  which  greatly  enriched  the  vicinity,  and  penetrated 
far  into  the  country." 

About  the  year  1770,  this  town  was  fuppofed  to  contain 
a  greater  number  of  inhabitants  than  any  other  town   of 
the  province,  Bofton  excepted  ;  its  proportion  in  the  prov- 
ince tax  was  next  to  Bofton,  and  was  fuppofed  at  that  time 
I  to  have  imported  more  hard  money  than  any  other  town 
I  in  the  province* 

The  locality  of  the  immediate  and  direct  buiinefs  of  the 
cod-fiihery,  renders  it  very  natural  that  difafters  attending 
jthe  fame  might  be  concentrated  to  one  point  of  view  ; 
j j  while  the  extenfive  ramifications  of  mercantile  buiinefs 
(from  the  Diftric't.  of  Maine  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  does 
I  not  afford  the  advantage  of  a  central  point  at  which  to 
!i  average  loiles  in  this  laft  refpecl. 

The  town  of  Marblehead  is  one  of  the  few  that  have 
I  earneftly  entered  into  this  buiinefs  of  cod-fiihery.     In  gen- 
\  eral,  the  town  have  been  fuccefsful  ;  but  at  fome  periods 
their  fuccefs  has  been  checked.     A  ftriking  inftance  of  it 
j  is  that  in  the  year  1771.     The  difafters  they  met  with  in 
j  that  time  were  fuch,  as  to  leave,  in  a  helplefs  fituation,  a 
very  coniiderable  number  of  widows  and  fatherlefs  chil- 
dren.    Much  to  the  credit  of  the  government  of  the  pro- 
vince  at  the  time  being,  and  of  the  good  people  thereof, 
it  muft  be  obferved  in  this  recital,  that  by  means  of  a 
Brief,  iffued  by  the  government,  the  fum  of  £.1 17-16-10-^ 
was  collected  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  diftreffed  per- 
I         \VoL  viii.]  .    ions 
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fons  in  faid  town  of  Marblehead,  and  committed  to  a  re* 
fpeclable  committee  for  diftribution.-  In  contrail  to  th£ 
difafter  lafl  mentioned,  it  may  be  remarked,  with  grati- 
tude to  Him  who  permits  Zebulon  to  rejoice  in  his  goings 
forth,  that,  in  Augufl  4,  1800,  arrived  into  the  port  of 
Marblehead  fixteen  bankers  from  the  fulling  banks,  aver- 
aging 650  quintals  each  ;  total,  10,400  quintals  of  fiih : 
betides  remarkable  fuccefs  during  both  the  years  1800— 
1 801.  On  July  18,  of  the  laft  mentioned  year,  one  fifh- 
ing  fchooner  arrived  from  the  banks,  on-  her  iirft  fare, 
with  28,000,  tantamount  to  900  quintals. 

After  the  year  177 1,  their  numbers  and  opulence,  at 
this  givui  period,  confidered,  began  a  feries  of  difafter3 
6C  horrenda  diciu." 

The  firft  was  on  the  introduction  of  the  fmall-pox  into 
the  town,  and  the  deftruclion  of  the  hofpital  at  Cat  ifland, 
near  the  town.  This  iiland  belonged  to  the  town  of,  Sa- 
lem, and  the  trefpafs  was  againft  the  town  as  well  as  the 
proprietors  of  the  hofpital,  as  the  iiland  was  their  foil.  It 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  rude  and  uncultivated  conduct 
of  foine  individuals,  unreftrained  by  government,  influ- 
enced by  private  piques,  and  not  led  by  animofities  of  any 
other  kind. 

Their  next  and  a  prominent  inconvenience  took  place  at 
the  commencement  of  the  American  revolution  :  having 
been  nearly  exhaufted  in  property,  they  were  overtaken 
in  a  common  refentment  of  injuries  offered  to  the  pro- 
vinces by  their  parent  country.  Through  this  revolution 
they  paifed,  perhaps  in  greater  diflrefs  than  any  other  place 
in  the  United  States.  Their  opulent  merchants  leaving 
their  ftand  for  bufinefs,  fubmitting  their  property  to  be 
facrificed,  and  retiring  to  interior  parts  for  immediate 
fafety  :  another  clafs  of  citizens  being  obliged  to  do  the 
fame  ;  and  a  different  clafs  forced  into  the  land  and  fea 
fervice,  contrary  to  their  former  habits  ;  befides  another 
clafs  that  took  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods,  and 
flood  by  the  fluff. 

In  the  politicks  of  their  country  they  have  ever  taken 

a  part.      The  compiler*  of  this,  well   remembers  an  in- 

llance  in  the  publick  rejoicing  on  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 

Acl  :  in  the  courfe  of  which,  an  excellent  member  of  foci- 

*  Isaac  Mansfield,  Efq.  etyr 
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\  ety,  civil  and  ecclefiaftical,  from  pure  and  unadulterated 
patriotifm,  difplayed  his  feelings  by  a  golden  candleflick 
I  for  the  place  of  the  king,  and  a  filver  candleftick  for  each 
j  x)£  his  minifters,  beautifully  illuminating  his  illuminated 
I  houfe  ! 

1      In  the  diftreffes  to  which  the  town  of  Bofton  was  redu- 
i\  ced  by  the  Bofton  Port  Bill^  which  took  place,  June  1,  1774, 
I  and  by  other  fubfequent  aclis  of  parliament,  while  large 
I  fupplies  of  proy-ifions  were  £urnimed  by  different  towns, 
ij  Marblehead  was  not  deficient.     It  appears,  by  their  inftruc- 
I  tions  to  their  reprefentative,  June  6,  1774,  that  their  feel- 
ings  were  alive  for  the  diftreffed,  but  truly  refpeclable  Bof- 
I  tonians  ;    directing  that  the  Boftonians  Ihould  not  be  iuf- 
I  fered  to  bear  more  than  their  proportionable  part  of  the 
I  unrighteous  facrifice  then  making  of  their  intereft  ;  pro- 
I  poling  that  the  fame  mould  be  equally  borne,  if  not  by  the 
I  provinces  in  general,  by  this  in  particular  ;  averring,  that 
in  fupporting  them,  they  mould  be  propping  the  tottering 
liberties  of  America.     At  the  fame  meeting  of  the  town9 
by  a  vote,  they  directed  the  feleclmen  to  accommodate  the 
j  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  and  other  towns  immediately  af- 
]  fectec}  by  the  Port  Bill,  during  its  operation,  with  the  ufe 
of  their  publick  buildings,  free  of  any  expenfe.     At  the 
fame  time,  their  merchants,  partaking  of  the  fame  philan- 
I  thropick  and  patriotick  principles,  opened  their  ftores,  and 
offered  their  wharves,  to  the  convenience  of  fuch  of  their 
oppreffed  neighbours  as  might  be  thereby  accommodated. 
In  the  year  1775,  the  town  of  Marblehead  furnifhed  of 
its  own  inhabitants  to  the  publick  fervice  one  intire  reg- 
iment, completely  officered  and  manned  ;  the  value  of  this 
regiment  at  that  trying  period,  compofed  of  men  inured 
to  fatigue  and  danger,  and  not  wafted  by  ficknefs  in  any 
one  inftance,  is  beft  determined  by  a  recollection  of  their 
patience,  bravery  and  effective  fervice. 

The  valiant  James  Mug  ford,  who  was  the  commander 
in  taking  a  powder  fhip  from  the  enemy,  early  in  the  courfe 
of  the  American  war,  and  loft  his  life  in  the  enterprife3 
and  whofe  family  has  never  yet  received  the  bounty  pro- 
vided by  government  in  fuch  cafe,  was  an  inhabitant  of 
this  town.  In  the  year  1780,  a  brig,  with  the  commander 
and  his  crew,  belonging  to  this  town,  was  captured  by  a 

Brkiffi 
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Britifli  privateer  ;    they  foon  took  poffeflion  of  the  priva- 
teer, and  thereby  availed  themfelves  of  the  brig. 

In  the  year  1782,  three  lads  were  put  on  board  a  brig 
at  Ouebeck,  to  be  lent  to  England  ;  after  having  been  at 
fea  a  few  days,  they  took  poffeflion  of  her,  and  conducted 
her  in  fafety  to  this  town,  the  place  of  their  nativity.  In 
the  fame  year,  the  fhip  St.  Helena,  efcorting  an  American 
fleet  from  Havana  to  Philadelphia,  was  taken  by  the 
Britiih  floop  of  war  Lively,  commanded  by  Michael  Stan* 
hope,  Efq. ;  about  ten  of  the  prifoners,  under  the  direction 
of  three  lads,  of  this  place  (each  of  them  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age)  retook  the  Lively,  and  conducted  her  into 
Havana,  where  fhe  was  fold  for  a  very  handfome  price. 
Indeed,  the  particular  narration  of  fimilar  enterprizes, 
appropriated  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  would  fwell 
this  recital  too  much  ;  for  which  the  compiler  muft  very 
particularly  apologize  to  the  readers  and  others  interefteA 
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The  cenfus  of  1800,  compared  with  that  of  1790,  mews 
a  decreafe  ;  this  decreafe  is  to  be  attributed  in  part,  if  not 
wholly,  to  the  emigration  of  many  families  and  individuals, 
as  well  as  the  wafte  of  many  other  individuals  in  the  fea  fer- 
vice,  who  had  been  enumerated  in  the  cenfus  of  1790.  In  a 
natural  ftate  of  things,  the  number  of  females  in  the  human 
fpecies  is  about  equal  to  the  number  of  males  ;  and  while ',  for 
fome  purpofe  hidden  in  the  counfels  of  Infinite  Wifdom, 
wars,&c.  are  permitted, a  proper  balance  is  preferved  between 
the  fexes,  notwithftanding  the  ufual  and  common  wafte 
or  deficiency,  occafioned  by  wars  and  fea  fervice  ;  fuch  an 
accurate  proportion  continued  between  males  and  females, 
tends  very  greatly  to  prove  the  providential  government 
of  God,  if  fuch  proof  or  confirmation  can  be  wanting  or 
found  convenient.  However,  it  may  be  confidered  as 
lingular,  that  in  the  late  cenfus  of  this  town,  there  are 

found 
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I  found  to  be,  including  all  ages,  two  hundred  and  eighty 
I  four  females  more  than  males. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  town  of  Marblehead,  on  March  i6> 
|[  1789,  it  was  voted  to  prefent  his  Excellency  John  Adams, 
jl'iEfq.  (then  fecond  in  rank  to  George  Washington,  the 
I  father  and  faviour  of  his  country)  with  an  addrefs  \  which 
[addrefs  was  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

"  Sir, 

"  The  inhabitants    of  Marblehead,  in   common   with 

"  their  fellow-citizens,  have  ever  felt   ilrongly  impreifed 

"  with  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  fatisfaclion  for  the  em- 

pc  inent  fervices  rendered  by  you  to  the  United  States  of 

"  America  m  all  their  foreign  negociations,  which  have 

"  been    committed  to  your  charge.      In  confidering  the 

<c  refult  of  thefe  negociations,  we  find  ourfelves  under  very 

r!  peculiar  obligations  for  your  faithful  and  unfhaken  pat- 

<c  ronage  of  the  fifhery,  which  we  apprehended  to  have 

;"  been  in  danger  from  the  politicks  and  interefts  of  pow- 

"  erful  nations. 

"  We  therefore,  now  being  legally  affembled  in  town- 
!"  meeting,  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept  this  our  unan- 
j"  imous  addrefs,  as  expreffing  our  fenfe  of  thofe  elfential 
"  benefits,  which  we  now  enjoy  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
p  fifhery,  for  which  we  believe  ourfelves  more  especially 
N  indebted  to  your  Excellency. 

I  Ci  While  we  are  enjoying  the  fulnefs  of  thofe  benefits, 
1 "  we  pray  your  Excellency  will  indulge  us  to  furaifh  your 
;"  table  with  a  fmall  fhare  of  the  fruits  of  your  good  fer~ 
I  ^  vices,  which  we  wilh  may  be  accepted  as  a  mark  of  our 
I"  gratitude." 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  an  increafe  of  natural  and 
moral  evil,  will  bear  fbme  proportion  to  an  increafe  of  pop- 
ulation and  its  concomitants.  It  feems  defigned  by  Prov* 
idence,  that  various  and  differing  kingdoms,  nations,  &c« 
mail  at  fome  period,  become  united  as  one  ;  commerce 
naturally  tends  to  this  object  :  but,  as  it  is  neceffary  to 
check  an  undue  ambition ^  the  wifdom  of  Providence  per- 
mits an  evil  to  attend  this  important  tendency  ;  and, 
commonly  diiipation   and   vice  are   mutually  and  alter* 

nately 
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nately  imported  and  exported  ;    though  the  fame  Prov- 
idence  gives  a  remedy  in  the  cafe  by  fupplying  the  growing 
number  of  inhabitants   with  the  means  of  encouraging 
inftitutions  of  religion  and  education.,  and  frequently  we 
find  a  difpofition  in  mankind  to  devote  a  part  of  their  atr 
tention  to   thefe  important  objects,      Where  inftitutions 
of  religion  are  fupported  and  connected  with  a  liberal  tol? 
eration  of  different  denominations,  and  where  education1 
is  encouraged  with  the  fame  indulgence,  confidering  the 
very  great  variety  in  the  improvement  of  the  human  mind, 
under  fuch  advantages,  it  muft  be  very  ftrange,  to  find  all 
agreeing  entirely  in  opinion  ;    and  in  fact,  we  may  plainly  j 
trace  the  wifdom  of  Providence  in  this  refpect,  inafmuch ! 
as  difference  in  opinions  on  religious  or  political  fubjects,  j 
if  attended  with    a  generous  toleration,  may  operate  in  j 
mollifying   difcordant    apprehenfions,    and    extinguifhing  j 
violence  of  party  fpirit.     The  common  differences  in  opin- 
ion on  thefe  fubjects  have  ever  been  preferved  in  this  place 
in  the  bonds  of  peace,  and  a  common  medium,  between 
the  extremes  of  intolerance,  has  been  invariably  purfued. 

It  is  very  lingular,  that,  notwithstanding  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town  have  ever  diftinguifhed  themfelves,  as  well 
by  their  attachment  to  means  of  education  as  to  thofe  of 
religion,  at  the  fame  time  difplaying  their  patriotifm  and 
fenfe  of  the  importance  of  publick  virtue  \  fo  few  of  their 
fons  were  found  honoured  with  a  place  in  the  catalogue  o£ 
the  Harvard  Univerfity,  previous  to  the  American  rev- 
olution. Directed  by  his  own  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
education,  the  Rev.  John  Barnard,  by  his  laft  will,  depofit- 
cd  with  the  faid  Univerfity  a  teftimonial  of  his  regard  to 
the  interefts  of  religion  and  literature. 

At  or  about  the  commencement  of  the  American  rev- 
olution, the  finances  of  the  town  were  fuch  as  to  render  it 
convenient  to  them,  as  well  as  to  their  duty,  to  addrefs: 
themfelves  to  the  important  fubject  of  education  of  the 
riling  generation,  and  fupport  an  adequate  number  of 
fchools  for  the  purpofe  :  but  inter  arma  filent  leges.  In 
other  words,  all  inftitutions  for  the  regular  government 
of  political  bodies  of  men  and  for  education  of  their  riling 
pofterity,  muft  be  proftrated  in  a  ftate  of  war. 

Gradually 
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Gradually  advancing  from  the  embarrafled  circumftan-^ 
ces,  in  which   the  late  revolution  left    them,  about  the 
beginning  of  the  year   1788,  the  parents  of  four  or  five 
and  twenty  youths  in  Marblehead,  obferving  that  the  pub- 
lick  grammar-fchool  and  writing-fchools  upon  private  ef- 
tablifhment  there,  were  fo  much  crowded  with  fcholars, 
that  their  children  could  not  have  that  attention  of  the 
1  {matters,  however  well  qualified  they  might  be  for  their 
I  refpective  departments,  that  they  (the  parents)  conceived 
fjneceflary  for  their  making  fuch  progrefs  in  literature,  as 
they  might  reafonably  expect,  had  in  contemplation,  and 
^formed  a  defign,  of  procuring  a  preceptor  to  teach  their 
children  only  reading,   writing,   Englifh    grammar,   the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages,  arithmetick,  accounts,  geog^ 
raphy,  mufick,  rhetorick,  the  art  of  fpeaking,  &c.     And 
jat  the  fame  time  to  inftil  into  their  minds,  virtuous  and 
religious  principles  ;  whereby  they  might  become  ufefui 
members  of  fociety : — and  out  of  their  number  they  felect* 
ed  certain  perfons,  as  their  truftees,  to  carry  their  defign 
jinto  execution,  by  procuring  a  proper  perfon  for  a  pre- 
ceptor, and  engaging  him  a  fuitable  falary*  providing  a 
proper  place  for  attending  the  inftru&ion  of  the  pupils, 
and  to  regulate  the  fchool  reflecting  the  inftruction  and 
government  thereof  ;    and  to  thefe  truftees  the  parents  of 
the  pupils  were  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  charges, 
J  jquarterly. 

|j  The  truftees  of  this  inftitution  fo  exerted  themfelves, 
j  ithat  about  the  firft  of  April,  1788,  the  fchool  was  opened, 
I  in  a  building  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Proclor,  in  the  north-weft 
jjpart  of  the  town,  being  the  moft  convenient  place  then 
■to  be  obtained  :    the  fchool  having  the  name  of  the  Acad- 

emy  applied  to  it. 
I  The  preceptor,  for  the  firft  fix  months,  was  Mr.  Free^- 
I  man,*  a  gentleman  of  fuch  accomplifhments  as  to  afford 
jhthe  proprietors  (or  undertakers)  of  the  fchool  a  profped 
i  I  equal  to  their  fondeft  wifhes  for  their  children.  Mr.  Free- 
J  man  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Harris,!  not  lefs  accomplifhed 

for 

*  Graduated  at  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  (Maflachufetts)  1787. 
f  Graduated  at  the  Umveriky  Aforementioned,  1786. 
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for  the  important  fervice,  who  continued  in  the  precept 
tor's  chair  feveral  years. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1789,  a  number  of  publick 
fpirited  perlons,  among  whom  were  fome,  if  not  all  the 
truftees  of  the  academy,  taking  into  confideration  the  pro- 
priety of  there  being  in  the  town  of  Marblehead,  a  build- 
ing adapted  to  publick  ufes,  fuch  as  an  aiTembly-room3 
occafional  exhibitions,  meetings  of  the  fele&men,  alfefTorsJ 
and  other  town-officers,  academical  exercifes,  &c,  havCjj 
with  great  difpateh,  erected  an  elegant  building,  in  a  place! 
now  called  School-ftreet. — One  part  of  this  building  being! 
accommodated  to  the  purpofes  of  a  fchool,  with  a  fpeciaj 
view  to  the  truftees  of  the  academy  procuring  and  hiring 
it  for  that  purpofe  9  gives  occaiion  of  the  whole  edifice 
being  called  by  the  name  of  Academy-Hall.  The  fcholars 
of  the  academy  moved  unto  this  edifice,  June  30th,  1789  ^ 
and,  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  there  was  had  there,  a  pub-  j 
lick  annual  exhibition  of  academical  exercifes  ;  to  the  gen«| 
eral  fatisfaction  of  near  three  hundred  fpectators  from  this*| 
and  the  neighbouring  towns. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Prince,  a  young  gentleman  of  feventeenj 
years  of  age,  having  been,  about  four  or  five  years  before.! 
initiated  in  Latin  grammar,  at  the  publick  fchool,  when 
he  read  Cheever's  Accidence,  Clark's  Corderius,  iEiop'; 
Fables,  and  perhaps  Erafmus  ;  and  afterwards  having  bees 
employed  by  a  ihop-keeper  ;  became  a  pupil  in  the  acad 
emy,  at  its  firft  opening,  in  1788,  beginning  his  ftudie: 
there  by  reading  Caftalio's  Dialogues  ;  and,  without  ani 
extra  and  fpecial  care  and  attention  of  the  preceptors,  ha 
been  fitted  for  college,  and  was  fome  time  in  the  laic 
month  of  July  laft  offered  at  and  admitted  a  ftudent  a 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  in  the  Commonwealth  o 
Maffachufetts. 

This  young  gentleman,  the  firft  fruit  of  this  academy 
appeared  to  give  credit  to  it  ;  he  paffed  the  term  of  hi 
education  at  the  Univerfity  with  difcretion,  and  advantage 
to  himfelf ;  foon  after  he  received  the  ufual  honours  o\ 
the  fame,  he  retired  into  the  interior  parts  of  New-Hampj 
fhire,  where  he  became  the  preceptor  of  an  academy. 

Having   been    imprefled  in   a    ferious    manner  in   hi 
younger  years,  he  now  difplayed  his  promifing  talents  as 
*  Marblehead.  preached 
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I  preacher,  and  was  very  foon  invited  to  take  the  pqftoral 
I  care  of  a  church,  to  which  he  had  early  devoted  himfelf. 

But  the  great  Head  of  the  church  was  pleafed,  in  infinite 
wifdom,  to  nip  the  bud,  and  check  riling  expectations  by 
his  death,  after  a  very  fhort  iicknefs,  and  before  he  could 
be  regularly  feparated  to  the  work  of  a  gofpel  minifter. 

Befide  the  laft  mentioned,  feveral  others  have  been 
initiated  in  this  academy  into  the  firft  principles  and  rudi- 
ments of  the  dead  languages,  fome  having  completed  their 
I  college  education  -,  and  others  now  progreffing. 

Of  perfons  not  born  in    Marblehead,   inhabitants, 

and  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  the  number  is  21 

Of  perfons  born  in  Marblehead  and  graduated,  &c.  30 

Of  another  clafs,  not  graduated,                  -  6 

Now  progreffing  in  education  at  the  Univerfity,     -  4 

I11  addition  to  the  Handing  fchool,  capable  of  accommo- 
dating from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  pupils,  the  town 
has  erected  two  buildings  for  publick  fchools,  befide  fup~ 
porting  other  fchools  for  the  benefit  of  the  lower  clanes 
of  pupils. 

May  it  be  found,  that  among  the  rough  rocks  there  are 
\fiones  to  be  met  with,  capable  of  receiving  a  proper  polifh  ; 
J  may  light  be  emitted  equal  to  the  luftre  of  the  choiceft 
I  diamonds  ;  and  the  ancient  obfervation  be  verified, 

Sint  Mascenates 

1  Nunquam  deferunt  Marones. 

Prefent  your  geniufes  capable  of  improvement,  they  fliall 
be  fupplied  with  able  inftruclors  ! 

Ecclesiastical  State.] — The  ecclefiaftical  affairs  of 
fo  refpeclable  a  people  as  the  inhabitants  of  Marblehead, 
merit  fome  more  particular  attention  than  a  general  ac- 
J  count  of  the  paftors,  or  the  order  of  the  churches.  No 
i  place  in  Maffachufetts  can  be  mentioned  where  they  have 
I  paid  more  refpect  to  the  clergy,  or  have  been  more  regular 
j  in  their  attendance  upon  publick  worfhip. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Cheever,  their  firft  minifter,  was  or- 
dained 1684.     -He  had  preached  with  them  fixteen  years 
previoufly  to  his  fettlement  \    and  died  in  the  year.  1724, 
K         \Vol  via.]  \  aged 
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aged  eighty-five.     He  was  a   man  furnifhed  with   good 
abilities,  both  natural  and  acquired  ;  a  conftant  and  zeal-- 
ous   preacher.      Above  fifty  years,  he  preached  without 
being  taken  off  from  his  labours  one  fabbath.     In  Ocro^ 
ber,  17 1 9,  the  infirmities  of  age  obliged  him  to  take  leave 
of  his  ftated  exercifes,  which  he  did  from  thofe  wordsy 
John  ix.  4.  /  muft  work  the  works  of  him  that  fent  me,  while 
it  is  day,  &c.     He  was  a  man  of  peace,  and  a  catholick  ! 
mind  ;    would  never  join  himfelf  to  any  party  in   the  I 
town,  but  thofe  which  were  for  God  and  religion  againft  ; 
vice  and  immorality.     It  was  a  fignal  favour  to  Marble-  j 
head,  that  he  lived  to  fuch  an  age,  and  that  he  was  bleffed  [ 
with  fuch  a  conftitution  and  firm  health,  as  to  be  able  to  j 
fay  that  he  never  was  fick  in  all  his  life.     When  he  died, 
the   lamp    of  life  fairly  burnt  out ;    for  he  felt  no  pain  j 
even  in  his  expiring  moments.     He  left  a  widow,  who  i 
had  been  his  companion  fifty-four  years,  and  feveral  chil-  j 
dren.     Some  of  their  defcendants  remain  to   this   day ;  | 
among   them,   have  been   worthy  minifters,  and  others  I 
equally  refpe&able  in  a  different  line  of  life.* 

In  the  year  17 14,  Mr.  Cheever  being  aged,  though  not  j 
otherwife  infirm,  the  church  invited  candidates  to  preach  ;  j 
and  after  hearing  feveral  well  accomplifhed  young  men, 
made  choice  of  Mr.  John  Barnard,  for  their  afliftant  pat  1 
tor.     He  was  born  in  Bofton,  1681,  and  died  in  Januarys 
1770,  at  Marblehead.     His  education  was  begun  at  the 

grammar 

*  The  family  of  Cheevers  have  been  remarkable  for  longevity.  Tile 
famous  Ezekiel  Cheever,  author  of  the  Accidence,  Scripture  Prophecies, 
&c.  was  the  father  of  Mr.  Cheever  of  Marblehead.  He  died  in  the 
year  1708,  aged  ninety-four.  He  had  been  for  feventy  years  a  fchool- 
mafter,  firft  at  New-Haven,  in  the  year  1637  ;  then  at  Ipfwich  ;  then 
at  Charleftown  ;  and  from  the  year  1670  to  his  death  was  preceptor  of 
Bofton  grammar-fchool.  There  have  been  feveral  of  the  family  who 
died  near  ninety,  and  at  fourfcore.  They  were  equally  remarkable  for 
florid  health  while  they  lived,  as  for  the  number  of  years. 

It  is  among  the  defiderata  of  the  Hiftorical  Society  to  have  biograph* 
ical  fketches  of  the  excellent  matter  E%ekiel  Cheever,  who  was  fo  ufeful 
to  the  town  of  Bofton  and  the  whole  country.  His  Accidence  has  been 
through  more  than  twenty  editions,  and  retains  its  credit  now  among  the 
very  beft  books  for  children  when  they  are  taught  the  rudiments  of  the 
Latin  tongue.  The  fermon,  preached  at  his  death  by  Dr.  Cotton 
Mather,  was  reprinted  at  the  expenfe  of  Ezekiel  Price,  Efq.  S.H.  S.  hi« 
great-grandfon. 
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i  grammar-fohool  in  Bofton,  and  in  the  year  1696^  lie  en- 

i     iered  Harvard  College,  where  he  graduated  in  the  year 

1  i  1700.     This  man  was  reckoned  famous  among  the  divines 

I-  1  q£  our  country,  and  was  looked  up  to  as  the  father  of  the 

|Ldiurches.5  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  ;  having  a  vig- 

f:|ou3f  of  mind  and  zeal  uncommon  at  fuch  an  age.     His 

j  j  -ftature  was  remarkably  erect,  and  never  bent  under  the  in- 

i  firmities   of  eighty-eight   years.      His    countenance   was 

:  I  grand,  his  mein  majeilick,  and  there  was  a  dignity  in  his 

I  whole  deportment.     His  prefence  retrained  every  impru- 

j  dence  and  folly  of  youth  ;    and  when  the  aged,  few  him, 

they  arofe  and  flood  up,*5 

He  was  fond  of  active  life  ;  and  in  his  youth  difcovered 
j  fuch  a  fpirit  of  enterprife,  that  he  was  one  of  the  firft  that 
J  .entered  the  fort  at  Bofton,  when  the  people  took  poffef- 
fion  of  it,  in  the  time  of  Sir  Edmund  Andrcfs.     He  was 
appointed,  by  Governor  Dudley,  one  of  the  chaplains  that 
went  with  the  army  to  Port-Royal,  in  1707,  (now  Annap- 
olis) to  reduce  that  fortrefs  to  the  Britifh  crown.     In  an 
attempt  to  take  a  plan  of  the  fort,  a  cannon  ball  was  fired 
tat  him,  that   covered  him  with  dirt  ;    but  did  no  other 
j  harm,  except  diverting  him  from  his  purpofe. 
j      In    1709,  upon  repeated  invitations  by   Captain  John 
j  Wentworth,  (afterwards  Lieut.  Governor  of  New-Hamp- 
|  fhire)  he  failed  with  him  to  Barbadoes  and  London.     While 
!|  he  was  in  London,  happened  the  affair  of  Dr.  Sacheverel,  of 
1  which  he  would  often  fpeak,  mentioning  fuch  minute  cii> 
!  cumftances  as  we  might  expect  from  the  prejudices  of  an 
\  American  puritan,  united  with  the  garrulity  of  old  age. — 
I  All  parties  now  view  the  bufinefs  of  SacheverePs  trial,  as  a 
political  rather  than  a  religious  phrenfy,  and  the  fucceeding 
generation  looked  with  contempt  upon  what  had  excited 
the  indignation  of  their  fathers.     Mr.  Barnard  was  inti- 
I  mate  with  fome  of  the  famous  diffenting  minifters,  fuch 
[  3s  Dr.  Oldfield,  Mr.  Fleming  and  Dr.  Calamy,  and  had 
j  fome  advantageous  offers  of  fettlement  if  he  would  remain 
j  in  England.     It  is  mentioned  in  his  own  diary,  that  he  alfo 
had  the  offer  of  going  to  Ireland  with  Lord  Wharton,  as 
|  his  chaplain,  but  refufed  to  conform  to  the  articles  of  the 
national  church.     Soon  after  this,  he  returned  to  feek  a 
I  fettlement  in  his  own  country. 

*  Vid.  Whitwell's  funeral  fermon.  When 


68  A  topographical  and  hifkorical 

When  the  north  end  of  Bofton  grew  very  populous, 
the  Second  Church  was  too  much  crowded  for  the  conve- 
nience of  thofe  who  attended  worfhip  there  ;    feveral  of 
the  brethren  agreed  to  purchafe  a  fpot,  and  erect  another 
building.     They  converged  with  Mr.  Barnard  upon  the 
fubject,  and  it  was  mutually  agreed  that  he  mould  be  the 
paftor.     The  church  was  erected,  and  in  May,  17 14,  he 
preached  the  dedication  fermon,  and  fuppofed  that  Divine  I 
Providence  had  here  fixed  the  bounds  of  his  habitation* 
But  a  more  popular  candidate  being  invited,  at  the  defire  \ 
of  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  to  preach  for  this  people,  they  chofe  | 
him  for  their  paftor.     Mr.  Barnard  was  hurt  by  the  unkind  I 
treatment  he  received,  and  never  fpoke  of  it  without  a  | 
pathos  of  refentment,  even  to  the  day  of  his  death.*    Dur-  | 
ing  this  year  he  fettled  at  Marblehead,  and  preached  as  a  ! 
colleague  with  Mr.  Cheever,  nearly  ten  years  ;  but  from  I 
1719,  the  fervice  was  performed  by  him.     He  preached  a  1 
funeral  fermon  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Cheever.     He  often  I 
printed  occafional  difcourfes,  and  was  the  author  of  feveral  I 
books  of  devotion,  which  from  time  to  time  were  emitted  | 
from  the  prefs.     Befide  iingle  difcourfes,  a  volume  of  fer-  | 
mons  upon  the  myjiery  of  the  go/pel,  another  on  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  creature  ;  and  one  upon  the  confirmation  of  the 
chrifiian  religion^  Ihow  his  theological  knowledge,  and  good 
talents  for  compofition.     His  ftyle  of  writing  is  diffufe  and 
plain,  but  warm  and  energetick.     As  a  poet,  he  did  not 
make  the  figure  which  he  did  as  a  divine.     His  verfion  of 
the  Pfalms,  which  he  fondly  hoped  would  be  fung  in  all 
the  New-England  churches,  was  never  introduced  into  any 

church 

*  The  meeting -houfe  built  for  Mr.  Barnard,  and  dedicated  by  him, 
May  23, 17 14,  from  Gen.  xxviii.  17,  was  taken  down  during  the  prefent 
Year,  1802,  in  the  month  of  Auguft.  The  corner-ilone  of  the  new 
houfe  was  laid,  September  23,  1802.  A  collection  of  filver  currency 
of  the  country,  and  a  filver  plate,  are  depofited  underneath.  The  in- 
fcription  on  the  plate  is, 

New  North   Church,  built  A.  D.    17 14. 

Repaired  and  much  enlarged,  1729. 

A    tower   and    fteeple    erected,    1764. 

Taken  down  pro  bono  publico 

A.  D.  1802. 

John  Eliot,  Paftor  of  faid  Church. 

Laus  Deo. 
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}4  church  out  of  the  town  where  they  were  compofed.  He 
v&  j could  not  warble  with  Watts  in  lyrick  fongs,  nor  did  he 
0!  idifcover  that  he  had  mufick  in  his  foul  by  verifying  the 
erwPfalms  of  David. 

m  His  knowledge,  however,  was  not  confined  to  theology, 
&1  but  he  turned  his  attention  to  fcientifick  fubjecls,  fludied 
klmathematicks,  and  excelled  in  a  fkill  for  naval  architecture : 
^Several  draughts  of  his,  have  been  commended  by  mafter 
oj  fhip-builders.  Such  were  the  amufements  of  his  leifure 
t  hours. 

i       By  prudence  in  his  affairs  he  faved  considerable  proper- 
ly ty,  yet  gave  tythes  of  all  he  poffeffed.     His  charity  was 
n  worthy  of  imitation.     It  was  not  to  give  encouragement 
'llto  beggars,  nor  to  act  from  the  mere  impulfe  of  compaf- 
dfion,  like  thofe  who  liften  to  the  ftory  of  vagrants  ;  but  he 
fought  thofe  objects  of  the  good  man's  bounty,  who  mod- 
eftly  hide  their  wants.     The  poor  were  often  fed,  and  the 
widow's  heart  fang  for  joy,  but  knew  not  where  to  return 
thanks  except  to  that  God  who  is  a  friend  of  the  wretch- 
ed.    One  kind  of  charity  was  peculiar— He  kept  two  boys 
at  fchool,  whofe  parents  were  unable  to  bear  the  charge, 
which  has  been  of  much  fervice  to  the  community,  befide 
the  benefit  the  children  received  from  the  generofity  of 
their  benefactor.     By  his  laft  will,  he  gave  two  hundred 
pounds  to  that  ancient  feat  of  learning,  Harvard  College. 
ji  He  left  a  widow,  but  no  children,  except  fuch  as  he  had 
adopted.     With  the  property  to  his  heirs,  he  left  to  the 
town  and  country  a  name  better  than  great  riches. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  the  fecond  minifter  who  died  in  Mar- 
blehead,  except  one  worthy  gentleman  of  the  Epifcopal 
church,  Mr*  Bours,  who  was  taken  off  in  the  midft  of 
j  his  days  and  ufefulnefs.  Mr.  Cheever  and  he  were  con- 
tinued more  than  a  century,  from  the  time  that  gentleman 
preached  to  the  people  in  1668.  The  one  never  knew 
what  ficknefs  was,  and  the  other  was  never  obliged  to 
leave  official  duties  but  once,  in  the  fummer  of  1 746. 

In  the  year  1762,  Mr.  William  Whitwell  was  ordained 
afliftant  minifter  of  this  Firft  Church  of  Marblehead  :  a 
very  refpe&able,  ferious  and  worthy  man,  of  ftric~t.  integ- 
rity and  good  fenfe.  He  was  ordained  the  fourteenth  of 
January,  and  was  paftor  only  twenty  years.     He  died  at  a 

time 
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time  when  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  in  great  ftraitt 
and  difficulties,  and  needed  the  advice,  friendfhip,  and  con 
folations  of  fuch  a  minifter,  who  naturally  cared  for  them 
and  was  interefted  in  their  fufferings. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Hubbard  fucceeded  Mr.  Whitwell,  wa: 
ordained  January  i,  1783,  and  died  1800,  in  the  montl 
of  October. 

It  feems  like  a  repeated  frown  of  divine  Providence! 
that,  amidft  their  other  troubles,  they  fhould  alfo  partakd 
of  this  kind  of  forrow.  They,  who  had  been  bleffed  with! 
the  labours  of  two  minifters  for  near  a  century,  had  to! 
mourn  the  death  of  two  in  quick  fucceffion, 

The  expenfe  attending  the  death  and  refettlement  of 
paftors  would  be  confidered,  by  a  people  lefs  remarkable 
for  the  beneficent  virtues  ;  but  a  noble  and  generous  fpi- 
rit,  franknefs  of  fpeech  and  manners,  chara&erife  the  in- 
habitants of  this  commercial  fpot.  Fallen  from  circum? 
fiances  of  eafe  and  affluence,  they  are  always  ready  to 
fupport  the  clergy,  and  pay  every  tribute  laid  upon  them 
for  the  good  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Samuel  Dana  was  ordained  pallor  of  the  Firft 
Church,  Oclober  7,   1801. 

The  Second  Church  in  Marblehead  was  formed  when  j 
Mr.  Barnard  was  fettled  afliftant  paftor  with  the  aged  Mr,  \ 
Cheever.     Mr.  Edward  Holyoke   was  one  of  the  candi-[ 
dates  who  fupplied  the  pulpit,  and  gained   a  refpeclable  I 
minority  in  his  favour  ;  who,  rather  than  make  a  difpute 
in  the  fociety,  parted  with  their  brethren  on  friendly  terms, 
and  erected  another  meeting-houfe.     Ke  was  much  efteem- 
ed  as  a  fcholar  and  gentleman,  and  when  Prefident  Wadf,  \ 
worth  died,  was  chofen  prefident  of  Harvard  College,  and  i 
introduced  to  that  refpeclable  ftation,  A.  D.  1737.      He 
died,  A.  D.  1769  ;  and  his  character  is  thus  drawn  by  one 
of  the  Fellows  of  the  College. 

iC  Thofe,  who  have  fubdued  nations  and  ravaged  empires, 
have  not  failed  of  writers,  who  have  recorded  their  heroick 
deeds,  and  raifed  literary  monuments  to  their  memory. 
But  let  not  the  hero — rather  the  homicide,  who  has,  in 
one  day,  ruined  whole  provinces  ; — let  not  the  tyrant, 
who  has  owed  his  greatnefs  to  the  flavery  of  millions,  be 

celebrated 
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celebrated  in  the  records  of  fame,  while  the  patron  of 
fcience,  the  friend  of  mankind,  and  the  advocate  of  relig- 
ion, who  has  always  aimed  at  promoting  the  happinefs 
of  the  world,  have  his  actions  paffed  over  in  filence,  and  his 
name  buried  in  oblivion  !  Rather,  let  thofe  publick  rob- 
bers— the  enemies  of  their  fpecies,  be  held  in  everlafting 
contempt  and  deteftation  ;  while  thefe  worthies,  who, 
like  the  all-cheering  fun,  have  diffufed  their  benign  influ- 
K  ences  around,  have  their  names  tranfmitted  with  honour 

to  the  lateft  pofterity. 
1  "  To  commemorate  the  virtues  of  men  of  this  latter 
character,  who  have  acted  their  part  well  on  the  ftage  of 
life,  is  always  grateful  to  generous  minds  \  and  while 
benevolence  and  gratitude  prompt  to  it,  the  voice  of  the 
world  juftly  demands  it.  Of  this  character  was  the  Rev- 
erend Edward  Holyoke,  late  Prefident  of  Harvard 
I  College,  who  departed  this  life  lafl  Thurfday,  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
An  attempt  therefore,  to  produce  to  view  fome  of  the 
many  excellent  qualities  that  drftinguifhed  him,  cannot 
but  be  approved  by  all,  but  the  foes  of  virtue. 

"  This  venerable  man  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  and 
reputable  family  ;  but  far  from  intirely  deriving  his  dig- 
nity from  that,  which  is  too  often  the  cafe  of  many,  his 
own  worth  would  have  adorned  any  family. 

"  His  natural  powers,  which  were  very  good,  were  great- 
ly improved  by  an  education  at  the  College  ;  and  after  he 
had  received  its  honours,  he  did  not  neglect  his  ftudies, 
but  profecuted  them  with  vigour  and  fuccefs,  and  accumu- 
lated a  great  fund  of  ufeful  knowledge,  in  hiftory,  the 
learned  languages,  and  the  fciences  in  general  ;  but  efpe- 
cially  natural  philofophy  and  the  mathematicks,  in  which 
he  was  eminent. 

"  Such  a  man  could  not  remain  long  unnoticed ;  he  was 
therefore  foon  elected  a  Tutor  of  the  College,  and  not 
long  after  a  Fellow  of  the  Corporation  ;  both  of  which 
ftations  he  filled  with  reputation  to  himfelf,  and  advantage 
to  the  fociety,  with  whofe  interefts  he  was  fo  nearly  con- 
cerned. 

"  While  he  was  promoting  the  caufe  of  literature,  and 
preparing  youths  for  ufefulnefs  among  mankind,  he  prof- 
ecuted 


jz  A  topographical  and  hiftorical 

ecuted  the  ftudy  of  theology,  to  fit  himfelf  for  advancing 
the  caufe  of  religion  in  the  church  of  God.  And  after 
he  had  ferved  the  College  for  a  few  years,  he  was  called  tc 
take  upon  him  the  paftoral  care  of  a  flock  of  Chrift  in 
Marblehead.  This  charge  he  executed,  as  he  did  all  oth- 
ers,  with  care  and  fidelity,  and  exhibited  in  his  life,  a 
comment  upon  the  doctrines  he  taught,  mewing,  by  his 
conduct,  that  the  religion  of  Jefus  had  an  abiding  influ 
ence  upon  his  own  heart.  Though  he  was  fixed  in  his 
principles  of  religion,  and  openly  defended  what  he! 
thought  to  be  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  gofpel  ;  yet  he 
was  far  from  being  fevere  againft  thofe  who  differed  from 
him  in  fome  things,  if  at  the  fame  time,  they  appeared  tc 
be  iincere  inquirers  after  truth.  He  confidered  cathoL 
icifm  as  an  excellent  part  of  the  character  of  a  good  man  \ 
and  harfhly  to  cenfure  and  anathematize  thofe,  who  can 
not  think  in  all  points  of  religion  juft  as  we  do,  appearec 
to  him  to  difcover,  not  only  an  arrogant  difpofition,  but 
alfo  a  great  want  of  that  amiable  temper,  and  that  exten 
Hvq  charity  which  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  recommends.  While 
he'was  in  his  paftoral  charge  he  flione  much  as  a  preacher, 
his  pulpit  performances  attracting  a  general  notice  ;  anc 
his  diftinguifhed  figure  as  a  publick  fpeaker,  in  conjunction 
with  his  many  other  excellent  accomplishments,  pointed 
him  out  as  a  perfon  proper  to  fill  fome  more  confpicuou* 
ftation  in  life.  Accordingly,  when  the  Prefidentfhip  oi 
the  College  was  vacant,  in  Anno  1737,  he  was  chofen  b) 
the  honourable  and  reverend  Corporation  and  Overfeers; 
to  fill  that  important  place  ;  for  which,  as  it  is  well  knowc 
to  every  one  who  has  had  the  happinefs  to  be  under  his 
care,  he  was  finely  turned.  Indeed  he  feemed  to  be  b} 
nature  formed  for  the  government  to  which  he  was  elect- 
ed, having  an  admirable  talent  for  commanding  the  refpecl! 
and  reverence  of  thofe  committed  to  his  charge,  and  fup 
porting  the  honour  of  his  ftation.  His  publick  appear- 
ances were  noble,  and  the  affairs  of  commencement  were 
always  conducted  by  him,  with  a  dignity  peculiar  to  him- 
felf. For  ftrict  integrity  and  impartial  juftice,  he  was  ar 
example  worthy  the  imitation  of  all  who  have  any  concerr 
in  publick  life  :  neither  family  connexions,  nor  the  tie* 
of  friendfhip  could  ever  bias  him  j    and  in  determining! 

cenfures* 
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cenfures,  he  was  always  governed  by  the  nature  of  the 
ftej  [offence,  and  the  good  of  the  fociety.     But  though  he  had 
the  ftricteft  regard  to  the  preferving  of  government  and 
iiilgood  order,  yet  he  was  far  from  taking  pleafure  in  punifli- 
tiJjing  offenders,  and  often  did  it  with  a  reluctant  heart,  though 
,|for  the  publick  good  he  thought  it  neceffary.     Among 
lilhis  pupils  he  always  diftinguifhed  merit  far  beyond  birth 
iJor  fortune  ;    and  the  virtuous  and  ingenious  were  always 
iilfure  (however  low  their  circumftances  might  be)  of  ob« 
^Staining  his  peculiar  notice.     The  diftinguifhing  of  fuchj, 
!||he  juftly  thought,  had  a  direct  tendency  to  advance  litera- 
t  jture,  and  fubferve  the  interefts  of  the  College,  which  he 
tc  was  ever  defirous  of  promoting  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power* 
i      "  In  his  private  character,  he  was  truly  amiable.     As  3, 
1,  jhufband,  he  difcovered  a  manly  tendernefs,  which  could 
not  but  infpire  the  fincereft  regard  and  mofl:  tailing  efteem. 
As  a  father,  he  fhone  in  the  government  of  his  family., 
;  j which,  though  ftrict,  was  ever  gentle.     While,  by  a  cer- 
tain dignity  of  behaviour,  he  commanded  the  reverence 
of  his  children,  by  the  winning  mildnefs  of  a  friend,  he 
conciliated  their  affections,  and  gained  their  greateft  confi- 
dence and  tendereft  love  ;    and  their  obedience,  not  flow- 
(jing  from  a  fervile  fear,  but  from  more  generous  principles, 
(was  never  by  conftraint,  but  always  yielded  with  pleafure* 
"  He  had  a  moft  friendly  heart,  and  his  friendfhips  were 
j  lafting  :    no  turns  of  fortune,  with  regard  to  thofe  he  had 
jonce  accounted  his  friends,  ever  induced  him  to  alter  his 
j  conduct  towards  them  ;  and  by  nothing  could  they  forfeit 
his  efteem,  but  by  difcovering  that  they  were  not  poffeffed 
of  thofe  virtues  for  which  he  had  taken  them  into  his 
friendfhip. 

"  He  had  fuch  an  honefty  of  mind  as  is  feldom  found* 
I  Whenever  he  paffed  any  encomiums,  they  were  not  the 
I  words  of  empty  adulation,  but  the  real  dictates  of  a  fin- 
cere  heart.     When  he  told'  any  of  their  faults  (which  he 
never  declined,  when  he  thought  it  would  anfwer  any  val- 
uable purpofe)  he  did  it  with  all  plainnefs  5    but  yet  free 
from  the  bluntnefs  of  a  ruftick,  he  executed  in  fuch  a  man- 
j  ner,  that  it  feldom  failed  of  being  well  received. 

"  He  had  a  liberal  foul  that  devifed  liberal  tilings  ;    and 

his  ears  were  ever  open  to  the  cries  of  the  diftreifed  :   he 
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was  always  ready  to  acts  of  kindnefs,  and  he  never  dealt 
his  favours  fparingly.  Many  of  the  fons  of  Harvard  carif 
witnefs  to  his  bounty,  which  has  often  relieved  them  in  dit  | 
ficulties,  and  affifted  them  in  their  education.  When  any  [ 
thing  for  the  publick  good  was  fet  on  foot,  he  was  ever  I 
ready  to  help  it  forward  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  and  j 
when  he  bellowed  any  thing  for  fucll  a  purpofe,  the  large*  j 
nefs  of  his  mind  was  always  difcovered. 

"  As  a  man  of  piety  he  was  far  from  being  oftentatious, 
but  his  whole  behaviour  was  ftricily  virtuous  and  exem-  ! 
plary  ;  his  attendance  on  religious  exercifes,  fteady  and 
devotional,  and  his  walk  with  God  in  fecret,  conftant. — In 
fliort,  in  whatever  character  we  view  him,  he  appears  to 
have  been  poffeffed  of  fo  many  excellencies,  as  cannot  fail 
to  attract  the  efteem  of  all  thofe  who  regard  merit. 

"  He  retained  his  vigour  of  body  and  ftrength  of  mind  I 
to  an  uncommon  degree  in  his  advanced  age,  and  continu 
ed  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  his  function,  with  his  ufual  j 
punctuality,  till  about  ten  months  ago  -f   when  it  pleafed  j 
the  fovereign  Ruler  of  the  univerfe  to  vifit  him  with  a 
fevere  diforder,  which  foon  reduced  him  to  a  very  languid 
ftate,  and  left  no  hopes  of  his  recovery.     Till  about  ten 
days  before  his  death,  he  was  able  to  walk  about 5  but  after 
that  was  entirely  confined  to  his  bed.     Through  his  long 
licknefs  he  difcovered  great  patience,  and  a  refignation  to 
the  divine  will  ;    and  we  doubt  not,  that  patience  had  its 
perfect  work,  and  that  he  is  now  gone  from  this  world  of 
licknefs  and  pain,  to  the  heaven  of  reft  ;  where  his  labours 
are  at  an  end,  and  his  works  follow  him." 

"  The  funeral  was  attended  yefterday  in  the  afternoon,* 
by  the  honourable  and  reverend  Overfeers  and  Corpora- 
tion of  the  College,  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  province,  a  great  number  of  minifters  from 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  by  many  other  gentle- 
men of  diftinction. — The  attendants  upon  the  funeral 
being  too  numerous  for  the  College  chapel,  the  corps  was 
carried  to  the  meeting-houfe  ;  where  a  Latin  oration, 
fuitable  to  the  mournful  occafion,  was  delivered  by  Profek 
for  Sewall,  a  prayer  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton,  and 
the  folemnity  there  clofed  with  a  funeral  anthem,  by  the 
*  June  6,  1769.  under 
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Simder-graduates  of  the  College. — The  corps,  preceded  by 
the  tutors,  librarian,  refident  graduates,  and  undergrad- 
uates, was  carried  round  one  of  the  fquares  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  town,  thence  to  the  College,  and  through  a 
part  of  the  yard,  to  the  burying-ground,  where  it  was 
depofited. — Thus  were  committed  to  the  duft  the  remains 
of  that  truly  excellent  man — Preiident  Holyoke  :  may 
thofe  who  attended  this  folemnity,  not  content  themfelves 
with  having  paid  the  funeral  rites,  but  continue  to  adorn 
his  memory,  by  following  his  amiable  example  !" 

When  Mr.  Holyoke  was  elected  Preiident  of  Harvard 

iCollege,  the  Second  Church  of  Marblehead  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  another  paftor.  Mr.  Simon  Bradftreet,  fon 
of  the  Rev.  Simon  Bradftreet,*  was  ordained,  January  4, 
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i     *  The  elder  Mr.  Bradftreet  was  minifter  of  Charleftown  ;  a  mofl 

1   learned  man,  of  ftrong  mind,  tenacious  memory,  lively  imagination,  but 

fubject  to  hypochondriack  complaints,  which  made  him  afraid  to  preach. 

[in  the  pulpit  fome  years  before  he  died.     He  delivered  his  fermons  m 

lithe  deacons'  feat,  without  notes,  and  which  were  generally  melancholy 

:  jefFufions  upon  the  ftate  of  man  and  vanity  of  the  world.     He  poflefTed 

Ifuch  a  catholick  fpirit,  and  fuch  liberal  views  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation, 

■  that  fome  of  the  more  zealous  brethren  accufed  him  of  Armlnianifm  ;  but 

Ikhe  only  evidence  of  this,  was  his  fondnefs  for  Tillotfotfs  fermons,  and 

{being  rather  a  practical  than  a  dodtrinal  preacher.     He  feldom  or  ever 

appeared  with  a  coat,  but  always  wore  a  plaid  gown,  and  was  feen  with 

|a  pips  in  his  mouth.      When  he  was  introduced  to  Governour  Burnet, 

jwho  was  himfelf  a  fine  fcholar,  it  was  faid  of  him  that  &ere  was  a  man 

who  could  whijlk  Greek.     The  late  Judge  Ruffell  was  prefent,  a  young 

lad,  when  Lieutenant-Governour  Tailor  thus  introduced  Mr.  Bradftreet 

to  his  Excellency.     Governour  Burnet  afterwards  fpoke  of  him  as  one  of 

the  firft  literary  characters  and  beft  preachers  he  had  met  with  in  thefe 

American  regions. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Bradftreet  were  very  refpeclable  for  their  good 
fenfe  and  their  good  manners.     Several  of  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion, now  living  in  Charleftown,  Bofton,  and  other  places,  claim  the  e€° 
teem  of  their  acquaintance,  for  their  good  qualities  as  well  as  honourable 
defcent.     Mr.  Bradftreet,  of  Marblehead,  was  an  excellent  fcholar  ;  but* 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  owing  to  nervous  diforders,  was  lefs  anima» 
J  ted  in  the  delivery  of  his  fermons,  and  lefs  difpofed  to  mingle  with  man* 
I  kind.    There  are  none  of  his  fermons,  if  he  ever  publifhed  any,  now  to 
\he  met  with. 

A  fpecimen  of  the  claflical  tafte  of  old  Mr.  Bradftreet,  is  on  the  files 
of  the  Hiftorical  Society,  a  copy  of  which  we  here  give  to  the  publick* 
It  contains  a  biographical  (ketch  of  a  celebrated  character  \  and  his 
||  predeceflor  at  Charleftown, 

Sacne 
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1738.  The  paftor  of  the  Firft  Church,  Mr.  Barnard,  gave 
the  charge  on  this  occafion  ;  and  he  thus  fpeaks  of  this 
gentleman,  in  a  manufcript  of  his  :  "  Mr.  Bradftreet 
proves  a  moft  worthy,  pious,  devout  chriftian,  and  faith- 
ful paftor  ;  aiming  and  labouring  to  bring  over  people  to  j 
God,  and  Chrift,  and  holinefs  ;  has  the  hearty  affections 
of  his  people,  equal  to  what  Mr.  Holyoke  had  ;  and  with 
whom  I  live  in  brotherly  correfpondence." 

In  May,  A.  D.  1771,  Mr.  Ifaac  Story  was  fettled  in  the 
pecond  Church  of  Marblehead,  in  conjunction  with  this 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Bradftreet  died  within  a  year  after  his  fettlement.-—* 
Mr.  Story  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Bradftreet  ;    con*, 
tinued  his  relation  to  the  church  as  paftor  for  thirty  years  J 
and  is  now  in  another  line  of  bufmefs.     The  church  is] 
vacant. 

One  of  the  firft  Epifcopal  focieties  in  Maffachufetts  was  | 

planted  in  Marblehead.     Their  firft  minifter  was  Mr.  Mou- 1 

fam,*  who  was  fucceeded  by  Pigot,  Malcom,  &c.      Mr.  | 

Bours  [ 

Sacra  &  fempiternae  Memorise 
Revdi    plurimum    et    clariffimi    viri 
Dom.  CAROLI  MORTONI, 
Ecclefise  Charleflonienfis  Paftoris  inftructiffimi  : 
Noc  non   Collegii  Harvardini  Vice  Prefid.    primi  as'que  ac    infigniterjj 

in    omni    Literarm  genere    verfatid, 
Viri  deniq  ;   turn  in  Anglia,  (ubi   natus  fuit  et  maxime  floruit)  turn  j 

in  Nov- Anglia  (ubi  fenilis  obiit)  permultis  nominibus  celebrandi. 
Qui    vita   hac    serumnofa   probe  defunctus,    April    die    xi.    Anno  D.  \ 

MDCXCVIII  aetatis  fuse  LXXII 
Ex  parte  fui  Immortali  ac  nobiliffima  in  Caslis  triumphat  :    Exaltera  1 
vero,  corruptibili  fcilicet,  in  hoc  Monumento  paulifper  quiefcit ;  expec-j 
tans  dum  vocem  audierit  Filii  Dei,  qua  revocatus  a  mcrte  in  Vitam 
vere  vitalem  quam  gloriofus  in  eternum  regnabit 

Epitaphium 
Inclyta  Mortonus  mufarurn  gloria  quondam 
Et  facer  Eterni  Regis  Legatus  Jefu 
Poft  varios  cafus,  poll  funera  multa  fuorum 
Sic  cadit  in  cineres  refolutus  ab  hoile  fupremo, 
XJt  Domini  Virtute  fui  viclrice  refurgens 
Gaudeat  seternis,  abforpta  morte,  Triumphis. 

*  Mr.  Moufam  was  either  the  firjl  or  ficond  minifter.  In  the  account 
of  Marblehead,  printed  in  the  Salem  Regi/Ier,  the  names  of  the  preachers 
are  Moufam,  Pigot,  Malcom,  Bours,  &c.     But  the  facl  is,  there  were 

two 
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ft  Bours  was  the  fifth  miniiler  of  this  church,  and  his  char- 
4i  after  is  thus  given  in  the  manufcripts  of  father  Barnard  : 
"  The  worthy  Mr.  Bours,  of  Rhode-Hland,  bred  at  our 
College,  a  man  of  an  excellent  temper,  good  learning,  and 
great  piety  ;  whofe  good  character  gained  more  to  the 
church  of  England,  than  all  who  had  preceded  him.     The 

people 
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two  miffionaries  before  Mr.  Pigot.  This  gentleman,  their  third  minify 
ter,  was  a  confiderable  fcholar,  and  publifhed  a  pamphlet  upon  the  ob- 
fervation  of  Chriftmas,  December  25th,  in  oppofition  to  the  opinion  of 
Delaune,  Whifton,  and  efpecially  the  Reverend  John  Barnard,  who  had 
provoked  the  controverfy  by  printing  a  fermon  againft  the  prevailing 
fentiment  of  the  Epifcopal  church.  The  writer  of  this  note  has  read 
Pigot's  work  with  great  pleafure,  though  of  a  different  perfuafion. 

The  fecond  minifter,  whoever  he  might  be,  is  defcribed  in  a  MS.  fre- 
quently quoted  in  this  account,  very  unlike  the  Jtrft,  who  was  not 
refpe&able  ;  but  this  man  was  both  a  fcholar  and  a  gentleman.  When 
he  firft  came  over,  he  was  ever  declaiming  againft  diffenters,,  but  after- 
wards grew  candid  towards  them.  Upon  being  afked  the  reafon,  he 
faid  :  "  Before  I  came  to  America  I  was  rilled  with  prejudices  againft 
you,  as  an  irreligious  and  heathenifh  people,  full  of  fpleen  and  rancour 
againft  the  Church  of  England  ;  but  when  I  had  been  among  you  feme 
time,  I  found  you  a  virtuous,  religious,  civilized  people,  and  of  mode- 
rate temper  towards  the  Church,  and  therefore  I  altered  my  conducV* 
He  afterwards  removed  to  Virginia. 

Mr.  Malcom,  the  fourth  minifter,  was  a  man  of  great  learning,  and 
being  originally  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  retained  fome  fondnefs  for  it. 
He  left  this  church  and  went  to  Maryland  :  Which  occafioned  their 
fexton  to  fay — "  that  their  church  was  the  healthieft  church  in  America, 
for  they  had  never  buried  a  minifter,  though  they  had  had  four." 

Another  thing  may  be  mentioned  in  this  note,  as  it  fets  Bifhop  Gib- 
fon's  character  in  a  particular  point  of  view.  In  the  year  1727,  John 
Checkley,  Vir  claro  nomine  in  Nov.  Anglia,  a  wit,  a  fine  claffical 
fcholar,  but  more  remarkable  for  the  eccentricities  of  his  temper  and 
conduct  than  for  his  piety  or  his  learning,  went  to  England  for  Orders, 
and  meant  to  fix  at  Marblehead.  Mr.  Barnard  and  Mr.  Holyoke  agreed 
to  write  to  the  Bifhop  of  London,  and  give  his  true  character.  They 
declared  that  he  was  a  Non-Juror,  a  bitter  enemy  to  other  denomina- 
tions, and  that  he  never  had  received  a  liberal  education.  Mr.  Newman 
prefented  the  letter  to  Bifhop  Gibfon,  and  he  refufed  to  ordain  him. 
And  defired  Mr.  Newman  to  acquaint  the  gentlemen,  that  he  never 
would  appoint  a  perfon  who  was  "  difagreeable  to  the  people  in  general ; 
but  a  good  man,  of  a  catholick  temper  and  loyal  to  the  government." 
He  had  his  eye  upon  Mr.  Price,  but  he  preferred  going  to  Bofton.  The 
Bifhop  of  London  read  the  letter  to  the  late  Governour  Shute,  and  in- 
quired of  him  concerning  the  ftate  of  New-England,  who  confirmed  aU 
which  had  been  written. 

John  Checkley  was  afterwards  ordained  by  the  bifhop  of  Exeter,  and 
was  feat  to  NarraganfeU 
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people  of  the  town  were  fond  of  him,  and  kind  to  him, 
and  made  him  prefents  as  though  he  had  been  their  min* 
ifter,  The  laft  time  he  was  abroad  he  had  fome  converfa* 
tion  with  the  minifters  of  the  town,  which  manifefted  his 
catholick  and  chriftian  fpirit.  He  died  after  a  ficknefs  of  a 
few  days,  and  the  Congregational  minifters  were  among 
his  pall-bearers." 

Mr.  Weeks  fucceeded  him  $  "  a  virtuous,  fweet  temper- 
ed, learned  gentleman." 

For  feveral  years  after  the  revolution,  the  church  was 
deftitute.  Mr.  Thomas  Oliver  was  then  invited  to  fettle 
with  them,  who  removed  to  Providence,  and  was  fucceed* 
ed  by  Mr.  William  Harris,  the  preceptor  of  the  academy. 
Both  thefe  gentlemen  were  educated  at  Harvard  College, 
Mr.  Harris  is  now  a  refpe&able  minifter  in  the  ftate  of 
New- York. 

He  was  fucceeded  in  the  church  in  Marblehead,  by  Mr, 
James  Bowers,  who  was  graduated  at  Cambridge,  A.  D, 
1794  >  and  when  the  Epifcopal  convention  met  in  Bofton, 
May  25th,  of  the  prefent  year,  was  ordained  in  Trinity 
Churchy  by  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Bifhop  Bafs  :  the  affiftant 
minifter  of  the  church,  the  Rev,  John  Gardiner,  preached 
upon  the  occafion. 

Befide  the  places  for  publick  worihip  already  mentioned, 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Marblehead  erected  a  meet- 
ing-houfe,  in  1789,  for  thofe  "  whofe  opinions  differed  from 
the  opinions  of  their  neighbours."     % 

In  the  year  i8oq,  a  meeting -houfe  was  built  for  the 
Methodijls. 

The  people  of  various  denominations  live  together  in 
harmony.  May  they  have  no  other  emulations  but  to  pro* 
yoke  unto  love  and  good  works  ! 

Bojion,  December  10th,  1802, 

P.  S.— In  compiling  the  above,  a  free  ufe  has  been  made 
of  newfpapers,  fermons,  and  a  large  manufcript,  written  by 
the  late  venerable  Barnard.  But  we  are  greatly  indebted 
to  the  Topographical  Account,  publifhed  in  the  Salem  Regif- 
ter  the  laft  year,  written  by  Ifaac  Mansfield,  Efq.  and  have 
alfo  received  many  documents  from  the  papers  and  man- 
ufcripts,  which,  by  the  kindnefs  of  that  gentleman,  have 
been  handed  to  the  Society. 
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Bill  of  Mortality  of  the  town  of  Middleborough* 

FROM  THE  YEAR  1779  TO  l8oi. 

Middkboroughi  pb  March ,  1802. 
Rev.  SiRj 

AFTER  complimenting  you  with  my  fincere  regards* 
&c.  agreeably  to  my  promife  to  you,  I  hereby  in- 
form, that  the  deaths  in  the  firft  precincl:  in  Middleborough 
[which  contains  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  perfons) 
(nice  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
even  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  are  as  followeth,  viz. 


Pate. 
1779 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 
1784 

*785 
1786 

1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 

2793 
1794 

1795 
1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 
1801 


Between 

Between 

Between 

Over  90, 

70  &  90. 

50  &  70. 

20  &  50. 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

I 

5 

9 

3 

I 

6 

4 

i 

4 

4 

2 

I 

5 

3 

I 

6 

6 

6 

5 

3 

4 

7 

3 

2 

I 

3 

6 

3 

I 

3 

6 

5 

I 

4 

1 

5 

7 

1 

4 

2 

I 

3 

4 

1 

5 

2 

2 

7 

3 

4 

I 

8 

3 

1 

5 

2 

5 

3 

1 

3 

1 

a 

4 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

12 

3 

1      3 

S 

4 

Under  20s 

4 

5 

9 
19 

6 
19 
10 
10 
it 

9 
10 
u 
11 

9 

7 

1 

7 
10 

9 

6 

4 
8 

4 


Which  is  fubmitted  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hiftorical  So- 
ciety, from  your's  in  fincerity, 

ISAAC  THOMPSON. 
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Biographical   Notices   of   Marston  Watson,  Esq. 
Member  of  the  Historical  Society. 

MR.  WATSON  was  a  descendant  from  one  of  the 
branches  of  an  ancient  and  refpectable  family,  in 
the  town  of  Plymouth.  He  was  born,  May  25th,  1756. 
After  receiving  an  excellent  fchool  education,  and  being 
qualified  for  admiffion  into  the  univerfity,  he  was,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  placed  an  apprentice  with  Colonel  Jer- 
emiah Lee,  then  an  eminent  merchant  at  Marblehead. 
Upon  the  death  of  Colonel  Lee,  in  17755  Mr.  Watfon  re- 
fumed  his  claffick  ftudies,  with  an  intention  of  entering 
College,  in  advance,  and  had  actually  made  arrangements, 
at  Cambridge,  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  the  revolutionary 
war  having  then  commenced,  and  Colonel  Glover  offer- 
ing him  a  lieutenancy  in  his  own  regiment,  Mr.  Watfon, 
reluctantly  abandoning  his  literary  purfuits,  accepted  the 
commiffion,  and  in  the  month  of  December,  1776,  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton, 
in  which  Glover's  regiment  bore  a  diftinguifhed  fliare. 
He  was  particularly  patronized  by  General  Charles  Lee, 
and  acted  as  his  temporary  aid-de-camp.  General  Lee  had 
made  arrangements  for  his  permanent  eftabliftiment  in  that 
office,  and  he  ferved  in  that  capacity  at  the  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth. But  upon  the  fulpenfion  of  General  Lee,  his 
hopes  of  immediate  promotion  being  checked,  he  relin- 
quifhed  the  army  and  engaged  in  commerce.  His  activity 
and  induftry  were  profpered.  He  married  in  1779,  and 
eftablifhed  himfelf  at  Marblehead.  In  1790,  he  was  ap-< 
pointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Marblehead  regiment,andj 
in  about  three  years  afterwards,  was  Lieutenant-Colonel! 
commandant.  In  1 794,  when  eighty  thoufand  of  the  militial 
of  the  United  States  were  provifionally  detached,  under! 
the  apprehenfions  of  a  rupture  with  Great-Britain,  Colonel! 
Watfon  was  felected  to  command  a  regiment  detached  from! 
the  divifion  to  which  he  belonged. 

In  the  year  1792,  he  reprefented  the  town  of  MarbleheadJ 
in  the  General  Court. 

In  May,  1797,  he  removed  from  Marblehead  to  BoftonJ 

where 
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where  his  extenfive  commercial  concerns  could  be  more 
conveniently  and  advantageoufly  conducted. 

In  this  fituation,  he  greatly  extended  his  bufinefs  and 
connexions,  and,  in  the  midft  of  a  community  where  the 
able  and  intelligent  merchant  is  fure  to  be  duly  eftimated, 
he  was  highly  refpected.  His  refidence  in  the  town  was 
confidered  as  a  publick  benefit,  and  the  profperity  which 
[attended  his  commercial  purfuits  was  regarded  with  com- 
placence, as  the  juft  reward  of  flrict  integrity,*  unblemifh- 
ed  honour,  and  well  directed  exertion*  To  great  induftry 
and  application  to  bufinefs >  he  united  the  virtues  which 
adorn  and  elevate  the  human  character*  He  was  hofpita- 
ble,  beneficent,  publick  fpirited,  friendly,  and  fincere.  In 
his  domeftick  relations  the  deep  fenfibilities  of  his  afflicted 
family  and  friends,  afford  affecting  evidence  of  his  tender- 
nefs  and  worth. 

The  bufy  engagements  of  active  life,  never  extinguiihed 
that  attachment  to  letters,  to  which  he  was  prompted  by 
the  native  bent  of  his  mind  and  by  early  education.  All 
the  leifure  he  could  command,  was  devoted  to  men- 
tal improvement  and  attentions  to  the  education  of  a  nu- 
merous family.  The  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society, 
rom  a  conviction  of  his  literary  attainments,  and  his  re- 
gard to  the  objects  of  their  inftitution,  elected  him  a  mem- 
ber of  their  Society,  April  29th,  1800. 

He  died  Auguft  7th,  1800,  after  a  fhort  illneXs,  in  the 
145th  year  of  his  age.  d.  j.  d. 


*  An  honourable  inftance  of  this  gentleman's  fcrupulous  regard  to 
juftice  deferves  to  be  recorded.  About  feven  years  before  his  removal 
o  Bojion,  a  deranged  ftate  of  his  affairs,  the  effect  of  mere  misfortune, 
rendered  it  necefTary  for  him  to  feek  a  compofition  with  his  creditors, 
who  gave  him  a  difcharge,  receiving  only  a  portion  of  their  demands. 
In  a  few  years  afterwards,  when  his  renewed  exertions  Were  bleffed  with 
Cuccefs,  his  fir.fl  care  was  to  pay  thofe  creditors  in  full,  though  they  had 
10  legal  demand  againft  him. 
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Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Character,  of  Thomas 
Brattle,  Esquire,  Member  of  the  Historical 
Society. 

THOMAS  BRATTLE,  Efquire,  was  born  at  Cam- 
bridge, February  nth,  1742.  He  was  the  fon  of 
the  Honourable  William  Brattle,  Efquire,  and  grandfon 
of  the  Reverend  William  Brattle,*  who  was  an  eminent 
and  highly  refpecied  minifter  in  that  town.  His  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Gurdon  Saltonstall,  Efquire,  who 
was,  in  early  life,  minifter  of  New-London,  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  afterwards,  for  many  years,  Governor  of  that 
Colony. 

Mr.  Brattle  received  his  education  at  Harvard  College, 
the  honours  of  which  were  conferred  in  1760  and  1763. 
He  afterwards  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  at  Yale  and 
NafTau. 

The  mercantile  life  was  the  object  of  his  early  choice  ; 
in  which  line  he  was  employed  feveral  years,  in  Bofton. 

In  1775,  war  commencing,  and  commercial  bufinefs  be- 
ing fufpended,  he  executed  a  defign,  which  he  had,  for 
years,  contemplated.     He  went  to  England,  carrying  wkhj 
him  an  ample  teftimonial  of  his  patriotifm,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inflection  and  Correfpondence  in  Bofton.     After 
fpending  a  confiderable  time  in  vifiting  the  feveral  parts  of 
Great-Britain,  he  made  a  tour  through  Holland  and  the 
Netherlands  into  France.     Americans,  and  the  friends  of 
his  country,  were  his  friends.     Accordingly,  he  was  hon-! 
ourably  noticed  by  the  firft  diplomatick  characters,  as  well 
as  other  gentlemen  of  diftincrion.     Having  gratified  hisjl 
curiofity,  in  viewing  and  examining  the  various  objects  in 
thofe  countries,  demanding  the  attention  of  the  inquifi- 
live,  he  returned  from  Paris  to  London. 

Finding,  on  his  arrival,  many  of  his  countrymen  con- 
fined in  prifons,  he  generoufly  exerted  himfelf  to  procure 
them  relief,  and  contribute  to  their  comfort.  Thefe  be-1 
nevolent  exertions  not  only  attracted  the  notice,  and  con-i 
ciliated  the  affections,  of  fimilar  characters  in  England  \ 

but 


*  See  his  character,  in  the  Colle&ions  of  the  Hiftorical  Society,  for 
the  year  1800,  p.  $$* 


Life  and  Char  after.  83 

a  j  but  pleaded  effectually  again!!  fome  fufpicions  of  his  patri- 
u  j  otifm,  which  had  been  excited  during  his  abfence,  and 
J  which  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  combat  after  his  return 
I  to  his  native  country.  For  though  poffefftd  of  a  difpo- 
J  fition  calculated  to  render  him  happy  as  a  citizen  of  the 
){■  world,  and  though  enjoyment  equalled  expectation,  his 
I  attachment  to  his  native  land  was  not  diminiihed.  He 
J  returned  in  1779.  Landing  at  Rhode-Ifland,  and  refiding 
J  there  while  it  was  a  ftation  for  a  large  body  of  French 
J  troops,  he  rendered  them  fuch  fignal  fervices,  that  they 
f|  were  announced  to  the  royal  ear.  The  French  king's 
*  jfentiments  of  their  importance,  and  of  the  benevolence  of 
||  their  author,  were,  by  his  order,  conveyed,  in  a  very  po- 
;  I  lite  letter  from  his  minifier  in  the  United  States,  to  Ml 
$|  Brattle. 

\  {     In  1784,  the  obftacles  to  his  return  into  his  native  flate, 
1  being  furmounted,  he  took  poheffion  of  his  patrimony. 
I  This  he  afliduoufly  improved  and  embellifhed  ;    and,  by 
1  his  urbanity  and  hofpitality,  rendered  a  pleafing  refort  both 
|j  of  friends  and  ftrangers.     Horticulture  was  his  favourite 
1  purfuit.     He  fuperintended  all  his  plans  for  amelioration. 
I  Thefe  were  not  confined  to  his  own  property,  but  extend- 
ed to  the  roads,  walks,  publick  buildings,  and  convenien- 
ces in  his  vicinity.     His  laft  labour  of  this  kind  was  em- 
ployed in  directing  and  fuperintending  the  conftruction 
of  a   bathing  place   in  Charles  river — erected  efpecially 
with  a  view  to  preferve  the  lives  of  the  iludents  of  the 
Univerfity,  to  a  number  of  whom,  at  different  periods, 
that  river  had  proved  fatal. 

Mr.  Brattle's  tafte  and  judgment  were  frequently  con- 
futed, and  their  effects  became  fubjects  of  the  warmeft 
j  approbation.  His  humanity  and  charity  gave  employ- 
ment to  the  labourer  ;  cordials  to  the  lick  ;  and  relief 
to  the  diftreiled.  He  was  honoured  as  a  man  of  fcience, 
j  as  well  as  humanity,  by  being  elected  a  member  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  of  the  Hiftorical^ 
the  Agricultural,  and  the  Humane  Societies. 

For  feveral  years  before  his  death,  his  health  vifibly  de- 
clined. In  December,  1800,  an  incipient  mortification 
made  its  appearance  in  one  of  his  feet,  which  bafHed  the 
art  of  the  beft  phyficians,    He  forefaw,  and  met  with  the 

utmoft 
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utmoft  calmnefs,  his  approaching  dhTolution.  On  the  7th 
of  February  following,  he  expired  ;  and  on  the  nth  his 
remains  were  refpeclfully  entombed. 

The  following  fummary  character,  drawn  by  a  gentle- 
man,* who  had  long  been  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  Mr, 
Brattle,  was  publifhed  in  the  Columbian  Centinel  of  Feb^ 
ruary  nth,  1801. 

"  Major  Brattle  was  one  of  thofe  men,  who  prudently 
choofe  the  middle  way  of  life.  His  family  connexion,, 
which  is  of  ancient  refpectability,  and  his  fortune,  which 
was  ample,  afforded  him  the  advantage  of  defcribing  his' 
own  fphere  of  life.  A  correct  judgment,  founded  in  a 
good  natural  underftanding,  and  a  liberal  education  led 
him  to  avoid  extending  it  beyond  what  he  could  fill  with 
propriety.  This  cautious  mode  of  conducT  aiTured  to  him 
the  approbation  of  thofe,  who  knew  him.  Without  vain- 
ly attempting  things  beyond  his  reach,  he  ftudied  to  im- 
prove the  talents  committed  to  his  charge,  and,  by  a  per- 
feci:  acquaintance  with  them,  rendered  himfelf  peculiarly 
ufeful  to  fociety  and  agreeable  to  his  friends.  His  reading 
and  travel  enabled  him  to  place  a  juft  eftimate  on  the 
world. 

"  Major  Brattle  exercifed  a  deep  reverence  to  the  princi? 
pies  of  government,  and  was  a  cheerful  fubje6t  of  the  laws. 
He  refpeded  men  of  fcience  as  the  richeft  ornament  of 
their  country.  If  he  had  ambition,  it  was  to  excel  in  a&s 
of  hofpitality,  benevolence,  and  charity, 

"  The  dazzling  fplendour  of  heroes,  and  the  achievements 
of  political  intrigue,  paffed  unnoticed  before  him  ;  but  the  I 
character  of  the  man  of  benevolence  filled  his  heart  with 
emotions  of  fympathy. 

u  When  he  was  in  Europe,  in  the  time  of  the  late  war, 
his  afiiduous  liberality,  in  relieving  the  diftreffes  of  his 
countrymen,  who  were  prifoners,  drew  upon  him  the  at- 
tention of  many  good  men.  As  a  compliment  to  his  feel- 
ings, exhibited  on  that  occafion,  a  fine  piece  of  painting 
was  prefented  to  him,  the  picture  of  the  "  Man  of  Rofs," 
celebrated  by  Mr.  Pope, 

"  Behold  the  market-place  with  poor  o'erfpread, 
The  Man  of  Rofs  fupplies  the  daily  bread." 

The 

-■■-  -  hi  ■  1  mm       I     mr 

*  Hon,  James  Sullivan,  Efq. 
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JThe  lineaments  of  charity  on  that  face  were  ever  contem* 
m  plated  by  the  Major  with  peculiar  delight.  He  loved  agri- 
culture and  gardening,  becaufe  in  thofe  he  rendered  himielf 
ufeful  to  his  country.  His  table  was  filled  with  the  beft 
viands,  and  his  fide-board  with  the  choiceft  wines — This 
was  a  luxury  to  him,  becaufe  his  friends  enjoyed  it  : — he 
was  moderate,  and  latterly  abftemious  himfelf.  In  his 
/Ideath,  the  fick,  the  poor,  and  the  diftrerTed,  have  loft  a  lib- 
Jeral  benefactor  ;  politenefs  an  ornament  ;  and  philan- 
thropy one  of  its  rnoft  difcreet  and  generous  fupporters, 
i|  Major  Brattle's  life,  as  to  morals,  was  irreproachable  ;  he 
ajfpevered  this  religion  of  the  bible,  and  frequently  honoured 
tejhis  character  by  appealing  to  its  precepts  as  the  rule  of  his 
^religion.' '  g.  m. 


jnotice  of  ezekiel  price,  esquire,  member  of  the 
Historical  Society. 

BEFORE  the  revolution  Mr.  Price  was  the  confident 
.  tial  fecretary  of  fevera]  of  the  governours  of  the 
province.  Soon  after  independence  was  declared,  he  was 
appointed  clerk  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  feflions 
for  the  county  of  Suffolk  ;  in  which  fervices,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  nptary  publick  and  magiftrate,  he  remained  twen* 
ty  years.  He  was  alfo,  for  a  long  time,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  feleclmen  for  the  town  of  Bofton.  And  in  thefe* 
and  many  other  flat  ions,  he  acted  his  part  well  in  fociety  ^ 
until  that  decay,  which  fo  often  attends  the  age  of  three- 
score years  and  ten,  made  it  neceffary  for  him  to  retire- 
to  his  family.  In  private  life  he  was  amiable,  as  in  pub- 
lick  he  was  ufeful.  April  30th,  1793,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Hiftorical.  Society,  to  which  he  was  a 
liberal  benefactor.  He  died  July  15th,  1802,  aged  feven* 
ty-four  years.  /.  /.  d* 
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Character  of  the  Hon.  George  Richards  Mino 
Eso^  Judge  of  Probate  in  the  County  of  Sue 
folk,  and  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  in 
Boston  :  extracted  from  an  Elogy  delivered 
a  few  days  after  his  death. 

AS  the  virtues  of  George  Richards  Minot  were  the 
fruits  of  early  cultivation,  in  delineating  his  char- 
acter, it  is  neceffary  to  begin  with  the  period  of  infancy. 
The  youngeft  child  of  refpectable  parents,  and  defcended 
from  a  line  of  honourable  anceftors*,  he  was  born  under 
aufpicious  circumftancesf.  That  peculiar  tendernefs,  with 
which  the  youngeft  child  is  treated  in  affectionate  families  J, 
he  was  fo  happy  as  to  experience.  From  the  beginning 
he  was  an  object,  who  employed  the  care  and  engaged  the  j 
hearts  of  his  numerous  relatives.  On  a  mind  naturally 
good  kindnefs  has  the  beft  effects.  Though  it  is  confeifed 
that  many  infants  have  been  injured  by  improper  indul- 
gence, yet  others  have  been  ruined  by  vexations  and  un- 
due feverity.  Trie  love,  which  he  received  from  all  who 
furrounded  him,  early  moulded  his  heart  to  that  benevo* 
lence,  which  formed  fo  diftinguifhing  a  part  of  his  char- 
acter during  every  period  of  his  life. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  his  age§  he  was  admitted  into  the 
South  Latin  fchool  in  Bofton,  at  that  time  under  the  fu- 
perintendance  of  Mr.  Lovell,  a  gentleman  of  claffical 
knowledge  and  exquifite  tafte.  As  I  was  always  convinced 
that  this  eminent  inftructer  had  a  large  {hare  in  forming 
the  character  of  my  friend,  I  enjoy  a  melancholy  fatisfac- 
tion  in  mentioning  his  name,  and  in  paying  the  tribute 
of  grateful  refpect  to  his  memory. 

In  this  feminary  young  Minot  was  foon  diftinguifhed 
for  his  diligence  in  ftudy,  his  kindnefs  to  his  fchool  fel- 
lows, and  his  refpect  to  the  matters.  There  were  con- 
tracted his  earlieft  friendfhips,  which  by  him  were  not 

forgotten 

*  See  Note  I.  at  the  end  of  this  article. 

f  Born  in  Bofton  Dec.  22d.  1758,  the  youngeft  of  ten  children, 

%  See  Note  II. 

§  Ny,  17^7- 
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forgotten  till  the  laft  moment  of  his  life.     Long  before^ 

his  literary  courfe  was  completed,  he  was  known  to  be 

the  favourite  pupil  of  his  inftructer,  though  no  boy  felt 

iny  envy  on  that  account,  convinced  of  his  fuperiour  claims 

to  diftinction. 

ed|J    This  notice  naturally  led  him  to  be  watchful  in  his  con- 

rjduct,  that  he  might  not  lofe  that  efteem,  which  he  had  fo 

IjtiappiJy  obtained.     Difcretion  marked  his  whole  deport- 

ejment  ;    and  even  at  that  age  there  was  a  decorum,  and  I 

tjmay  almoft  fay,  a  dignity,  in  his  behaviour,  which  was  un- 

i  icommon  for  his  years. 

1  When  the  important  moment  approached,  in  which  he 
r  was  to  leave  fchool,  he  was  not  only  called  upon  by  his 
i  piafter  to  compofe  his  own  oration,  a  tafk  which,  I  believe, 
lb  expected  feldom  or  never  to  be  executed  by  a  boy  him- 
felf,  and  which  he  actually  performed,  but  he  was  alfo  en* 
joined  to  affift  more  than  one  of  his  claffrnates  in  the  fame 
work. 
1  Thefe  circumftances,  which  I  dwell  on,  becaufe  I  fuppofc 
jjthat  they  are  not  now  generally  known,  contributed  to 
ifform  his  character  ;  and  there  were  alfo  feveral  other 
Jjcaufes,  which  conduced  to  the  fame  end.  Among  thefe 
I  might  be  particularly  mentioned  the  good  fortune  of  pof- 
jfeffing  a  father  of  a  liberal  education,  who  attended  in  part 
jjjto  his  inftruction  at  home  ;  and  who  allowing  no  more 
fljmoments  for  recreation,  than  thofe  which  were  abfolutely 

Eceffary  for  the  prefer  vat  ion  of  his  health,  kept  him  con- 
ntly  employed  the  reft  of  his  time  either  in  ftudy  or 
finefs  ;— the  mild  and  affectionate  demeanour  of  an  ex- 
'  icellent  mother,  who  cultivated  with  affiduity  his  amiable 
ijheart  : — but  above  all,  the  example  of  an  elder  brother, 
Francis  Minot,  a  gentleman  of  great  purity  and  elevation 
jof  fentiment.  This  model  of  every  thing  which  was 
worthy  was  conftantly  before  his  eyes  ;  and  his  higheft 
ijambition  was  to  copy  into  his  own  character  thofe  traits, 
(which  rendered  his  brother  the  object  of  the  veneration 
and  love  of  all  who  knew  him.  Greatly  would  it  have 
contributed  to  his  peace  of  mind,  if  he  had  not  been  de- 
prived of  this  brother  at  an  early  age*.  But  death  had 
jnot  power  to  deftroy  the  effect  of  the  example  ;  for  whilft 
_  with 

*  Francis  Minot  died  £>$c«  1774?  agsd  i& 
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with  fondnefs  he  cheriftied  the  remembrance  of  departed 
virtue,  its  image  was  conftantly  prefent  to  his  heart,  to  in-  j 
fpire  him  with  fortitude  amidft  temptation. 

By  thefe  and  other  caufes,  the  character  of  young  Minot 
was  in  a  great  meafure  eftablifhed  even  before  he   left! 
fchooL     He  had  already  acquired  the  habits  of  diligence 
and  fobriety,  of  benevolence  to  his  equals,  and  refpecl  to 
his  fuperiours,  of  the  love  of  learning,  of  felf  command, j1 
and  of  magnanimity  of  fentiment.     The  principal  enemy, 
which  he  had  to  contend  with,  was  a  temper  by  nature 
irafcible.    .This  part  of  his  mental  conftitution  was  known 
to  few  of  his  friends  5    perhaps  to  none  of  them,  except  j 
from  his  own  confeffion ;  for  before  this  period  the  enemy  j 
was  fubdued  ;    and  the  ardour,  which  was  ftill  left  in  hislj 
mind,  ferved  only  to  give  warmth  to  his  heart  and  fire  toj 
his  genius. 

The  youth  of  Mr<  Minot  commenced  with  his  admiffionji 
into  college*  ;  and  his  conduct  there  was  a  continuation! 
of  the  fame  virtues,  which  he  had  practifed  at  fchooLI 
The  love  of  learning,  graceful  modefty,  amiable  manners,! 
and  goodnefs  of  heart  ftill  diftinguifiied  him*  He  nowj 
began  to  cultivate  thofe  branches  of  literature,  which  were| 
his  favourite  purfuits  during  .the  reft  of  his  life  5  hiftoryj 
and  belles  lettres.  To  thefe  objects  he  devoted  a  great 
portion  of  his  time,  reading  with  uncommon  care  and' 
diligence  the  beft  authors  that  he  could  procure.  By  this  j 
ftudy  his  mind  was  ftored  with  hiftorical  fads,  and  his 
tafte  and  ftyle  were  gradually  formed.— The  two  authors3 
who  were  his  moft  admired  models,  were  the  celebrated 
Robertfon,  and  Burke  in  the  hiftorical  part  of  the  An- 
nual Regifter. 

But  from  no  fource  whatever  did  he  derive  more  advan- 
tage in  the  cultivation  of  his  talents,  than  from  the  conver- 
fation  of  feveral  young  men,  at  that  time  members  of  thef 
Univerfity,  who  even  then  gave  prefages  of  future  emin- 
ence, and  now  in  manhood  occupy  fome  of  the  moft  im- 
portant ftations  in  fociety.  Thefe  generous  youths  court- 
ed his  acquaintance  f  and  feveral  of  them  formed  with 
him  thofe  firm  bonds  of  friendfhip,  which  death  itfelf  haf ' 
not  power  to  loofen. 

Thus 

*  At  Cambridge,  July,  1774* 
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Thus  happy  in  the  affection  of  his  equals,  he  Was  not 
lefs  efteemed  by  the  govern  ours  of  the  univerfity.      The 
college  was  at  that  time  favoured  with  feveral  inftru&ers, 
who  were  beloved  by  the  ftudents  in  general.     Of  one  of 
them,  the  enlightened  Wadfworth,  I  may  fpeak  without 
referve.     He  was  a  man  of  eminent  talents,  of  clear  con- 
ceptions, a  perfpicacious  reafoner,  fluent   in  fpeech,   and 
above  all,  mild  in  thq  exercife  of  authority.     In  the  midft 
of  his  ufefulnefs  he  was  fnatched  from  the  univerfity  by 
a  fatal  difeafe*.     The  bofoms  of  the  ftudents  were  filled 
with  confter nation.     "  What  honours  fhall  we  pay  to  the 
memory  of  fo  beloved  a  tutor  ?"     They  addrefs  the  gov- 
ernours  of  the  college  :-*- cc  Do  not,  by  appointing  one  of 
your  own  body,  deprive  us  of  the  melancholy  pleafure  of 
pronouncing  his   panegyrick.     Let  one  of   our    number 
be  the  organ  of  the  reft,  and  fpeak  the  grateful  fentiments 
of  our  hearts."     The  requeft  was  granted  ;  and  Mr.  Minot 
was  felected  to  deliver  the  funeral  oration.     "With  what 
pathos  and  eloquence  he  performed  the  duty,  his  contem- 
poraries well  remember.     They  never  can  forget  his  im- 
paffioned  tones,  the  deep  forrow  which  clouded  his  own 
brow,   and   the   grief  which  filled  the  breads   of  all  his 
:arers.      This   oration  eftabiifhed   his   reputation  ;    and 
Ijhenceforward  his  clafTmates  were  eager  to  confer  on  him 
ibvery  honour,  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  beftow. 
If    Upon  leaving  collegef,  he  entered  on  the  ftudy  of  the 
flaw  under  a  gentlemanj,  for  whom  he  had  a  high  efteem 
I and  friendfhip,  which   were  warmly  returned.      In  this 
ijpffice  of  this  refpecled  mafter  he  enjoyed  a  peculiar  advan- 
tage, the  nature  of  which  I  cannot  with  delicacy  partic- 
! Llarly  point  out,  though  it  will  be  underftood  by  many  of 
1  ivy  auditors.     I  will  only  fay  in  a  word,  that  his  own 
r  genius  caught  fire  from  the  flame,  which  burned  fo  in- 
lijenfely  in  the  imagination  of  his  friend  \.  and  that  he  then 
i  predicted  the  fplendid  reputation,  which  this  friend  would 
An  future  acquire. 
1    His  legal  ftudies  were  completed  not  long  after  the  time, 

1 '___ | in 

i1^*-  See  note  III. 

J  j   t  Hon.  William  Tudor,  treafuxer  of  the  Hiftork^l  Society, 
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in  which  he  took  his  fecond  degree.  The  univerfity^ 
which  had  been  deprelTed  by  war,  was  beginning  to  re- 
vive ;  and  publick  commencements,  which  had  been  dif- 
continued  during  feveral  years,  were  again  introduced. 
On  this  occafion  he  was  appointed*  to  deliver  the  vale- 
dictory oration  ;  a  part  which  is  ufually  ailigned  to  the 
belt  fcholars,  to  fcholars,  who  are  not  only  eloquent,  but 
learned.  The  brilliancy  of  his  diction  in  this  performance, 
his  fpeaking  eye,  the  dignity  of  his  air,  and  his  graceful 
geftures j  are  flill  impreffed  on  the  memories  of  thofe  who 
were  prefent. 

He  was  now  leaving  tlie  period  of  youth,  and  entering 
on  that  of  manhood  ;  and  he  was  introduced  on  this  third 
ftage  of  life  with  the  reputation  of  a  correct  and  elegant 
fcholar,  a  polifhed  gentleman,  2  man  of  purity,  benevo- 
lence, and  religion.  The  melt  important  part  of  his  exift. 
ence  had  palled,  in  which  he  had  eftablifhed  his  character, 
fixed  his  principles,  and  formed  his  habits^  What  for  the 
future  principally  remained  for  him,  was  to  gather  the 
fruits  of  his  labours  ;  to  cultivate  the  flowers  of  clamca] 
literature,  which  he  had  with  fucli  affiduity  and  fuccefs 
planted  in  his  mind  ;  to  benefit  his  fellow  citizens  by  hi< 
exertions  ;  and  to  enjoy  the  fociety  of  thofe  friends,  whofc 
hearts  he  had  gained  by  his  talents  and  virtues. 

The  path,  which  was  ebvioufiy  pointed  out  to  him. 
when  he  entered  on  the  theatre  of  the  world,  was  to  prac- 
tife  in  that  ufeful  and  liberal  profeffion,  the  rudiments  oi 
which  he  had  fpent  feveral  years  in  studying.  But  a  cir 
cumftance,  which  may  be  regarded  as  beneficial  to  the 
publick,  and  which  eventually  proved  fortunate  to  himfelf 
prevented  him  from  devoting  to  it  his  whole  attention 
The  new  conftitution  of  MafTachufetts  had  juit  begun  it! 
operation  ;  and  there  was  wanted  for  the  houfe  of  repre 
fentatives  a  clerk,  who  would  do  honour  to  a  place,  which 
under  the  provincial  government  had  frequently  been  oc 
cupied  by  men  of  celebrity  and  talents.  He  was  appointee 
to  the  officef  ;  and  with  his  accuftomed  prudence  accepted 
it  thankfully.  With  what  propriety,  fidelity,  and  impar 
tiality,  he  difcharged  the  obligations  which  he  had  taker 

or 


*  July,   1 78 1. 

t  In  the  year  1781. 
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re;  ion  him,  is  well  known  to  all  the  members  of  the  legifla- 
rji{,  ture,  particularly  to  the  able  fpeakers,  who  prefided  in  the 
^  Lhoufe  during  that  period.     The  records  were  kept  with 
leJ remarkable  care  ;    and  through  the  obliging  afllftance  af~ 
yfbrded  by  him  to  feveral  worthy  gentlemen,  who,  from 
Jthe  want  of  education,  were  not  able  to  exprefs  their  ideas 
in  proper  terms,  a  precifion  and  neatnefs  marked  many  of 
the  votes  and  refolves,  in  which  his  accurate  pen  could  be 
eafily  traced.     I  mention  this  without  heiitation,  becaufe  it 
has  been  often  gratefully  acknowledged  by  thofe  who  re- 
ceived his  aid. 

Being  clerk  of  the  reprefentatwes  at  the  time,  when  the 
eaufes  which  finally  produced  the  insurrection  were  oper- 


ating, he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  houfe,  which 
were  uncommonly  interefting  to  the  publick.  Of  thefe 
tranfaclions  he  undertook  to  write  a  fketch,  which  was 
communicated  through  the  channel  of  the  Bolton  Mag- 
azine*, and  continued  as  long  as  that  mifcellany  was 
kept  alive.  In  this  production,  which  was  univerfally 
applauded  for  its  correctnefs  and  impartiality,  he  is  gener- 
ally fuppofed  to  have  happily  imitated  the  ftyle,  which  he 
fo  much  admiredL 

At  length,  when  the  infurre&ion  had  diftraclred  the 
I  heads  and  embittered  the  hearts  of  a  portion  of  the  people? 
land  had  been  fuccefsfully  quelled  by  the  patriotism  and 
[fortitude  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens,  he  planned  and 
I  executed  a  work  of  ilill  greater  importance  :  a  faithful 
hiftory  of  the  whole  tranfaction.  By  this  compofition, 
[which  was  equally  praifed  for  its  truth,  moderation,  lucid 
I  order,  and  elegance  of  language,  tie  became  entitled  to  a 
{high  rank  among  the  American  authors!- 

The  infurrection  of  Maffachufetts  was  one  of  the  caufes, 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  the  conftitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Of  the  convention,  which  was  chofen  to  con*. 
fider  it  in  this  commonwealth,  he  was  appointed  the  fecre- 
tary.  In  this  fituation  he  gained  many  new  friends,  and 
his  chara&er  and  talents  were  further  made  known  to  the 
publick. 

-  When 

*  For  1784  and  1785. 
f  See  Note  IV. 
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When  therefore,  in  the  courfe  of  years,  the  office  of. 
judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  became  vacant,' 
all  eyes  were  fixed  on  him  as  the  proper  perfon  to  fucceed 
to  that  important  ftation  ;  and  to  the  univerfal  joy  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  he  was  nominated  by  the  governour  and 
approved  by  the  council*.  Faithful  and  impartial,  upright, 
patient,  and  humane,  Judge  Minot  had  now  gained  the 
place  for  which  his  Maker  had  formed  him. 

The  other  publick  offices  conferred  on  him  are  fo  recent 
in  the  remembrance  of  thofe  who  hear  me,  that  they  need 
not  be  particularly  mentioned.  Should  I  attempt  to  de- 
fcribe  the  manner  in  which  he  fuftained  them,  I  mould 
only  repeat  the  encomiums  which  have  already  been 
beftowed  on  the  dignity  of  his  deportment,  his  wifdom, 
his  integrity,  and  philanthropy!. 

Amidft  his  numerous  publick  avocations,  he  found  time 
to  fearch  into  the  archives  of  his  country,  and  to  write 
a  hiftory  of  MafTachufetts,  beginning  at  the  period  where 
Hutchinfon  leaves  it  J.  Of  this  inter  efting  work  one 
volume  has  already  been  prefented  to  the  world  ;\  and  a 
fecond  volume  would  have  been  completed,  if  the  health 
and  life  of  the  author  had  been  fpared  one  month  longer. 
It  is  hoped,  that,  from  want  of  encouragement  of  the 
patrons  of  literature,  the  part  which  he  had  finifhed  will 
not  be  loft  to  the  publick. 

Whilft  he  thus  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  fellow  citizens,  their  grateful  approbation  at- 
tended his  Heps.  Literary  inftitutions  imparted  to  him 
the  honours  of  their  fellowfhip||  ;  philanthropick  incor- 
porations beftowed  on  him  the  marks  of  their  efteem. 
Of  the  Charitable  Fire  Society  he  was  elected  the  preii- 
dent  ;  and  from  the  commencement  of  that  ufeful  affocia- 
tion,  he  was  one  of  the  moft  active  fprings,  which  put  in 
motion  its  benevolent  operations.  Its  refpecled  members 
with  warm  affection  lament  his  death  ;    fondly  do  they 

cheriih 

*  Jan.   1792. 

f  See  two  chara&ers  of  Judge  Minot,  publifhed  in  the  Bofton  news- 
papers foon  after  his  deceafe  ;  one  by  his  mafler,  Judge  Tudor  ;  the 
other  by  his  young  friend  and  pupil,  Mr.  Charles  P.  Sumner. 

%  See  Note  V. 

II  See  Note  VI. 
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■cherifl*  the  remembrance  of  the  mild  dignity,  with  which 
he  presided  in  their  meetings  ;    and  deeply  impreffed  on 
their  hearts  are  the  precepts  of  benevolence,  which  with 
fo  much  pathos  and  eloquence  he  taught  them  in  his  ad- 
mired Addrefs*. 

His  fellow  citizens  in  general,  on  more  than  one  occa- 
fion,  teftified  the  confidence  which  they  felt  in  his  abilities 
and  moderation.     He  was  the  man,  on  whom  the  eyes  of 
all  parties  were  fixed,  to  exprefs  that  grief,  with  which 
the  hearts  of  all  parties  were  pierced,  by  the  death  of  the 
beloved  Waihingtonf.     As  the  virtuous,  however  differing 
in  rank  and  external  acts,  belong  to  the  fame  family,  and 
a  kindred  likenefs  may  be  traced  in  the  features  of  their 
minds,  in  delineating  the  character  of  the  firfl  of  men,  he 
1  could  not  avoid  describing  in  part  his  own  correct  exam- 
i  pie.     The  refemblance  is  fo  ftriking,  that  it  has  been  per- 
|  ceived  by  many. 

But  fame  and  publick  confidence  were  not  the  only  re- 
j  wards  of  his  merit.     Through  the  liberal  and  grateful  aid 
of  the  government   and   his   fellow   citizens,    profperity 
fmiled  on  him.     This  enlarged  his  power  of  doing  good 
I  and  of  communicating  pleafure.     His  friends  were  wel- 
I  corned   with   ardour    to    his    hofpitable  board ;    and  his 
I  bounty  flowed  in  copious  ftreams  on  thofe  who  afked  or 
I  needed  his  affiflance. 

Such  was  the  life,  fuch  the  honours,  and  fuch  the  prof- 
perity  of  Judge  Minot.     You  love  the  man,  who  excelled 
in  fo  many  virtues  ;  and  you  rejoice  in  the  favours  with 
J  which  heaven  vifited  his  manfion.     Will  you  permit  me 
J  to  make  him  ftill  farther  known  to  you  ;  and  to  delineate 
parts  of  his  character,  which  have  not  already  been  paint- 
ed ?     It  is  not  my  intention  to  exhauft  the  fubject  :    oth- 
ers of  his  friends  are  eager  to  praife  him  ;    and  I  ought 
to  leave  untouched  topicks  of  encomium,  on  which  they 
can  en  Jar  get.     I  mail  fupprefs  therefore  the  greateft  part 
of  the  thoughts,  which  crowd  on  my  mind. 

The  underftanding  of  Judge  Minot  poffeffed  an  aftonifh- 
ing  variety.     Thofe  who  were  acquainted  with  him  the 
__________  longeft 

*  Delivered  before  the  Society  May  29th.  1795. 
t  See  Note  VII. 
t  See  Note  XII, 
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longeft  can  fay,  that  there  was  always  a  novelty  in  hi* 
converfation,  either  as  to  fubftance  or  form.  This  arofs 
from  his  great  induftry  and  inquifitivenefs  ;  in  confe* 
quence  of  which  he  was  always  learning-  When  vifited 
by  his  friends,  he  appeared  to  exprefs  his  beft  ideas  in  his 
beft  manner.  But  before  there  was  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  him  again,  he  had  obtained  the  knowledge  of  a  new 
fact,  or  had  acquired  a  new  grace  of  expreflion.  This,  in 
addition  to  the  fprightly  fallies  which  frequently  burft 
from  his  lips,  the  benignity,  the  gentle  radiance,  the  mind 
and  character,  which  fhone  in  his  face,  rendered  him  a 
moft  interefting  and  pleafant  companion. 

In  his  company  every  one  felt  himfelf  at  perfect  eafe  y 
and  fancied  himielf  wifer,  not  only  from  what  he  learned 
at  the  moment,  but  alfo  from  the  ftores  of  information 
treafured  up  in  his  own  mind,  and  of  the  poneffion  of 
which  he  was  before  hardly  confcious.  For  our  friend 
had  the  happy  talent  of  uncovering  the  knowledge  which 
was  veiled  by  diffidence,- arid  of  drawing  out  in  appropri* 
ate  language  the  conceptions  of  thofe,  who,  from  want  of 
ufe,  had  not  learned  the  art,  either  of  fpeaking,  or  of 
fpeaking  in  proper  terms.  This  rendered  him  the  delight 
of  ingenuous  young  men,  who  oftentimes  have  this  defect, 
and  on  that  account  mifs  the  reputation,  to  which  they 
are  entitled  by  their  fcience  and  talents. 

In  judging  of  his  own  powers,  his  opinion  was  guided 
by  modefty*  ;  but  he  poffeffed  none  of  that  baflifuinefs, 
which  quenches  emulation,  and  annihilates  exertion.  He 
doubted  whether  he  was  capable  of  fome  things,  for  which 
his  friends  thought  him  well  qualified  ;  but  he  yielded  to 
their  perfuafions,  and  made  the  attempt  ;  and  he  generally 
fucceeded  better  than  his  fears  had  anticipated!.  Without 
fitting  ftill  and  idly  wifliing  for  fame,  he  entered  the 
career  of  glory,  and  ran  for  the  prize,  aifured  that  if  he 
miffed  it,  he  at  leaft  deferved  applaufe  for  his  well  directed 
labours. 

In  judging  of  the  characters  and  abilities  of  others  he 
was  eminently  candid.  His  opinion  was,  that  few  men 
are  fo  vitious,  as  not  to  poffefs  fome  good  quality  ;    or  fo 

ignorant, 

*  See  Note  VIII. 
f  See  Note  VII. 
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ignorant,  as  not  to  have  acquired  fome  valuable  branch 
of  fcience.  For  thefe  he  praifed  them  ;  but  never  for 
talents  and  virtues  to  which  they  had  no  title.  He  was 
candid  ;  but  abhorrent  to  his  feelings  was  that  counter- 
feit candour,  which  applauds  equally  the  faint  and  the 
finner  :  he  has  often  been  heard  tofpeak  with  pointed 
indignation  againft  the  artful  and  diihoneft,  particularly 
j  againft  falfe  pariots  and  political  impoftors. 

As  a  politician,  his  moderation  is  well  known,  and  has 
|  often  been  the  fubjecl:  of  encomium*  He  wilhed  well  to 
both  the  parties  into  which  the  ftate  is  divided  :  both 
parties  would  have  been  happy  to  have  called  him  their 
own*  :  but  as  he  never  concealed  or  difguifed  his  fenti- 
ments,  it  is  certain  that  he  belonged  to  one  .only.  With- 
out denominating  it  by  the  exclufive  and  honourable 
title  of  federal,  it  will  be  accurately  defer ibed  by  faying^ 
that  it  was  the  party  of  which  the  refpected  Bowdoin  was 
the  head  ;  which  placed  in  the  chair  of  government  the 
much  lamented  Sumner  ;  and  which  approved  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  late  preiident  of  the  United  States.  I 
aicribe  no  merit  to  him  for  his  opinions  ;  but  for  his 
iirmnefs  and  independence  of  fpirit,  he  deferved  the 
higheft  applaufe. 

He  was  as  candid,  zealous,  and  honeft  in  his  religious 

as  in  his  political  opinions.     On  all  proper  occafions  ihe 

I  openly  declared  what  he  believed  5    but  .the  truth  is,  that 

I  lie  laid  little  ftrefs  on  the  dogmas  of  any  particular  fectf, 

paying  more  attention  to  the  duties  than  the  Speculations 

!:  of  christians.-    Huirtble  \  and  devout,  he  loved  God,  and 

j  trufted  entirely  to  his  mercy  for  falvation.     He  complied 

j  with   all  the  rites  and  ordinances  of  chriftianity  5    and 

1  though  he  was  .perfuaded  that  thefe  practices  are  not  -the 

I  moft  effential  parts  of  religion  ;    yet  he  felt  it  to  be  his 

duty  publickly  to  manifeft  before  all  who  obferved  his 

!  conduct,  that  he  was  not  afhamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrifh 

In  private  and  domeftick  life  his  conduct  was  exhibited 

1  to  great  advantage.     At  an  early  age  he  was  .united  to 

the  woman  whom  he  loved  5    and  he  loved  her  as  long  as 

coufcioufnefs 

*  See  Note  IX. 
f  See  Note  X. 
t  See  $ote  XI, 
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confcioufhefs  remained.  Satisfied  with  the  warmth  of  hef 
affection,  and  with  the  refpect  and  tendernefs  of  his  own 
and  his  adopted  children,  his  happieft  hours  were  paffed 
in  the  bofom  of  his  family.  There  was  he  often  feen,  by 
the  friends  who  were  admitted  to  join  the  harmonious 
circle,  fmiiing  with  complacence  on  all  around  him,  and 
imparting  delight  to  every  breafb 

Should  I  more  particularly  defcribe  thefe  endearing 
fcenes,  I  fhould  only  aggravate  that  forrow,  which  it  is 
my  defire  to  foften.  For  never  more  will  his  wife,  his 
children*,  his  venerable  parentfy  his  fond  brothers,  his 
difconfolate  nephew,  his  grateful  nieces,  behold  his  benign 
face  ;  never  more  will  they  liften  to  his  voice  of  love  : 
"  cold  he  now  lies  in  the  grave  below"  J  ;  his  warm  heart 
has  ceafed  to  beat§  ;  and  all  their  joys  are  remembered  as 
a  dream,  r.  s. 


NOTES, 

Note  L 

The  firft  anceftor  of  Judge  Minot,  who  came  to  New 
England,  was  George  Minot,  fon  to  Thomas  Minot  Efquire, 
of  Saffron  Walden  in  Effex.  He  was  one  of  the  firft  fet~ 
tiers  of  Dorchefter,  and  ruling  elder  of  the  church  thirty 
years.  He  died  Dec.  24th.  1671,  in  the  78th.  year  of  his  ;| 
age,  "  much  lamented  by  a  town,  whofe  weal  he  fought 
and  liberties  defended." 

His  father,  Stephen  Minot,  great  great  grandfon  of  | 
George  Minot,  was  a  gentleman  of  education,  liberal  prin-  | 
ciples,  and  exemplary  character.  He  died  in  Bofton,  Jan*  ! 
14th.  1787,  aged  y$  years. 

His  mother,  Sarah,  only  daughter  of  Jonas  Clarke  Ef-  f 
quire  of  Bofton,  died,  "  happy  in   the  reflection  of   an 
amiable  and  virtuous  life,"  Jan.  10th.  1783,  in  the  64th. 
year  of  her  age. 

His  intermediate  anceftors  were  gentlemen  of  refpecT:-  | 
able  characters. 

Note  ! 

*  Judge  Minot  left  two  children,  a  fon  and  a  daughter. 

f  Mrs.  Speakman,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Minot. 

%  Chatterton. 

§  Judge  Minot  died  Jan.  2d.  1802,  and  was  buried  the  6th. 
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Note  II. 
The  Indians  of  New  England  had,  to  exprefs  this  rela- 
tion, an  appropriate  word,  which  in  the  dialect  of  the 
Naufet  Indians  was  iaufhents.  It  has  been  adopted  by  the 
defendants  of  the  Englifh  in  many  parts  of  the  Old  Col- 
ony of  Plymouth,  and  is  applied  as  a  term  of  endearment 
1 1  to  the  youngeft  child* 

Note  IIL 

In  the  prefent  year,  1802,  a  monument  has  been  erected 

I  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Wadfworth  by  a  few  contemporary 

'  j friends,  who  loved  and  honoured  his  character,  and  feve- 

t .  ral  pupils,  who  enjoyed  at  the  univerfity  the  benefit  of  his 

inftrudions.     On  this  monument  is  the  following  infcrip- 

!  tion. 

Huic   tumulo   mandantur   exuviae 
Johannis  Wadsworth  A.M. 

Duxburgise  nati, 

Collegii  Harvardini  Alumni, 

Cujus 

Septem  per  annos 

Fideliter,  utiliilimeque 

Tutoris  officium  prseftitit  ; 

Et  mode  aptiffimo,  facillimo,  gratiffimoque? 

Optimis  pneceptis  ac  inftitutis 

Juvenum  animos  imbuit, 

Morefque  ipforum  amice  ac  feduld  curavit. 

Hujus  temporis  tres  per  annos  et  ultra 

Senatus  Academici  Socii  munera  perite  explevit. 

Ingenio  fagaci  et  acutinimo 

Literis  fcientiifque  penitus  inftrufto, 

Etiam  facilitate  mira  fententias  impertiendi 

Omnium  obfervantiam  in  fefe  attraxit. 

Amicitia  ingenua  atque  conftanti, 

Et  confuetudinis  fuavitate  facetiifque, 

Amor  ac  delicise  fuit  amicorum. 

Inter  alias  virtutes, 

Pietas  erga  Parentes  et  affe&io  Fraterna 

Prascipue  fuerunt  inflgnes. 
Viri  tarn  boni  ac  utilis,  omnibufque  carl* 
In  aetatem  fene&am  fpes  vitam  produxerat. 
O        [ra.viii.]  Ah! 
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Ah  fpes  in  an  is  ! 

Variolis  (illo  generis  humani  fiagello)  correptus* 

Animam  efHavit 

Die  Julii  12*0  Anno  Salutis  MDCCLXXVII 

jEtatifque  fuse  XXXVII. 

Note  IV.      . 

Since  the  elogy  was  delivered,  the  author  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  perufing  Judge  Minot's  manufcripts.  It 
Among  others  he  finds  a  private  journal,  which  was  begun,  |) 
discontinued,  and  refumed.  In  thefe  notes  nearly  of  the  i 
whole  of  it  will  be  given.  The  following  extracl  relates  1 
to  the  Hillary  of  the  Infur  regions. 

"■  The  opinions  refpecling  my  Hiftory  of  the  Infurrec- 
tions  have  been  very  favourable.     If  any  thing  could  leffea 
the  pleamre  arifing  from  this  ckcumftance,  it  is  the  fur-  | 
prife  of  many  judicious  perfons  at  my  performing  it  fo  J 
well.     "  It  is  well  done,  as  I  expected  it  would  be,"  is  a  I 
much  more  flattering  approbation,  than,  "  I  am  aftonifhed— 
who  could  have  thought   that  he  could  have  done  it  fo 
well  ?"     We  do  not  love  to  think  that  we  once  flood  in  i 
an  inferiour  light,  however  elevated  we  may  now  be,  in*  I 
the  opinion  of  our  friends. 

"  Mr.. thinks  I  have  extricated  myfelf  vsry  well  | 

from  the  danger  of  incurring  the  refentment  of  the  jarring  II 
adminiflrations,  which  any  improper  comparifon  between  I 
them,  or  decihve  eulogium  of  either,  would  have  inevita-| 
bly  drawn  upon  me.  He  thinks  that  there  are  fecrets  || 
refpecling the  mode,  in  which  the  lafl  orders  to  General  1 
Lincoln  were  procured  from  the  Council,  which  ought  to  I 
be  told  at  a  future  day  :  but  Governour  Bowdoin  knows  | 
nothing  of  thefe. 

"  I  mowed  the  Hiftory  to  the  principal  aclocs  in  the  I 
fuppreffion  of  the  infurreclions,  in  order  that  they  might  I 
object  to  any  thing  relative  to  their  conducl:,  before  it  I 
appeared  in  print.     On  this  occaflon  I  obferved  to  General  1 

Lincoln,  that  I  ought  to  infert  the  name  of  ,  which  il 

at   that   time   was   hot  introduced,  at  fome   convenient :] 
place,  as  well  as  the  name  of  Governour  Bowdoin,  which  i 
was    fubfcribed    to    his   orders.      The    General    replied, 
"  Yes"  j  and  taking  up  the  manufcript,  "  You  may  infert; 

it: 
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tit  here,  or  here,  or,  in  fhort,  any  where,  juft  as  they  mark 
\&<wnfnow  in  an  almanack." 

"  I  fent  a  copy  of  the  Hiftory  to  General  Wafhington 
j  with  the  following  letter, 

: "  Sir, 

Permit  me  to   offer  for  your  perufal  a  copy  of  the 
i  Hiftory  of  the  late  Xnfurre&ions  in  Maffachufetts.      The 
jjfhare,  which  you  had  in   the  great  and  glorious  events 
of   America,   muft    intereft    your   feelings   in   all   fiibfe- 
quent  tranfaclions  ;    and  I  hope  that  this  little  narrative 
%  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  you,  as  a  continuance  of  infor- 
mation upon  the  important  fubject:  of  domeftick  hiftory. 

M  The  difficulty  of  publifhing  facts  on  the  fpot  where 
they  happen,  and  under  the  view  of  the  actors,  will  read- 
ily occur,  and  mull  be  my  apology  with  you,  in  reading 
the  book.     If  this  circumftance,  however,  has  had  influ- 
ence in  checking  the  remarks  of  the  writer,  I  hope  it  has 
|| had  none  in  the  relating  of  the  events,  which  is  the  part 
I  wherein  the  pubiick  are  moft  concerned. 
1     "  General  Lincoln  has  kindly  offered  to  introduce  my 
I  production  to  your  notice  ;    and  my  confidence  in  the 
|goodnefs  of  your  char  after  has  led  me  to  anticipate  a  fa- 
vourable reception  to  an  effort,  which  was  dictated  by  a 
love  of  truth,  and  a  wifh  to  preferve  the  reputation  of  my 
country. 

"  With  the  higheft  refpect,  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Bofton,  7.  Aug.   1788. 

"  This  letter  was  delivered  with  the  book  to  General 
Lincoln,  who  forwarded  it  with  a  letter,  which  I  did  not 
fee  'y  and  I  received  the  following  anfwer. 

cc  Mount  Vernon,  Aug.  28.  1788. 
"Sir, 
Your  favour  of  the  7th.  of  this  month  has  been  duly 
received  ;  and  I  lofe  no  time  before  I  acknowledge  the 
obligations  under  which  you  have  placed  me,  by  offering 
a  copy  of  your  Hiftory  as  a  prefent.  Afide  of  the  honour- 
able teftimony  of  my  friend  General  Lincoln,  the  intrin- 

fick 
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fick  merit  of  the  work  (fo  far  as  I  am  able  to  form  a  jud 
merit  from  its  perfpicuity  and  impartiality)  carries  a  fu 
cient  recommendation  to  enfure  a  favourable  reception. 

"  The  feries  of  events,  which  followed  from  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  war,  forms  a  link  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  in 
the  chain  of  the  American  annals.  That  portion  of  do- 
meftick  hiftory,  which  you  have  felefled  for  your  narra- 
tive, deferved  particularly  to  be  difcuffed,  and  fet  in  its 
proper  point  of  light,  v/hile  materials  for  the  purpofe  were 
attainable.  Nor  was  it  unbecoming  or  unimportant  to 
enlighten  the  Europeans,  who  feem  to  have  been  extreme- 
ly ignorant  with  regard  to  thefe  tranfactions.  While  I 
comprehend  fully  the  difficulty  of  ftating  facts  on  the  fpot, 
amidft  the  living  actors  and  recent  animoiities,  I  approve 
the  more  cordially  that  candour,  with  which  you  appear 
to  have  done  it. 

"  I  will  only  add  that  I  always  feel  a  lingular  fatisfac*Hon 
in  difcovering  proofs  of  talents  and  patriotifm,  in  thofe 
who  are  foon  to  take  the  parts  of  the  generation,  which 
is  now  haftening  to  leave  the  ftage  $  and  that  with  wiihes 
for  your  profperity,  I  remain, 
Sir, 

yr  moll  obedf-  &  very  hble  ferv1, 

G°    Wafhington." 

Note  V. 
u  Copy  of  my  letter  to  Prelident  Adams  with  my  firft 
volume  of  the  continuation  of  the  hiftory  of  Maffachufetts 
Bay. 

Bofton.  9th,  Feb.  1798. 
"  Sir, 

The  enclofed  volume  of  a  continuation  of  Maflachu* 
fetts  hiftory  is  introduced  more  abruptly  to  your  notice, 
than  I  intended  it  ihould  have  been.  The  dedication, 
being  official,  is  lefs  the  fubjecT:  of  apology  on  this  account, 
than  the  matter  itfelf,  of  which  your  knowledge  is  fo  great, 
that  I  flattered  myfelf  with  an  opportunity  of  opening 
my  delign  to  you  in  perfon,  previous  to  my  publication. 
That  I  did  not  do  this  certainly  was  not  owing  to  any  dif- 
ficulty of  accefs  on  your  part,  and  was  rather  owing  to  a 

misfortune 
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misfortune  than  a  fault  in  mine.  After  fettling  with  my 
i  friend,  Dr.  Welfh,  the  beft  manner  of  doing  it,  an  acci- 
1  dental  deviation  from  a  vifit,  which  we  underftood  you 
i:  propofed  in  town,  frustrated  my  intention  at  that  time  ; 
land  unavoidable  avocations  afterwards  prevented  my 
[going  to  Quincy  until  your  departure. 

"  I  beg  your  acceptance  of  this  copy.  The  nature  of 
[the  fubje&  may  induce  you  to  read  it  even  amidft  the 
(many  affairs  of  importance,  which  your  high  office  throws 
upon  your  attention,  If,  after  a  perufal,  you  ftiall  judge 
it  not  devoid  of  merit,  I  have  to  requeft,  that  in  cafe  there 
are  any  documents  lying  by  you,  not  deftined  for  fome 
happier  ufe,  I  may  be  favoured  with  a  view  of  them,  to 
enable  me  to  correct,  any  errours  that  may  have  arifen, 
and  to  affift  my  future  progrefs.     I  am,  Sir,  &c, 

"  Anfwer  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  to  my 
letter  of  the  9th  of  Feb.  1798? 

Philadelphia.  Feb,  28.  1798, 

«  Sir, 
I  have  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  9th.  of  this 
month,  with  its  elegant  companion,  the  firft  volume  of 
your  Continuation  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Province  of 
lVIafTachufetts  Bay  from  the  year  1748.  For  this  valuable 
Iprefent  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  thanks. 

"  I  have  read  the  work  with  great  pleafure.  The  ftyle 
of  it  is  a  model  of  historical  eloquence  :  the  narration  is 
very  perfpicuous  ;  and  the  matter  only  fuch  as  becomes 
the  dignity  of  hiftory. 

"  I  mould  have  been  happy  to  have  received  you  at  Quin* 
cy  laft  fall,  and  fhall  be  very  glad  to  fee  you  at  any  other 
time  :  but  I  have  no  hope  of  giving  you  much  amrtance 
in  your  literary  refearches.  My  life  has  been  that  of  a 
bird,  too  volatile  to  have  collected  information  of  much 
confequence  to  your  purpofe, 

"  I  hope  you  will  purfue  the  fubjecl:  onwards  ;  and  look 
back  too  to  the  beginning  of  our  hiftory.  I  am  not  fatis- 
fied  with  Hutchinfon,  though  his  work  is  valuable.  An- 
nals too  I  fhouid  think  preferable  to  hiftory,  and  minuter 

details 
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details  even  of  the  Indian  wars,  than  have  hitherto  been 
publifhed  in  print. 

*c  With  great  and  fincere  efteem,  I  am,  &c. 

John  Adams."     Journal 

Note  VI. 
The  Hiflorical  Society  was  planned  by  Drs.  Belknap, 
Thacher,  and  Eliot,  and  Judge  Winthrop  and  Judge  Tu- 
dor. Thefe  gentlemen  affociated  with  them  five  others, 
of  whom  Judge  Minot  was  one.  The  whole  met  together 
and  organized  the  Society.  From  the  beginning  Mr.  Mi- 
not was  an  active  and  ufeful  member  ;  and  though  he 
wrote  nothing,  yet  many  valuable  papers  were  with  much 
pains  collected  by  him.,  and  published  in  the  Society's 
volumes. 

Note  VII. 
"  1800.  January.  I  was  fuddenly  alarmed  by  a  vifit 
from  three  members  of  the  Committee  of  arrangements 
for  the  ceremonies  on  General  Wafhington's  death. — 
Their  bufinefs  was  to  inform  me  of  my  being  appointed 
to  deliver  an  eulogy  on  that  occafion  before  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Bofton.  I  was  lick,  dejected,  and  fo  weak  as  con- 
vinced me,  that  I  could  neither  compofe  nor  deliver  the 
work  requefted.  I  begged  their  excufe  with  as  much  fer- 
vour as  a  criminal  would  beg  the  remiffion  of  his  fentence. 
I  obtained  only  a  reprieve  until  the  afternoon,  when  I  de- 
termined to  bring  my  phylician  [Dr.  Dexter]  to  my  aid. 
His  opinion  of  my  ill-health  availed  nothing  :  I  was  forced 
to  accept.  They  gave  me  ten  days  to  prepare  myfelf. 
What  were  my  feelings  in  this  fhort  time  ?  My  only 
refuge  was  in  an  enthufiaftick  purfuit  of  my  fubject,  which 
ftimulated  what  little  powers  I  poffeffed  to  their  utmoft  ex- 
ertion. A  candour  and  mild  expectation  prevailed  through  1 
all  ranks  of  people,  which  encouraged  me.  A  like  kind  i 
of  attentive  iilence  enabled  me  to  deliver  myfelf  fo  as  to 
be  heard.  I  fat  down,  unconfcious  of  the  effect,  feeling 
as  though  the  mufick  was  at  once  playing  the  dirge  of 
Waihington's  memory  and  my  own  literary  reputation. 
I  was  foon  aftonifhed  at  my  good  fortune :  all  praifed  me : 

a  whole 
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a  whole  edition  of  my  Eulogy  fold  in  a  day.  The  print- 
ers prefented  me  with  an  additional  number  of  copies  on 
account  of  their  fueeefs.  Invitations  are  fent  me  to  dine 
in  refpectable  companies.  My  friends  are  delighted  ;  and 
although  nearly  exhaufted  by  ficknefs,  I  am  happy.  Such 
was  the  fuccefsful  iffue  of  the  moft  unpropitious  under- 
J  taking  that  I  ever  engaged  in."     Journal. 

Note  VIIL 
"In  the  month  of  Auguft,  1796,  I  was  appointed  to 
I  act  as  State's  Attorney  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  the  Attor- 
ney General  being  abfent  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  bounda- 
ry river,  St.  Croix.  A  number  of  difagreeable  events, 
;  II  which  I  mail  ever  recollect  with  the  greateft  pain,  con- 
Hi  curred  at  this  time  to  difqualify  me  for  the  talk  ->  which 
( I  felt  confcious  of,  but  could  not  well  decline  it.  A  pre- 
SlpofTeifion  that  one  will  do  ill  never  fails  to  verify  our 
\  fears  ;  and  accordingly  I  did  ill  enough  ;  of  which  I 
[had  a  due  fenfe,  and  made  mi  table  acknowledgments  to 
j  my  evil  genius.  Whilft  I  was  in  the  paroxifm  of  my 
I  mortification,  Mr.  Sharplefs,  an  ingenious  portrait  painter, 
;  I  fent  me  a  note,  acquainting  me,  that  he  was  making  a 
I !  collection  of  portraits  of  the  moft  eminent  and  publick 
I ^characters  in  the  United  States  ;  and  requefted  to  know 
■(when  it  would  be  convenient  for  me  to  fit  to  him.  I 
I  really  thought  fo  meanly  of  myfelf,  that  I  did  not  feem 
ijworthy  to  be  hung  up  in  a  fhoemaker's  fhop,  under  the 
i  jllaft  words  and  dying  fpeech  of  Levi  Ames  ;  and  nothing 
llj  (appeared  to  be  wanting  to  my  difgrace,  but  fuffering 
|||myfelf  to  be  held  up  among  the  great  worthies  of  Amer* 
Ilea.  Accordingly  I  fent  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Sharplefs, 
I  thanked  him  for  his  intended  politenefs  ;  but  difclaimed 
1  all  right  of  being  ranked  among  the  eminent  and  publick 
i  characters,  which  he  was  collecting  together  ;  and  fo  refuf- 
i  led  fitting.  The  chief  juftice  Dana  afterwards  called  on 
id  me,  and  requefted  me  to  fit.  Out  of  deference  to  him  I 
J  jfaid,  if  it  was  his  opinion  that  I  ought,  I  would  no  longer 
^decline.  But  luckily  Mr.  Sharplefs  never  troubled  me 
oi1  jagain  with  an  invitation."     Journal. 

Note 
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Note  IX. 
"  1796.      November.      Colonel  Dawes   and  Mr.   Otis 
are  chofen,  the  one  elector  of  prefident  and  vice-prefident,. 
the  other  a  reprefentative  to  Congrefs.     Some  days  before 

the  choice, -*  came  to  me  and  faid,  that  the  Federalifts 

had  ferious  apprehenitons  that  they  fhould  not  be  able  to 
carry  Mr.  Otis  ;  but  that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  two 
parties  would  cordially  unite  in  me  5  and  afked  me,  if  I 
would  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  fet  up  as  a  candidate  for  repre- 
fentative. I  told  him  that  the  idea  was  wholly  new  to 
me,  but  as  I  muft  give  up  the  probate  office,  I  thought 
it  would  be  imprudent.  He  would  not  take  fo  fudden 
an  anfwer,  but  required  me  to  confider  it  until  the  next 
day,  which  I  did,  and  then,  after  confulting  with  one 
friend,  returned  him  the  fame  anfwer,  which  ended  the 
affair."     Journal* 

Note  X. 
cc  1784.  December  12th.  Sunday.  I  verily  think  that  my 
falvation  does  not  depend  upon  my  believing  the  Trinity 
or  the  Unity  of  the  Godhead  ;  nor  am  I  a  better  chriftiany 
for  enlifting  under  the  banners  of  Chrift  to  fupport  his 
equality  with  the  Father,  or  for  affifting  the  omnipotence 
of  the  Father  in  maintaining  his  fuperiority  over  the  Son, 
than  if  I  fincerely  imitated  the  example  of  the  one,  and 
reverentially  adored  the  other."     Journal* 

Note  XI. 
"  1797.  September  nth.  The  fate  of  man  is  pitia- 
ble :  nothing  but  great  powers  can  raife  him,  when  en* 
dowed  with  feniibility,  above  mifery.  Thefe  are  not  at 
his  option.  Application  may  do  much  to  ftrengthen 
fmall  talents  ;  but  after  all  they  will  fcarcely  fcreen  him 
from  contempt  :  and  application  is  not  always  in  a  man's: 
power  :  it  is  itfelf  a  faculty  of  creating  abilities.  In* 
nocence  is  the  only  refuge  to  fiielter  mediocrity  of  parts. 
This  is  in  every  man's  command. Yet,  let  us  re- 
flect :- — happy  were  it  fo  !  Can  weaknefs  be  a  match  fori; 
temptation  ?  No.  To  refill  it  requires  ftrength  of  mind,  | 
command  of  all  the  appetites  and  paffions,  a  vigilant,  in 
flexible  prudence.     What  is  the  weak  man  of  fenfibility  I 

then 
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then  to  da  ?  Hard  is  his  lot.  In  attempting  to  learn 
courage,  the  wounds  he  receives  in  the  conflict  juftify  his 
ideas  of  danger.  In  fortifying  the  mind  with  firmnefs,  he 
finds  not  deranged  materials  to  be  fet  in  order,  but  a  va- 
cancy of  powers,  a  link  by  nature  omitted  in  the  chain  of 
reafon.  Let  him  addrefs  hirnfelf  to  heaven,  implore  its 
benevolent  aid,  and  by  endeavouring  to  become  good,  lay 
a  foundation  for  confidence  in  hirnfelf,  which  may  extend 
in  time,  beyond  the  particular  objects  of  piety,  and  like 
the  healing  bark  in  the  wounded  tree,  cover  his  nakednefs, 
invigorate  his  growth,  and  multiply  his  fruits.  To  do 
this  may  God  help  me  i"     Journal. 

"  1797.  October  31ft.  I  have  frequently  refolved  to 
keep  a  journal  ;  but  never  could  be  brought  to  put  it  into 
practice.  Of  what  mould  it  confift  ?  Of  refolutions  and 
relapfes  ;  of  many  faults  and  few  virtues  ;  of  fears  with- 
out danger,  and  misfortunes  without  forecaft.  Of  what 
avail  would  fuch  a  picture  be?"     Journal. 

Note  XII. 
As  was   anticipated,   feveral    perfons   have,    -fihce    his 
deceafe,  paid  the  tribute  of  refpect  to  the  memory  of  Judge 
Minot.     The  following  juft  portrait  of  his  character  is  by 
the  pencil  of  his  friend,  the  Hon*  John  Quincy  Adams. 

M  Are  you  an  obferver  of  men,  and  has  it  been  your 
fortune  only  once  in  your  life  to  behold  George  Richards 
Minot  ?  You  have  remarked  the  elegance  of  his  perfon 
and  the  peculiar  charm  of  expreilion  in  his  countenance- 
Have  you  witneffed  his  deportment  ?  It  bore  the  marks 
of  graceful  fimplicity,  of  dignified  modefty,  of  unaffuming 
urbanity— Have  you  liftened  to  his  coitverfation  ?  It  was 
the  voice  of  harmony  ;  it  was  the  index  to  a  penetrating 
and  accurate  mind  ;  it  was  the  echo  to  a.  warm  and  gen- 
erous heart.  Such  appeared  Mr.  Minot,  on  a  firft  and 
tranfient  acquaintance  ;  from  which  period,  to  that  of  the 
moil  confidential  intimacy,  our  own  knowledge,  and  the 
unvaried  teftimony  of  indifputabie  authority  concur  in 
affirming  that  every  trace  of  pleafmg  firft  impreffion  was 
proportionally  deepened  ;  every  anticipation  of  fterling 
Worth  abundantly  fulfilled.     His  character,  as  the  citizen 
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of  a  free  country,  was  not  lefs  exemplary.  The  pro- 
foundeft  hiftorian  of  antiquity  has  adduced  the  life:  of 
Agricola,  as  an  extraordinary  proof  that  it  is  poilible  to  be 
a  great  and  good  man,  even  under  the  defpotifm  of  ths 
worft  of  princes.  Mr.  Minot's  example  may  be  alleged  as 
a  demonftration  equally  rare  under  a  free  republic,  that  in 
times  of  the  greateit  diffenfion,  and  amidft  the  mod  viru- 
lent rancour  of  factions,  a  man  may  be  great  and  good, 
and  yet  acquire  and  preferve  the  efteein  and  veneration  of 
all.  In  the  bitternefs  of  civil  contention,  he  enjoyed  the 
joint  applaufe  cf  minds  the  mod:  irreconcileable  to  each 
other.  Before  the  mulick  of  his  character  the-  very  fcor- 
pions  dropped  from  the  lafh  of  difcord  ;  the  very  fnakes 
of  faction  liftened  and  funk  aileep  I  Yet  did  he  not  pur- 
chafe  this  unanimous  approbation  by  the  facrifice  of  any 
principle  at  the  fhrine  of  popularity,  From  that  doubles 
tongued  candour  which  falhions  its  doctrines  to  its  com- 
pany ;  from  that  cowardice  in  the  garb  of  good  nature, 
which  alTents  to  all  opinions  becaufe  it  dares  fupport  none  ; 
from  that  obfequious  egotifm,  ever  ready  to  bow  before 
the  idol  of  the  day,  to  make  man  its  God,  and  hold  the 
voice  of  mortality  for  the  voice  of  heaven,  he  was  pure  as 
the  chryftal  ftreams.  Perfonal  invectives  and  odious  im- 
putations againft  political  ad ver fades  he  knew  to  be  fe)> 
dom  neceflary  ;  he  knew  that  when  unneceffary,  whether 
exhibited  in  the  difgufting  deformity  of  their  nakednefs, 
or  tricked  out  in  the  gorgeous  decorations  of  philofophy1, 
whether  livid  with  the  cadaverous  colours  of  their  natural 
complexion  or  flaring  with  the  cofmetick  wafhes  of  pre- 
tended patriotifm,  they  are  ever  found  among  the  profli- 
gate proftitutes  of  party,  and  not  among  the  veftal  vir- 
gins of  truth.  He  difdained  to  ufe  them  :  but  as  to  all 
the  great  queftions  upon  principle,  which  are  at  the  bot- 
tom of  our  divifions,  there  was  no  more  concealment  or 
difguife  in  his  lips,  than  hefitation  or  wavering  in  his  mindv 
So  far  was  he  from  courting  the  prejudices  or  compromi* 
fing  with  the  claims  of  faction,  that  he  published  the  hit 
tory  of  the  infurrections  in  this  commonwealth,  at  a  time 
when  the  paflions,  which  had  produced  them,  were  Hill 
vigorous  and  flourifhing :  and  although  nothing  contrib- 
uted more  than  that  work,  to  confign  the  rebellion  it  re- 
corded 
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corded  to  infamy,  none  of  its  numerous  abettors  ever 
railed  a  reclamation  againft  the  veracity  of  the  hiftory,  or 
,the  worth  of  the  hiftorian. 

"  The  community  to  which  fuch  a  man  as  this  belongs, 
confer  honour  upon  themfelves  by  every  token  of  diftinc- 
tion  they  .beftow  upon  him-  Mr.  Minot  was  fucceffively 
employed  in  various  offices  of  truft  and  of  honour.  To 
vice  a  merciful  but  inflexible  judge  ;  to  misfortune  a  com- 
panionate friend  ;  to  the  widow,  a  protector  of  her  rights  ; 
to  the  orphan,  one  in  place  of  a  father  :  in  every  ftation 
which  the  voice  of  his  country  called  him  alternately  to 
fill,  he  difplayed  that  individual  endowment  of  the  mind 
and  that  peculiar  virtue  of  the  heart,  which  was  moft 
cffential  to  the  ufeful  exercife  of  its  functions.  During 
the  latter  period  of  his  life,  his  occupations  were  multipli- 
ed beyond  the  performance  of  an  ordinary  man.  He  not 
only  accomplished  them  all  with  facility,  but  found  hours 
of  leifure  for  his  favourite  ftudious  purfuits,  and  hours  of 
relaxation  for  the  enjoyments  of  fecial  intercourfe  and 
convivial  feftivity. 

"■  His  attainments  in  literature  outftripped  the  flow 
advance  of  years  ;  in  the  bloom  of  youth  he  was  aiTcciat- 
ed  to  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the 
Hiftorical  Society  recognize  in  him  one  of  their  founders* 
Of  his  occafional  performances,  it  may  be  faid  without 
disparagement  to  others,  that  there  is  little  difficulty  in 
diftinguiihing  their  characteriftick  excellence.  His  Ora- 
tion on  the  5th  of  .March  ;  his  Eulogy  on  the  iirfb  of 
American  patriots  and  heroes,  and  his  addrefs  to  your 
Society,  from  the  fpot  whence  this  feeble  tribute  to  his 
memory  is  now  offered,  deferve  a  particular  enumeration 
among  the  productions  of  his  mind.  He  had  an  ardent 
and  inextinguifhable  thirft  of  general  knowledge  ;  but  the 
department  of  hiftory  was  that  towards  which  fome  cafual 
incident,  of  thofe  which  are  wont  to  point  the  magnet  of 

fenius  to  its  polar  ftar,  had  originally  turned  the  bias  of 
is  preference.  The  refult  of  his  labours  in  this  field,  is 
chiefly  before  the  publick,  and  is  duly  appreciated  by  all 
who  deem  any  fuch  labours  objects  of  regard.  As  an 
hiftorian,  authenticity,  impartiality,  penetration  and  faga- 
city,  are  obvious  charafters  of  his  writings.    His  narrative 
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Is  perfpicuous  ;  his  arrangement  well  delineated  :  he 
traces  events  to  their  caufes,  with  difcriminating  eye,  and 
though  fparing  of  his  own  reflections  upon  their  iffue,  he 
fkilfully  collects  and  concentrates  their  rays  upon  the 
mind  of  his  reader.  He  makes  no  oftentatious  difplay  of 
his  moral  and  intellectual  wealth,  but  gives  you  the'key 
to  the  chambers  containing  them  :  it  is  but  opening  the 
door,  and  treafures  in  profufion  are  before  you.  His  fe- 
lection  of  fubjects  was  dictated  by  a  vigorous  judgment, and 
a  well  meditated  fenfe  of  utility.  The  infurrections  of  the 
year  1786,  form  one  of  the  moil  inftructive  periods  in  the 
hiftory  of  our  country.  Occalions  like  that,  elicit  and 
difplay  many  of  the  virtues  and  vices,  accomplifhrnents 
and  defects  of  publick  bodies  and  private  individuals,  of 
conftitutions  and  conftituted  authorities,  which  remain 
latent  in  times  of  cooler  compofure.  The  younger  part 
of  our  fellow-citizens  efpecially,  will  find  themfelves  amply 
rewarded  for  any  time  and  meditation  beftowed  upon  that 
work.  It  will  give  them  a  deeper  infight  into  the  character 
of  this  people,  a  more  extenfive  view  of  our  focial  organiz- 
ation, and  its  internal  operations  at  critical  times,  than 
they  could  obtain  by  years  of  perfonal  obfervation.  The 
progrefs  of  collifions  in  publick  fentiment,  until  they 
kindle  into  civil  war,  in  a  country  where  publick  fentk 
ment  is  the  final  earthly  arbiter  of  all  publick  meafures, 
and  where  the  efficacy  of  obedience  is  in  ordinary  times 
fecured  by  the  mildnefs  of  authority,  there  reveals  a  pre- 
cious mine,  to  the  fearch  of  contemplation.  There  a  cit- 
izen of  Maffachufetts  may  learn  not  to  defpair  of  publick 
virtue,  even  when  apparently  extinguished  by  the  violence 
of  party,  and  the  preffure  of  diftrefs.  There  an  American 
may  be  informed  that  our  Conftitutions  have  within  them 
a  principle  of  felf-prefervation,  beyond  the  letter  of  the 
law,  which  can  redeem  them  from  difTolution  even  when 
apparently  fuffocated  by  the  overwhelming  torrents  of 
faction. 

"  The  revolution  which  feparated  thefe  States  from  their 
connexion  as  Colonies  with  Great  Britain,  and  their  fub- 
fequent  confederation,  have  taken  from  our  local  hiftory 
fome  of  its  magnitude  and  moment.  Thefe  events  have 
expanded  the  circle,  and  increafed  the  multitude  of  our 
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civil  relations.  In  forming  the  idea  of  our  country,  we 
are  no  longer  bounded  by  the  fcanty  dimenfions  of  a  petty 
province.  The  largeft  portion  of  this  Continent  is  united 
under  a  focial  compact,  which  makes  its  inhabitants  equal 
fellow-citizens  of  one  great  and  growing  empire.  To 
prefer  ve,  to  ftrengthen,  to  perpetuate  this  union,  is  the 
firft  political  duty,  as  it  ought  to  be  the  higheft  glory  of 
every  American,  Since  its  eftabliftunenfc  our  hiftory  has 
become  the  hiftory  of  the  nation  :  and  had  it  been  con- 
fident with  the  wife  decrees  of  Providence  to  prolong  the 
life  of  Mr.  Minor.,  we  might  have  hoped  that  the  period 
which  came  within  the  compafs  of  his  obfervation,  would 
have  been  tranfmitted  to  future  times,  with  that  fimpli^ 
city  and  purity  of  ftyle  and  manner,  that  zeal  for  the 
civil  and  religious  liberties  of  man,  that  inftinctive  and 
reflected  love  of  virtue  and  abhorrence  of  vice,  which 
flowed  fpontaneoufly  from  his  pen.  But  before  he  could 
commence  upon  this  arduous  talk,  there  was  a  previous 
chafm  in  our  hiftory  to  be  filled.  It  was  a  period  of  lefs 
general  intereft  than  thofe  which  preceded  and  followed 
it  ;  lefs  propitious  therefore  to  the  talents  and  reputation 
of  its  hiftorian.  But  Mr.  Minot's  primary  confideration 
was  the  publick  utility,  and  not  his  own  perfonal  fame.— 
It  was  a  labour  inadequate  indeed  to  his  powers,  but  ne- 
ceffary  to  connect  the  chain  of  our  annals  ;  and  unlefs 
undertaken  by  him,  it  might  have  remained  unaccome 
plifhed.  Of  this  work,  one  volume  is  in  pofleflion  of  the 
publick.  He  was  juft  doling  the  fecond,  when  the  pen 
was  wrefted  from  his  hand,  by  that  king  of  terrours,  whom 
the  moft  elevated  human  capacity  and  the  moft  perfect 
human  virtues  are  alike  impotent  to  refift." 

Addrefs  to  the  Members   of  the   Maffachufetis   Charitabk 
Fire  Society,  May  28.  1802, 
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A  Description  of  the  Eastern  Coast  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Barnstable,  from  Cape  Cod,  or  Race 
Point,  in  latitude  42  °.  5'.  to  Cape  Malebarre, 
or  Sandy  Point  of  Chatham,  in  latitude  410.  33'. 
Pointing  out  the  spots,  on  which  the  Trustee? 
of  the  Humane  Society  have  erected  huts,  and 
other    places    where    shipwrecked   .seamen  may 

LOOK    FOR    SHELTER*       OCTOBER,    l8o2. 

THE  curvature  of  the  fliore,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Pro- 
vincetown,  and  fouth  of  Race  Point,  is  called  Her- 
ring Cove  j  which  is  three  miles  in  length.  There  is  good 
anchoring  ground  here  ;  and  veifels  may  ride  fafely  in 
four  or  five  fathoms  of  water,  when  the  wind  is  from 
north-eaft  to  fouth-eaft 

On  Race  Point  ftand  about  a  dozen  fiftiing  huts,  con- 
taining fire  places  and  other  conveniences.  The  diftance 
from  thefe  huts  to  Provincetown,  which  lies  on  Cape  Cod 
harbour,  is  three  miles.  The  paifage  is  over  a  fandy 
beach,  without  grafs  or  any  other  vegetable  growing  on 
it,  to  the  woods,  through  which  is  a  winding  road  to  the 
town.  It  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  for  a  {ban- 
ger to  find  his  way  thither  in  the  dark  ;  and  the  woods 
are  fo  full  of  ponds  and  entangling  fwamps,  that  if  the 
road  was  miffed,  deftruction  would  probably  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  attempting  to  penetrate  them  in  the  night. 

Not  far  from  Race  Point  commences  a  ridge,  which  ex- 
tends to  the  head  of  Stout's  Creek.  With  the  face  to  the 
eaft,  on  the  left  hand  of  the  ridge  is  the  fandy  fhore  \  on 
the  right  is  a  narrow,  fandy  valley  ;  beyond  which  is  na/. 
ked  fand,  reaching  to  the  hills  and  woods  of  Provincetown,, 
This  ridge  is  well  covered  with  beach  grafs  ;  and  appears 
to  owe  its  exiftence  to  that  vegetable.  Beach  grafs,  during 
the  fpring  and  fummer,  grows  about  two  feet  and  a  half. 
If  furrounded  by  naked  beach,  the  ftorms  of  autumn  and* 
winter  heap  up  the  fand  on  all  fides,  and  caufe  it  to  rife 
nearly  to  the  top  of  the  plant.  In  the  enfuing  fpring  the 
grafs  fprouts  anew  ;  is  again  covered  with  land  in  the 
winter  ;  and  thus  a  hill  or  ridge  continues  to  afcend,  as 
long  as  there  is  a  fufficient  bafe  to  fupport  it,  or  till  the 
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circumfcribing  fand,  being  alfo  covered  with  beach  grafs* 
will  no  longer  yield  to  the  force  of  the  winds. 

On  this  ridge,  half  way  between  Race  Point  and  the 
head  of  Stout's  Creek,  the  Truftees  of  the  Humane  Society 
have  erected  a  hut.  It  Hands  a  mile  from  Peaked  Hill,  a 
land-mark  well  known  to  feamen  ;  and  is  about  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  Race  Point.  Seamen,  caft  away  on  this 
part  of  the  coaft,  will  find  a  fheiter  here  ;  and  in  north- 
eaft  ftorms,  fhould  they  ftrike  to  the  leeward  of  it,  and  be 
I  unable  to  turn  their  faces  to  the  windward,  by  palling  on 
to  Race  Point,  they  will  foon  come  to  the  fifhing  huts  be- 
fore mentioned. 

At  the  head  of  Stout's  Creek  the  Truftees  have  built  a 
fecond  hut.     Stout's  Creek  is  a  fmall  branch  of  Eaft  Har- 
bour in  Truro.     Many  years  ago  there  was  a  body  of  fait 
marfh  on  it  ;  and  it  then  deferved  the  name  of  a  creek  ; 
But  the  marfh  was  long  iince  deftroyed  ;    and  the  creek 
now  fcarcely  exifts,  appearing  only  like  a  fmall  depreffion 
in  the  fand,  and  being  entirely  dry  at  half  tide.     The 
creek  runs  from  north-well  to  fouth-eaft,  and  is  nearly 
parallel  with  the  more  on  the  ocean,  from  which  it  is  at  no 
great  diftance.     Not  far  from  it  the  hills  of  Provincetown 
terminate  ;  and  fhould  not  the  hut  be  found,  by  walking 
round  the  head  of  the  creek,  with  the  face  to  the  weft,  the 
hills  on  the  right  hand,  and  keeping  clofe  to  the  fhore  on 
the  harbour,  in  lefs  than  an  hour  the  fhipwrecked  feamen 
I  would  come  to  Provincetown, 
I      The  Humane  Society,  feveral  years  ago,  erected  a  hut 
J  at  the  head  of  Stout's  Creek.     But  it  was  built  in  an  im~ 
||  proper  manner,  having  a  chimney  in  it  ;    and  was  placed 
I.  on  a  fpot  where  no  beach  grafs  grew.     The  ftrong  winds 
j  blew  the  fand  from  its  foundation,  and  the  weight  of  the 
chimney  brought  it  to  the  ground  ;  fo  that  in  January  of 
;  the  prefent  year  it  was  entirely  demolifhed.     This  event 
took  place  about  fix  weeks  before  the   Brutus  was  caft 
||  away.     If  it  had  remained,  it  is  probable  that  the  whole 
1  of  the  unfortunate   crew  of  that  fhip  would  have  been 
Ifaved,  as  they  gained  the  fhore  a  few  rods  only  from  the 
fpot  where  the  hut  had  flood. 

The  hut  now  erected  Hands  on  a  place  covered  with 
beach  grafs.    To  prevent  any  accident  from  happening  to 
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It,  or  to  the  other  hut  near  Peaked  Hill,  j;he  Truftees  have 
fecured  the  attention  of  feveral  gentlemen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Dr.  Thaddeus  Brown  and  Capt.  Thomas 
Smalley  of  Provincetown  have  engaged  to  infpec"l  both 
huts,  to  fee  that  they  are  fupplied  with  ftraw  or  hay  in 
the  autumn,  that  the  doors  and  windows  are  kept  fhut, 
and  that  repairs  are  made,  when  neeeifary.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Damon  of  Truro  has  alio  promifed  to  vifk  the  hut  at 
Stout's  Creek  twice  or  thrice  in  a  year  ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitman  of  Wellfleet,  diftinguifhed  through  the  county 
for  his  activity  and  benevolence,  has  undertaken,  though 
remote  from  the  place,  the  fame  charge. 

From  the  head  of  Stout's  Creek  to  the  termination  of 
the  fait  marfh,  which  lies  on  both  fides  and  at  the  head  of 
Eaft  Harbour  river,  the  diftance  is  about  three  miles  and  a 
half.  A  narrow  beach  feparates  this  river  from  the  ocean. 
It  is  not  fo  regular  a  ridge  as  that  before  defcribed,  as  there 
are  on  it  one  or  two  hills,  which  the  neighbouring  inhab- 
itants call  iflands.  It  may  without  much  difficulty  be 
croffed  every  where,  except  over  thefe  elevations.  By 
thefe  hills,  even  during  the  night,  the  beach  may  be  diftin* 
guifhed  from  thofe  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  It  lies  from 
north-weft  to  fouth-eaft  ;  and  is  in  moft  parts  covered 
with  beach  grafs.  The  hills  have  a  few  fhfubs  on  the  de- 
clivities next  the  river.  At  the  end  of  the  marfh  "the  beach 
fubfides  a  little  ;  and  there  is  an  eafy  paffage  into  a  valley, 
in  which  are  fituated  two  or  three  dwelling  houfes.  The 
firft  on  the  left  hand,  or  fouth,  is  a  few  rods  only  from 
the  ocean. 

The  fhore,  which  extends  from  this  valley  to  Race  Point, 
Is  unqueftionably  the  part  of  the  coaft  the  moft  expofed  tfcj 
fhipwrecks.  A  north-eaft  ftorm,  the  moft  violent,  and  fa- 
tal to  feamen,.  as  it  is  frequently  accompanied  with  mow, 
blows  directly  on  the  land  :  a  ftrong  current  fets  along  the 
fhore  :  add  to  which  that  fhips,  during  the  operation  ctf 
fuch  a  ftorm,  endeavour  to  work  to  the  northward,  thai 
they  may  get  into  the  bay.  Should  they  be  unable  t& 
Weather  Race  Point,  the  wind  drives  them  on  the  mors, 
and  a  fhipwreck  is  inevitable.  Accordingly,  the  ftrand  k 
every  where  covered  with  the  fragments  of  vefTels.  Huts 
therefore,  placed  within  a  mile  of  each  other,  have  beem 

thought 
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thought  neceffary  by  many  judicious  perfons.  To  this 
opinion  the  Truftees  are  difpofed  to  pay  due  refped  ;  and 
hereafter,  if  the  funds  of  the  Society  increafe,  new  huts 
will  be  built  here  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate. 

From  the  valley  above  mentioned  the  land  rifes,  and  lefs 

than  a  mile  from  it  the  High  Land  commences.     On  the 

firft   elevated  fpot,  the  Clay  Founds,  ftands   the   Light 

Houfe.     The  more  here  turns  to  the  fouth  ;  and  the  High 

Land  extends  to  the  Table  Land  of  Eaftham.     This  High 

J  Land  approaches  the  ocean  with  fteep  and  lofty  banks, 

jj  which   it  is  extremely  difficult  to  climb,  efpecially  in  a 

1  ftorm.     In  violent  tempefis,  during  very  high  tides,  the  fea 

I  breaks  againft  the  foot  of  them,  rendering  it  then  unfafe 

•I  to  walk  on  the  ftrand,  which  lies  between  them  and  the 

ocean.     Should  the  feaman  fucceed  in  his  attempt  to  af- 

cend  them,  he  muft  forbear  to  penetrate  into  the  country, 

as  houfes  are  generally  fo  remote,  that  they  would  efcape 

his  refearch  during  the  night  :  he  muft  pafs  on  to  the  val- 

1  lies,  by  which  the  banks  are  interfered.     Thefe  vallies, 

tj  which  the  inhabitants  call  Hollows,  run  at  right  angles 

h  with  the  fhore  ;  and  in  the  middle,  or  loweft  part  of  them, 

1 !  a  road  leads  from  the  dwelling  houfes  to  the  fea. 

1      The  firft  of  thefe  vallies  is  Dyer's  Hollow^  a  mile  and 

|!  a  half  fouth  of  the  Light  Houfe.     This  opening  is  about 

I  two  hundred  yards  broad  from  fummit  to  fummit.     In 

I j  it  ftands  a  dwelling  houfe,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 

|j  beach. 

il     A  mile  and  a  half  fouth  of  Dyer's  Hollow,  is  a  fecond 

\ i  valley,  called  rlar ding's  Hollow.     At  the  entrance  of  this 

d  valley,  the  fand  has  gathered  ;    fo  that  at  prefent  a  little 

t||climbing   is  neceffary.     Pafling  over  feveral  fences,  and 

taking  heed  not  to  enter  the  wood  on  the  right  hand, 

at  the  diftance  of  three  quarters  of   a  mile,  a  houfe  is 

to  be  found.     This   houfe  ftands   on   the  fouth  fide   of 

ithe  road  ;    and  not  far  from  it,  on  the  fouth,  is  Pamet 

iriver,  which  runs  from  eaft  to  weft  through  a  body  of  fait 

jmarfh. 

The  third  valley,  a  half  of  a  mile  fouth  of  Harding's 
|Hollow,  is  Head  of  Pamet  Hollow.     It  may  with  eafe  be 
jdiftinguifhed  from  the  other  hollows  mentioned,  as  it  is  a 
wide   opening,   and  leads   immediately  over   a  beach  to 
Q  [Fo/.vin.]  the 
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the  fait  marfh  at  the  head  of  Pamet  river.  In  the  midft 
of  the  hollow  the  fand  has  been  raifed  by  a  brufh  fence, 
carried  acrofs  it  from  north  to  fouth.  This  mull  be 
paffed  ;  and  the  fhipwrecked  mariner  will  foon  come  to 
a  fence,  which  feparates  what  is  called  the  road  from  the 
marfh.  If  he  turn  to  the  left  hand,  or  fouth,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  he  will  difcover  a  houfe.  If 
he  turn  to  the  right  hand,  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile, 
he  will  find  the  fame  houfe,  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  paragraph. 

The  fourth  opening,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  fouth  of 
Head  of  Pamet,  is  Brufh  Valley.  This  hollow  is  narrow, 
and  climbing  is  neceffary.  Entering  it,  and  inclining  to 
the  right,  three  quarters  of"  a  mile  will  bring  feamen  to 
the  houfe,  which  is  iituated  at  the  Head  of  Pamet.  By 
proceeding  ftraight  forward,  and  pafling  over  rifing 
ground,  another  houfe  may  be  difcovered,  but  with  more 
difficulty. 

Thefe  three  hollows,  lying  near  together,  ferve  to  defig- 
nate  each  other.  Either  of  them  may  be  ufed  ;  but  Head 
of  Pamet  Hollow  is  the  fafeft. 

South  of  Brufh  Valley,  at  the  diftance  </  three  miles, 
there  is  a  fifth  opening,  called  Newcombys  Hollow,  eaft 
of  the  head  of  Herring  river  in  WellfLeet.  This  valley  is 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide.  On  the  north  fide  of  it,  near 
the  fhore,  ftands  a  fifhing  hut. 

Between  the  two  laft  vallies  the  bank  is  very  high  and 
fteep.  From  the  edge  of  it,  weft,  there  is  a  ftrip  of  fand, 
a  hundred  yards  in  breadth.  Then  fucceeds  low  brufh- 
wood,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  and  almoft  impaffable. 
After  which  comes  a  -thick,  perplexing  foreft,  in  which 
not  a  houfe  is  to  be  difcovered.  Seamen  therefore, 
though  the  diftance  between  thefe  two  vallies  is  great, 
muft  not  attempt  to  enter  the  wood,  as  in  a  fnow  ftorm 
they  muft  undoubtedly  perifh.  This  place,  fo  formidableij 
in  defcription,  will  lofe  fomewhat  of  its  terrour,  when  it 
is  obferved,  that  no  inftance  of  a  fhipwreck  on  this  part 
of  the  coaft  is  recollected  by  the  oldeft  inhabitants  of 
Wellfleet. 

Half  of  a  mile  fouth  of  Newcomb's  Hollow,  is  the  fixth 
valley,  called  Pearce's  Hollow,     It  is  a  fmall  valley.     A 

houfe 
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houfe  ftands  at  the  diftance  of  a  little  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  beach,  weft  by  fouth. 

The  feventh  valley  is  Cohoon's  Hollow,  a  half  of  a  mile 
fouth  of  Pearce's  Hollow.  It  is  not  very  wide.  Weft 
from  the  entrance,  feveral  houfes  may  be  found  at  the 
diftance  of  a  mile.  This  hollow  lies  eaft  by  north  from 
Wellfleet  meeting  houfe. 

Two  miles  fouth  of  Cohoon's  Hollow,  the  eighth  valley 
is  Snow's  Hollow.  It  is  fmaller  than  the  laft.  Weft  from 
the  fliore,  at  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  is  the 
county  rpad,  which  goes  round  the  head  of  Blackfifh 
Creek.  Faffing  through  this  valley  to  the  fence,  which 
feparates  the  road  from  the  upland  and  marfti  at  the  head 
of  the  creek,  a  houfe  will  immediately  be  found  by  turn- 
ing to  the  right  hand,  or  north.  There  are  houfes  alfo 
on  the  left,  but  more  remote. 

The  High  Land  gradually  fubfides  here,  and  a  mile  and 
a  half  fouth  terminates  at  the  ninth  valley,  called  Frelh 
Brook  Hollow,  in  which  a  houfe  is  to  be  found  a  mile 
from  the  more,  weft. 

The  tenth,  two  miles  and  a  half  fouth  from  Frefh  Brook 
Hollow,  is  Plum  Valley,  about  three  hundred  yards  wide. 
Weft  is  a  houfe,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  diftant. 
Between  thefe  two  vallies  is  the  Table  Land. 
After  this  there  is  no  hollow  of  importance  to  Cape 
Malebarre. 

From  Frefh  Brook  Hollow  to  the  commencement  of 
Naufet  beach,  the  bank  next  the  ocean  is  about  fixty  feet 
high.  There  are  houfes  fcattered  over  the  plain,  open 
country  :  but  none  of  them  are  nearer  than  a  mile  to  the 
ftiore.  In  a  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain  they  might  be  dif- 
cerned  by  day  light ;  but  in  a  fnow  ftorm,  which  rages 
here  with  exceffive  fury,  it  would  be  almoft  impoflible  to 
difcover  them  either  by  night  or  by  day. 

Not  far  from  this  more,  fouth,  the  Truftees  have  erected 
a  third  hut,  on  Naufet  beach.  Naufet  beach  begins  in 
latitude  41  °.  51'.  and  extends  fouth  to  latitude  41  °.  41-'. 
It  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  breach,  which  the  ocean 
has  made  through  it.  This  breach  is  the  mouth  of  Naufet 
or  Stage  harbour  ;  and  from  the  opening  the  beach  ex- 
tends north  two  miles  and  a  quarter^  till  it  joins  the  main 
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land.  It  is  about  a  furlong  wide  and  forms  Naufet  har- 
bour ;  which  is  of  little  value,  its  entrance  being  obftrucl:- 
cd  by  a  bar.  This  northern  part  of  the  beach  may  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  fouthern  part  by  its  being  of  a  lefs 
regular  form  :  ftorms  have  made  frequent  irruptions 
through  the  ridge,  on  which  beach  grafs  grows.  On  an 
elevated  part  of  the  beach,  ftands  the  hut,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  north  of  the  mouth  of  Naufet  harbour.  Eaft> 
ham  meeting  houfe  lies  from  it  weft  fouth  weft,  diftant  a 
mile  and  three  quarters.  The  meeting  houfe  is  without 
a  fteeple  ;  but  it  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  dwelling 
houfes  near  it  by  its  lituation,  which  is  between  two  fmall 
groves  of  locufts,  one  on  the  fouth,  and  one  on  the  north, 
that  on  the  fouth  being  three  times  as  long  as  the  other. 
About  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  hut,  weft  by  north, 
appear  the  top  and  arms  of  a  windmill.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Shaw  and  Elilha  Mayo,  Efq.  of  Eaftham  have  engaged  to 
infpecl:  this  building. 

The  fouthern  part  of  Naufet  beach,  moft  commonly 
called  Chatham  beach,  and  by  a  few  perfons  Potanuma- 
quut  beach,  begins  at  the  mouth  of  Naufet  harbour,  and 
extends  eight  or  nine  miles  fouth  to  the  mouth  of  Chat- 
ham harbour.  It  is  about  fifty  rods  wide.  A  regular, 
well  formed  ridge,  which  in  the  moft  elevated  part  of  it 
Is  forty  feet  high,  runs  the  whole  length  of  it  ;  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  fpots,  is  covered  with  beach  grafs. 
This  beach  forms  the  barrier  of  Chatham  harbour,  which 
from  Strong  iiland  north  receives  the  name  of  Pleafant 
bay.  A  mile  fouth  of  the  entrance  of  Naufet  harbour,  it 
joins  the  main  land  of  Orleans,  except  in  very  high  tides, 
when  the  fea  flows  from  the  north-eaftern  arm  of  Pleafant 
bay  into  the  harbour  of  Naufet,  completely  infulating  the 
beach.  By  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  mallow,  it 
may  be  fafeiy  forded  at  any  time  ;  but  ftrangers  muft  not 
venture  to  pafs  it,  when  covered  with  water,  as  below, 
the  channel  is  feven  feet  deep.  On  this  beach,  about  half 
way  between  the  entrances  of  Naufet  and  Chatham  har- 
bours, the  Truftees  have  erected  a  fourth  hut.  The  fpot 
felected  is  a  narrow  part  of  the  beach.  On  the  weft,  the 
water  adjoining  it  is  called  Bafs  Hole.  Salt  marfti  is  north 
and  fouth  of  it  next  the  beach,  but  is  here  interrupted. 

Orleans, 
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Orleans  meeting  houfe  lies  from  it  north-weft.  The  meet- 
ing houfe  is  without  a  fteeple,  and  is  not  feen  ;  but  it  is 
very  near  a  windmill  placed  on  an  elevated  ground,  a  con- 

fcuous  object  to  feamen  coming  on  the  coaft.  It  may 
neceffary  to  add  that  there  are  three  windmills  in 
Orleans  forming  a  femicircle,  that  the  mill  referred  to  is 
on  the  right  hand,  or  north-eaft  point,  and  that  the  mill 
in  the  middle  point  of  the  femicircle  Hands  on  ftiil  higher 
ground.  The  meeting  houfe  of  Chatham  is  fituated  from  it 
fouth  weft.  This  meeting  houfe  is  alfo  without  a  fteeple, 
and  is  concealed  by  Great  Hill,  a  noted  land  mark.  The 
hill  appears  with  two  fummits,  which  are  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  apart.  The  hut  lies  eaft  from  Sampfon's  ifland  in 
Pleafant  bay.  Timothy  Bafcom,  Efq.  of  Orleans  has  un- 
dertaken to  infped:  this  hut. 

Left  feaman  fhould  mifs   this  hut,  by  ftriking  to  the 
leeward  of  it,  the  Truftees  have  erected  another  on  the 
fame  beach.     It  ftands  a  mile  north  of  the  mouth  of  Chat- 
ham harbour,, eaft  of  the  meeting  houfe,  and  oppofite  the 
I  town. 

Another  fpot  on  the  fame  beach  would  be  a  proper  fitu- 

ation  for  a  hut.     It  is  north  of  the  fourth  hut,  and  eaft  of 

i  the   middle  of  Pochet  ifland.      The  higheft  part  of  the 

!  ridge  is  near  it,  fouth.     A  break  in  the  ridge,  over  which 

I  the  fea  appears  fometimes  to  have  flowed,  divides  this  high 

part  from  the  northern  portion  of  the  beach. 

On  the  beach  of  Cape  Malebarre,  or  the  Sandy  Point 
i  of  Chatham,  the  Truftees   have  built  a  fixth  hut.     This 
j  beach  ftretches  from  Chatham,  ten  miles  into  the  fea,  to- 
wards  Nantucket ;  and  is  from  a  quarter  to  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  in  breadth.     It  is  continually  gaining  fouth  : 
I  above  three  miles  have  been  added  to  it  during  the  paft 
I  fifty  years.     On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  beach  is  a  curve  in 
i  the  fhore,  called  Stewart's  Bend,  where  veffels  may  anchor 
j  with  fafety,  in  three  or  four  fathoms  of  water,  when  the 
j  wind  blows  from  north  to  fouth-weft.     North  of  the  Bend 
there  are  feveral  bars  and  flioals.     A  little  below  the  mid- 
dle of  the  beach,  on  the  weft  fide,  is  Wreck  Cove,  which 
is  navigable  for  boats  only.     The  hut  ftands  two  hundred 
yards  from  the  ocean,  fouth-eaft  from  the  entrance   of 
Wreck  Cove,  a  half  of  a  mile.    Between  the  mouth  of  the 
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Cove  and  hut,  is  Stewart's  Knoll,  an  elevated  part  of  the 
beach.  The  diftance  of  the  hut  from  the  commencement 
of  the  beach  is  fix  miles,  and  from  its '  termination  four. 
Great  Hill  in  Chatham  bears  north  by  weft,  diftant  fix 
miles  ;  and  the  fouth  end  of  Morris's  iiland,  which  is  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  beach,  north  by  eaft,  diftant  four  miles. 
Richard  Sears,  Efq.  of  Chatham  has  engaged  to  vifit  the 
two  laft  mentioned  huts. 

Two  miles  below  the  fixth  hut  is  a  fifliing  houfe,  built 
of  thatch,  in  the  form  of  a  wigwam.  It  ftands  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  beach,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  ocean.  An- 
nually  in  September  it  is  renewed  ;  and  generally  remains 
in  tolerable  prefervation  during  the  winter. 

Another  fpot,  a  few  rods  from  the  fea,  four  miles  fouth 
from  the  commencement  of  the  beach,  and  a  half  of  a  mile 
north  of  the  head  of  Wreck  Cove,  would  be  a  proper  fitu- 
ation  for  a  hut.  A  little  fouth  of  this  fpot,  in  ftorms  and 
very  high  tides,  the  fea  breaks  over  from  the  ocean  into 
Wreck  Cove. 

Cape  Malebarre  beach  may  be  diftinguiflied  from  the  two 
beaches  before  defcribed,  not  only  by  its  greater  breadth, 
but  alfo  by  its  being  of  a  lefs  regular  form.  It  is  not  fo 
well  covered  with  grafs  as  Chatham  beach.  From  Stew- 
art's Knoll,  fouth,  to  the  extremity,  it  is  loweft  in  the  mid- 
dle. In  this  valley,  and  in  other  low  places,  frefh  water 
may  be  obtained  by  digging  two  feet  into  the  fand.  The 
fame  thing  is  true  of  Naufet  and  Chatham  beaches. 

The  fix  huts,  the  fituation  of  which  has  thus  been  point- 
ed out,  are  all  of  one  fize  and  ihape.  Each  hut  ftands  on 
piles,  is  eight  feet  long,  eight  feet  wide,  and  feven  feet 
high  ;  a  Hiding  door  is  on  the  fouth,  a  Hiding  mutter  on 
the  weft,  and  a  pole,  rifing  fifteen  feet  above  the  top  of  the 
building,  on  the  eaft.  Within,  it  is  fupplied  either  with 
ftraw  or  hay  ;  and  is  farther  accommodated  with  a  bench. 

The  whole  of  the  coaft,  from  Cape  Cod  to  Cape  Male- 
barre, is  fandy,  and  free  from  rocks.  Along  the  fhore,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  half  of  a  mile,  is  a  bar  ;  which  is  called 
the  Outer  Bar,  becaufe  there  are  fmalier  bars  within  it,  per- 
petually varying.  This  outer  bar  is  feparated  into  many 
parts  by  guzzles,  or  fmall  channels.  It  extends  to  Chat- 
ham ;  and  as  it  proceeds  fouthward,  gradually  approaches 

the 
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the  fliore  and  grows  more  mallow.  Its  general  depth  at 
high  water  is  two  fathoms,  and  three  fathoms  over  the 
guzzles  ;  and  its  leaft  diftance  from  the  fhore  is  about  a 
furlong.  Off  the  mouth  of  Chatham  harbour  there  are 
bars  which  reach  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ;  and  off  the  en- 
trance of  Naufet  harbour  the  bars  extend  a  half  of  a  mile. 
Large,  heavy  {hips  ftrike  on  the  outer  bar,  even  at  high 
water  ;  and  their  fragments  only  reach  the  ihore.  But 
fmaller  veffels  pafs  over  it  at  full  fea  ;  and  when  they 
touch  at  low  water,  they  beat  over  it,  as  the  tide  rifes,  and 
foon  come  to  the  land.  If  a  veffel  be  caff  away  at  low  wa- 
ter, it  ought  to  be  left  with  as  much  expedition  as  poflible  ; 
becaufe  the  fury  of  the  waves  is  then  checked,  in  fome 
meafure,  by  the  bar  ;  and  becaufe  the  veffel  is  generally 
broken  to  pieces  with  the  riling  flood.  But  feamen,  fhip- 
wrecked  at  full  fea,  ought  to  remain  on  board  till  near  low 
water  5  for  the  veffel  does  not  then  break  to  pieces  ;  and 
by  attempting  to  reach  the  land  before  the  tide  ebbs  away, 
they  are  in  great  danger  of  being  drowned.  On  this  fub- 
jecl:  there  is  one  opinion  only  among  judicious  mariners. 
It  may  be  neceffary  however  to  remind  them  of  a  truth, 
of  which  they  have  full  conviction,  but  which,  amidft  the 
agitation  and  terrour  of  a  ftorm,  they  too  frequently  forget. 

r.  j. 

Description  of  Sandwich,  in  the  County  of  Barn- 
stable.    1802.     By  Wendell  Davis,  Esquire. 

SANDWICH  is  a  poft  town,  fituate  on  the  wefterly 
part  of  Cape  Cod.  The  original  grant  of  the  town- 
fhip  was  from  the  Old  Colony  of  Plymouth,  in  the  year 
1639. 

The  court  of  aflfftants  having  affembled  at  Plymouth 
in  the  year  1685,  and  it  being  then  reprefented  to  faid 
court,  that  Mr.  William  Bradford  and  his  affociates  had 
previoufly  granted  liberty  to  Mr.  Edmund  Freeman,  Hen- 
ry Feak,  Thomas  Dexter,  and  others,  to  eflablifli  a  planta- 
tion, iince  called  Sandwich,  in  this  government,  the  fame 
grant  was  then  confirmed,  under  the  fignature  of  Govern- 
our  Hinckley,  to  the  above-named  grantees,  their  heirs 
and  affigns  forever. 

The 
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The  boundaries  of  the  townfhip  are  defcribed  in  that 
inftrument  in  the  following  manner  :  "  Beginning,  weft* 
erly,  by  the  dividing  line  between  the  town  of  Plymouth 
and  the  faid  town  of  Sandwich,  and  on  the  eaft  by  the  line 
which  divides  the  town  laft  mentioned  from  the  town  of 
Barnftable,  which  runs  north-eafi  to  the  fea  ;  and  fouth- 
weft  into  the  woods  ;  and  is  bounded  northerly  by  the 
fea  ;  foutherly  partly  by  the  dividing  line  between  them 
and  Suckanuflett  and  partly  by  the  Indians'  land,  accord- 
ing to  the  known  and  accuftomed  boundaries.''  It  ap- 
pears that  the  perfons,  employed  in  running  thefe  lines, 
were  Capt.  Miles  Standifh  and  Mr.  John  Alden^  characters 
well  known  in  the  early  hiilory  of  this  country. 

The  quality  of  the  foil  in  the  extreme  parts  of  this 
townfhip  is  generally  light  and  unproductive ;  yielding 
however  a  large  quantity  of  pine  wood,  interfperfed  with 
oak,  which  of  late  years  have  affumed  confiderable  value 
from  the  growing  fcarcity  of  that  article  in  other  towns 
diftant,  where  it  frequently  is  vended.  One  of  the  fir  it 
natural  advantages  of  this  townfhip  confifts  in  the  exten- 
five  tracts  of  wood  land,  which  are  found  within  its  limits* 

The  traveller  on  the  publick  road  from  Plymouth  to 
Sandwich  Would  probably  be  often  induced,  from  the  fan* 
dy  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  unfettled  ftate  of  the 
country,  to  anticipate  with  fome  folicitude  the  clofe  of 
his  pilgrimage.  To  thofe,  however,  who  love  to  cherifh 
the  remembrance  of  "  the  days  of  old,"  the  view  of  the 
facrifice  rocks  in  his  way,  which  the  untutored  Indian,  in 
compliance  with  a  religious  ufage,  has  covered  with  pine 
knots  and  broken  pieces  of  wood,  may  afford  fome  relief 
to  beguile  the  folitude  of  his  ride.  Clam-Pudding  Pond^ 
another  object  of  attention  to  the  antiquarian  traveller, 
will  alfo  prefent  itfelf  to  his  view,  where  our  anceftors,  in 
travelling  from  the  Cape  to  Plymouth,  ufed  to  fit  and 
regale  themfelves  with  clams  and  pudding,  the  ftaple 
dimes  of  thofe  primitive  times.  After  riding  through  a 
body  of  wood,  twelve  miles  in  extent,  interfperfed  with 
but  few  houfes,  the  fettlement  of  Sandwich  appears  with  a 
more  agreeable  effect  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller. 

The  firft  group  of  houfes,  after  leaving  the  woods,  is 
called  after  the  Indian  name  of  Scujfett  j    and  the  brook 

through 


1 


Defcription  of  Sandwich.  lit 

through  which  the  traveller  muft  pafs,in  going  through  Scuf- 
fett,  is  in  the  courfe  of  the  long  contemplated  canal  acrofs  the 
ifthmus  of  Cape  Cod.  The  quality  of  the  foil  upon  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  road,  extending  to  Barnftable  line,  is  good, 
well  cultivated,  and  productive.  On  the  weft  fide,  it  is 
far  lefs  fo. 

About  three  miles  from  Scujfett  is  the  village  of  Sand- 
wich. It  is  embellifhed  with  a  large  and  beautiful  pond  of 
water  in  its  centre,  and  a  fail  of  water,  on  which  are  fitu- 
ated  a  grift-mill  and  fulling-mill  that  are  fupplied  from  an. 
inexhauftible  fountain*  This  ftream  fiiapes  its  courfe  to 
the  fea,  fertilizing  the  lands  and  meadows  through  which 
it  pafles.  Round  this  pond  ftand  the  principal  houfes  of 
the  village,  together  with  a  number  of  fhops  for  the  dif- 
ferent mechanick  arts^  The  meeting  houfe  of  the  firft 
precinct  and  a  handfome  academy  occupy  two  neighbour- 
ing eminences.  There  are  two  publick  inns  in  this  village, 
which  are  excelled  by  few,  if  any,  in  the  State. 

Proceeding  further  eaftward,  the  next  group  of  houfes 
is  at  a  place  called  Spring  Hill*  Here  is  fituated  the  meet- 
ing houfe  of  the  Friends,  who  conftitute  a  confiderably 
numerous  and  refpectable  clafs  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  employment  of  the  people  on  this  fliore  is  both 
maritime  and  agricultural.  The  town  in  its  general  char- 
acter is  more  agricultural,  however,  than  otherwife,  and 
more  fo  than  any  other  in  the  county.  The  inhabitants 
in  general  are  fubftantial  livers.  From  their  vicinity  to 
the  fea,  they  are  enabled  to  draw  a  confiderable  portion  of 
their  fubfiftence  from  its  'bofom.  They  generally  occupy 
fmall  farms,  and  till  them  to  the  bed  advantage,  and  with 
far  lefs  labour  than  a  ftubborn  foil  would  require.  AH 
forts  of  grain  are  raifed  with  facility,  and  on  fpots  of 
ground  apparently  the  moft  unpromiftng  to  the  eye  of  the 
huibandman  ;  refulting  perhaps  from  the  contiguity  of 
the  foil  to  the  humid  atmofphere  of  the  fea.  The  great 
extent  and  excellence  of  the  meadows  and  marines  in  this 
place  is  a  great  fource  of  wealth  and  improving  husbandry* 
By  means  of  them,  they  are  enabled  to  keep  large  flocks 
of  cattle  in  the  winter,  and  food  for  their  fubfiftence 
through  the  remainder  of  the  year*,  if  neceffary.  It  is 
computed  that  about  one  hundred  loads  of  fait  hay  are 
R         rpv.  viii.]  annually 
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annually  fold,  to  fupply  the  wants  of  neighbouring  towns 
to  the  wefcward  of  Sandwich.  The  townfhip  is  excellent 
for  the  raifmg  of  fheep  of  the  beft  kind,  which  run  at 
large  in  the  forefts  and  plains.  They  average  in  the 
month  of  October,  when  they  are  fold  to  the  drovers  from 
the  northward  and  weftward,  about  one  dollar  and  up- 
wards per  head.  The  meat  is  greatly  preferred  by  con- 
noiifeurs. 

The  townfhip  abounds  in  ponds  akd  brooks.  At  the 
places  called  Snake  Pond,  and  Hog  Pond,  in  the  fouth-wef- 
terly  part  of  the  town,  better  known  by  the  popular  name 
of  the  Woods >  are  fever al  fmall  fettlements  of  houfes,  and  a 
few  valuable  farms. 

Pocajfett  is  an  Indian  name  for  the  fecond  parifh  in  Sand- 
wich.  This  precinct  is  fituated  on  Buzzard's  bay,  and 
contains  a  meeting  houfe  for  publick  worfhip,  with  a  fmall 
number  of  families*  They  have  had  but  one  fettled  min- 
ifter,  fince  their  eftablifhment  as  a  precincl:.  It  is  now  va- 
cant. Here,  the  oyfter  beds  are  found  in  fuch  excellence 
and  plenty.  Wild  deer  are  often  taken  in  the  woods  of 
Pocaffett  and  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Of  late, 
they  have  much  increafed,  and  a  recent  law  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, forbidding  the.  killing  of  them  but  within  x 
certain  period  of  the  year,  and  in  a  regulated  manner,  will 
tend  greatly  to  augment  their  number^ 

A  little  t<y  the  northward  and  eaflward  of  Pocaffett  is  £ 
place  called  Monumet  after  the  Indian  appellation.  Thefe 
aboriginal  names-  probably  derived  their  origin  from  the 
circumflance,  that  the  feveral  places  which  they  reprefent 
were  once  favourite  reforts  of  the  fachems  and  natives  of 
this  country,  Monumet,  the  laft  mentioned  place,  contains 
a  fmall  collection  of  houfes  and  a  publick  meeting  houfe. 
The  clergyman  of  the  ii-rft  precincl:  officiates  therein  one 
fixth  part  of  the  time,  as  it  forms  a  part  of  his  precincl.  In 
Buzzard's  and  Buttermilk  bays  and  alfo  in  Monumet  river 
are  found  fifh  of  various  kinds  :  fuch  as  bafs,  fheep's  head? 
tau  tauer,  &c. 

The  projected  canal,  if  it  ever  mould  be  accomplished, 
will  open  alrnoft  a  new  creation  to  this  part  of  the  town. 
Where  now  are  feen  a  few  fcattered  dwellings,  hundreds 
would  then  appear.     Employment  to  large  numbers  of  the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants  would  be  rapidly  furnifhed.  Real  property 
fituated  on  its  borders  would  be  greatly  enhanced  in  vajue. 
Conftant  markets  and  an  eafy  tranfportation  of  wood, 
which  is  the  ftaple  article  of  buiinefs,  would  be  obtained. 
.  Ware  houfes  would  probably  foon  be  erected  on  its 
banks  ;  and  a  trade  between  the  fouthern  and  northern 
States  facilitated,  calculated  to  confer  immenfe  advantages 
on  the  vicinity  of  fuch  a  channel  of  communication.  If5 
from  this  partial  and  local  consideration  of  the  fubject,  we 
extend  our  thoughts  to  the  aggregate  of  national  bleffings, 
which  would  attend  its  execution,  both  as  it  r-dpects  the 
prefervation  of  life  and  property,  our  ideas  of  its  impor- 
tance and  utility  would  become  infinitely  enhanced.  There 
have  been  repeated  furveys  of  the  ground  through  which 
the  propofed  canal  would  probably  pafs,  under  the  imme- 
diate eye  of  publick  committees  for  that  purpofe.  The 
documents  accompanying  their  reports  will  be  far  more 
correct  data,  on  which  to  found  an  enlightened  opinion 
relative  to  the  practicability  of  this  enterprife,  than  any 
information  within  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  of  this 
paper.  A  more  recent  furvey  however,  which  was  promp- 
ted by  the  reward  of  private  benefaction,  has  been  made 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Bachellor,  a  man  of  reputed 
knowledge  and  experience  in  works  of  this  nature,  which 
impreffed  the  mind  of  the  undertaker  with  a  favourable 
idea  of  its  practicability  and  fuccefs.  At  the  time  the  laft 
furvey  was  taken,  the  proprietors  of  land  generally  came 
forward  and  expreffed  their  difpofitions  to  give  them  to 
the  publick  towards  accomplishing  fo  important  an  object. 
There  are  fever al  inlets  in  the  town,  which  form  fafe, 
and  in  fome  inftances,  commodious  harbours,  viz.  at  Po- 
caffett,  Monumet,  Scuffett,  Spring  Hill,  and  the  Town  Har- 
bour, fo  called,  The  Town  Harbour  is  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  below  the  meeting  houfe  of  the  firft  precinct.  It  is 
a  fmall  and  irregular  inlet,  capable  of  receiving  only  veffels 
of  fmall  tonnage.  Thefe  veffels  are  principally  employed 
in  the  coafting  buiinefs  to  Bofton  and  the  eaftern  more* 
Wood  is  the  principal  article  of  tranfportation.  The  fifhe- 
ries  have  been  repeatedly  attempted,  but  never  with  gen- 
eral fuccefs.  This  line  of  bufinefs  has  always  been  profe- 
cuted  with  more  advantage  in  the  eaftern  than  in  the 

weftera 
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weftern  part  of  the  county.     About  thirty  fail  of  veffels 
conftitute  the  whole  navigation  of  the  place. 

Some  of  the  enterprifmg  inhabitants  have  of  late  turned 
their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  fait  by  the  rays  of 
the  fun  pn  the  lands  near  the  fea  Ihore.  It  has  been  efti- 
mated  that  a  capital  of  above  a  hundred  and  thirty  thou* 
fand  dollars  is  already  veiled  in  this  kind  of  property  in 
the  feveral  towns  within  the  county  of  Barnftable.  Several 
patents  for  improved  modes  of  building  the  works  have 
been  obtained  by  ingenious  individuals  on  the  Gape.  The 
net  profits  upon  this  manufacture  of  fait  is  by  general 
eflimation  twenty-five  per  cent  upon  the  capital  employed. 
When  the  fuccefs,  with  the  fecurity  and  permanency  of 
this  fpecies  of  property  is  confidered,  together  with  the 
handfome  income  it  will  always  probably  yield  from  the 
extenfive  demand  of  this  important  article,  we  may  rea- 
ibnably  expect  that  this  branch  of  buiinefs  will  become  an 
increafing  fource  of  opulence  to  this  portion  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  fait  is  remarkably  pure  and  white,  and 
the  Glauber  falts  are  recommended  as  of  the  beft  quality. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  landholders  in  the 
county  have  not  beftowed  more  attention  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  trees'.  Befide  the  beauty  and  worth  they  confer 
on  any  country,  they  would  be  of  lingular  advantage  to 
this  Cape,  by  defending  the  foil  from  the  inroads  of  driv- 
ing wind  and  fands.  More  trees  are  however  to  be  found 
in  Sandwich  than  in  other  parts  of  the  county.  Some 
orchards  fucceed  here  extremely  well.  One  cider  prefs 
in  Sandwich  is  the  only  one  known  to  the  writer  on  this 
Cape.  From  the  peculiarity  of  our  local  fituation,  the 
fruit  trees  are  always  expofed  in  the  fpring  to  rude  and 
fevere  blafts.  By  giving  the  orchards  a  more  northern  or 
eaftern  afpect,  and  retarding  the  early  bloffoming  of  the 
trees,  the  prefervation  of  fruit  from  thefe  untimely  blafts 
would  probably  be  greatly  prevented. 

By  the  late  cenfus,  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
flood  at  two  thoufand  and  twenty-four  fouls  ;  houfes,  at 
two  hundred  and  ninety-fix.  The  town  may  be  confidered 
as  favourable  to  longevity. — The  table  of  mortality  annex- 
ed to  this  defcrintion  will  confirm  this  obfervation. 

The 
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The  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  this  place  cannot  be  fully  giv- 
en for  want  of  church  memoranda.  The  records  of  the 
Firft  Congregational  Church,  previous  to  the  ordination  of 
the  Rev.  Roland  Cotton,  are  loft.  He  was  ordained  No- 
vember 28,  1694,  and  died  March  18,  1721-2,  O.  S.  The 
Rev.  Benjamin  Feffenden  was  ordained  September  12, 
1722,  and  died  in  the  miniftry  Auguft  8,  1746-  Rev. 
Abraham  Williams  was  ordaiied  June  14,  1749,  and  died 
in  the  miniftry  Auguft,  1784.  Rev.  Jonathan  Burr,  the 
prefent  paftor,  was  ordained  April  18,  1787, 

The  inhabitants  of  Sandwich  generally  manifeft  a  fond 

and  fteady  adherence  to  the  manners*  employments,  and 

modes  of  living,  which  characterized  their  fathers  ;    a  re- 

femblance,  which  at  this  day,  will  conftitute  no  impeach- 

|   ment  of  either  their  virtue  or  tafte. 

Bill  of  mortality  for  the  Firft  Congregational  Society  in 
Sandwich,  from  January  1,  1790,  to  January  1,  1800. 

Tears.  Number  of  Deaths. 

1790  -  24 

1791  -    »    -    -    19 

1792  -  12 

1793  -    -    -    -   22 

1794  -    *    -         20 

1795  -    -    -    -    19 

1796  ...    -     39 

1797  13 

1798  >     *•     -     -   6 

1799  -   -   -   -   *  10 

Total  number  of  deaths  in  10  years,    184 


The  average  number  of  deaths  in  a  year,  is  1 8,^-. 

_  Suppofing  the  number  of  fouls  to  be  1500,  the  propor* 
tion  of  deaths  is  as  1  to  81  ~. 
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Of  the  above  number,  31  died  before  the  end  of  the  firft 
year.  18  between  1  and  5  years. 


9 

5  and  10 

15 

10  and  20 

34 

20  and  30 

*3 

30  and  40 

16 

40  and  50 

12 

50  and  60 

16 

60  and  70 

14 

70  and  80 

JO 

80  and  90 

6 

90  and  100 

J  84 

- 

Farther  dedu&ions. 
From  the  above,  it  appears  that  the  proportion  of  thofe 

who  live  90  years  and  upwards  is  nearly  as  1  to  30 

80  1  to  11 

70  1  to  6 

60  precifely  1  to  4 

So  1  to  3 

40  I    tO  2-f- 

30  I    tO  2-f4 

20  1    tO  2-^rr 
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Coniiderably  more  than  one  half  of  the  above  one  hun* 
dred  and  eighty-four  lived  between  10  and  20  years.    . 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  Sandwich  at  four  different  periods. 

In  1764  1449  inhabitants  (including  73  Indians) 

1776  1912 

1790  1 99 1 

x8oo  2024 


Not* 
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Note   on   Falmouth,  in  the    County  of  Barnsta- 
ble.    September,  1802. 

FALMOUTH  k  fituated  in  latitude  4i°-33'.  N.  and 
longitude  fo%$jf'i  W.  from  Greenwich.  It  is  bound- 
ed on  the  north,  by  Sandwich  5  on  the  eaft,  by  Malhpee, 
from  which  it  is  feparated  in  part  by  Waquoit  bay ;  on 
the  fouth,  by  Vineyard  found  ;  and  on  the  weft,  by 
Buzzard's  bay.  The  length,  north  and  fouth,  is  ten 
miles  ;  and  the  breadth,  eaft  and  weft,  fix.  The  diftance 
of  the  principal  meeting  houfe  from  Bofton  is  feventy- 
eight  miles. 

A  chain  of  hills,  which  is  continued  from  Sandwich^ 

runs  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  townfhip,  at  no  great  diftance 

from  Buzzard's  bay,  and  terminates  at  Woods'  hole.     The 

reft  of  the  iand  is  remarkably  level.     The  foil  is  thin,  but 

!  fuperiour  in  quality  to  the  light  lands  in  the  eaftern  part 

J  of  the  county.     It  produces  Indian  corn,  rye,  oats,  and  a 

fmall  quantity  of  wheat  and  barley.     More  Englifh  hay  is 

1  cut  here  than  in  any  other  townfhip  of  the  county.     The 

1  fait  marfhes,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  Barnftable  and 

I  Sandwich  are  not  extenfive.     They  yield,  however,  about 

five  hundred  tons  of  hay. 

A  foreft,  confifting  of  pitch  pines  and  a  few  oaks,  is 

fituated  between  the  villages  of  Falmouth  and  Sandwicho 

One  of  the  beft  roads  in  New  England,  it  being  hard, 

level,  and  free  from  ftones,  paffes  through  it.     A  fecond 

road  branches  from  this,  and  leads  through  Mafhpee  to 

Barnftable.     A  third  road  turns  off  from  the  fecond,  and 

goes  to  Waquoit  bay.     Thefe  roads,  though  not  as  good 

i  as  the  firft,  are  better  than  the  Cape  roads  in  general.     A 

1  fourth  road  which   is  rough  and  ftony  paffes  from  Fal- 

Ibftduth  to  Sandwich,  by  Pokeffet  meeting  houfe,  and  on 

lithe  weft  of  the  firft.    The  road  from  the  town  to  Woods* 

hole,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles,  is  alfo  bad. 

j     There  are  not  lefs  than  forty  ponds  in  the  townfhip^ 

I  Several  of  them  are  fituated  near  the  village  and  add  va~ 

jjriety  and  beauty  to  its  profpects. 

:      Falmouth   contains   between   two   and  three  hundred 

1  ^dwelling  houfes,  eight  mills,  one  of  which  is  a  fulling  rnihV 

Ii  "  and" 
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and  a  number  of  fliops  and  other  buildings.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  houfes  lie  in  one  ftreet  along  the  Sound,  are 
two  flories*  in  height,  large  and  well  built,  and  conftitute 
a  pleafant  village,  which  commands  a  fine  view  of  the 
water,  and  Martha's  Vineyard  beyond  it.  The  Congre- 
gational meeting  houfe>  a  new  and  neat  edifice,  ftands  in 
a  handfome  fquare  ;  and  near  it  is  a  mafon's  hall,  with 
an  apartment  under  it  for  an  academy.  Another  Congre- 
gational meeting  houfe  has  lately  been  erected  at  the  dis- 
tance of  five  miles  from  the  town,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  inhabitants  who  live  near  it.  There  is,  however, 
one  church  only,  and  one  minifter,  who  preaches  in  the 
latter  houfe  two  fundays  in  five.  The  Quakers  alfo  have 
a  meeting  houfe,  which  ftands  on  the  Pokefiet  road,  not 
far  from  Chapoquit  or  Hog  ifland  harbour. 

The  mouth  of  Waquoit  bay  is  very  narrow,  and  is 
choaked  with  fand  ;  fo  that  a  fmall  coafter,  loaded,  cannot 
enter  it.  Weft  of  this  bay  the  fhore  on  the  Sound  is  inter- 
fered by  feveral  fmall  rivers  and  fait  water  ponds  ;  but 
none  of  them  afford  a  harbour.  Woods'  hole,  which  is 
fituated  at  the  fouth-weftern  extremity  of  the  townfliip,  is 
an  excellent  harbour,  containing  from  three  to  fix  fathoms 
of  water.  It  is  not  large,  but  is  well  fheltered  by  points  oi 
land  and  NonnymeiTet  ifland.  On  the  weft  fide  of  th 
townlhip  are  feveral  fmall  inlets,  communicating  witr 
Buzzard's  bay. 

As  Woods'  hole  is  remote  from  the  village,  the  inhabi 
tants  complain  of  the  want  of  a  good  harbour  near  them 
It  is  in  their  power,  with  no  great  expenfe  and  labour,  t( 
obtain  what  they  wifli  :  for  at  the  diftance  of  not  mon 
than  two  or  three  hundred  rods,  weft  fouth  weft  from  th 
meeting  houfe,  is  a  pond,  a  third  of  a  mile  in  length,  anc 
fixty  fathoms  deep  :  the  neareft  part  of  this  pond  is  abou 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Sound  ;  and  if  a  communica 
tion  was  opened,  it  would  form  an  excellent  harbour. 

Falmouth  is  a  flourifhing  place.  The  inhabitants  owj 
about  fixty  veffels,  containing,  on  a  medium,  fifty-five  ton 

eaclii 

*  By  two  flories,  in  New  England,  are  meant  apartments  on  i 
ground  floor,  and  apartments  above  them.  A  houfe  of  this  defcripticl 
is,  in  fome  parts  of  the  world,  if  the  writer  miilakes  not,  ftyled  a  buil< 
ing  of  one  ftory  only. 
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\Cach.  Six  are  fifhing  veffels  ;  of  which  two  go  to  the 
Straits  of  Belle  Ifle  ;  and  four  catch  fifh  on  the  Shoals. 
'Hie  reft  are  coafters  :  upwards  of  thirty  of  them  follow 
the  bufinefs  of  carrying  lumber  ;  and  fail  to  the  Southern 
States  and  the  Weft-Indies. 

The  following  Table  exhibits  the  ftate  of  population  in 
Falmouth  at  four  different  periods. 

In  1764         1225  inhabitants  (including  62  Indians.) 
1776         1355 
1790         1637 
1800  1882.  r.  x» 


AJDescription  of  Dennis,  in  the  County  of  Barn- 
stable, September,  1802. 

DENNIS  is  fituated  in  latitude  410'.  45'.  N.  and  lon- 
,  gitude  70°.  08/.  W.  from  Greenwich.     It  extends 
acrofs  the  county,  having  Barnftable  bay  on  the  north, 
and  Vineyard  found  on  the  fouth.     It  is  bounded  on  the 
eaft  by  Harwich,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  Quivet 
Creek,  and  by  a  line  running  from  the  creek  fouth,  fix 
i  degrees  and  a  half  eaft,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-fix  chains 
(fifty  links  to  a  chain)  to  the  Sound.     On  the  weft  it  is 
ii  bounded  by  Yarmouth,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  Bafs 
I  river,  Kelley's  pond,  and  Follen's  pond,  communicating 
with  the  river,  and  by  various  lines  beginning  at  Pollen's 
i   pond,  and  terminating  in  a  creek,  called  Chafe  Garden 
1,  river,  which  runs  through   a  fait  marfh  into  Barnftable 
;J  bay.     The  length  of  the  townfhip,  from  north  to  fouth3 
ei  is  eleven  hundred  chains  :  the  breadth  on  the  north  fliore, 
J  from  eaft  to  weft,  a  thoufand  chains  ;    on  the  fouth  more, 
J  near  fix  hundred  ;    and  in  the  narrowed  part,  two  hun- 
i|  dred  and  fifty.     The  diftance  of  the  old  meeting  houfe 
from  Bofton  is  eighty  miles,  and  from  Barnftable  court 
houfe  eight. 

The  townfhip  is  naturally  divided  into  two  parts  by  a 
large  tract  of  wood,  which  is  chiefly  in  the,  centre*  This 
wood  confifts  of  a  little  white  oak,  of  fome  red  and  black 
oak,  but  principally  of  pitch  pine.  The  upper  road  to 
1  Harwich,  which  is  called  the  County  road,  paffes  through 
the  wood,  near  the  head'  of  Follen's  -pond,  where  it  com- 
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mands  a  pleafant  profped  of  part  of  Bafs  river,  and  the 
new  meeting  houfe  and  flourifhing  village  near  it.  Not 
far  from  this  pond,  eaft,  a  road  branches  off  to  Chatham, 
leading  through  the  fouth  precincl;  of  Harwich.  Thefe 
two  roads,  as  far  as  they  extend  through  Dennis,  are 
fandy  and  heavy  ;  but  they  are  not  fo  bad  as  that  which 
goes  through  the  north  part  of  the  townfhip. 

The  wood  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  range  of  hills, 
a  part  of  the  chain,  which  extends  from  Sandwich  to 
Pleafant  bay.  In  Dennis,  thefe  hills-  are  a  mile  from  the 
north  fhore  ;  and  on  their  fummits  there  is  a  profpect  of 
the  more  on  Barnftable  bay,  from  Cape  Cod  to  Monument 
Point  in  Plymouth,  a  compafs  of  feventy  or  eighty  miles, 
The  view  has  not  much  of  the  beautiful  in  it  ;  but  it 
communicates  a  ftrong  emotion  of  the  fublime.  North  of 
the  hills  the  land  is  uneven  ;  but  fouth  it  is  in  general  a 
plain.. 

A  half  of  a  mile  eaft  of  the  old  meeting  houfe,  the  rough 
hill  of  Scargo  extends  from  the  chain.  This  is  the  higheft 
land  in  the  county,  and  is  the  firft  which  is  made  by  fea- 
men  approaching  the  fouth  more. 

The  mouth  of  Chafe  Garden  river  is  called  Bafs  Hole, 
It  is  mallow  ;  but  it  affords  a  fmall  harbour,  in  which  fifli- 
ing  veffels  can  conveniently  be  laid  up  in  the  winter.  The 
largeft  body  of  fait  marih  in  the  townfliip  is  about  this 
creek. 

A  mile  north-eaft  of  the  old  meeting  houfe,  a  bend  in 
the  fhore  forms  a  cove,  which  is  denominated  the  Bite. 
On  the  weft  of  it  runs  a  point  of  rocks,  which  is  dry  at 
low  water,  but  the  greateft  part  of  which  is  covered  at 
high  water.  This  point  extends  a  quarter  of  a  mile  into 
the  bay,  north  ;  and  affords  a  fhelter  againft  north-weft 
winds.  A  pier  carried  out  to  the  eaft  of  the  Bite  would 
form  a  convenient  harbour.  As  however  the  banks  are 
continually  wafhing  away,  they  ought  to  be  fecured  by  a  ij 
fea-wall. 

Not  far  to  the  eaftward  of  this  place,  nature  has  afforded 
to  the  inhabitants  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  ftill  bet- 
ter harbour.  Crow's  or  Flax  pond  lies  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  bay.  It  covers  fixty  acres,  and  in  the  deepeft 
part  is  not  lefs  than  eleven  fathoms.    It  is  fuppofed  by 

many 
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many  that  a  canal  of  communication  might  eafily  be  cut 
from  this  pond  to  the  fea.  The  canal  would  run  near  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  the  Bite.  The  digging 
would  be  principally  through  a  fwamp  and  low  grounds  ; 
and  a  point  of  rocks,  which  lies  off  Suet  Neck,  and  which 
is  called  Suet  Neck  Point,  would  in  a  great  meafure  guard 
the  entrance  of  the  canal  againft  the  violence  of  north- 
eaft  ftorms. 

Suet  Neck  lies  between  the  bay  and  Suet  creek,  the 
courfe  of  which  is  eaft  and  north-eaft  to  its  mouth.  A- 
round  it  is  a  body  of  marfh.  The  fandy  flats,  which  lie 
in  front  of  Harwich?  Orleans,  Eaftham,  and  part  of  Well- 
fleet,  begin  at  Suet. 

Not  far  eaft  of  this  neck  is  that  of  Quivet,  which  is 
formed  by  the  bay  and  Quivet  creek.  The  courfe  of  the 
creek  is  north-eaft  to  its  entrance.  About  it  is  a  body  of 
fait  marfh  larger  than  that  on  Suet. 

As  the  high  land  comes  fo  near  the  north  fhore,  it  is 
evident  that  thefe  two  creeks  cannot  run  a  great  diftance. 
The  mouths  of  both  are  obftructed  by  bars,  on  which  are 
about  eight  feet  at  high  water,  common  tides.  They  af- 
ford however  fmall  harbours  for  fifliermen. 

Beiide  thefe  creeks  there  are  two  brooks  on  the  north 
fhore.  One  empties  into  Hockanom  creek  in  Yarmouth  : 
the  other  falls  into  Quivet  creek. 

The  moil  important  inlet  is  on  the  fouth  fhore.  This 
is  Bafs  river,  already  mentioned  as  the  boundary  between 
Dennis  and  Yarmouth.  The  length  of  this  river,  from 
Follen's  pond  to  the  fea,  is  four  miles.  Its  mouth  is  form- 
ed by  two  beaches,  terminating  in  points  ;  one  on  the  eaft, 
extending  from  the  entrance  of  Swan  pond  creek  a  mile 
and  a  half ;  another,  on  the  weft,  extending,  from  the  en- 
trance of  Parker's  river  in  Yarmouth,  a  mile.  From 
point  to  point  the  diftance  is  about  thirty-five  rods.— 
Within,  the  river  is  fomewhat  wider  for  two  miles,  where 
i  it  gradually  grows  narrow.  At  its  entrance  is  a  bar,  on 
which  are  five  feet  only,  at  high  water,  common  tides «> 
Veflels  therefore  muft  be  lightened,  before  they  can  come 
into  the  harbour.  Within,  the  river  is  ten  or  eleven  feet 
deep  at  high  water,  for  a  fhort  diftance.  On  the  infide  of 
the  firft  mentioned  beach,  within  the  limits  of  Dennis,  is  & 

body 
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body  of  fait  marfh.  Much  of  the  water,  which  flows  from 
the  fea,  panes  through  the  cuts  which  are  in  it  •>  and  thus 
the  channel  of  the  river  is  rendered  lefs  deep. 

Befide  Follen's  and  Kelley's  ponds,  which  have  already 
been  mentioned,  there  are  other  fait  water  ponds  commu- 
nicating with  Bafs  river  on  its  eaftern  fide,  covering  in  the 
whole  feventy  acres.  South  of  the  new  meeting  houfe,  on 
the  fame  fide  of  the  river,  is  Grand  cove,  the  extent  of 
which  is  alfo  feventy  acres.  Thefe  ponds  and  coves  are  of 
more  value  to  the  inhabitants  than  the  fame  quantity  of 
land,  as  they  are  filled  with  fifh,  and  their  mores  abound 
with  clams,  A  fmall  brook,  the  only  one  in  the  fouth 
part  of  Dennis,  ifliies  from  a  fwarnp,  and  empties  itfelf  in- 
to Bafs  river  on  its  eaftern  fide. 

On  the  weftern  fide,  Wear-mill  brook  rifes  in  Yarmouth, 
runs  eaft,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  Follen's  pond.  This 
brook,  the  v/hole  of  which  is  in  Yarmouth,  is  properly 
the  head  of  Bafs  river.  From  it,  it  is  fuppofed,  a  canal 
might  eafily  be  cut  into  Yarmouth  harbour,  the  interven* 
ing  land  being  low,  and  the  diftance  not  great.* 

A  mile,  eaft  fouth  eaft  from  the  mouth  of  Bafs  river,  be- 
gins a  bar,  called  Dog-fifh  bar,  wThich  extends  fix  miles 
weft  to  Point  Gammon  in  Yarmouth,  It  affords  to  vefiels 
which  lie  within  it  a  harbour,  called  Deep  hole.  From 
the  end  of  this  bar,  on  which  is  a  buoy,  the  courfe  into 
the  river  is  weft  north  weft.  Half  way  between  the  riv- 
er's mouth  and  the  end  of  the  bar  ftands  a  pier,  thirty- 
feven  feet  long,  and  thirty-one  broad,  on  which  is  a  ftore. 
There  is  good  anchorage  two  cables'  length  eaft  of  it,  in 
twelve  feet  at  low  water.  Common  tides  rife  here  four 
feet. 

Such  is  Bafs  river  :  The  harbour,  which  it  affords  might 
be  improved  by  art.  Mr.  Sylvanus  Crowell,  who  lives  on 
the  Yarmouth  fide,  and  who  alfo  built  the  pier,  has  en- 
deavoured to  confine  the  water  of  the  river  within  the 
main  channel,  and  to  prevent  it  from  flowing  through  the 
marfh  on  the  eaftern  fidt ;  but  his  laudable  attempts  have 
hitherto  failed  of  fuccefs.  Perfevering  labour  may  per- 
haps in  time  effefife  the  wifhed  for  objeel:. 

The 

#  See  Vol.  3,  p.  17.  of  Coll.  Hift.  Sec. 
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The  oftly  creek,  which  remains  to  be  fpoken  of,  is  Swan 
pond  creek,  the  head  of  which  is  Swan  pond,  covering  a 
a  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  On  this  creek  is  a  body  of 
fait  marfh.  Between  it  and  the  Sound  is  Crocker's  neck, 
in  the  fouth-eaftern  part  of  the  townfhip.  The  creek  is 
not  deep  ;  and  being  near  Bafs  river,  will  probably  never 
become  of  much  value. 

The  whole  of  the  ponds  in  Dennis,  including  others, 
which  are  not  of  fufficient  importance  to  be  particularly- 
mentioned,  cover  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres. 

Befide  thefe  ponds  there  is  a  number  of  fwamps,  five 
or  fix  of  which  have  cedar  in  them.  Several  of  thefe 
fwamps  are  capable  of  being  converted  into  good  land. 

The  belt,  land  in  Dennis  lies  on  the  bay,  in  and  near 
Qui  vet  and  Suet  necks,  and  in  Nobfcuffet,  north-weft  of 
the  old  meeting  houfe.  With  the  exception  of  thefe  and 
a  few  other  fmall  fpots,  the  foil  of  the  townfliip  is  light 
and  fandy. 

The  light  land  produces  not  lefs  than  eight,  and  with 
manure,  frequently  as  much  as  twenty  bufhels  of  Indian 
corn  on  an  acre  ;  and,  on  an  average,  eight  or  ten  bufhels 
of  rye.  The  good  land  in  the  north  part  of  the  townfhip 
yields,  with  manure,  about  thirty  bufhels  of  Indian  corn, 
but  rye  not  in  a  greater  quantity  than  the  light  land.  At 
prefent  very  little  wheat  is  raifed. 

Thirty  tons  only  of  Englifh  hay  are  cut  ;  but  the 
marines  afford  fufficient  fait  hay  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhab- 
itants. 

Sufficient  butter  is  made  for  fummer  ;  alfo  vegetables 
enough  for  the  fame  feafon  are  raifed  ;  but  both  butter  for 
winter  and  many  vegetables  are  imported.  More  onions 
however,  grow  than  are  confurned  by  the  inhabitants^ 
a  quantity  being  every  year  fent  to  market. 

There  are  feveral  fmall  orchards  of  apples,  moft  of  which 
have  lately  been  planted.  The  trees  do  not  attain  much 
height  ;  and  in  bleak  fituations  are  liable  to  decay  in  a 
few  years. 

A  trad  of  ground  not  larger  than  Dennis,  with  a  foil  fo 
unproductive,  would  in  an  inland  fituation,  be  capable  of 
fupporting  few  inhabitants.  But,  when  the  cenfus  was 
taken  in  1800,  there  were  found  on  it  fourteen  hundred 

fouls* 
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fouls.  A  great  number  of  thefe  perfons  derive  their  fub- 
fiftence  from  the  fea  ;  and  by  the  advantages  which  they 
enjoy,  and  their  induftry  in  improving  them,  are  enabled 
to  fupply  themfelves  with  all  the  neceffaries,  and  many  of 
the  pleasures  of  life. 

Thefe  inhabitants  occupy  a  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dwelling  houfes  ;  the  greateft  part  of  which  are  neat  and 
in  good  repair.  On  the  north  of  the  county  road  are 
eighty-eight  of  the  houfes,  thirty  of  which  are  two  ftories 
in  height.  They  are  divided  into  two  villages  by  Scargo 
hill. 

The  village  in  the  north-weft  quarter  of  the  townfhip, 
fituated  between  the  hill  and  Yarmouth,  is  called  Nob- 
fcuffet.*  It  confifts  of  fifty-two  dwelling  houfes  and  the 
old  meeting  houfe,  a  neat  and  convenient  building  with* 
out  a  fteeple.  Sumner's  Lodge  of  free  mafons,  inftituted 
the  laft  year,  have  juft  erected  near  the  meeting  houfe  a 
handfome  edifice,  forty  feet  by  twenty,  the  upper  apart* 
ment  of  which  is  a  well  finifhed  hall,  and  the  lower  apart- 
ment a  fchool  room.  Mafonry  in  this,  and  in  the  other 
towns  of  the  county  where  lodges  exift,  is  in  good  repute, 
the  brethren  being  in  general  refpeclable  both  for  their 
property  and  moral  characters.  There  are  alfo  two  wind- 
mills near  the  meeting  houfe  ;  five  more  mills  being  in 
other  quarters  of  the  townlhip.  Belonging  to  this  village 
are  five  fail  of  fifhermen  and  three  coafters,  from  thirty 
to  forty  tons.  The  lower  road  from  Yarmouth  to  Har- 
wich paffes  through  NobfcuiTet.  It  is  deep  and  heavy  ^ 
and  there  is  little  on  the  fides  of  it  to  pleafe  the  eye,  the 
land  appearing  barren,  and  the  wind  having  made  great 
ravages  on  the  hills  which  border  the  village. 

The  village  of  Suetf  is  fituated  between  Scargo  hill  and 
Harwich.  It  contains  thirty-fix  dwelling  houfes,  which 
Hand  on  Suet  and  Quivet  necks  and  the  land  adjacent  j 
and  belonging  to  it  are  five  fail  of  fifhermen.  When  com- 
pared with  NobfcufTet,  it  may  be  denominated  a  pleafant 
village  ;  but  in  comparifon  with  the  village  of  Sandwich, 
there  is  little  or  no  beauty  in  it.     It  is  a  flourifhing  place  ; 

and 

*  Or  Nobfquaflit     See  Vol.  i.  p.  197.  Coll.  Hift.  Soc. 
t  Or  Sefuet,     See  Vol.  1.  p.  232.  Coll.  Hift.  Soc. 
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and  what  contributes  principally  to  its  profperity  is  its 
numerous  and  valuable  fait  works. 

Within  the  courfe  of  the  paft  thirty  years  frequent 
attempts  have  been  made  to  manufacture  marine  fait  from 
fea  water.  During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  when 
this  neceffary  article  was  fcarce  and  dear,  it  was  fometimes 
produced,  particularly  in  the  county  of  Barnftable,  by 
boiling  the  fait  water.  But  the  fait  obtained  was  impure  ; 
and  as  the  operation  was  expenfive,  it  was  difcontinued 
at  the  peace.  Several  years  ago,  General  Palmer,  a  worthy 
and  enterprifing  gentleman,  undertook  to  make  fait  by 
the  fun  alone  in  the  marfhes  on  Bofton  neck,  where  the 
veftiges  of  his  works  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  But  as  they  were 
not  covered  from  the  rain,  the  attempt  proved  abortive* 
The  only  perfon  who  has  been  completely  fuccefsful  in 
obtaining  pure  marine  fait,  by  the  rays  of  the  fun  alone* 
without  the  aid  of  artificial  heat,  is  Capt.  John  Sears  of 
Suet. 

In  the  year  1776,  this  ingenious  feaman  conftructed  a 
vat  a  hundred  feet  long  and  ten  feet  wide.  Rafters  were 
fixed  over  it  ;  and  mutters  were  contrived  to  move  up 
and  down,  that  the  vat  might  be  covered,  when  it  rained* 
and  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the  fun  in  fair  weather.  By 
this  fimple  invention  the  rain  was  excluded,  the  water  in 
the  vat  was  gradually  exhaled  ;  and  at  length,  to  his 
inexpreilible  joy,  Capt.  Sears  perceived  the  fait  beginning 
to  chryftallize.  His  works  however  were  leaky  ;  and  he 
had  fuch  bad  fuccefs  in  his  operations  the  firft  year,  that 
he  was  able  to  obtain  no  more  than  eight  bufhels  of  fait, 
He  was  expofed  befides  to  the  ridicule  of  his  neighbours, 
who  fcofied  at  his  invention,  ftyling  it  Sears's  Folly. 

Capt.  Sears  perfevered.  The  fecond  year  the  works 
were  made  tight  -f  and  thirty  bufhels  of  fait  wrere  obtained, 
In  this  and  the  third  year  the  fait  water  was  poured  into 
the  vat  from  buckets  -7  a  tedious  and  painful  operation. 

In  the  fourth  year  a  pump  was  introduced :  it  was 
worked  by  hand,  which  was  ftill  great  labour.  This* 
method  of  conveying  the  fait  water  into  the  vat  contin- 
ued to  be  pra&ifed  till  the  year  1785,  when  at  the  fuggef- 
tion  of  Major  Nathaniel  Freeman  of  Harwich,  who  had 
feen  at  a  diftance  a  fimilar.  conftruction,  Capt.  Sears  con- 
trived 
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trived  a  pump  to  be  worked  by  the  wind*     By  this  lucky 
invention  the  labour  was  greatly  abridged. 

Covers  to  move  on  fhives,  that  is,  rollers  or  fmall  wheels, 
fuch  as  are  contained  in  the  blocks  of  fhips,  were  invented 
by  Mr.  Reuben  Sears,  a  carpenter  of  Harwich,  in  1793. 
Thefe  covers  are  fhaped  like  the  roof  of  a  barn,  or  what 
is  commonly  flyled  a  gable  roo£  The  fhive,  which  is 
placed  under  the  cover,  rolls  over  a  narrow  piece  of  plank 
fixed  acrofs  the  vat  ;  and  the  motion  is  farther  facilitated 
by  fhives  moving  on  each  fide  of  the  fame  flip  of  plank 
horizontally,  the  firft  mentioned  fhive  moving  perpendic- 
ularly. When  the  cover  is  drawn  off,  which  can  be  done 
without  a  great  exertion  of  ftrength,  it  refts  on  a  frame 
placed  by  the  fide  of  the  vat. 

In  1798,  Mr.  Hattil  Kelley  of  Dennis  contrived  another 
mode  of  conftructing  the  vats  and  moving  the  covers*  By 
Mr.  Sears  they  are  placed  in  a  firing,  or  direcl  line  ;  but 
by  Mr.  Kelley  they  are  placed  like  the  fquares  of  a  chefs- 
board.  Two  black  fquares  will  reprefent  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond  vats.  At  the  point  where  their  angles  touch  is  fixed 
a  crane,  confifting  of  a  perpendicular  beam,  fupporting  a 
horizontal  beam.  From  each  half  of  the  laft  beam  is  fuf- 
pended  a  cover,  fhaped  like  a  hipped  roof,  that  is,  a  roof 
compofed  of  four  triangles,  rifing  from  each  of  the  four 
fides,  and  meeting  in  a  point  at  the  top.  The  third  vat 
will  be  reprefented  by  the  white  fquare,  which  is  in  a  line 
with  the  fecond  black  fquare  of  the  chefs-board  :  and  the 
fourth  vat,  by  the  white  fquare,  the  angle  of  which  touches 
it.  At  this  point  is  fixed  a  fecond  crane  ;  and  fo  the  vats 
and  cranes  are  continued  to  any  extent  the  proprietor 
choofes.  By  thefe  cranes  the  covers  are  moved  with  great 
eafe.  It  is  a  fubject  of  difpute,  which  is  the  beft  invention, 
Sears's  or  Kelley's  :    experience  only  can  decide  the  point. 

Capt.  Sears  was  greatly  aflifted  in  the  invention  and  im- 
provement of  the  works  by  Capt.  William  Crowell,  Capt. 
Chriftopher  Crowell,  and  Capt.  Edward  Sears  of  Dennis. 
Thefe  perfons  refigning  to  him  their  right  and  title  to  the 
invention,  he  applied  to  the  national  government  for  a  pa- 
tent, which  he  obtained  in  1799. 

Such  is  the  account  which  Capt.  Sears  himfelf  gives.     It  j 
is  now  alleged  by  feveral  perfons,  that  he  has  not  made  a 

new 
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new  difcovery  ;  and  consequently  has  no  right  to  a  pa- 
tent. But  whatever  may  be  thought  of  Capt.  Sears's 
merit  as  an  inventor,  there  can  be  no  difpute  that  he  is  en- 
titled to  applaufe  for  firft  introducing  an  important  manu- 
facture, by  which  he  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  village  in  which  he  refides,  and  to  that  of  the 
county  at  large  ;  and  which  will  probably  in  the  event  be 
productive  of  lafting  advantages  to  MaffachuSetts^  and  to 
the  United  States  in  general. 

The  fait  works  in  their  prefent  ftate  may  be  briefly  de- 
scribed as  follows.  The  bottom  of  the  vats  is  conftrucled 
of  boards  ;  and  the  fides  of  plank  ;  and  they  reft  on 
frames,  which  are  Supported  by  fmall  piles.  Thefe  vats 
are  divided  into  three  or  four  rooms,  the  Second  falling 
three  or  four  inches  below  the  iirft,  and  the  third  as  much 
below  the  Second,  and  So  on.  A  pipe,  which  runs  under 
ground,  and  which  communicates  with  the  Sea,  conveys 
the  Salt  water  into  a  well  about  four  feet  deep*  In  this 
well  is  fixed  a  pump,  which  is  connected,  by  means  of  a 
Spout,  with  the  firft  vat,  called  the  water  room.  In  this 
vat,  which  is  longer  than  any  of  the  others,  much  filth  is 
depofited.  After  a  proper  time  the  water  is  drawn  off  into 
the  fecond  vat,  called  the  pickle  room3  in  which  calcareous 
matter,  or  lime,  is  depofited.  If  there  are  four  vats,  the 
third  is  named  the  lime  room.  In  triis  vat,  or  in  the  Se- 
cond, when  there  are  no  more  than  three,  a  pellicle  of  fait 
begins  to  gather  on  the  Surface  of  the  water,  lime  is  plenti- 
fully depofited,  and  the  pickle  is  drawn  off  into  the  laft  vat, 
called  the  fait  room,  in  which  only  the  cryftals  are  permit- 
ted to  be  formed.*  The  vats  are  nine  or  ten  inches  deep. 
In  dry  weather,  during  the  Summer,  with  a  north  wind, 
the  evaporation  is  a  third  of  an  inch  in  a  day.  The  Salt 
produced  reSembles  Lifbon  Salt,  but  is  purer,  is  ftrong,  and 
free  from  lime.  The  mean  weight  of  a  bufhel  of  it  is 
eighty  pounds. 

During 


*  It  was  the  writer's  intention  to  have  given  a  more  minute  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  fait  works  ;  but  discovering  that  Dr.  James  Thatcher  of 
Plymouth  had  anticipated  him,  in  a  paper  preferred  to  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  he  with  pleafure  foregoes  the  tafk,  re- 
ferring the  reader,  who  wifhes  to  obtain  complete  information,  to  the 
valuable  memoir  of  that  gentleman. 
T  {Vol  viii.] 
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During  the  winter  the  Glauber  fait,  faid  to  be  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality,  cryftallizes.  No  great  quantity  of  Epfom 
fait  and  magnefia  has  yet  been  produced.  The  Rev.  Mr, 
Briggs  of  Chatham,  an  induftrious  and  ingenious  chemift, 
has  however  fucceeded  in  obtaining  both  ;  and  though  his 
magnefia  is  not  perfectly  white,  his  Epfom  fait  appears  to 
be  incapable  of  improvement. 

As  the  vat  firft  conftructed  by  Capt.  Sears  was  ten  feet 
wide,  in  eftimating  the  dimenfidns  of  fait  works,  it  has  be- 
come cuftomary  to  adopt  the  language  which  was  then 
introduced.  A  foot  therefore  intends  ten  fquare  feet. 
Three  hundred  fuch  feet  are  calculated  to  produce  a  hun- 
dred bulhels  of  marine  fait,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  of  Glauber  fait,  in  a  year.  The  coil  of  a  foot, 
three  years  ago,  was  a  dollar  ;  but  it  will  amount  at  pre- 
lent  to  as  much  as  a  hundred  and  twenty,  or  even  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  cents.  The  marine  fait  is  worth  feventy- 
five  cents  a  bulhel,  and  the  Glauber  fait  one  fixteenth  of  a 
dollar  a  pound.  The  value  of  the  Epfom  fait  and  magnefia 
is  not  eftimated,  as  the  quantity  which  may  be  obtained  is 
unknown.  From  thefe  data  and  the  following  table,  the 
great  importance  of  this  new  manufacture  to  the  county  of 
Barnftable  will  appear. 


In 


No. 

of  works. 

No.  offeeU 

Suet           are 

24         containing 

19,500 

NobfcufTet 

23 

14,300 

Yarmouth 

4 

16,630 

Barnftable 

14 

11,717 

Sandwich 

4 

2,702 

Falmouth 

4 

1,900 

Harwich 

21 

18,600 

Chatham 

6 

11,500 

Orleans 

11 

3,080 

Eaftham 

12 

9,100 

Wellfleet 

2 

180 

Truro 

1 

700 

Provincetown 

10 

136 

11,404 

Total 

121,313 

Calculated 
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Calculated  to  manufacture  in  a  year  forty  thoufand,  four 
hundred,  and  thirty-eight  bufhels  of  marine  fait  ;  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and  fixty- 
nine  pounds  of  Glauber  fait  ;  worth,  in  the  whole,  forty- 
one  thoufand,  feven  hundred  dollars. 

In  the  enfuing  year,  will  be  erected,  in  the  county  of 
Barnftable,  twenty  thoufand,  five  hundred  and  feventy- 
eight  feet  of  additional  works.  Thefe  are  all  intended  ; 
and  for  many  of  them  contracts  are  actually  made.  What 
additions  there  will  be  in  future  years,  it  is  impoffible  to 
forefee  ;  but  they  will  undoubtedly  be  great.  Without 
the  limits  of  the  county  of  Barnftable,  the  manufacture  is 
already  eftabliflied  in  Martha's  Vineyard,  Nantucket,  Ply- 
mouth, Kingfton,  Rochefter,  Hingham,  Dorchefter,  and 
probably  in  other  places,  from  which  the,  author  has  not 
heard.  Few  of  thefe  works  have  exifted  more  than  two 
or  three  years. 

But  it  is  time  to  conclude  the  defcription  of  Dennis. 
On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  county  road  are  a  hundred  dwel- 
ling houfes  ;  two  of  which  only  are  two  ftories  in  heighto 
The  greateft  part  of  thefe  houfes  are  fituated  near  Bafs 
river,  and  conftitute  a  well-built  village,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  are  increaling  in  wealth  and  population.  In  the 
year  1795,  they  erected  an  elegant  meeting  houfe,  with  a 
fteeple  ;  but  they  continue  their  connexion  with  the  par- 
ifh,  the  minifter  of  which  preaches  here  one  funday  in 
three.  There  is  befides  a  fmall  Quaker  meeting  houfe,  lit* 
uated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Follen's  pond.  Five  families 
only  in  Dennis  belong  to  it ;  but  it  is  attended  by  a  few 
Friends  from  Yarmouth  and  Harwich.  There  are  alfo 
thirteen  families  of  Baptifts  in  this  village.  The  reft  of 
the  inhabitants,  in  every  part  of  the  townfhip,  are  Congre- 
gationalifts,  who  are  warmly  attached  to  their  paftor,  and 
not  difpofed  to  change. 

There  are  no  fait  works  yet  in  Bafs  river  village ;  but  it 
is  expected  that  feveral  will  foon  be  erected.  The  inhab- 
itants own  nineteen  fail  of  fifhermen  of  about  forty  tons 
burthen  each,  and  four  coafters.  Three  fmall  wharves 
have  been  built  on  this  eaftern  fide  of  the  river. 

Dennis  enjoys  the  advantage  of  a  great  variety  and 
plenty  of  fifh  in  common  with  the  other  towns  in  the 

county* 
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county.  There  are  fea  perch  in  Bafs  river.  Bafs  enter 
this  river  in  November,  and  remain  there,  and  in  Follen's 
pond  through  the  winter.  Eels  may  be  caught  in  all  the 
creeks  ;  but  they  are  found  in  the  greateft  abundance  in 
Follen's  pond  and  Bafs  river.  In  the  fame  pond  and  in 
Wear-mill  brook,  about  a  hundred  barrels  of  alewives  are 
taken  in  a  year.  Clams  are  plenty,  particularly  on  the 
fouth  more,  where  quahaugs  alfo  are  found,  and  a  few 
good  oyfters.  Sufficient  clam  bait  for  the  fifhing  veffels 
is  collected  in  the  river  :  and  about  fifty  barrels  are  annu* 
ally  fold. 

On  the  north  ihore  there  are  wild  fowls  ;  but  they  are 
not  as  plenty  as  in  Chatham. 

The  climate  is  healthful.  Bilious  and  nervous  diforders, 
rheumatifm,  an$  pulmonary  confumption  are  the  moft 
common  difeafes.  «t 

A  bill  of  mortality  has  not  been  obtained  ;  but  the 
following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  marriages  from 
March  1794  to' March  1802, 


l79A 

12 

1798 

14 

*795 

*7 

1799 

23 

1796 

18 

1800 

22 

1797 

32 

1801 

*4 

Total         152 

The  hiftory  of  Dennis  is  fhort.  In  the  year  172 1,  the 
eaft  part  of  Yarmouth  was  fet  off  as  a  precinct*  ;  and 
June  19.  1793,  it  was  incorporated  into  a  town. 

The  church  was  gathered,  and  the  firft  paftor,  Rev. 
Jofiah  Dennis,  was  ordained,  June  2 2d.  1727.  Mr. 
Dennis  died  Auguft  31ft.  1763,  in  the  fixty-ninth  year  of 
his  age.  The  inhabitants  have  manifefted  their  refpect  to 
his  memory  by  naming  their  town  after  him. 

The  prefent  pallor,  Rev.  Nathan  Stone,  was  ordained 
October  17th.  1764.  Vir  bumilis,  ffiitis,  blandus,  advena* 
rum  hofpes  ;  fuis  commodis  in  terra  non  fludens,  reconditis 
thefauris  in  ccelo.  r,  s. 

Note 
*  Vol.  5.  p.  54.  Coll.  Hift.  Soc. 
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note    on    the    south    parts    of    yarmouth    and 
Barnstable,     September,  1802. 

ON  the  Yarmouth  fide  of  Bafs  river  there  are  fix 
wharves,  three  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
three  a  mile  north  of  it.  There  are  here  twenty-one 
veffels.  One  brig  fails  immediately  to  the  Weft-Indies. 
Ten  coafters,  from  thirty  to  forty  tons  burden,  fail  to 
Bofton,  Connecticut,  or  the  Southern  States,  and  thence 
to  the  Weft-Indies.,  The  other  ten  veffels  are  fifhermen. 
One  is  of  a  hundred  tons  :  the  reft  are  from  forty  to 
feventy  tons.  The  fifhing  veffels  go  to  the  ftraits  of  Belle- 
Ifle,  the  fhoals  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Nantucket  fhoals.  On 
a  medium,  a  fifhing  veffel  ufes  feven  hundred  bufhels  of 
fait  in  a  year.  One  or  two  veffels  are  annually  built  on 
Bafs  river,  chiefly  on  the  weftern  fide. 

In  Lewis's  bay  in  Yarmouth,  there  are  four  coafters, 
of  about  forty-five  tons  each,  and  ten  fail  of  fifhermen, 
from  forty-five  to  fifty  tons  :  They  catch  fifh  on  the  coaft, 
from  Nantucket  ihoals  to  Nova  Scotia. 

On  the  Barnftable  fide  of  Lewis's  bay  there  are  nine 
fail  of  fifhermen,  of  about  forty  tons  each,  which  alfo  fifh 
on  the  fame  coaft  j  likewife  four  coafters,  of  about  forty- 
five  tons  each. 

At  Oyfter  Ifland  there  is  one  fifhing  veffel  of  forty  tons, 
and  eight  coafters  of  about  forty-five  tons  each. 

Thefe  facts,  in  addition  to  thofe  which  have  been 
already,  and  which  will  hereafter  be,  mentioned  in  this 
volume,  fhow  the  prefent  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  fouth 
fliore  of  the  county  of  Barnftable,  a  part  of  Maffachufetts 
not  often  vifited,  and  little  known.  r.  s. 

Note  on  the  South  Precinct  of  Harwich,  in  ths 
County  of  Barnstable.     September^  1802. 

THE  fouth  precinct  of  Harwich,  which  is  fituated  be- 
tween Dennis  and  Chatham,  is  naturally  feparated 
from  the  north  precinct  by  woods  and  ponds.  The  land 
is  level  and  fandy.     On  this  part  of  the  coaft  there  is  neL 

ther 
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ther  a  harbour  nor  a  creek,  into  which  veffels  can  enter. 
The  only  fhelter  that  they  have,  is  a  bar,  which  lies  the 
length  of  the  precinct,  two  thirds  of  a  mile  from  the 
fhore.  On  this  bar  are  from  feven  to  nine  feet  of  water, 
in  common  tides,  North  of  it  the  depth  is  nine  feet  at 
fall  fea  ;  but  there  are  many  holes,  in  which  the  water  is 
a  little  deeper.  Fifteen  or  twenty  veifels,  containing  on 
an  average  forty  tons  each,  and  about  half  of  them  owned 
in  the  precinct,  are  employed  in  the  fhoal  fifliery  on  the 
coaft.  Four  veffels  of  a  hundred  tons  each,  which  go  to 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  the  Straits  of  Belle  Ifle, 
fail  alfo  from  this  place,  and  obtain  their  men  here.  The 
whole  number  of  men  and  boys  engaged  in  the  cod-fifliery 
is  about  two  hundred  ;  but  feveral  of  them  fail  from  Chat- 
ham,  Bafs  river,  and  the  north  precinct.  Two  miles  and 
a  half,  weft  of  the  Chatham  line,  there  is  a  fait  water 
pond,  twenty  feet  deep,  and  a  hundred  and  eighty  rods  in 
circumference.  It  is  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  ihore,  in  which  part  there  is  one  of  the  deep 
holes.  About  half  the  year  the  fea  flows  into  the  pond  ; 
and  a  fmall  boat  can  then  enter  it.  At  an  inconfiderable 
expenfe,  perhaps  ten  thoufand  dollars,  this  pond  might  be 
converted  into  a  fafe  and  convenient  harbour. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  not  long  after  marine  fait  began 
to  be  made  in  Dennis,  by  the  fun  alone,  Mr.  Amiel  Weeks 
of  this  precinct,  without  the  knowledge  of  Capt.  Sears's 
invention,  conflructed  a  vat,  about  eight  feet  long,  and  fix 
wide,  from  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  deep,  and  with  a 
cover  to  exclude  the  rain.  In  this  vat  he  manufactured 
fait  for  his  own  confumption  ;  and  continued  the  practice 
a  number  of  years.  The  water  was  brought  a  mile,  the 
fait  was  very  impure,  and  no  improvement  was  made  in 
the  firft  effay.  r.  s. 

A   Description    of    Chatham,    in    the    County    of 

Barnstable.     September,  1802. 

CHATHAM  lies  in  latitude  41  \  42'.  N.  and  longitude 
690.  56'.  W.  from  Greenwich.  The  length  of  the 
townfhip,  eaft  and  weft,  exclufive  of  the  harbour,  is  four 
miles  j  and  the  breadth,  north  and  fouth,  from  two  miles  to 

four* 
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four.  It  is  bounded  eaft  by  the  ocean  ;  fouth,  by  Vineyard 
Sound  -,  weft  and  north-weft,  by  Harwich  ;  and  north  by 
Pleafant  bay,  which  feparates  it  from  Orleans.  The  diftance 
of  the  meeting  houfe  from  Bolton  is  ninety-three  miles ; 
from  Barnftable  court  houfe,  twenty  miles  ;  and  from  the 
meeting  houfe  in  the  north  parifh  of  Harwich,  eight  miles* 

The  townfhip  confifts  of  hills  and  ridges,  with  narrow 
vallies,  fmall  depreffions,  ponds,  and  fwamps  between 
them.  As  the  hills  are  nearly  of  the  fame  height,  and  the 
vallies  at  a  ftiort  diftance  are  not  perceived,  the  land  ap- 
pears like  an  elevated  plain.  Great  Hill  which  is  a  third 
of  a  mile  eaft  of  the  meeting  houfe,  towers  above  the  reft 
of  the  townfhip.  This  is  the  firft  land  made  by  feamen 
coming  on  this  part  of  the  coaft.  From  its  two  fummits 
there  is  an  extenfive  profped  ;  and  even  Nantucket  is 
vifible,  when  the  land  looms.  The  tops  of  the  ridges  and 
fmaller  hills  alfo  command  a  fine  view  of  the  fea. 

There  are  two  principal  roads  in  Chatham  ;  the  firft, 
leading  through  the  fouth  precinct  of  Harwich,  to  Barnfta- 
ble ;  the  other,  to  the  north  precincl  of  Harwich.  From 
this  fecond  road  branches  a  third,  which  paffes  through 
Orleans  to  Cape  Cod.  Thefe  roads  are  fandy  ;  but  they 
are  better  than  thofe  of  Welifleet  or  Truro. 

Few  towns  in  the  county  are  fo  well  provided  with 
harbours  as  Chatham.  The  firft  and  moft  important  is 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  town,  and  is  called  Old  harbour. 
It  is  formed  by  ajnarrow  beach,  which  completely  guards 
it  againft  the  ocean.  The  haven  on  the  weftern  fide  of 
this  beach  is  extenfive  ;  but  the  harbour  of  Chatham  is 
fuppofed  to  reach  not  farther  north  than  Strong  ifland,  a 
diftance  of  about  four  miles.  Above  that  the  water,  which 
is  within  the  limits  of  Harwich  and  Orleans,  is  known  by 
other  names.  The  breadth  of  the  harbour  is  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile.  Its  entrance,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide, 
is  formed  by  the  point  of  the  beach,  and  James'  head  eaft 
of  it  on  the  main  land.  On  the  infide  of  the  beach  are 
flats  and  fait  marfh.  There  is  alfo  a  piece  of  marfh  on  the 
fouthern  part  of  Strong  ifland.  Thefe  marfhes  are  cover- 
ed during  every  tide. 

There  are  no  rocks  either  within  or  near  the  harbour  ; 
but  its  mouth  is  obftru&ed  by  bars,,  which  extend  eaft  and 

fouth-eaft 
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fouth-eail  of  the  point  of  the  beach  three  quarters  of  a 
mile.  On  each  fide  of  this  mouth  is  a  breaker  j  one  called 
the  North  ;  and  the  other,  the  South  breaker.  There  are 
alfo  feveral  bars  in  the  harbour  within  the  outer  bars. 
Thefe  bars  are  continually  fhifting  :  the  caufes  of  which 
are  ftorms,  and  a  ftrong  current,  which  fets  in  and  out 
of  the  harbour.  At  low  water  there  are  feven  feet  on 
the  outer  bars,  common  tides  rifing  about  fix  feet.  North 
of  them  the  more  is  bolder.  There  is  good  holding 
ground  in  the  harbour.  At  the  entrance  the  bottom  is 
fandy.  Farther  in  there  is  a  muddy  bottom.  The  depth 
at  low  water  is  about  twenty  feet. 

Not  only  do  the  bars  alter,  but  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  alfo  is  perpetually  varying.  At  prefent  it  is 
gradually  moving  fouthward  by  the  addition  of  fand  to 
the  point  of  the  beach.  The  beach  has  thus  been  extended, 
above  a  mile,  within  the  courfe  of  the  pafl  forty  years. 

In  the  year  1626,  there  was  an  entrance  into  Monamo- 
yick  harbour^  oppofite  Potanumaquut,  fix  miles  north  of 
the  prefent  mouth.  The  fhip  mentioned  by  Prince*  came 
in  here,  and  was  ftranded  on  the  beach,  where  its  ruins 
were  to  be  feen  about  twenty  years  ago.  This  part  of  the 
beach  ftill  bears  the  name  of  the  Old  fhip.  The  entrance 
has  been  clofed  for  many  years.  Several  paifages  into  the 
harbour  have  been  opened  and  fliut  fince  that  time*  At  a 
late  period,  there  were  two  openings  into  the  haven  ;  one 
of  which,  that  which  now  exifts,  was  ftyled  the  Old  har- 
bour ;  and  the  other,  the  New  harbour.f  Though  the 
mouth  of  the  New  harbour  is  entirely  choked  up  with 
fand,  yet  the  name.  Old  harbour,  is  frill  retained. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  give  directions  for  failing  into  fo  incon- 
ftant  a  port.  None  but  a  pilot,  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  its  yearly  variations,  can  guide  in  a  vefTel  with  fafety. 
On  a  fignal's  being  made,  however,  boats  are  ready  to  put 
off  from  the  more,  to  yield  afiiftance.  In  a  north-eafi 
ftorm,  in  which  a  pilot  cannot  leave  the  land,  a  veffel,  by 
getting  to  the  fouth  of  the  South  breaker,  may  at  prefent 
ride  with  fafety.  But  how  long  this  will  be  true,  it  is 
impoffible  to  fay. 
The 

*  Annals,  p.  163.     See  alfo  Morton's  Memorial,  p.  89.  A.  D.  1627. 

t  See  Des  Barres*  accurate  chart  of  the  coaft 
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The  principal  bufinefs  of  the  town  is  done  near  Old 
harbour.  To  this  it  is  well  fuited,  not  only  by  its  prox- 
imity to  the  ocean,  its  fuperiour  extent,  but  alfo  by  the 
convenient  coves  and  creeks,  with  which  its  weftern  fhore 
is  indented,  bringing  a  harbour  within  a  fliort  diftance  of 
every  man's  door.  The  names  of  the  principal,  or  of  the 
points  which  form  them,  follow*  South  of  Harwich  line 
is  MonamefTet  neck,  which  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Pieafant  bay  :  the  eaft  end  of  it  is  oppofite  Strong  iiland. 
South  of  this  neck  is  Eldridge  point.  Between  the  point 
and  neck  is  fituated  Crowell  bay.  South  of  Eldridge 
point  is  Eldridge  cove.  South-eaft  of  this  cove  is  Covel's 
river,  a  fait  water  creek,  at  the  head  of  which  is  a  final! 
body  of  marfh.  Eaft  of  Covel's  river  is  Mufcle  point  ; 
fouth-eaft  of  Mufcle  point  is  Nickerfon's  point  j  and  fouth 
of  Nickerfon's  point  is  Morris's  cove,  which  is  feparated 
from  the  harbour  by  Little  beach. 

Not  far  fouth  from  James'  head  commences  a  long 
beach,  the  extremity  of  which  at  prefent  is  called  Sandy 
point  ;  but  in  ancient  maps,  Cape  Malebarre.  As  there 
is  alfo  a  Sandy  point  in  Nantucket,  to  prevent  confufion, 
the  old  name  ought  to  be  revived.  This  beach  is  defcribed 
in  another  part  of  the  volume.*  The  following  particulars 
are  added  here.  Stewart's  Knoll  is  fo  denominated  from 
a  perfon  of  that  name,  who  forty  or  fifty  years  fince  kept 
a  tavern  on  it,  for  the  accommodation  of  feamen  making 
a  harbour  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  beach.  The  houfe 
ftood  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  point,  though  at  pre- 
fent the  knoll  is  at  leaft  four  miles  from  it.  In  the  valley 
which  is  fouth  of  it,  and  which  has  been  gained  from  the 
fea,  there  is  ardoubtful  appearance  of  a  foil's  beginning  to 
be  formed.  It  is  ftyled  doubtful?  becaufe  it  would  not  be 
obferved  by  every  eye,  and  perhaps  not  acknowledged  by 
many.  Beach  grafs,  the  beach  peaf,  beach  ivy,  and  the 
^_ _^  '  fevera! 

*  See  Defcription  of  the  Eaftern  Coaft  of  the  County  of  Barnftable,p.  117. 

t  A  yo^ng  gentleman,  a  native  of  Truro,  has  communicated  to  the 
author  the  following  note  on  the  beach  pea. 

"  Pifum  maritimum.  (Lin.  870.)  With.  p.  629.  V.  3.  Petioles 
jRattifh  above  :  ftem  angular  :  ftipules  arrow  fhaped  :  fruit  ftalks  many- 
flowered.  Whole  plant,  excepting  the  upper  fuiface  of  the  leaves, 
U  [JV.viii.]  %ktlx 
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feveral  other  vegetables,  which  obtain  nourifliment  amidfi: 
the  minute  fragments  of  ftone  which  conftitute  fand3 
grow  here  luxuriantly.  The  roots  of  plants,  which  have 
grown  here  in  paft  years,  feem  to  have  rotted  by  the  fre- 
quent rains  that  have  fallen  on  them  ;  and  a  folitary  pine, 
which  is  not  yet  two  feet  high,  has  already  found  its  way 
hither.  Perhaps  the  whole  beach,  if  untrodden  by  the 
feet  of  man  and  beaft,  would  at  the  end  of  a  few  centuries 
be  covered  with  wood,  and  in  time  with  vegetable  mould. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  this  beach  there  are  pieces  of  fait 
marfh,  the  greateft  part  of  which  are  around  Morris's 
ifland  and  weft  of  it.  As  the  wind  is  perpetually  driving 
the  fand  over  them,  they  are  diminiming  every  year. — 
Whilft  the  marfh  is  wafting  in  one  place,  it  is  true  that 
fpots  are  gradually  forming  in  others.  But,  on  the  whole, 
it  lofes  more  than  it  gains  :  formerly  it  was  fo  extenfive, 
that  a  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  hay  were  annually  cut  on 
it  ;  but  at  prefent  it  does  not  yield  more  than  fixty  tons. 

Morris's  ifland  was  once  furrounded  by  water  ;  and  the 
paffage  between  it  and  the  beach  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
wide,  in  the  year  1752.  The  ftrait  was  gradually  filled 
up,  and  has  been  entirely  clofed  above  thirty  years.  Whilft 
this  junction  has  been  making,  the  beach  has  wafted  on  its 
eaftern  fide  ;■•  fo  that  now  the  ifland,  as  it  is  ftill  denomi- 
nated, is  nearer  to  the  ocean,  than  it  was  formerly  to  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  ftrait.     At  the  fame  period  there  was* 

from 

flightly  downy  :  root  creeping  ftriking  deep  in  the  earth.  Leaves  m> 
merous  alternate  :  Flowers  towards  the  end  of  the  fruit  ftalks,  crowded, 
on  fhort  pedicles.     BlofToms  pale  red  and  purple. 

Sea  pea.     Sea  fhores.     Flowers  in  Auguft. 

(Found  by  Mr.  Stackhoufe  on  the  fharp  ridge  running  from  Portland 
Ifland  to  Bridport,  amongft  loofe  pebbles,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  feet 
above  high  water  mark,  &c.)     (With.  p.  630.  V.  3.) 

"  In  1555,  during  a  time  of  great  fcarcity,  the  people  about  Orford 
in  Suffex  were  preferved  from  perilhing  by  eating  the  feeds  of  this  plant, 
which  grew  there  in  great  abundance  upon  the  fea  coaft.  Cows,  horfes, 
iheep,  and  goats  eat  it. 

"  Dr.  Cutler  defcribes  this  as  a  plant  of  New  England  (in  Memoirs 
Am.  Acad.  Vol.  1.  p.  472.)  So  that  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  of  its 
being  the  fame  that  grows  on  the  fandy  beaches  of  Cape  Cod." 

That  the  feeds  of  the  beach  pea  are  edible,  is  the  opinion  of  feveral  I 
perfons  in  the  county  of  Barnftable  ;  but  the  author  cannot  learn  that  j 
any  of  them  have  ever  made  the  experiment, 
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from  Old  harbour  into  Stage  harbour,  a  paiTage,  through 
which  veffels  might  fail,  the  beach  being  then  an  ifland  5 
but  for  above  thirty  years  it  has  joined  the  main  land. 

Another  change  has  taken  place  in  this  voluble  mafs  of 
fand.  In  the  year  1770,  during  a  violent  florin,  the  fea 
rufhed  through  the  beach,  But  by  degrees  the  breach 
then  made  was  filled  up  with  fand>  and  in  two  years  was 
completely  clofed.* 

On  the  weft  fide  of  Cape  Malebarre,  in  the  fouth  part 
of  Chatham,  is  another  harbour,  called  Stage  harbour  ; 
which  is  about  a  mile  long,  and  a  half  of  a  mile  wide. 
The  entrance  into  it,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  breadth,  is  between  Morris's  ifland  and  Harding's  beach 
or  neck,  which  runs  from  the  weft.  It  is  barred,  there 
being  not  more  than  eight  feet  in  the  mouth  at  high 
water,  common  tides- rifing  here  four  feet;  but  within 
there  are  twenty  feet  at  low  water.  The  anchorage  is 
good,  on  a  muddy  bottom.  This,  as  well  as  Old  harbour, 
is  completely  land  locked. 

Oyfter  pond,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long,  and  a 
half  of  a  mile  broad,  communicates  with  Stage  harbour 
by  Oyfter  pond  river,  There  are  fix  feet  of  water  in  this 
river  at  high  tides  ;  and  veffels  which  draw  five  feet  only 
can  go  into  the  pond. 

North-eaft  of  Stage  harbour,  and  communicating  with 
it  by  Mitchel's  river,  is  Mill  cove.  Connected  with  the 
cove  is  Mill  pond,  on  which  is  a  piece  of  fait  marfh.  Eaft 
of  Mill  cove  is  Tom's  neck. 

There  is  good  anchorage  for  large  veffels  on  the  outfide 
of  Stage  harbour,  fouth  of  Harding's  beach,  clofe  to  the 
fhore,  oppofite  a  bunch  of  pines. 

A  mile 

*  The  following  remarkable  fact  of  the  fame  kind  is  related  by  a  re- 
fpe&able  writer. 

"  When  the  Englifh  firft  fettled  upon  the  Cape,  there  was  an  ifland 
off  Chatham,  at  three  leagues  diftance,  called  Webb's  ifland,  containing 
twenty  acres,  covered  with  red  cedar  or  favin.  The  inhabitants  of  Nan- 
tucket ufed  to  carry  wood  from  it.  This  ifland  has  been  wholly  worn 
away  for  almoft  a  century.  A  large  rock,  that  was  upon  the  ifland, 
and  which  fettled  as  the  earth  walhed  away,  now  marks  the  place  :  it 
rifes  as  much  above  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  as  it  ufed  to  rife  above  the 
furface  of  the  ground.     The  water  is  fix  fathoms  deep  on  this  fpot." 

Maff.  Mag.  Vol.  3.  p.  151. 
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A  mile  and  a  half  weft  of  Stage  harbour  is  Cockle  cove 
river  ;  navigable  for  flat  boats  only,  and  communicating 
with  a  fait  pond  north  of  it.  On  it  is  a  fmall  body  of 
fait  marfh. 

Weft  is  Tumblen's  cove,  which  alfo  communicates  with 
a  fait  pond,  named  by  the  Indians  Matchapoxet,  This 
cove  is  very  fhoal. 

Proceeding  ftill  weft  is  Red  river,  a  fmall  ftream,  nav- 
igable by  boats  only,  forming  the  boundary  between  Chat- 
ham and  Harwich*  On  both  fides  of  it  is  fait  marm. 
Thefe  inlets  are  not  far  afunder.  Red  river  being  not  more 
than  a  mile  from  Cockle  cove. 

Befide  the  fait  water  ponds  which  have  been  mentioned, 
there  are  not  lefs  than  thirty  ponds  of  frefh  water.  Fifh 
are  plenty  in  them  ;  but  not  being  as  highly  efteemed  as 
thofe  which  are  caught  in  the  fea,  they  are  not  much  ufed. 
Their  bottoms  in  general  are  fandy  ;  and  they  fupply 
thofe,  who  live  near  them,  with  good  water.  There  are 
alfo  many  fprings  of  excellent  water,  though  there  are  no 
brooks.  Soft  water  is  obtained  from  the  wells,  few  of 
which  are  more  than  twelve  feet  deep. 

There  is  a  number  of  fmall  fwamps,  feveral  of  which 
have  been  cleared,  and  converted  into  paftures  and  mea- 
dows. From"  thefe  fwamps,  within  the  paft  five  years, 
confiderabje  quantities  of  peat  have  been  dug. 

Not  a  fruit  tree  grows  in  Chatham  ;  and  not  more  than 
fixty-five  acres  of  woodland  are  left.  It  is  fituated  near 
the  line  of  Harwich,  and  confifts  principally  of  pitch  pine. 
The  greateft  part  of  the  fuel,  which  is  confumed,  is  brought 
from  the  diftricl:  of  Maine  ;  and  cofts  at  prefent  about 
feven  dollars  a  cord.  Five  cords  of  wood  are  confidered 
as  a  fufficient  yearly  ftock  for  a  family. 

The  foil  of  the  townfhip  is  in  general  fandy  and  free 
from  ftones.  There  is  good  land,  however,  near  Oyfter 
pond  and  the  coves.  Very  little  Englifh  hay  is  cut  ;  but 
the  marines  yield  fait  hay  enough  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhab- 
itants. Butter  is  made  in  fummer  ;  but  butter  for  winter 
and  cheefe  are  procured  from  Connecticut,  Rhode-Iiland, 
and  Bofton.  Beef  and  provifions  of  all  kinds  for  the 
fifhermen  are  brought  from  the  laft  mentioned  place.  Not 
more  than  half  enough  Indian  corn  for  the  consumption 
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of  the  inhabitants  is  raifed  :  the  average  produce  to  an 
acre  is  twelve  bufhels.  Rye,  the  average  produce  of 
which  is  fix  bufhels,  is  raifed  in  the  fame  proportion. 
Thirty  years  ago  a  fmall  quantity  of  wheat  was  grown  ; 
but  at  prefent  it  is  wholly  negle&ed,  There  are  many 
good  gardens,  in  which  a  fufEcient  quantity  of  roots  and 
herbs  are  produced.  The  mode  of  hufbandry  is  in  general 
fimilar  to  that  which  is  prac~tifed  in  Truro.*  Materials 
for  manure  might  be  procured  in  plenty  by  thofe,  who 
live  near  the  more.  Attention  of  late  begins  to  be  paid 
to  this  article.  As  the  land,  particularly  in  the  centre 
and  fouth  part  of  the  townfhip,  is  every  year  growing 
worfe,  by  the  drifting  of  the  fand,  there  is  little  to  encour- 
age agricultural  induftry.  The  inhabitants,  having  to 
purfue  other  objects,  which  they  deem  more  important, 
do  not  avail  themfelves  of  all  the  advantages  that  they 
poffefs  for  the  improvement  of  their  grounds.  Befide  fea 
weed  and  the  king  crab  on  their  fhores,  there  are  aifo  fpots 
which  contain  clay,t  a  well  known  fertilizer  of  a  fandy 
foil.  But  hufbandry  is  purfued  with  little  fpirit,  the  peo* 
pie  in  general  palling  the  flower  of  their  lives  at  fea,  which 
they  do  not  quit  till  they  are  fifty  years  of  age,  leaving  at 
home  none  but  the  old  men  and  fmall  boys  to  cultivate 
the  ground. 

A  few  of  the  young  and  middle  aged  men  are  engaged 
in  mercantile  voyages,  and  fail  from  Bofton  ;  but  the  great 
body  of  them  are  fifliermen.  Twenty-five  fchooners, 
from  twenty-five  to.  feventy  tons,  are  employed  in  the 
codrfifhery.  They  are  partly  owned  in  Bofton  and  other 
places,  but  principally  in  Chatham.  About  one  half  of 
them  'fifh  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  the  reft  on 
Nantucket  fhoais,  the  fhores  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  the 
ftraits  of  Beile-Ifle,  On  board  thefe  fchooners  are  about 
two  hundred  men  and  boys,  moft  of  whom  are  inhabitants 
of  Chatham  |  and  they  catch  one  year  with  another  feven 
or  eight  hundred  quintals  to  a  veffel.  Befide  thefe  fifhing 
vefiels,  there  are  belonging  to  the  town  five  coafters, 
which  fail  to  Carolina  and  the  Weft  Indies. 

Fifh 

■     '        ■■■■'■—  "V~.;r"-"     MU      r"     :"  "        ii.ii.i     -: 1  hYmu"    miwuii     i       1         — 

*  See  Vol.  3.  p.  198.  Coll.  Jfift.  Soc. 
-f  Bricks  are  feldom  made  in  Chatham 
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Fifh  are  plenty  on  the  coaft.  In  addition  to  thofe, 
which  are  enumerated  in  the  defcription  of  Truro,  are  the 
flieep's  head,  drummer,  fhad,  and  tautaug. 

Shell  fifh.  are  found  in  great  abundance  on  the  fhores, 
particularly  quahaugs  and  clams.  Great  quantities  of  bait 
are  dug  for  the  ufe  of  the  iifhermeri.  There  are  excellent 
oyfters  in  Oyfter  pond  ;  but  they  are  fcarce  and  dear5 
felling  for  a  dollar  a  builiel. 

In  no  part  of  the  county  can  wild  fowls  be  obtained  in 
fuch  plenty  and  variety. 

Food  can  fo  eafily  be  procured,  either  on  the  fhores  or 
in  the  fea,  that  with  the  profit  which  arifes  from  their 
voyages,  in  which  it  muft  be  confeffed  they  labour  ver^ 
hard,  the  people  are  enabled  to  cover  their  tables  well  with 
provifions.  A  breakfaft  among  the  inhabitants,  and  even 
among  thofe  who  are  called  the  pooreft,  for  there  are  none 
who  are  really  poor,  confifts  of  tea  or  coffee,  brown  bread, 
generally  with  butter,  fometimes  without,  and  fait  or 
frefh  fifh,  fried  or  broiled.  A  dinner  affords  one  or  more 
of  the  following  difhes  :  roots  and  herbs  ;  falted  beef  or 
pork  boiled  ;  frefh  butcher's  meat  not  more  than  twelve 
times  a  year  ;  wild  fowl  frequently  in  the  autumn  and 
winter  ;  frefh  fifh  boiled  or  fried  with  pork  ;  fhell  fifh  ; 
fait  fifh  boiled  ;  indian  pudding,  pork  baked  with  beans. 
Tea  or  coffee  alfo  frequently  conftitutes  a  part  of  the 
dinner.  A  fupper  confifts  of  tea  or  coffee  and  fifh  as  at 
breakfaft,  cheefe,  cakes  made  of  flour,  gingerbread,  and 
pies  of  feveral  forts.  This  bill  of  fare  will  ferve  with  lit- 
tle variation  for  all  the  fifhing  towns  in  the  county.  In 
many  families  there  is  no  difference  between  the  breakfaft 
and  fupper  ;  cheefe,  cakes,  and  pies  being  as  common  at 
the  one  as  at  the  other. 

Chatham  contains  more  inhabitants  in  proportion  to  its 
extent,  than  any  other  townfhip  in  the  county  :  by  the 
cenfus  of  1800,  there  were  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty-one 
fouls  ;  and  they  have  increafed  a  little  fmce  that  time. 
The  number  of  dwelling  houfes,  as  returned  in  the  valua- 
tion of  the  laft  year,  is  an  hundred  and  fifty-eight.  They 
are  fmail,  four  only  being  two  ftories  in  height.  The 
meeting  houie,  near  the  centre  of  the  townfhip,  is  in  good 
repair.     There  are  five  fchools,  in  which  reading,  writing, 

and 
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j|  and  arithmetick  are  taught  to  children  of  both  fexes  3 
education  is  encouraged.  The  other  buildings  are  a  rope- 
walk,  a  tan-houfe,  a  number  of  barns,  and  fix  windmills. 

The  inhabitants  are  very  induftrious.  The  women  are 
engaged  in  the  domeftick  employments  and  manufactures 
ufual  in  other  parts  of  Maffachufetts,  and  a  number  of 
them  in  curing  fifh  at  the  flake  yards. 

Fogs  are  more  frequent  in  Chatham  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  county  ;  and  they  ferve  in  fummer,  inftead 
of  trees,  to  fhelter  the  houfes  againft  the  heat  of  the  fun. 
To  thofe  who  delight  in  extenfive  vifion,  they  are  unpleaf- 
ant  ;  but  they  are  not  found  to  be  unhealthful.  The  air 
of  the  townfhip  is  juftly  regarded  as  very  falubrious  :  one 
proof  of  which  is,  that  there  is  not  fufficient  employment 
for  a  phyfician.  Epidemick  diftempers,  it  is  true,  have 
fometimes  vifited  the  place  ;  but  not  more  frequently  than 
other  towns  in  the  county.  In  the  year  1764  the  final!- 
pox  carried  off  a  great  number  of  perfons. 

Monamoy*,  as  the  fettlement  was  during  many  years 

denominated,   is  one  of  the  original  plantations  of  the 

county,  not  being  formed  out  of  other  towns.     April  1  oth. 

1665,  William  Nickerfon  bought  of  John  Quafbn,  alias 

Towfowet,  fachem  of  Monamoy,  a  tract  of  land  near  Pota- 

numaquut  ;  bounded  eaft  by  the  Great  harbour  ;  fouth 

j  by  a  line,  which  extends  weft  by  fouth  into  the  woods.. 

;  from  Wequafet  to  a  pine  treef  marked  upon  four  fides  % 

I  and  north  by  a  line  extending  to  the  farther  head  of  a 

I  pond,  to  a  place  called  Porchcommock.     June  19th.  1672, 

Mattaquafon  and  John  Quafon,  fachems  of  Monnamoiet, 

i  for  the  confideration  of  one  fhallop,  ten  coats  of  trucking 

j  cloth,  fix  kettles,  twelve  axes,  twelve  hoes,  twelve  knives^ 

1  forty  millings  in  wampum,  a  hat,  and  twelve  millings  in 

I  money, — fold  to  the  fame  William  Nickerfon  a  trad  of 

j  land  and  meadows  at   Monnamoiet,  at  the  weft  fide  of 

j  Muddy  cove,  and  extending  foutherly  to   Matchapoxet 

pond,  and  thence  by  a  creek  to  the  fea  ;    and  extending 

eafterly 

*  So  is  the  name  pronounced  at  prefent  ;    but  in  ancient  books  and 
1  records  it  is  written  Monnamoiet,  or  Monamoyick. 

<   f  Near  the  cart  way,  which  goes  from  Chatham  to  Saukatucket  mil! 
ia  Harwich. 
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eafterly  to  Oyfter  pond.*  Again,  March  29th.  1,678,1 
Auguft  1 6th.  1682,  and  at  divers  other  times,  he  purchaf- 
ed  lands  and  meadows  of  the  Indians. 

In  the  year  1665,  Thomas  Hinkley,  John  Freeman,  Na- 
thaniel Bacon,  and  their  partners,  obtained  from  the  colony 
court  of  Plymouth  the  grant  of  a  right  to  purchafe,  of  the 
natives,  land  at  Monnamoiet  and  places  adjacent.  This  in- 
terfered with  the  property  of  Nickerfon,  who  had  made 
feveral  of  his  purchafes  without  previoilfly  procuring  fuch 
a  grant,  which  was  neceffary  to  render  his  title  valid. 
But  on  the  3d.  of  July,  1672,  Hinkley  and  his  aflbciates, 
for  a  valuable  corifideration,  conveyed  to  Nickerfon  their 
grant,  and  all  the  lands  which  they  had  bought  in  confe- 
quence  of  it.  This  made  his  title  good  ;  and  it  was  af- 
terwards confirmed  to  his  heirs  by  tie  legislature,  f 

After  the  fettlement  of  the  village  or  diurict.  of  Mona- 
moy,  which  appears  to  have  been  not  long  after  the  pur- 
chases were  made,  it  was  confidered  as  one  of  the  towns 
in  the  colony  ;  for  in  June,  1686,  it  was  ordered  to  choofe 
a  grand-juryman§  ;  and  on  the  nth.  of  February,  169 1, 
liberty  was  granted  to  its  inhabitants  to  eled  and  fend  a 
deputy  to  the  general  court.  ||  In  the  enfuing  March  the 
bounds  of  the  village  were  enlarged.  This  was  the  laft  acfc 
of  the  colony  court  of  Plymouth  refpe&ing  it.^j" 

It  was  incorporated  into  a  townlhip,  by  the  legifiature 
of  Maffachufetts,  and  its  name  altered  to  that  of  Chatham* 
June  nth.  17 12. 

Eight  years  after  the  incorporation,  the  inhabitants  ha$ 
become 

*  Plymouth  Records,  Lib.  12.  Fol.  251. 

f  Plym.  Rec.  Lib.  16.  Fol.  463. 

%  The  family  of  Nickerfon  is  one  of  the  mod  numerotis  in  the  coun- 
ty ;  and  a  number  of  the  name  remain  in  Chatham. 

$  At  a  colony  court  held  at  Plymouth  in  June,  1686,  Plymouth  was 
ordered  by  faid  court  to  choofe  three  grand-jurymen  ;  Duxborough! 
two  ;  Scituate  four  ;  Marmfield  three  ;  Bridgewater  two  ;  Middlebo- 
rough  one  ;  Barnftable  three  ;  Yarmouth  three  ;  Sandwich  three  ; 
Eaftham  three  ;  Monnamoiet  one  ;  SucconefTet  one  ;  Sippecan  one  ; 
Briftol  three  ;  Taunton  three  ;  Rehoboth  three  ;  Dartmouth  two  ; 
Swanzey  two  ;  Little  Compton  one  ;  Freetown,  one.  Plym.  Rec.  Lib. 
N.  Fol.  1. 

||  Plym.  Rec,  Lib.  N.  Fol.  52. 

f  Plym.  Rec.  Lib.  N.  Fol  56. 
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become  £0  numerous  as  to  be  able  to  fupport  a  fettled 
minifter  of  the  gofpel.  No  particular  account,  however, 
of  their  numbers  can  be  obtained  till  the  year  1764. 
From  the  cenfus  which  was  then  taken,  it  appears  that 
there  were  a  hundred  and  five  dwelling  houfes,  a  hundred 
and  twenty-feven  families,  and  fix  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven  fouls  ;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  though  above  five 
hundred  Indians  remained  in  the  county,  yet  not  one  was 
left  in  Chatham.*  From  comparing  the  cenfus  of  1764 
with  that  of  1800,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  the  in- 
habitants has  doubled  in  thirty-eight  years.  That  it  has 
not  increafed  more  is  owing  to  the  frequent  emigrations 
which  have  been  made  during  this  period. 

In  the  year  1774,  Chatham  had  become  fo  fiourifliing  a 
town,  that  it  employed  twenty-feven  veffels  in  the  cod- 
fifhery. 

Another  cenfus  was  taken  in  1776,  when  there  were 
found  in  Chatham  a  hundred  and  fixty-five  families,  and 
nine  hundred  and  thirty  fouls. 

The  town  fuffered  greatly  by  the  revolutionary  war. 
Many  of  the  men  were  captivated  by  the  enemy,  and  died 
in  prifon  fhips.  In  the  year  1783,  four  or  five  veffels  only 
were  left  in  the  harbours  ;  but  the  town  was  filled  with 
widows,  mourning  the  lofs  of  their  hufbands  and  fons. 
With  the  return  of  peace,  the  fifhery  revived,  the  tears  of 
the  wretched  were  wiped  away  ;  and  fince  that  period  the 
inhabitants  have  been  increafing  in  wealth  and  popu- 
lation.! 

The  names  and  fucceffion  of  the  paftors  will  conclude 
the  defcription  of  Chatham.     June  15th.  1720,  the  church 

was 

*  There  is  not  an  Indian  now  in  Chatham. 

f  A  traveller  who  vifited  Chatham  in  the  year  179c,  and  who  ob- 
served every  object  with  an  accurate  eye,  informs  the  pubiick,  that  forty 
Veffels  were  then  employed  in  the  cod-fifhery.  It  would  appear  there- 
fore, at  firft  view,  that  the  number  of  veffels,  as  it  is  not  more  than 
twenty-five  at  prefent,  has  diminifhed  during  the  pail  twelve  years. 
The  truth  is,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Chatham  did  not,  in  1790,  owa 
forty  fifliermen  ;  but  at  that  period,  a  number  of  veffels,  which  with 
their  crews  wholly  belonged  to  other  places,  came  into  the  harbour  of 
Chatham,  and  the  fiih  which  they  brought  was  cured  on  its  fhcres*  See 
Maff.  Mag.  Vol.  3.  p.  74. 

W  [>v.  viii.] 
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was  firft  gathered,  and  Rev.  Jofeph  Lord  ordained.  He 
died  June  6th.  1748.  Rev.  Stephen  Emery  was  inftalled 
May  17th.  1749,  and  died  May  24th.  1782.  Rev.  Thomas 
Roby  was  ordained  October  22c!.  1783,  and  difmiffed  at 
his  requeft  October  2 2d.  1795.  The  prefent  paftor,  Rev. 
Ephraim  Briggs,  was  ordained  July  20th.  1796.  Seip, 
fepoefe,  fepoemefe,  wecbekwiu  r.  s. 

A   Description  and    History  ,  of  Eastham,  in  the 
County  of  Barnstable.     September.   1802. 

EASTHAM  is  Situated  in  latitude  41  °.  51'.  N-  and 
longitude  69 °.  $6'.  W.  from  Greenwich.  Its  dis- 
tance from  Bofton,  following  the  road,  is  ninety-four 
miles  ;  from  Plymouth,  the  capital  of  the  Old  Colony, 
fifty-two  ;  and  from  Barnftable,  the  fhire  town,  twenty- 
two.  The  diftance  from  Bofton,  in  a  ftraight  line,  is 
fixty-eight  miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  At- 
lantick  ocean  ;  on  the  north  by  Wellfleet  ;  on  the  weft 
by  Barnftable  bay  ;  and  on  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  by 
Orleans  ;  from  which  it  is  Separated  by  a  line  beginning 
at  Rock  harbour  river,  and  running  by  various  courfes 
to  Boat  meadow  river  ;  thence  running  up  the  middle 
of  the  river  to-  its  head  ;  thence  running  Southerly, 
through  the  centre  of  the  meadow,  to  a  fwamp  ;  thence 
through  the  fwamp,  and  along  Jeremiah's  gutter,  into  the 
middle  of  Town  cove  ;  thence  running  down  the  centre 
cf  the  cove  to  Stone  ifland  ;  and  thence  running  an  eaft- 
fouth-eaft  courfe  into  the  Atlantick  ocean.  The  lengtn 
of  the  townfhip  is  fix  miles  ;  and  the  breadth,  from  two 
miles  to  two  and  a  half. 

In  failing  from  Race  point  fouth,  the  firft  opening  inta 
the  beach,  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  county  of  Barnftable, 
is  found  in  Eaftham.  There,  is  here  a  fmall  harbour, 
called  Naufet,  or  Stage  harbour,  the  entrance  of  which 
it  narrow  and  obftrucled  by  a  bar,  on  which  are  not  more 
than  eight  feet  of  water  at  full  fea.  It  is  divided  into 
two  arms,  one  of  which  extends  north,  and  the  other 
fouth-weft.  The  northern  arm  is  fhallow.  A  body  of 
fait  marfh,  containing  two  hundred  acres,  lies  in  it,  and 

is 
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h  protected  from  the  ocean  by  a  narrow  beach.  The 
fouth-weftern  arm,  which  is  denominated  Town  cove, 
has  fourteen  feet  in  the  deeper!  part,  at  high  water,  com- 
mon tides.  As  it  is  completely  fecured  againft  every 
wind,  if  a  paflage  could  be  opened  from  it  into  the  ocean, 
it  would  afford  an  excellent  harbour  ;  but  this,  it  is  con- 
ceived, is  impoflible,  becaufe  if  the  channel  was  deepened 
by  art,  it  would  foon  be  choked  up  again  with  fand.,  driven 
into  it  by  florms, 

A  fandy  flat,  a  mile  wide,  extends  along  the  weftern 
more,  from  Suet  to  the  bounds  of  Wellfleet.  It  is  left 
dry  about  three  hours,  and  may  eafily  be  croffed  by  horfes 
and  carriages.  Of  confequence  there  can  be  no  good 
harbour  on  this  fide  of  the  townfhip.  There  are  however 
fever al  creeks,  which  at  high  water  admit  fmall  veffels 
into  them. 

The  firft.  is  Great  meadow  river,  the  mouth  of  which 
is  fituated  fouth-weft  from  the  meeting  houfe.  Eaft  of 
it  is  a  body  of  fait  marfh. 

About  a  half  of  a  mile  fouth  of  Great,  meadow  river  is 
Boat  meadow  river,  which  runs  from  the  fouth-eaft.  Its 
entrance  lies  fouth-fouth-weft  from  the  meeting  houfe, 
and  is  eight  feet  deep  at  high  water.  A  body  of  fait 
marfh  extends  from  the  mouth  of  this  river  to  within 
four  rods  of  Town  cove,  leaving  a  narrow  ridge  for  a 
rpad.  The  marfh  is  not  more  than  fifteen  rods  from  the 
fwamp,  which  is  the  head  of  Jeremiah's  gutter  ;  and  as 
the  land  is  low  between  them,  in  very  high  tides,  the  fea 
flows  acrofs  from  the  bay  to  the  ocean,  completely  infu- 
lating  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

About  a  half  of  a  mile  fouth  of  Boat  meadow  river  is 
Rock  harbour  river  ;  which  will  again  be  mentioned  in 
the  Defcription  of  Orleans. 

Belide  thefe  creeks  there  are  three  brooks  which  empty 
themfelves  into  the  bay. 

The  firft  is  Indian  brook,  which  forms  the  boundary  be- 
tween Eaflham  and  Wellfleet,  and  runs  into  the  harbour 
of  Silver  fprings, 

Three  quarters  of  a  mile  fouth  of  Indian  brook  is  Cook's 
brook,  which  is  dry  half  the  year, 

A  mile 
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A  mile  foutli  of  Cook's  brook  is  Snow's  brook,  which 
runs  the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  but  is  very  fmall. 

Grape  fwamp,  a  mile  fouth  of  Snow's  brook,  fometimes 
difcharges  water  into  the  bay. 

On  the  eaftern  lide  of  the  townfhip,  in  the  fertile  tract, 
the  road  paffes  over  a  fmall  ftream,  which  contains  frefh 
water  at  low  tide. 

Jeremiah's  gutter  may  alfo  be  called  a  brook,  though  it 
is  very  narrow,  and  not  more  than  fourteen  rods  in  length. 

As  there  is  little  room  for  thefe  brooks  to  run,  they  are 
neceffarily  formed  on  a  minute  fcale. 

Frelh  ponds  are  not  numerous  in  Eaftham,  there  being 
eight  only.  The  molt  remarkable  are  Great  pond  and 
Long  pond.  Great  pond  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
weftern  more.  A  communication  was  opened  between  it 
and  the  bay,  for  the  purpofe  of  fuffering  alewives  to  pafs 
into  it  :  it  foon  clofed.  A  narrow  neck,  about  forty  feet 
wide,  feparates  it  from  Long  pond  ;  the  diftance  of  which 
from  Mill  pond,  connected  with  the  northern  arm  of  Nau- 
fet  harbour,  is  not  more  than  a  furlong.  Here  thofe  who 
think  it  as  eafy  to  dig  through  the  land,  as  to  mark  a  line 
on  a  map,  will  be  difpofed  to  cut  a  canal  from  the  ocean  to 
the  bay.  As  the  ground  is  generally  low,  the  labour 
would  not  be  great  ;  but  unfortunately  the  canal,  if  made, 
would  not  long  exift. 

The  foil  of  the  townfhip  is  various.  A  large  proportion 
is  fandy  and  barren.*  On  the  weft  fide,  a  beach  extends 
from  the  north  line,  near  a  half  of  a  mile  wide,  till  it  comes 
to  Great  pond,  where  it  ftretches  acrofs  the  townfhip  al- 
moft  to  Town  cove.  This  barren  tracl:,  which  does  not 
now  contain  a  particle  of  vegetable  mould,  formerly  pro- 
duced  wheat.  The  foil  however  was  light.  The  fand  in 
fome  places,  lodging  againft  the  beach  grafs5f  has  been  raif- 
ed  into  hills  fifty  feet  high,  where  twenty-five  years  ago  no 
hills  exifted.  In  others  it  has  filled  up  fmall  vaUies  and 
fwamps.  Where  a  ftrong-rooted  bum.  ftood,  the  appear- 
ance is  fingular  :  a  mafs  of  earth  and  fand  adheres  to  it, 
refembling  a  fmall  tower.  In  feveral  places  rocks,  which 
1  ■"'*  - '  '•' were 

*  See  MafT.  Mag.  Vol.  3.  p.  75. 

t  See  Defcription  of  the  Eaftern  Coaft  of  the  County  of  Barnftable, 
p.  no. 
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were  formerly  covered  with  foil,  are  difclofed  ;  and  being 
lamed  by  the  fand,  driven  againft  them  by  the  wind, 
look  as  if  they  were  recently  dug  from  a  quarry. 

On  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  townfhip,  is  a  trad  of  about 
two  hundred  acres,  equal,  and  by  many  fuppofed  fuperi- 
our,  to  any  land  in  the  county.  Three  cedar  fwamps  on 
the  weft  of  it,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  ftill 
guard  it  in  a  great  meamre  againft  the  irruptions  of  the 
fand.  This  good  land  will  yield,  with  manure,  thirty-five, 
and  fometirhes  forty-five,  bufhels  of  Indian  corn  to  an 
acre,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  bufhels  of  rye. 

North  of  the  fertile  trad  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Eaft> 
ham,  the  land  is  light  and  fandy  ;  but,  except  for  the  dis- 
tance of  a  half  of  a  mile  from  the  bounds  of  Wellfleet,  is 
good  for  the  lower  part  of  the  county.  In  this  part  of 
the  townfhip  the  greateft  quantities  of  corn  are  grown. 

As  very  little  of  the  land  is  good  for  grafs,  the  railing 
of  grain  is  the  principal  bufinefs  to  which  the  farmers  at- 
tend. More  corn  is  produced  than  the  inhabitants  con- 
fume  ;  and  above  a  thoufand  bufhels,  about  half  of  which 
are  fold  in  Wellfleet,  are  annually  fent  to  market.  Five 
and  twenty  years  ago,  three  times  this  quantity  was  ex- 
ported. The  foil  being  free  from  ftones,  a  plough  pafles 
through  it  fpeedily  5  and  after  the  corn  has  come  up,  a 
fmall  Cape  horfe,  fomewhat  larger  than  a  goat,  will,  with 
the  affiftance  of  two  boys,  eafily  hoe  three  or  four  acres 
in  a  day.  Several  farmers  are  accuftomed  to  produce  five 
hundred  bufhels  of  grain  annually;  and  not  long  fince, 
one  of  them  raifed  eight  hundred  bufhels,  on  fixty  acres. 
This,  however,  was  extraordinary,  and  may  never  be  done 
again. 

In  Eaftham  and  in  Orleans  a  little  wheat  and  flax  are 
raifed,  particularly  on  the  beft  land.  The  former  ig  fub« 
jed  to  be  blafted  in  both,  townfhips.  There  is  fufficient 
fait  hay  5  but  very  little  Englifh  hay  is  cut  in  Eaftham. 

Except  a  trad  of  oaks  and  pines,  adjoining  the  fouth 
line  of  Wellfleet,  and  which  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
wide,  no  wood  is  left  in  the  townfhip.  The  forefts  were 
imprudently  cut  down  many  years  ago  ;  and  no  obftacle 
being  oppofed  to  the  fury  of  the  wind,  it  has  already  cov- 
ered with  barrennefs  the  large  trad  above  defcribed,  and 

threatens 
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threatens  the  whole  townfhip  with  deftru&ion.  For  the 
prefent  its  rage  feems  in  fome  degree  to  be  checked  by  en- 
clofures  and  planting  beach  grafs.  Thefe  meafures,  if  per* 
fevered  in,  though  they  may  not  retrieve  the  foil  already 
loft,  will  guard  the  fertile  grounds,  which  ftill  flouriflt 
arnjdft  a  defart  of  fand, 

The  high  land  of  Cape  Cod,  which  begins  at  the  Clay 
pounds  in  Truro*  on  which,  in  the  year  1798,  a  light  houfe 
was  erected,  terminates  a  mile  north  of  Eaftham.  This 
townfhip  is  chiefly  a  plain.  There  are  a  few  rifing  grounds 
and  vallies,  particularly  in  the  fertile  trad.  Moft  of  the 
houfes.,  being  protected  neither  by  hills  nor  woods,  ftand 
in  bleak  and  exp.ofed  fituations, 

The  county  road  from  Harwich  to  Wellileet  pafles  over 
the  barren  fands  ;  and  conveys  to  ftrangers,  who  are  nat- 
urally induced  to  take  this  way,  a  worfe  opinion  of  Eaft- 
ham than  it  defer ves.  Soon  after  entering  on  this  fcene 
of  defolation,  a  road  turns  to  the  right,  and  leads  over  the 
good  land.  Thefe  two  roads  meet  on  the  narrow  neck, 
which  lies  between  Long  pond  and  Mill  pond,  where  again 
they  diverge,  the  road  on  the  right  hand  being  very  good 
for  this  part  of  the  county  ;  but  in  favour  of  the  other 
nothing  can  be  faid,  except  that  it  is  the  fhorteft,  and  that 
it  is  not  as  bad  as  the  roads  of  Wellfleet. 

There  are  at  prefent  in  Eaftham  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  families,  who  inhabit  ninety-nine  dwelling  houfes, 
feven  of  which  only  are  two  ftories  in  height.  The  other 
buildings  are,  befide  barns,  two  windmills,  two  fchool 
houfes,  and  a  meeting  houfe,  which  this  year  has  been  en- 
larged and  repaired. 

There  is  no  village  in  the  townfhip  ;  but  feveral  quar- 
ters of  it  are  diftinguifhed  by  appropriate  appellations. 

The  north-eaft  part  retains  the  ancient  Indian  name, 
Maufet. 

The  north-weft  part,  a  little  north  of  the  centre  of  the 
townfhip,  is  called  Halfponds.  It  receives  its  name  from 
two  fmall  ponds  near  it. 

The  part  weft  of  the  meeting  houfe,  fouth  of  Great  and 
Long  ponds,  and  north  of  Great  meadow,  is  denominated 
Great  Neck  \  which  terminates  in  Mulford's  cliff. 

Three 
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Three  fifhirig  VefTels  only  are  owned  by  the  inhabitants* 
and  three  coafters,  which  in  fummer  bring  lumber  from 
the  diftricl  of  Maine,  and  in  winter  go  to  the  Weft-Indies- 
Not  fo  many  of  the  young  men  are  engaged  in  the  cod- 
fifhery  as  in  other  lower  towns  of  the  county ;  but  a 
number  are  employed  in  the  merchants'  fervice,  and  fail 
from  Bofton. 

Fifh.es  are  the  fame  as  on  other  parts  of  the  coaft.  By 
the  act  of  incorporation,  which  feparated  Orleans  from 
Eaftham,  the  benefits  of  the  fhell-fifhery  are  to  be  mutu- 
ally fliared.  About  a  hundred  barrels  of  clams  for  bait 
are  annually  collected  in  Eaftham. 

The  climate  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  of  oth- 
er parts  of  the  county.     Hyfterick  fits  are  very  common 
in  Orleans,  Eaftham,  and  the  towns  below,  particularly  on 
funday,  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice.     When  one  woman 
is  affected,  five  or  fix  others  generally  fympathize   with 
her  ;    and  the  congregation  is  thrown  into   the   utmoft 
!  confufion.      Several  old   men   fuppofe,  unphilofophically 
and  uncharitably  perhaps,  that  the  will  is  partly  concern- 
!  ed,  and  that  ridicule  and  threats  would  have  a  tendency 
||  to  prevent  the  evil.     Nervous  diforders  and  the  pulmo- 
I  nary  confumption  are  alfo  frequent  in  this  place. 

The  territory  conftituting  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth, 
i  before  the  arrival  of  the  Englifh,  was  poffeffed  by  a  nation 
;  of  Indians  ftyled  the  Wamponoags  or  Pawkunnawkuts.* 
I  The  Indians  in  the  county  of  Barnftable  were  a  diftincl: 
ii  people  ;  but  they  were  fubjecl:  in  fome  refpecls  to  the 
;  chief  fachem  of  the  Wamponoags.  Of  thefe  petty  tribes, 
!|  the  Naufet  Indians  appear  to  have  been  the  rnoft  impor- 
J  tant.  They  dwelt  on  the  land,  which  the  Englifh  after- 
?  wards  fettled  by  the  name  of  Eaftham  ;  and  their  country 
extended  from  NobfcufTet  to  Cape  Cod,  including  Saw- 
I  katucket,    Monamoyick,    Potanumaqutit,    Pononakanit, 

Pamet? 

*  Gookin's  Hift.  Coll.  of  the  Xnd.  in  N.  Eng.  chap.  II.  § .  4.  The 
name  of  this  nation  is  fpelled  in  many  different  manners  :  Packanokik 
and  Puckanokick,  by  Purchas  ;  Pocanaket,  by  Morton,  and  Pockanoo 
ke'tt,  by  his  Continnator  ;  Pacanokik,  by  Prince  ;  and  Pokanocket  by 
Hutchinfon.  A  fimilar  diforder  prevails  in  the  orthography  of  other 
Indian  names. 
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Pamet,  and  Mefliawn.*  The  principal  feats  of  the  Naufet 
Indians  were  at  Namfkeket,  within  the  limits  of  Orleans, 
and  about  the  Cove,  which  divides  this  townfiiip  from 
Eaftham.  At  the  latter  place  fhell  fifh  have  always  been 
plenty  :  food  therefore  could  eafily  be  obtained  in  abun- 
dance.! 

Cape  Cod  being  difcovered  by  Gofnold  in  the  year 
1602,  feveral  Englifh  vefiels  after  this  period  vifited  the 
coaft.  In  1 614,  Capt.  John  Smith,  the  celebrated  naviga- 
tor,! after  touching  at  feveral  places  on  the  coaft  of  New 
England,  embarked  for  London,  and  left  his  Ihip  under  the 
command  of  Thomas  Hunt,  to  load  it  with  nfh  for  Spain. 
After  his  lading  was  completed,  and  he  was  ready  to  fail, 
Hunt,  under  the  pretence  of  trading  with  them,  enticed 
into  the  fhip  twenty  Indians  from  Patuxet,  and  feven  from 
Naufet.  He  feized  on  thefe  unfufpecting  natives,  confined 
them  in  the  hold  of  the  veiTel,  and  carried  them  to  Mala- 
ga ;  where  he  fold  a  number  of  them  for  twenty  pounds  a 
man  ;  and  would  have  difpofed  of  the  whole  in  the  fame 
way,  if  the  monks  of  that  city  had  not  cornpafiionately  in- 
terfered, and  refcued  thofe  who  remained  out  of  his 
hands.  ||  This  atrocious  deed  kindled  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Indians  a  fire  of  hatred,  which  was  not  extinguifhed  dur- 
ing many  years.  All  farther  attempts  at  commerce  with 
them  became  in  a  high  degree  dangerous  ;  and  on  fundry 
occafions  they  exercifed  on  the  Europeans  the  deepeft  re- 
venge. § 

In  1 61 7,  the  country  of  the  Pawkunnawkuts  was  nearly 
depopulated  by  the  Great  Plague.^"  The  Naufet  Indians, 
and  other  tribes  eaft  of  Patuxet,  appear  in  a  great  meafure  \ 
to  have  efcaped  the  peftilence.  In  j 


*  Hutchinfon.  Vol.  1.  p.  459.  ift  edit.     Gookin.  chap.  VIII.  §  2. 

•j-  The  great  numbers  of  broken  fhells  remaining  in  the  neighourhood 
of  this  Cove  prove  that  the  territory  was  formerly  well  fettled  by  the 
Indians. 

t  For  an  entertaining  narrative  of  Capt.  Smith's  romantick  adven- 
tures, fee  Belknap's  Biography,  Vol.  I. 

II   I.  Mather's  Relation  of  Troubles   in  N.  Eng.  p.  2.       Prince's:! 
Annals,  p.  40.     Mourt.  38. 

§  Prince's  Ann.  p.  41,  45,  68.     Belknap's  Biog.  Vol.  II.  p.  21  x. 
I.  Mather's  Relation,  p.  4. 
$  Prince's  Ann.  p.  46. 
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In  the  month  of  November  of  the  year  1620,  the  little 
band  of  adventurers,  who  fettled  the  colony  of  Plymouth, 
arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Cape  Cod.  On  the  6th.  of  De- 
cember they  fent  out  their  fhallop  with  ten  of  their  princi- 
pal men,  and  eight  or  ten  feamen,  to  coaft  round  the  bay, 
that  they  might  difcover  a  proper  place  for  a  fettlement. 
Paffing  by  Pamet  river  and  Billingfgate  point,  they  reach- 
ed the  bottom  of  the  bay  that  night,  and  landed  north  of 
Great  pond  in  Eaftham. 

Having  employed  the  next  day  in  examining  the  coun- 
try, early  in  the  morning  of  the  8th.  of  December,  they 
were  fuddenly  attacked  by  the  Naufet  Indians,  mitigated 
without  doubt  by  the  remembrance  of  Hunt's  perfidy. 
Though  they  were  fuccefsful  in  repelling  the  foe,  they 
thought  it  neceffary  immediately  to  quit  the  coaft  ;  and 
failing  along  the  ihore,  that  night  they  reached  the  harbour 
of  Plymouth.* 

They  heard  nothing  farther  of  the  Naufet  Indians  til!  the 
enfuing  March,  when  they  were  informed  by  Samofet,  the 
firft  native  who  viiited  them,  that  this  tribe  confifted  of  a 
hundred  fighting  men.  A  boy,  John  Billington,  having 
loft  himfelf  in  the  woods,  and  being  conveyed  to  Naufet, 
an  opportunity  was  afforded  of  making  peace  with  the  In- 
dians of  this  place.  Accordingly  ten  men  were  fent  by 
Governour  Bradford,  about  the  end  of  July,  1621,  to 
recover  the  boy.  They  failed  firft  to  the  harbour  of 
Cummaquid,  where  they  were  hofpitably  entertained  by 
Iyanough,  the  fachem.  Thence  they  proceeded  to  Naufet;, 
lyanough  and  two  of  his  men  accompanying  them.  The 
defign  of  the  ernbaffy  being  made  known  to  Afpinet,  the 
chief  fachem,  the  boy  was  reftored  and  a  peace  concluded.! 
MafafToit,  the  fachem  of  the  Wamponoags,  having,  in 
September,  acknowledged  the  king  of  England  to  be  his 
mafter,  the  fachems  of  Naufet,  Pamet,  and  Cummaquid, 
who  were  in  fubjection  to  -him,  fubmitted  aifo  to  the  fame 
authority.J 

After 

*  Prince's  Annals,  p.  76 — 78.     Morton's  Memorial,  p.  24-— 28.    Bel- 
knap's Biog.  Vol.  II.  Life  of  Carver. 

f  Prince's  Annals,  p.  107,  108.     Mauru  $?, 
%  Prince's  Ann.  p.  112. 
X  {VQi  viii.j 
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After  this  a  friendly  intercourfe  was  maintained,  for 
more  than  a  year,  between  the  Englifli  at  Plymouth  and 
the  Indians  of  Naufet.  Supplies  of  corn  and  beans  were 
obtained  of  thefe  natives  by  the  colonifts,  who,  in  the 
fummer  of  1622,  were  reduced  almoft  to  a  ftate  of  famine,* 
Trade  was  carried  on  between  the  two  parties  with  fair- 
nefs  and  honour  ;  and  the  perfons  employed  in  the 
bufinefs  were  treated  by  the  Indiams  with  refpecl  and 
kindnefs.f 

But  in  the  fpring  of  1623,  the  colonifts  received  infor- 
mation from  Mafafloit,  who  continued  faithful  to  them, 
that  there  was  a  confpiracy  among  the  Indians,  in  which 
the  fachems  of  Naufet  and  Pamet  had  joined,  to  extirpate 
the- Englifli.  In  confequence  of  this  intelligence,  Capt. 
Standifli  was  difpatched  to  the  bay  of  Maflachufetts, 
where  he  put  to  death  the  principal  confpirators.  This 
prompt  execution  fo  terrified  the  reft  of  the  natives^ 
that  they  abandoned  their  houfes,  and  concealed  themfelves 
in  fwamps  ;  where  they  contracted  difeafes,  by  which 
many  of  them  miferably  perifhed.  Among  others,  who 
fell  victims  to  their  fears,  was  Afpinet,  the  fachem  of 
Naufet,  and  Iyanough,  the  courteous  fachem  of  Cumma- 
quid  4 

By  thefe  difafters  the  Naufet  Indians  were  reduced  and 
humbled.  They  probably  foon  returned,  however,  to 
an  amicable  correspondence  with  the  Englifli  ;  for  lefs 
than  four  years  after  the  confpiracy,  we  find  them  again 
kindly  affifting  the  Englifli  and  felling  them  corn.|| 

Though  the  Englifli  had  fettled  eight  towns  in  the  colo- 
ny of  Plymouth  during  the  firft  twenty  years  ;  yet  no  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  begin  a  plantation  in  Naufet.  In 
the  year  1640,  "  the  purchafers  or  old  comers"  of  Ply- 
mouth colony  obtained  of  the  court  the  grant  of  a  tract  of 
land,  from  the  bounds  of  Yarmouth  three-  miles  to  the 
eaftward  of  Namfkeket,  and  acrofs  the  neck  from  fea  to 

fea. 

*  Prince's  Ann.  p.   118.     Winflow.   16. 

f  Prince's   Ann.    p.     124.       Belknap's    Biog.    Vol.    II.    p.    2:2$. 

Winflow.  27. 

\  Prince's  Ann.  p.  129 — 133.  Belknap's  Biog.  Vol.  II.  p.  230* 
231.     Winflow.  49,  59,  66. 

|]  Prince's  Ann.  p.  164. 
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fta.*     But  no  immediate  ufe  was  made  of  it,  nor  was  any 
townfhip  begun. 

Three  years  after  this  grant,  1 643,  feveral  members  of  the 
church  of  Plymouth  became  dilfatisfied  with  their  iituation. 
Notwithftanding  the  favourable  opinion  which  the  colon- 
ifts  had  firft  conceived  of  the  place,!  they  difcovered  in  a 
few  years,  that  they  Lad  built  their  town  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  one  of  the  moft  barren  parts  of  New  England. 
The  fpots  of  good  land  are  finall,  and  few  in  number  ; 
and  plains  and  hills  of  fand  furround  the  harbour,  and 
extend  to  a  diftanoe  from  it  into  the  country,  rendering 
it  improbable  that  Plymouth  could  ever  be  raifed  into  a 
flourifliing  and  opulent  capital.  Many  perfons  had  already 
left  the  town  ;  and  at  this  time  fundry  refpe&able  mem- 
bers  requefting  a  difmiflion,  the  church  began  ferioufly 
to  reflecl:,  whether  it  was  not  better  to  remove  in  a  body 
jto  another  place,  than  thus  to  be  weakened  and  infenfibly 
(diflblved. 

Many  meetings  of  the  church  were  held  on  the  fubjecl:  ; 
and  there  was  a  great  diverfity  of  fentiments  among  the 
members.  Some  were  for  Hill  remaining  together  in  Ply- 
mouth, alleging  that  they  could  live  there  very  well,  pro- 
vided they  would  be  contented  with  their  iituation  ;  and 
that  not  the  fear  of  poverty,  but  the  defire  of  enriching 
themfelves,  was  the  motive  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  depart. 
Others  were  determined  to  remove,  declaring  that  if  the 
whole  church  would  not  ga9  they  would  go  by  themfelves. 
The  members  of  the  church,  notwithftanding  this  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  felt  mutually  the  affection  of  brethren  ; 
&nd  were  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  the  fociety  and 
friendfhip  of  each  other.  At  length,  therefore,  thofe  who 
preferred  flaying  in  Plymouth  yielded  to  the  fentiment  of 
the  others  ;  and  a  removal  was  univerfally  agreed  to,  on 
1  the  condition  that  they  could  find  a  place,  which  would 
conveniently  receive  the  whole  church,  with  the  addition 
of  fuch  perfons  as  might  hereafter  join  them. 

This  being  refolved,  feveral  places  were  propofed,  and 
among  others  Naufet,  which  the  Governour,  Mr.  Brad- 
ford, 

*  Hazard's  Coll.  Vol.  I.  p.  466.     Plym.  Col.  Records.  Lib.  tit 
Fol.  276. 

t  See  Mourt's  Relation.  23. 
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ford,  apprehended  would  be  a  commodious  fituation,  he 
having  had  occafion  once  or  twice  to  vifit  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  having  found  here  a  tract  of  fertile  land, 
which  had  alfo  been  commended  by  others  as  a  rich  foil.* 

The  church  acceding  to  the  proposition  of  the  Governour, 
a  committee  was  chofen  and  fent  to  Naufet  on  difcoveryo 
They  took,  however,  a  fuperficial  view  only  of  the  place  ; 
and  hence  fuppofed  that  it  was  larger  than  it  afterwards 
proved  to  be.  After  their  return  to  Plymouth,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  knowing  that  "  the  purchafers  or  old 
(comers"  had  a  grant  of  lands  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
thought  it  neceffary  to  apply  to  them  for  their  confent  ; 
which  being  obtained,  it  was  concluded  by  the  church  to 
fend  a  number  of  perfons  to  make  a  more  complete  dif- 
covery  and  furvey  of  Naufet,  and  alfo  to  purchafe  the  foil 
of  the  natives.     This  was  in  June,  1644. 

Accordingly  a  committee,  coniifting  of  Thomas  Prince, 
John  Doane,  Nicholas  Snow,  Jofias  Cook,  Richard  Higgins, 
John  Smalley,  and  Edward  Bangs,  who  were  the  firft  fet- 
tlers  of  Eaftham,  with  the  addition  of  the  Governour  and 
many  other  members  of  the  ^church,  was  chofen,  and  fent 
on  a  fecond  difcovery.  Tnefe  perfons  having  proceeded 
to  Naufet,  and  made  an  accurate  furvey  of  the  place, 
judged  that  it  was  not  capable  of  containing  more  than 
twenty  pr  twenty-five  families  ;  and  confequently  that  it 
was  not  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  whole  church, 
much  lefs  to  afford  room  for  future  increafe.  They 
thought  proper,  however,  to  purchafe  the  foil  of  the  na- 
tives ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  lands,  which  were  then  bought,  were  as  follows  : 
A  tract  of  land  called  Pochet,  with  two  iilands  lying  before 
Potanumaquut,  with  a  beach  and  fmall  iiland  upon  it  ; 
alfo  all  the  land  called  Namfkeket,  extending  northward 
to  the  bounds  jjaf  the  territory  belonging  to  George,  the 
fachem,  excepting  a  fmall  iflandf  which  was  purchafed 
afterwards.  Thefe  tracts  were  bought  of  the  fachem  of 
Monamoyick,  Mattaquafon,  who  laid  claim  to  them.  Of 
George,  the  fachem,  probably  the  immediate  fucceffor  of 

Afpinet, 

:*  See  Morton's  Mem.  p.  34.  edit.  1721. 
f  Pochet  illando 
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Afpinet,  they  bought  at  the  fame  time  all  the  lands  belong* 
ing  to  him  ;  extending  northward  from  the  bounds  of 
the  territory  claimed  by  Mattaquafon,  excepting  a  fmall 
neck  of  land  lying  by  the  harbour  on  the  eaii  fide  of  the 
tract ;  which  neck  of  land  the  Englifh  ftipulated  to  fence  j 
that  the  Indians  might  ufe  it  as  a  cornfield.  It  was  alio 
agreed  between  the  Englifh  and  Indians,  that  fuch  of 
them  as  were  the  natural  inhabitants  of  the  place  mould 
have  liberty  to  get  fhell  fifli  in  the  cove  -,  and  Kkewife 
that  they  mould  have  a  part  of  the  blubber,  which  mould 
be  driven  on  fhore,  the  proportion  to  be  determined  by 
the  Englifh.  At  this  time  it  was  demanded,  who  laid 
claim  to  Rillingfgate,  which  was  underftood  to  be  all  the 
land  in  the  bay,  north  of  the  territory  purchafed  of 
George,  the  fachem.  The  anfwer  was,  There  was  not  any 
who  owned  it.  Then  faid  the  committee,  That  land  is 
purs.     The  Indians  anfwered,  It  was. 

The  committee,  having  completed  the  bufinefs,  returned 
to  Plymouth,  and  made  report  to  the  church  ;  who,  judg* 
ing  that  Naufet  was  not  only  too  fmall  to  receive  the 
whole  body,  but  alfo  too  remote  from  the  centre  of  the 
colony  to  be  a  fit  place  for  the  metropolis  of  the  govern- 
ment, determined  not  to  remove,  Liberty,  however, 
was  given  to  thofe,  who  chofe  to  go,  to  begin  the  planta- 
tion, they  agreeing  to  pay  for  the  purchafe,  which  at  firft 
was  made  in  the  name  of  the  whole  church.* 

In  the  mean  time  a  grant  was  obtained  of  the  colony 
court  in  the  following  words  ; 

1644.  ^  The  court  doth  grant  unto  the  church  of 
New  Plymouth,  or  thofe  that  go  to  dwell  at  Naufet,  all 
the  tracl:  of  land  lying  between  fea  and  fea,  from  the 
purchafers  bounds  at  Namikeket,  to  the  Herring  brook 
at  Billingfgate,  with  faid  Herring  brook,  and  all  the  mead- 
ows on  both  fides  the  faid  brook,  with  the  great  bafs 
pond  there,  and  all  meadows  and  iflands  lying  within  the 
&id  tracV't 

This  grant  included  the  prefent  townfhips  of  Eaftham, 
Wellfieet,  and  Orleans.  It  extended  fouth  to  Monamo- 
yick 

*  Plym.  Col.  Rec.  Lib.  III.  Fol.  276. 
f  Plym.  Col.  Req.  Lib.  II.  Fol.  112. 
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yick  bay,  or  the  Eaftern  harbour,  or  Great  harbour,  as 
it  was  then  fometimes  called.  At  one  end  it  was  bounded 
by  the  "  lands  belonging  to  the  purchafers  or  old  comers," 
afterwards  fettled  by  the  name  of  Harwich*  ;  and  at  the 
other,  by  lands  which  were  afterwards  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  Truro  ;  being  in  length  about  fifteen  miles. 

Thomas  Prince,  and  the  others  above  named,  having 
obtained  poffeffion  of  the  grant  and  the  right  of  property, 
removed  immediately  to  Naufet,  and  began  to  fettle  the 
townfhip.f  Thefe  perfons  are  faid  to  have  been  among 
the  moft  refpectable  inhabitants  of  Plymouth.  The  church 
regretted  their  departure,  viewing  herfelf  as  a  mother 
grov/n  old  and  forfaken  by  her  children,  though  not  in 
their  affections,  yet  in  their  company  and  perfonal  affift- 
ance.J  But  however  the  emigration  might  be  lamented 
at  that  time,  it  was  productive  of  great  good  to  the  col- 
ony ;  as,  whilft  it  did  not  effentially  injure  the  church  of 
Plymouth,  which  foon  fupplied  with  other  members  the 
lofs  which  it  had  fuftained,  it  eventually  led  to  the  fettle- 
ment  of  all  the  lower  part  of  the  county  of  Barnftable  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  the  Indians  there,  ftill  from  their 
numbers  a  formidable  body,  were  overawed  and  their 
good  will  obtained  ;  and  they  were  prevented  from  join- 
ing in  any  hoftile  attempts  againft  the  Englifh  in  the  wars 
which  afterwards  enlued. 

Of  the  firft  planters  of  Naufet,  Thomas  Prince  was  the 
leader.  This  gentleman  was  born  in  England,  and  came 
to  America  in  the  fhip  Fortune,  which  arrived  at  Plym- 
outh, November,  162 1, j|  being  then  in  the  twenty-fecond 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  firft  chofen  governour  of  the 
colony  in  the  year  1634  ;  but  Governour  Bradford  being 
re-elected  the  next  year,  Mr.  Prince  was  appointed  an  af- 
fiftant.  He  continued  in  this  office,  except  in  the  year 
1638,  when  he  was  a  fecond  time  chofen  governour,  till 
the  death  of  Mr.  Bradford,  in  1657.5  At  this  period  a 
______  difpofition. 

*  Plym.  Col.  Rec  A.  D.  1654.     MafT.  Aels  and  Laws.  A.  D.  1694. 

f  Morton's  Mem.  p.  159. 

%  Cotton's  Account  of  the  Church  in  Plym.  in  Coll.  of  Hift.  Soc. 
Vol.  IV.  p.  112,  113.     Plym.  Col.  Rec.  Lib.  III.  Fol.  276. 

||   Prince  Ann.  p.  114. 

§  Morton's  Mem.  p.  123 — 183, 
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difpofition  prevailed  in  the  colony  to  difcotintenance  the 
regular  minifters,  by  fetting  up  the  gifts  of  private  breth- 
ren in  oppofition  to  them.    The  friends  of  learning  thought 
that  no  method  would  be  more  effectual  in  preventing  the 
churches  from  being  overwhelmed  with  ignorance,  than  the 
election  of  Mr.  Prince  to  the  office  of  governour  5  and  this 
point  being  gained,  the  adverfe  party  from  that  time  funk 
into  confuiion.     On  this  occaiion  he  left  Eaflham  and  re- 
turned to  Plymouth,  where  he  r elided  till  his  death,  which 
took  place  March  29th.  1673,  in  the  feventy-thkd  year  of 
his  age,  after  he  had  ferved  his  country  in  the  office  of  gov- 
ernour eighteen  years.     His   death  was  much  lamented,, 
and  his  body  honourably  buried  at  Plymouth,  the  eighth 
of  April  following.     He  was  a  man  of  great  worth  and 
piety  ;  eminently  qualified  in  an  infant  colony  for  the  of- 
fice of  governour,  the  duties  of  which  he  faithfully  and 
confcientioufly  difcharged  -f  ftudious  of  peace,  a  well-wiih- 
er  to  all  who  feared  God,  and  a  terrour  to  the  wicked  % 
rigid  however  in  his  religious  opinions,  and  a  zealous  op- 
pofer  of  thofe  whom  he  thought  hereticks,  particularly  of 
the  Quakers,  who  "  placed  their  juftification  upon  their 
patience  and  fuffering  for   their  opinions,  and  on   their 
righteous  life."     Mr.  Prince  was  in  particular  diftinguifh- 
ed  for  his  integrity.     As  a  fnagiftrate  he  fo  fcrupuioufly 
rejected  every  thing  which  had  even  the  appearance  of  a 
bribe,  that  if  any  perfon,  who  had  a  caufe  at  court,  fent 
a  prefent  to  his  family  during  his  abfence,  on  hearing  of 
it,  he  immediately  returned  the  value  of  it  in  money. 
His  natural  abilities  were  good,  but  they  were  not  much 
improved  by  education  ;    the  want  of  which  he  duly  felt, 
and  this  led  to  encourage  learning  to  the  utmofi  of  his 
power.     It  was  he,  who,  in  oppofition  to  the  clamours  of 
the  ignorant  and  felfifli,  procured  revenues  for  the  fup- 
port  of  grammar  fchools  in  the  colony.*     Mr.  Prince  was 
twice  married.f     One  of  his  defendants  was  the  learned 
and  accurate  author  of  the  Annals  of  New  England,  which 
have  preferved  many  valuable  materials  of  the  early  hif- 
tory 


:, 


*  Plym.  Col.  Rec,  A.  D,  1673.     Morton's  Mem.  p.  183,  190,  191, 
197,  198,  244.     Mather's  Magnal.  Book  II.  chap.  II.  §  2. 

f  Prince's  Ann.  p.  150.     MS.  in  poiFefllon  of  the  writer  of  this 
article. 
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tory  of  the  colonies,  which  but  for  the  labours  of  their 
induftrious  author  would  have  been  irretrievably  loft* 
Pofterity,  to  whom  the  principles,  feelings,  habits,  and 
fufferings  of  the  planters  of  New  England  will  be  intereft-* 
ing  objects  of  contemplation,  will  lament  that  the  neglect 
of  the  contemporaries  of  this  gentleman  prevented  him 
from  bringing  his  work  to  a  conclufion. 

Next  in  rank  to  Mr.  Prince,  among  the  planters  of 
Naufet,  was  John  Doane*  This  gentleman  came  early 
to  New  England,  and  was  chofcn  affiftant  in  the  year 
1633.*  Before  his  removal  he  was  a  deacon  of  the  church 
of  Plymouth.f  His  pofterity  have  principally  remained 
within  the  ancient  limits  of  Eaflham  ;  and  feveral  of  them 
have  been  men  of  refpe&abie  characters  both  in  former 
and  later  times.  J 

Of  the  other  planters  of  Naufet  little  is  now  known, 
Edward  Bangs  and  Nicholas  Snow||  came  to  New  England 
in  the  fhip  Anne,  which  arrived  at  Plymouth  July,  1623.5 
The  defcendants  of  the  former  are  chiefly  to  be  found  in 
Harwich  ;  the  numerous  pofterity  of  the  latter  in  Har- 
wich, Truro,  and  within  the  ancient  limits  of  Eaflham* 
Richard  Higgins  alfo  came  to  Plymouth  not  many  years 
after  that  town  began,  as  his  name  appears  on  the  lift  of 
freemen  in  the  year  1633.^  There  are  more  families  of 
this  name  in  the  county  of  Barnftable  than  of  any  other, 
except  that  of  Smith  ;  and  nearly  the  whole  of  them  live 
in  Eaftham,  Orleans,  and  Wellfleet.  Defcendants  of  Cook 
and  Smalley  remain  in  the  county  ;  but  they  are  not  nu- 
merous. At  what  time  thefe  two  perfons  came  to  New 
England  is  unknown.  Francis,  John,  and  Jacob  Cook 
were  among  the  early  fettlers  of  the  colony* *  ;  Jofias 
Cook  might  be  the  fon  of  one  of  them. 

Thefe  perfons  having  feated  themfelves  in  Naufet,  from 

time 


*  Plym.  Col.  Rec.  1633.     In  Morton's  Mem.  p.  iao,  by  an  errour 
of  the  prefs,  the  name  is  Dove. 

t  Cotton's  Ace.  of  the  Ch.  in  Plym. 

X  Rec.  of  Ma£  A.  D.  1693,  1759,  I77°>  &c* 

II  Plym.  Col.  Rec. 

§  Prince's  Ann.  p.   139. 

f  Plym.  Col.  Records. 

**  Plym.  Col.  Rec.  A.D.  1633. 
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time  to  time  admitted  others  to  join  them.  In  the  year 
1 646,  they  had  gained  fuch  an  acceflion  of  numbers,  that 
they  thought  proper  to  apply  to  the  colony  court  for  an 
a£  of  incorporation.  This  was  obtained,  and  is  in  the  fok 
lowing  words. 

1 646.  June  id.  "  Naufet  is  granted  to  be  a  townihip, 
and  to  have  all  the  privileges  of  a  townfliip,  as  other  towns 
within  the  government  have." 

The  inhabitants  of  Eaftham  foon  experienced  the  incon- 
venience of  having  the  natives  at  both  ends  of  their  town* 
fhip.  They  accordingly  came  to  a  compoiition  with  the 
Indians,  who  had  been  the  fubjedls  of  George,  the  fachem, 
he  being  now  dead,  refpe&ing  the  neck  of  land  lying  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  For  this  tract  they  paid  a  valu- 
able conlideration,  and  allowed  the  Indians  befides  a  piece 
of  land  at  Gefquoquafet,*  which  they  were  to  enclofe 
themfelves. 

Not  long  after  this  they  purchafed  the  fertile  ifland  of 
Pochet,  which  in  the  firil  fale  had  been  referved  by  Matta« 
quafon  to  the  Indians.  They  held  the  lands  in  Billingfgate 
many  years,  without  paying  any  thing  for  them.  But 
about  the  year  1666,  appeared  an  Indian,  who  ftyled  him- 
felf  Lieutenant  Anthony,  and  laid  claim  to  them.  Of 
him  therefore  they  bought  the  trad,  extending  from  the 
northern  limits  of  Naufet,  to  a  little  brook  named  by  the 
Indians  Sapokonifk,  and  by  the  Englifh  Bound  brook? 
Anthony  referving  to  himfelf  a  fmali  neck,  called  Tut- 
tomneft.f 

Twelve  years  before  the  claims  of  the  Indians  were  fully 
fatisfied,  the  line  between  Eaftham  and  the  lands  belonging 
to  "  the  purchafers  or  old  comers"  was  fettled.  It  was 
then  determined  by  the  colony  court,  that  the  line  fhoulci 
begin  at  the  river  of  Namikeket,  and  extend  to  the  Eaftern 
harbour.* 

The  planters  of  Eaftham  having  obtained  poiTelilon  of 
the  townihip,  both  by  act  of  the  legiflature  and  by  pur- 

chafe 

*~The  writer  has  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  fituation  of  this  land. 

t  Plym.  CoL  Rec.  Lib.  III.  Fol.  276.  Indian  Deed  to  Thomas 
Prince,  &c.  9th.  of  Nov.M 666,  in  Plym.  Col.  Rec.  A.  0.-1673, 

*  Plym.  Col.  Rec.  A.  D.  1654, 
Y  [Vol.  tiii.] 
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chafe  from  the  natives,  proceeded  to  cultivate  their  lands* 
A  church  was  gathered  foon  after  their  arrival  t  ;  but  the 
inhabitants  were  not  fufficiently  numerous  to  fupport  a 
minifter  of  religion  till  the  year  1672,  when  the  Reverend 
Samuel  Treat  was  ordained.  J  This  gentleman  is  entitled 
to  a  diftinguifhed  rank  among  the  evangelifts  of  New  Eng- 
land ;  and  by  his  zeal  and  labours,  he  not  only  converted 
many  of  the  Indians  to  the  faith  which  he  embraced,  but 
he  was  alfo  the  happy  inftrument  of  reducing  them  to  a 
ftate  of  order  and  civilization. 

The'excellent  Mr.  Eliot  was,  however,  the  firft  mover  m 
this  benevolent  work  ;  and  to  him  the  higheft  praife  is; 
juftiy  due.  After  converting  the  Indians  in  his  neighbour- 
hood, he  travelled  into  the  colony  of  Plymouth,  and 
preached  to  the  natives  there.  Not  fatisfied  with  this  ex- 
ertion, he  wrote  letters  to  fever al  perfons  of  learning  and 
piety,  urging  them  to  accomplrfh  themfelves  for  the  under- 
taking. His  example  and  exhortations  made  fuch  an  irn- 
preffion  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Richard  Bourne  of  Sandwich, 
that  he  entered  on  the  fervice  with  activity  and  ardour* 
Having  firft  obtained  a  competent  knowledge  of  their  Ian- 
guage,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  Indians,  who  lived 
fouthward  and  eaftward  of  him.  His  labours  were  crown- 
ed with  fuccefs  ;  and  many  of  them  were  converted  to  the 
faith,  and  feveral  of  them  were  taught  to  read  and  write.* 
There  is  extant  a  letter  written  by  him  to  Mr.  Gookin  m 
the  year  1674  ;.  and  it  appears  from  it,  that  there  were 
then,  in  the  feveral  villages  below  Sandwich,  above  three 
hundred  Indians,  who  met  together  on  the  Lord's  day  to 
worfhip  God.  In  this  letter  the  name  of  Mr.  Treat,  and 
of  the  other  fettled  minifters  in  the  county,  is  not  men- 
tioned. Probably  none  of  them  had  yet  begun  to  imitate 
the  laudable  example  of  Mr.  Bourne. 

Mr.  Treat,  however,  foon  after  engaged  with  earned- 
nefs  in  the  buflnefs,  and  profecuted  it  with  zeal  during  a 

great 

f  Mather's  Magnal.  B.  II.  chap.  11.   §2.     Cotton's  Ace.  of  Ch.  in 

Plym. 

X  Infcription  on  the  grave  ftone  of  Mr.  Treat. 

*  Coll.  of  Hift.  Soc.  Vol.  III.  p.  1894     Gookin's  Hift.  Coll  chap- 
V.  §  5.  and  chap.  VIII.  §  i%-z. 
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great  number  of  years.*  In  1685,  when  an  account  of 
the  praying  Indians  in  the  colony  of  Plymouth  was  trans- 
mitted to  England  by  Govern  our  Hinkley,  it  was  found 
tjiat  they  amounted  to  five  hundred  men  and  women, 
within  the  limits  of  Mr.  Treat's  parifh,  befide  boys  and 
girls,  who  were  fuppoied  to  be  more  than  three  times  that 
number.f 

Eight  years  after  this  period,  at  the  requeil  of  Dr.  I. 
Mather,  he  wrote  a  letter,  which,  as  it  contains  valuable 
information,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  entire. 

"  Reverend  and  worthy  Sir, 

*<  I  being  advertifed,  that  it  would  not  be  unfeafonable 
or  unferviceable  at  this  juncture  to  give  yourfelf  a  true 
and  impartial  account,  both  of  the  number,  as  alfo  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  our  Indians,  and  acceptation  and  enter- 
tainment of  the  gofpel  among  them,  and  their  profeffed  fub* 
jeclion  thereunto  ;  wherefore,  Sir,  you  may  be  affured  as 
followeth. 

"  That  there  are  five  hundred  and  five  adult  J  perfons 
of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  our  townlhip,  unto  whom, 
thefe  many  years  pail,  I  have,  from  time  to  time,  imparted 
the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  their  own  language, 
and  I  truly  hope  not  without  fuccefs  ;  and  yet  I  continue 
in  the  fame  fervice,  earneflly  imploring,  and  not  without 
hopes  expecting  and  waiting  for,  a  more  plentiful  down 
pouring  of  the  fpirit  from  on  high  among  them.  And  I 
verily  do  not  know  of,  nor  can  I  learn,  that  there  is  fo 
much  as  one  of  thefe  five  hundred  Indians,  that  does  ob- 
ftinately  abfent  from,  but  do  jointly  frequent  and  attend 
on  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  countenance  the  fame ; 
not  only  frequenting  and  attending  feafons  of  worfliip  of 
a  divine  fanclion,  but  alfo  other  occafional  opportunities, 
when  the  gofpel  is  difpenfed  to  them  ;  and  when  our  con- 
gregations folemnize  publick  days  of  prayer,  with  fafting, 
or  of  praifes,  I  ufually  giving  them  advertifement  thereof, 
they 

*  Infcription  on  Mr.  Treat's  grave  ftone.  See  alfo  his  letter  to  Dr. 
I.  Mather. 

f  Hutch.  Hift.  Vol.  I.  p.  349. 

%  Mr.  T.  probably  wrote  50O;  and  the  printer  aniftook  the  fecoad 
cypher  for  a  5. 
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they  readily  comply  therewith  in  their  refpe&ive  affem* 
blies. 

"  They  have  four  diftind  affemblies,  in  four  villages,  be* 
longing  to  our  townlhip  \  in  which  four  affemblies  they 
have  four  teachers,  of  their  own  choice,  of  the  more  fo- 
ber,  well  affected,  and  underftanding  perfons  among  them  ; 
who  do  duly  preach  to  them,  when  I  am  not  with  them. 
Thefe  Indian  teachers  repair  to  my  houfe  once  a  week,  to 
be  further  inftructedj,  fro  modulo  ?neo,  in  the  concernments 
proper  for  their  fervice  and  ftation. 

"  There  are  in  the  four  abovefaid  villages  four  fchook 
matters,  of  the  befl  accomplifhed  for  that  fervice,  who 
teach  their  youth  to  read  and  write  their  own  language. 

"  There  are  alfo  fix  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  magiftrates, 
In  the  four  abovefaid  villages,  who  regulate  their  civil  af- 
fairs, and  puniih  criminals  and  tranfgreffors  of  the  civil 
law.  They  have  their  ftated  courts,  and  other  inferiour 
officers,  in  a  fubferviency  to  their  civil  eupolituefthau 

"  There  are  among  them  many  of  a  ferious,  fober,  civ- 
ilized converfation  and  deportment,  who  are  making  ef- 
fays  towards  a  further  progreiiive  ftep  of  obedience  and 
conformity  to  the  rules  of  the  gofpel,  viz.  an  ecclefiaftical 
combination,  having  a  great  deiire  to  be  baptized. 

cc  They  are  very  ferviceable,  by  their  labour,  to  the 
Engliih  vicinity  ;  and  have,  all  along,  fince  our  wars  with 
their  nation,  been  very  friendly  to  the  Englifh,  and  for- 
ward to  ferve  them  in  that  quarrel  :  Their  deportment, 
and  converfe,  and  garb,  being  more  manly  and  laudable 
than  any  other  Indians,  that  I  have  obferved  in  the 
province. 

"  But,  Sir,  I  would  not  be  tedious  :  only  craving  your 
intereft  at  the  throne  of  grace  for  us,  that  we  may  be  fer- 
viceable to  the  name  and  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jefus  :  fa 
I  fubfcribe. 

Sir,  yours  willingly. 


Samuel  Treat.* 


Eaftham,  Aug.  23d.  1693. 

Rev.  Increafe  Mather,  Pres.  of  the  College.5 


It 
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It  is  remarkable  that  Mr,  Treat  in  this  letter  eftimates 
the  adult  praying  Indians  under  his  paftoral  care  at  about 
five  hundred  \  which  number  agreeing  with  the  enumera- 
tion of  Governour  Hinkley,  it  is  probable  that  he  had  not 
taken  the  trouble  to  make  a  new  cenfus,  fuppofing  that 
no  material  alteration  had  happened  in  eight  years.  But 
that  the  number  of  his   Indians   had   diminifhed.  either 

I  before  or  not  long  after  the  year  1693,  appears  from  the 
Report  of  Grindal  Rawfon  and  Samuel  Danforth.f     Thefe 

I  gentlemen,  being  directed  by  the  commiffioners  for  the 

I  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  New  England  to  examine 
the  flate  of  the  praying  Indians  in  Maffachufetts,  in  the 
fummer  of  1698,  viiited  all  their  plantations  in  the  prov* 

I  ince.     Though  they  were  informed  at  Eaftham  by  Mr. 

!  Treat,  that  the  number  of  Indians  under  his  care  was  Hill 
five  hundred  \    yet  their  own  obfervation  did  not  confirm 

I  this  account. 

At  Potanumaquut,  the  firft  village,  they  found  twenty- 

( two  families  and  two  fchoolmafters,  one  of  whom,  Thomas 
Cofhaumag,  was  the  preacher.  The  rulers  or  magiftrates 
were  William  Stockman,  alias  Quequaquonchet,  and 
Lawrence  JeofFryes. 

At  Eaftharbour  and  Billingfgate,  that  is  Mefhawn  and 
Punonakanit,*  were  about  twenty  houfes,  in  fome  of 
which  were  two  families.  Daniel  Munfhe  was  the  preach- 
er, and  Daniel  Samuel  the  ruler. 

At  Monamoyick  were  fourteen  houfes  ;  John  Cofens 
the  preacher  and  fchoolmafter,  and  the  rulers  John  Quafaa 
and  Menekifh. 

At  Saukatucket  were  fourteen  families,  to  whom  Ma* 
naifeh  was  the  preacher  and  Joihua  Shauntain  the  ruler. 

In  this  Report  there  are  four  Indian  villages,  four 
preachers,  and  fix  magiilrates,  as  Mr.  Treat  reprefents  in 
his  letter,  but  not  more  than  ninety  families,  making  the 
moil  liberal  eftimate  for  the  two  villages  in  which  the 
number  of  the  houfes  only  is  given.  Suppofing  therefore 
that  there  were  fix  perfons  to  a  family,  a  large  allowance 
for  Indian  population,  the  number  of  men,  women,  and 

children 

f  Appendix  to  Noyes's  Eledtfon  Sermon,  16*98,  p.  9$. 
*  See  Gookia's  Hift.  Coll.  chap.  VJH;  $  <$ 
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children  could  not  have  been  more  than  five  hundred  and 
forty.  Of  this  number  lefs  than  four  hundred  muft  have 
been  adults.  Mr.  Treat,  as  may  be  concluded  from  the 
well  known  integrity  of  his  mind,  without  doubt  honeftly 
intended  to  give  a  true  account  ;  but  he  had  not  yet 
learned  that  an  enumeration  of  Indians  made  in  paft  years 
is  not  to  be  depended  on,  as  their  numbers  are  continu- 
ally leffening. 

Mr.  Treat,  as  he  informs  Dr.  Mather,  preached  to  the 
Indians  in  their  own  language.  He  had  made  himfelf  fo 
perfectly  acquainted  with  their  barbarous  dialed,  that  he 
was  able  to  fpeak,  and  to  write  it  with  great  facility. 
Once  in  a  month  he  preached  in  the  feveral  villages.  At 
other  times  the  Indian  teachers  read  to  their  congrega- 
tions the  fermons,  which  he  had  written  for  them,  they 
not  being  permitted  to  deliver  compoiitions  of  their  own. 
In  addition  to  thefe  weekly  talks,  he  was  at  the  pains  to 
tranilate  the  Confefiion  of  Faith  into  the  Naufet  language, 
for  the  edification  of  his  converts.  The  book  was  printed, 
and  many  years  ago  was  in  the  poffeffion  of  one  of  his 
grand-daughters.*  As  he  conceived  that  it  would  not  be 
in  his  power  to  make  much  impreffion  on  the  minds  of 
the  Indians,  unlefs  he  gained  their  good  will,  he  exerted 
himfelf  to  fecure  their  affections.  Befide  treating  them 
on  all  occafions  with  affability  and  kindnefs,  he  frequently 
vifited  them  at  their  wigwams,  and  with  cheerfulnefs 
joined  in  their  feftivals.  The  confequence  was,  that  the 
Indians,  won  by  his  engaging  manners,  venerated  him 
as  a  paflor,  and  loved  him  as  a  father.  Attentive  to  his 
comfort  or  necefhties,  they  performed  for  him  a  great 
deal  of  labour,  for  which  they  would  not  accept  any 
compenfation  ;  and  on  fundry  occa^ons  they  made  him 
valuable  prefents,  as  teftimonies  of  their  homage  and 
regard. 

But  neither  his  prayers,  nor  his  zeal  in  reforming  and 
civilizing  them,  nor  the  benevolent  exertions  of  his  wor- 
thy coadjutors,  could  fave  them  from  deftruction.  A 
blafting  wind  appeared  to  have  fmitten  the  Indians,  as 
foon  as  the  Englifh  took  poiTeffion  of  their  country  : 
they  withered  and  died.  Several  years  before  the  min- 
iftry  of  Mr.  Treat  was  clofed,  a  fatal  difeafe,  fupppfed  to 
*  Mifs  Eunice  Paiae.  J*ave 
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have  been  a  fever,  fwept  away  a  great  number  of  his 
converts.  In  the  year  1745,  as  the  author  has  been  in- 
formed by  an  aged  perfon,  who  then  vifited  Eaftham  > 
few  Indians  were  left  within  the  townfliip.  By  the  cen- 
fus  of  1764,  there  were  found  remaining  in  Eaftham  four 
Indians,  in  Wellfleet  eleven,  and  in  Harwich  ninety-one. 
The  greateft  part  of  the  latter  number  dwelt  at  Pota* 
numaquut,  where  a  miftionary  continued  to  preach  fev- 
eral  years  after  this  period.  But  the  Potanumaquut  tribe 
having  wafted  away,  the  preacher  was  difmiffed  many 
years  nnce,  At  prefent  there  are  three  Indians  at  Potanum* 
aquut,  and  one  in  Eaftharm 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  the  decline  of  the  Naufet  tribes. 
In  other  parts  of  New  England,  the   Indians  have  con- 
fumed  with  equal  or  ftill  greater  rapidity.     At  this  time 
a  traveller  may  pafs   through  the   country,  and  he  will 
as   feldom   meet   with   an   Indian   as  with  a  rattlefnake. 
(Before  another  century  is   completed,  the  red  man  will 
J  probably  become  as  rare  as  the  beaver  :    which  is  known 
Ijto  have  been  common  in  New  England  by  the  veftiges 
of  its  labours.*     But  pofterity  will  fpeak  of  him,  as  we 
'(now  talk  of  the  mammoth,  as  an  animal  which  has  long 
Ijbeen    extinct,   but   which    certainly   once   exifted  ;    for 
las  the  bones  of  the  mammoth  remain,  fo  the  language 
i  of.  the   Indian   will  be   prefer ved   in    the   vocabulary  of 
JWilliams?t  and  the  translations  of  Eliot. J 
|||     To  return  to  the  hiftory  of  Eaftham  :   It  was  the  only 
townfliip,  during  many  years,  in  this  part  of  the  countyr 
Jof  Barnftable.     But  in  1694,  the  trad  of  land,  granted 
Ito  "  the  purchafers  or  old  comers  of  Plymouth  colony," 
[feeing  filled  with  a  competent  number  of  inhabitants,  many 
of  whom  were  derived  from  this  place,  it  was  in  corpora 
,  ated  by  the  name  of  Harwich.     In  1700,  the  fettlement 
!of  Truro  commenced  by  emigrants  from  Eaftham.     Be- 

I  f°re 

j  tt 

I    *  See  Belknap's  Hift.  of  N.  Hamplh.  Vol.  III.  p.  154. 

I    f  See  Coll.  of  Hift.  Soc.  Vol.  III.  p.  203.  and  Vol.  V.  p.  80. 

%  Mr.  Eliot  tranflated  into  the  Indian  language,  the  bible,  the  Practice 
ibf  Piety,  Baxter's  Call  to  the  Unconverted,  and  feveral  other  books,  all 
m  which  were  printed,    Gookin's  Hift.  Coll.  chap.  V.  §  5. 
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fore  churches  were  eftablifhed  in  thefe  two  townftnps,  Mr* 
Treat  performed  parochial  duties  in  both  :  and  he  appears, 
by  his  letter  to  Dr.  Mather,  but  not  with  accuracy,  to 
confider  the  whole  of  the  county  eafl  of  Yarmouth  as 
within  the  limits  of  Eaftham.  In  the  north  precinct  of 
the  townfhip,  Billingfgate,  a  fmall  meeting  houfe  was  built 
not  long  after  the  incorporation  of  Truro,  and  probably 
before  the  deceafe  of  Mr,  Treat.  Mr.  Oakes,  the  firft 
minifter,  preached  in  it  a  number  of  years.* 

Mr.  Treat,  having  paffed  near  half  a  century  in  the 
moil  activef  minifterial  labours,  which  he  was  enabled  to 
fupport  by  a  firm  and  vigorous  conftitution,  had  a  mock 
of  the  palfy  a  few  years  before  his  death.  A  fecond  attack 
put  an  end  to  his  life,  March  18  th.  171 6-17,  when  he  was 
in  the  ftxty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  after  he  had  been 
minifter  of  Eaftham  forty-five  years. J 

He  died  foon  after  the  remarkable  ftorm,  diftinguimect 
in  the  annals  of  New  England  by  the  name  of  the  Great 
Snow.  The  wind  blew  with  violence  ;  and  whilft  ths 
grounds  around  his  houfe  were  left  entirely  bare,  the  mow 
was  heaped  up  in  the  road  to  an  uncommon  height.  It 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  making  a  path*  His  body  there- 
fore was  kept  fever al  days,  till  an  arch  could  be  dug, 
through  which  he  was  borne  to  the  grave,  the  Indians,  at 
their  earneft  requeft,  being  permitted  in  turn  to  carry  the 
corpfe,  and  thus  to  pay  the  laft  tribute  of  refpecl:  to  the 
remains  of  their  beloved  paftor. 

Samuel  Treat  was  the  oldeft  fon  of  the  governour  d 
Connecticut,  Robert  Treat, ||  who  was  the  father  of  twenty-' 
one  children.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard  College,  and 
was  graduated  in  the  year  1669.  By  his  firft  wife,  Eliza- 
beth Mayo,  he  had  eleven  children  ;  and  by  his  fecond 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  paftor  of  the 
South  church  in  Bofton,  he  had  two   children,  one  & 

whom 


*  For  the  names  of  the  other  minifters  in  this  parifh  fee  DefcripUor. 
of  Wellfleet  in  Coll.  of  Hift.  Soc.  Vol.  III.  p.  118. 

f  Mather's  Magnal.  B.  III.  p.  200. 

t  Infcription  on  Mr.  Treat's  grave  ftone. 

II  For  the  character  and  exploits  of  this  diftingui/hed  hero  and  patriot 
fee  Trumbull's  Hift.  of  Conn.  Vol.  I.  p.  103—455. 
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whom,  Eunice,  was  the  mother  of  Judge  Paine  and  of  Mrs, 
Greenleaf,  wife  of  Jofeph  Greenleaf,  Efquire.* 

Mr.  Treat,  as  may  be  fuppofed  from  the  period  in  which 
he  lived,  was  a  Calvinift  %  but  his  Calvinifm  was  of  the 
ftricleft  kind  ;  not  that  moderate  Calvinifm,  which  is  fo 
common  at  the  prefent  time,  and  which,  by  giving  up,  or 
explaining  away  the  peculiar  do&rines  of  the  party,  like  a 
porcupine  difarmed  of  its  quills,  is  unable  to  refift  the 
feebleft  attack  ;  but  confiftent  Calvinifm,  with  all  its 
hard  and  iharp  points,  by  which  it  can  courageoully  de- 
fend itfelf  ;  in  fine,  fuch  Calvinifm,  as  the  adamantine 
author  of  this  fyftem  would  himfelf  have  avowed. 

The  facl  is  eftablifhed  beyond  all  difpute  by  a  volume  of 

his  fermons  in  manufcript,  now  in  poffeffipn  of  his  grand- 

fon.     Thefe  fermons  are  conneded  in  their  fubjects,  are 

correctly  tranfcribed,  and  appear  to   have  been  defigned 

for  publication.    They  difplay  learning ;  and  the  doctrines 

of  his   feci   are    defended    with   ability   and   ingenuity. 

I]  The  prefent  age  would  not  bear  them,  as  many  of  thq 

|j  words  which  he  ufes  have  grown  obfolete,  and  his  images 

top  frequently  are  coarfe,  and  to  a  faftidious  modern  ear 

would  approach  even   to  the  ludicrous.     Thefe  fermons 

are   diftinguifhed  by  their    tremendous   applications,   in 

which   he  has   caught  the  fpirit  of  Baxter  and  Alleine. 

The  following  extract  from  the  application  of  a  difcourfe 

1 1  on  Luke  xvL  23.  is  given  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  manner. 

"  Let    this   truth   be   an   awful   and  fblemn  word  of 

awakening  to  thee,  that  art  yet  in  thy  fins,  and  haft  not 

truly  repented  of  them.     I  have  preffed  thee  to  feriou£ 

nefs  from  the  consideration  of  death,  and  that  is  folemn  ; 

but   it   may  be  that   feems   a  little  thing  to   thee,   and 

thou  counteft  it  no  fuch  great  matter  to  die  ;    and  were 

\ t^le 

*  From  the  information  of  thi"s  gentleman  and  lady,  particularly 
Jthe  latter,  have  been  derived  many  of  the  facts  in  the  life  and  character 
iiof  Mr.  Treat.  Mrs.  Greenleaf  is  now  in  the  feventy-eighth  year  of  her 
[age.  Her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Treat,  who  made  the  character  of  her 
jdeceafed  hufband  a   frequent  fubjecl  of  converfation,  died  December 

(27th.   1746 It  maybe  proper  to  add  here,  that  the  knowledge  of 

jfeveral  fingle  facts,  for  which  authorities  are  not  quoted,  in  the  Hiftcry 
of  Eaftham,  has  been  obtained  from  other  fources,  fuch  as  the  report 
'l  of  aged  perfons,  and  uniform  tradition. 
Z  \VqI  viii.] 
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the  Epicurean  principle  a  truth,  that  man  dies  in  all  points 
like  the  beafts  that  perifh,  it  were  of  little  concernment. 
Well  then,  if  thou  canft  fee  nothing  in  the  grave  to  make 
thee  ferious,  I  befeech  thee  to  look  a  little  further,  and  fee 
if  thou  canft  find  nothing  in  hell  to  ftartle  and  amaze 
ihcQ.  Remember  thou  art  not  only  going  to  the  grave, 
which  it  may  be  thou  mayft  look  upon  as  an  eafer  of  many 
of  the  forrows  of  this  life,  and  fo  mayft  have  fome  abate- 
ment of  the  terrours  of  it  ;  but  thou  art  going  to  hell, 
the  beginner  of  worfe,  unfpeakably  worfe  forrows. 

"'  Thou  muft  ere  long  go  to  the  bottomlefs  pit.  Hel! 
hath  enlarged  herfelf,  and  is  ready  to  receive  thee. 
There  is  room  enough  for  thy  entertainment  :  and  doft 
thou  know  what  it  is  for  a  condemned  finner  to  go  to 
hell  ?  I  have  told  thee  in  the  explication  ;  but  let  me 
apply  it  to  thee  now. 

Ci  Confider  thou  art  going  to  a  place,  prepared  by 
God  on  purpofe  to  exalt  his  juftice  in  j  a  place  made 
for  no  other  employment  but  torments.  Hell  is  God's 
houfe  of  correction  ;  and  remember  God  doth  all  things 
like  himfelf  :  When  God  would  fhow  his  juftice,  and  | 
what  is  the  weight  of  his  wrath,  he  makes  a  hell,  where 
it  ftiall  indeed  appear  to  purpofe.  Confider  but  what  a 
fpark  of  his  wrath  hath  done  in  this  world,  and  by  that, 
rate  the  utmoft  of  his  fury.  Let  Sodom,  Pharaoh,  Ko- 
ran, and  multitudes  of  the  like  monuments  witnefs  to 
thee.  Remember  that  mercy  and  juftice  are  the  two 
great  attributes,  which  God  intends  the  exaltation  of  by 
the  creature.  Then  wiM  that  be  verified,  Who  knowa 
the  power  of  thine  anger  ?  Wo  to  thy  foul,  when  thou 
fhalt  be  fet  up  as  a  butt  for  the  arrows  of  the  Almigh- 
ty ;  be  made  a  brier  that  muft  burn  in  the  fire  of  his 
jealoufy  forever,  and  not  be  confumed. 

"  Confider,  God  himfelf  fhall  be  the  principal  agent  in 
thy  mifery.  He  is  that  confuming  lire  :  his  breath  is 
the  bellows,  which  blows  up  the  flame  of  hell  forever 
he  is  the  devouring  lire,  the  everlafting  burning  :  and 
if  he  punilh  thee,  if  he  meet  thee  in  his  fury,  he  will 
not  meet  thee  as  a  man  ;  he  will  give  thee  an  omnipotent 
blow.  Little  doft  thou  know  what  it  is  to  enter  the 
lifts  of  contention  with  the  Almighty.    If  his  wrath  kin-i 

die 
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die  but  a  little  while,  we  wither  before  it-  Now  thou 
art  afraid  of  the  wrath  of  man  :  what  wilt  thou  do, 
when  God  takes  thee  in  hand  ? 

"  Confider,  God  will  take  delight  to  execute  vengeance 
on  thee.  God  delights  in  juftice,  and  in  executing  his 
own  decrees*  Now  it  was  his  eternal  decree  to  deftroy 
iinners  forever.  He  purpofed  to  £how  his  power,  and 
make  his  wrath  known3  upon  the  veffels  of  wrath  fitted 
to  deflrucrion.  But  wo  to  that  foul,  whom  God  mall  de- 
light to  punifh.  Now  thou  laugheft  at  the  reproofs  which. 
God  gives  thee  by  his  minifters  and  people :  God  will 
laugh  at  thee  fhortly,  And  how  wilt  thou  bear,  when  he 
fhall  torment  thee,  and  thou  fhalt  roar  under  thy  tor- 
ments ?  Thou  lhalt  cry  for  mercy,  and  he  fhall  mock 
thee.  Thou  now  rejoiceft  in  finning  :  he  will  ere  long 
rejoice  in  thy  calamity. 

"  Conlider  the  company  thou  muft  go  to  :  Thou  goeft 
to  a  place  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  Thefe 
were  thy  tempters  here  \  they  fhall  be  thy  companions 
there.  Here  thou  chofeft  communion  with  them  rather 
than  with  God  and  Chrift ;  thou  muft  have  enough  of 
their  company  ere  long.  And  thy  fellows  in  fin,  with 
whom  thou  wenteft  hand  in  hand  here  in  the  world,  and 
delightedft  thyfelf  in  their  finful  fociety, — fome  of  them 
have  gone  before  thee  to  the  place  of  woes,  and  others 
will  come  after  thee  ;  and  there  fhall  you  meet  together, 
and  there  fhall  they  curfe  thee  for  thy  wicked  counfels 
and  perfuafions,  in  drawing  them  to  that  place  of  mifery. 

"  Confider  what  muft  be  thy  employment  there. 

"  1.  Sin.  Some  think  finning  ends  with  this  life ; 
but  it  is  a  miftake.  The  creature  is  held  under  an  ever- 
lafting  law  :  the  damned  increafe  in  fin  in  hell.  Poffibly 
the  mention  of  this  may  pleafe  thee.  But  remember 
there  mall  be  no  pleafant  fins  there  ;  no  eating,  drinking, 
finging,  dancing,  wanton  dalliance,  and  drinking  ftolen 
waters  ;  but  damned  fins,  bitter  hellifh  fins,  fins  exafper- 
ated  by  torments,  curfing  God,  fpite,  rage,  and  blafphemy. 

"  2.  Thou  fhalt  be  delivered  up  into  the  hands  of  the 
tormentors  :  then  Satan  will  pay  thee  thy  wages  for  thy 
fervile  flavery  to  him,  and  thou  fhalt  know  what  a  cruel 
mafter  thou  haft  here  ferved.    What  cruelty  hath  Satan 

fometime 
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fometime  exercifed  to  fome  here  in  this  world,  that  have 
been  poffeffed  by  him,  and  to  others  that  have  fold  them- 
felves  to  him  !  what  amazing  flories  doth  the  world  at* 
ford  of  fuch  things  1  What  doft  thou  think  he  will  do, 
when  he  hath  an  unlimited  commiffion  and  full  pofTeflion  ? 
How  wilt  thou  endure,  when  thou  flialt  have  a  thoufand 
devils  rending,  and  tearing,  and  macerating  thee  ;  when 
all  the  rage  of  hell  mail  fall  upon  thee  without  reftraint  ? 

"  3.  The  never-dying  worm  mail  gnaw  and  eat  out  all 
the  heart  of  thy  comfort,  Thou  flialt  become  thy  own 
executioner  :  thy  confcience  fliall  purfue  thee  in  hell,  ak 
ways  crying  out  againft  thee,  and  bringing  bitter  things 
to  thy  mind,  making  thee  to  wring  thy  hands,  and  howl 
out  fad  lamentations.  Thou  canft  hardly  lit  under  one  of 
thefe  le&ures  now  coming  from  the  mouth  of  a  poor 
minifter  ;  but  let  me  tell  thee,  confcience  in  hell  will  read 
it  after  another  manner  than  can  now  be  conceived  ;  ev* 
ery  thought  and  confideration  whereof  will  be  a  iharp 
dagger  at  thy  heart,  that  will  let  out  all  joy  and  comfort 
out  of  thy  foul. 

"  Remember  how  univerfal  all  this  torment  fliall  be. 
Here  ufually  our  pain  is  but  in  one  part  of  the  body  ;  and 
yet  what  a  mifery  it  is  to  all  the  reft  by  fympathy  ? 
But  then,  foul  and  body  fliall  be  filled  brimful  :  the  guilt 
of  all  thy  fins  lhall  be  laid  upon  thy  foul  ;  and  be  made 
fo  many  heaps  of  fuel  ;  when  that  tender  and  delicate 
body  fliall  have  all  its  beauty  blafted  and  pride  confumed  $ 
when  the  flames  fliall  have  no  refpecl  to  its  comelinefs  ; 
when  every  member's  pain  fliall  be  intolerable,  and  that 
infupportable  mifery  fliall  fpread  itfelf  through  the  whole 
man  ;  when  eyes,  ears,  hands,  feet,  heart,  and  all,  fliall 
be  tormented  in  that  flame. 

"  Confider  how  near  the  time  haftens,  when  all  this  muft 
come  to  pafs  upon  thee.  Time  is  aimoft  gone  with  thee, 
and  thou  ftandeft  at  the  gate  of  eternity  ;  and  death  is 
waiting  upon  thee,  to  tranfport  thee  away  to  the  place 
of  all  thy  miferies.  Shortly  thou  muft  die,  and  it  will 
be  but  a  moment  from  thence  to  hell.  When  thou  ha'ft 
ftnned  away  a  few  more  days,  watched  and  flept  out  a 
few  more  nights,  away  thou  gotd:  irrecoverably.  It  may 
be  thou  dreameft  of  many  days  to  come  ;    but,  thou  fool, 

how 
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how  knoweft  thou  but  thy  foul  may  be  called  for  this 
very  night  ;    and  the  day  of  judgment  is  not  far  off, 

"  Sinner,  I  befeech  thee,  realize  the  truth  of  thefe  things. 
Do  not  go  about  to  dream  that  this  is  derogatory  to 
God's  mercy,  and  nothing  but  a  vain  fable  to  fcare 
children  out  of  their  wits  withal,  God  can  be  merciful, 
though  he -make  thee  miferable.  He  lhall  have  monu<* 
ments  enough  of  that  precious  attribute,  mining  like 
ftars  in  the  place  of  glory,  and  finging  eternal  hallelujahs 
to  the  praife  of  him  that ,  redeemed  them  ;  though  to 
exalt  the  power  of  his  juftice,  he  damn  finners  heaps 
upon  heaps.'* 

The  conclufions  of  the  other  fermons  are  in  general 
equally  alarming.  Indeed  the  author  of  them  appears  to 
have  thought  it  his  duty,  conftantly  to  perfuade  men  by 
the  terrours  of  the  Lord  :  and  though  in  his  firft  difcourfe 
he  profefles  to  "  preach  comfort  and  joy  to  the  penitent, 
as  well  as  hell  and  damnation  to  the  impenitent"  5  yet 
few  words  of  comfort  are  to  be  found,  whilfl:  there  are 
denunciations  of  wrath  in  almofl  every  page.  The  effect 
of  his  preaching  was,  that  his  hearers  were,  feveral  times 
in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry,  awakened  and  alarmed.— 
That  they  were  a  holy  and  godly  people,  he  himfelf  teftl* 
fied  ;  and  he  doubtlefs  rejoiced  in  the  perfuafion,  that  he 
had  been  the  happy  inftrument  of  their  converfion.  His 
beft  friends,  however,  allowed  that  he  dwelt  too  much  on 
the  anger  of  God  ;  and  an  inftance  is  related  of  an  inno* 
cent  young  man,  who  was  fo  frightened  with  one  of  his 
dreadful  pictures  of  the  infernal  regions,  as  nearly  to  be 
deprived  of  his  fenfes,      Mr.  Treat,  who  really  poffeffed 

treat  kindnefs  of  heart,  became  ferioufly  concerned  at  his 
tuation,  and  with  affiduity  and  tendernefs  exerted  himfelf 
to  confole  him. 

But  with  the  advantage  of  proclaiming  the  doctrine 

fterrour,  which   is   naturally  productive  of  a  fublime 
d  impreflive  ftyle  of  eloquence,*  he  could  not  attain 
the  character  of  a  popular  preacher.     His  voice  was  fo 
loud,  that  when  fpeaking,  it  could  be  heard  at  a  great 
diflance  from  the  meeting  houfe,  even  amidft  the  fhrieks 
of 

*  "  Triumphat  ventofo  gloriae  curru  orator,  qui  pe&us  angit,  irritat, 
et  implct  terroribus."    Vid.  Buraet.  de  Stat.  Moxt.  p.  $09* 
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of  hyfterical  women,  and  the  winds  that  howled  over 
the  plains  of  Naufet  ;  but  there  was  no  more  mufick 
in  it,  than  in  the  difcordant  founds  with  which  it  was 
mingled.  An  anecdote,  which  fhows  how  much  the 
excellence  of  his  matter  was  injured  by  the  badnefs  of 
his  manner,  has  been  preferved, 

After  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Willard, 
he  was  fometimes  invited  by  that  gentelman  to  preach 
in  his  pulpit.  Mr.  Willard  poffefied  a  graceful  delivery, 
a  mafculine  and  harmonious  voice  ;  and  though  he  did 
not  gain  much  reputation  by  his  Body  of  Divinity, 
which  is  frequently  fneered  at,  particularly  by  thofe  who 
have  not  read  it ;  yet  in  his  fermons  are  flrength  of 
thought  and  energy  of  language.  The  natural  confe- 
quence  was,  that  he  was  generally  admired.  Mr,  Treat, 
having  preached  one  of  his  beft  difcourfes,  to  the  con- 
gregation of  his  father-in-law,  in  his  ufual  unhappy 
manner,  excited  univerfal  difguft  ;  and  feveral  nice  judges 
waited  on  Mr  Willard,  and  begged  that  Mr.  Treat,  who 
was  a  worthy,  pious  man,  it  was  true,  but  a  wretched 
preacher,  might  never  be  invited  into  his  pulpit  again.-— « 
To  this  requeft,  Mr.  Willard  made  no  reply :  but  he  de- 
fired  his  fon-in-law  to  lend  him  the  difcourfe  ;  which,  be- 
ing left  with  him,  he  delivered  it,  without  alteration,  to 
his  people,  a  few  weeks  after.  The  hearers  were  charm- 
ed :  They  flew  to  Mr.  Willard,  and  requefted  a  copy  for 
the  prefs.  See  the  difference,  they  cried,  between  your- 
felf  and  your  fon-in-law  :  you  have  preached  a  fermon  on 
the  fame  text  as  Mr,  Treat's  ;  but  whilft  his  was  con- 
temptible, yours  is  excellent.* 

Mr.  Treat  was  a  man  of  piety.  He  addreffed  his  Maker 
with  humble  devotion,  and  his  prayers  were  copious  and 
fervent.  His  natural  temper  was  mild  ;  and  his  conduct 
in  domeftick  life,  as  a  hufband,  a  parent,  and  a  mailer, 
was  kind  and  indulgent.  His  manners  were  cheerful  ; 
his  converfation  pleafant,  and  fometimes  facetious,  but  al- 
ways decent.     He  was  fond  of  a  flroke  of  humour  and 

a  practical 

*  Mr.  Willard,  after  producing  the  fermon  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Mr.  Treat,  might  have  addreffed  thefe  fage  criticks  in  the  words  of 
Phaedrus  : 

"  En  hie  declarat,  quales  fitis  judices."        Lib.  V.  Fab.  5. 
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a  practical  joke,  and  manifefted  his  relifli  for  them  by 
long  and  loud  fits  of  laughter.  The  Society  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  gofpel  is  fuppofed  to  have  made  him  a 
imall  compenfation  for  his  fervices  among  the  Indians  :  he 
received  alfo  a  fmall  falary  from  his  parimioners  :  but  not 
fatisfied  with  the  emoluments  which  he  derived  from  thefe 
fources,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  engaged  in  trade  ; 
and  by  this  means,  with  the  addition  of  an  inheritance 
which  defcended  from  his  father,  he  was  able  to  tranfmit  a 
good  eftate  to  his  family. 

Rev.  Samuel  Oiborn,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  was  the  fecond  minifter 
of  Eaftham  :  He  was  ordained  September  18th.  17 18.* 
The  next  year,  the  church  being  divided  into  two,  Mr. 
Ofborn  removed  into  the  fouth  part  of  the  townfhip. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Webb  was  ordained  pallor  of  the  church 
that  remained.  The  moft  remarkable  event,  which  took 
place  after  his  fettlement  in  Eaftham,  was  the  declaration 
of  the  minifters  in  the  county  of  Barnftable  againft  itine- 
rant preaching.  This  was  particularly  aimed  at  Mr.  Whit- 
field. The  character  of  this  celebrated  preacher,  who  was 
viewed  in  various  lights  by  his  contemporaries,  is  not  yet 
determined.  Thofe  who  now  read  his  fermons,  and  who 
are  difgufted  with  the  enthufiafm  and  egotifm,  which  are 
difplayed  in  his  journals,  written  in  his  youth,  will  be  dif- 
pofed  to  judge  unfavourably  of  his  talents  :  whilft  thofe, 
who  have  witneifed  his  aflonifhing  oratorical  powers, — and 
there  are  ftill  alive  many  perfons  who  have  heard  him  preach, 
— will  clafs  him  with  the  great  men  of  the  age.  That  he 
poffeffed  acutenefs  of  mind  is  proved  by  his  controverfial 
writings,  in  which  it  muft  be  allowed,  even  by  thofe  who 
do  not  approve  his  opinions,  that  he  was  an  ingenious  dif- 
putanta  The  qualities  of  his  heart  have  been  as  much  the 
fubjecT:  of  difpute  as  thofe  of  his  head.  That  he  was  vain, 
rain,  and  cenforious,  particularly  in  his  youth,  cannot  be 
denied  :  but  at  the  fame  time  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  he 
was  devout,  ardent,  zealous,  and  active  ;  a  loyal  fubjed  of 
the  government,  under  which  he  lived  ;  charitable  to  the 
poor  ;  and  candid  in  acknowledging  his  faults,  a  rare  vir- 
tue, 

*  Orleans  Church  Records* 
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tue,  and  therefore  the  more  to  be  prized.*  His  fincerity 
has  been  queftioned  ;  but  fuch  open,  unguarded,  and  fer- 
vent men  are  not  often  infincere.  Whether  his  preaching 
was  productive  of  good  or  evil,  is  not  agreed  :  it  probably 
effected  both.  The  declaration  of  the  minifters  in  the 
county  of  Barnftable  ftates  only  the  mifchiefs,  which,  they 
fay,  flow  from  it  ;  and  they  are  thefe  :  That  it  tends  to 
deftroy  the  ufefulnefs  of  minifters  among  their  people,  in 
places  where  the  gofpel  is  fettled,  and  faithfully  preached 
in  its  purity  :  And  that  it  promotes  ftrife  and  contention, 
a  cenforious  and  uncharitable  fpirit,  and  thofe  numerous 
fchifms  and  feparations,  which  have  already  deftroyed  the 
peace  and  unity,  and  at  this  time  threaten  the  fubverfion 
of  many  churches. t  To  this  declaration  Mr.  Webb  fub- 
fcribed  his  name,  with  nine  other  minifters  of  the  county  : 
and  it  was  one  of  the  laft  acts  of  his  life  ;  for  he  died  Au* 
guft  21  ft.  1746,  in  the  fifty-firft  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
twenty-feventh  of  his  miniftry.J 

Though  Mr.  Whitfield's  admirers  may  cenfure  him  for 
his  conduct,  yet  it  is  the  only  fault  which  they  can  allege 
againft  Mr.  Webb.  That  he  was  a  pious,  learned,  labori- 
ous and  faithful  minifter,  and  that  he  was  holy  and  un- 
blameable  in  all  the  walks  of  life,  is  the  univerfal  voice  of 
tradition,  confirmed  by  the  report  of  the  furviving  friends, 
who  were  acquainted  with  his  worth.  Mr.  Crocker,  the 
paftor  of  the  fouth  church  of  Eaftham,  a  man  of  virtue' 
himfelf,  and  a  good  judge  of  moral  merit,  pronounced 
him  the  beft  man,  and  the  beft  minifter,  whom  he  ever 
knew.  As  he  fpent  his  days  in  the  uniform  difcharge  of 
his  duty,  and  there  were  no  fhades  to  give  relief  to  his 
character,  not  much  can  be  faid  of  him.  His  heart  was 
as  pure  as  the  new  fallen  fnow,  which  completely  covers 
every  dark  fpot  in  a  field  ;  his  mind  was  as  ferene  as  the 
Iky  in  a  mild  evening  of  June,  when  the  full  moon  fhines 
without  a  cloud.  Name  any  virtue,  and  that  virtue  he 
practifed  ;  name  any  vice,  and  that  vice  he  fliunned.     But 

if 
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*  See  Whitfield's  Remarks  on  the  Enthufiafra  of  Methodifts  and 
Papifts  compared.  Bofton.  1749.  p.  13,  23,  24. 

f  Declaration,  &c.  Feb.  20th.  1745.     Bofton:  printed  1745. 

%  Infcription  on  the  grave  ftone  of  Mr.  Webb* 
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if  peculiar  qualities  marked  his  character,  they  were  his 

humility,  his  gentlenefs,  and  his  love  of  God.  t  The  peor 

pie  had  long  been  taught  by  a  fon  of  thunder  :   in  him 

they  were  inflru&ed  by  a  fon  of  confolation,  who  fweetly 

allured  them  to  virtue  by  foft  perfuafion  and  by  exhibiting 

the  mercy  of  the  Supreme  Being  :    for  his  thoughts  were 

jjb  much  in  heaven,  that  they  feldom  defcended  to  the 

difmal  regions  below  :    and  though  of  the  fame  religious 

fentiments  as  Mr.  Treat,  yet  his  attention  was  turned  to 

thofe  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  a  Saviour  came  to 

publiln.     His  vifits  were  as  beneficial  to  his  flock  as  his 

fermons  ;    for  he  had  the  happy  talent  of  giving  conver- 

fation    a   praclical   turn,   and   of  enforcing  the  precepts 

which  he  had  taught  in  the  pulpit. 

In  175 1 3  Rev.  Edward  Cheever  was  inflalled  pallor  of 
the  church.  Twelve  years  after  his  fettiement,  Eailham* 
in  number  of  inhabitants,  was  the  firft  townfhip  in  the 
county  ;  but  Wellfleet  being  feparated  from  it  at  that 
period,  four  townfhips  immediately  rbfe  above  it.  When 
the  cenfus  was  taken  in  1764,  there  were  found  in  Eafl- 
iiam  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-one  fouls,  and  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  in  WeMeet.  Thefe  townihips 
continued  to  flourim^  till  the  revolutionary  war  flopped 
their  further  progrefs.  In  1776,  Eailham  contained 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  inhabitants,  and  Well- 
fleet  twelve  hundred  and  thirty-five.  After  this  period 
.both  townihips,  and  particularly  Wellfleet,  .fuffered  great- 
)y<*  With  the  peace,  profperity  returned.  But,  in '''1790, 
the  ancient  townfhip  of  Eaflnam  had  not  attained  its 
former  population  ;  for  it  had  then  only  two  thoufand 
.nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  inhabitants,  of  whom  eleven 
iundred  and  feventeen  were  in  Wellfleet.  Mr.  Cheever, 
after  ferving  the  church  of  Eailham  near  forty-three 
years,  died  Auguft  17th.  1794,  in  the  feyenty-eighth 
>year  of  his  age. 

The  church  did  not  long  remain  vacant  ;  for  Septem- 
ber 23d.  179.5,  Rev.  Philander  Shaw  was  ordained- 
Eighteen  months .after  this  event,  the  fputh  precinct  was 

feparated 
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*  See  Coll.  Hift.  Soc.  Vol  tit  j>.  i£ 
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feparated  from  Eallham,  and  incorporated  into  a  town- 
fhip. Before  this  divifion  took  place,  the  two  religious 
focieties  conilituted  one  parilh  ;  the  minifters  being  paid 
an  equal  fum  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  town.  The 
portion  of  land,  which  retains  the  ancient  name,  is  now 
a  place  of  fmall  importance.  It  contains  fewer  inhabitants 
than  any  other  townlhip  in  the  county ;  and  as  nature 
has  not  bellowed  on  it  a  good  harbour,  and  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  form  one  by  art,  the  liming  towns  in  the 
vicinity  will  probably  long  maintain  above  it  that  fupe- 
riority,  which  they  have  acquired.  Since,  however,  the 
cenfus  of  1800,  when  its  inhabitants  were  enumerated 
at  fix  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  it  has  increafed  in  popu- 
lation. The  people  are  induftrious  and  enterprifing,  and 
flill  retain  the  other  good  habits,  which  did  honour  to 
their  fathers  ;  and  they  are  happily  united  in  the  fame 
mode  of  religious  worlhip  ;  there  being,  in  Eallham,  not 
an  individual,  who  does  not  belong  to  the  Congregational 
fociety.  r.  s: 


A    Description    of    Orleans,    in    the    County    of 
Barnstable.     September,  1802*. 

THE  fouth  part  of  Eallham  was  incorporated  into  a 
townfliip,  by  the  name  of  Orleans,  March  3d.  1797. 
Its  diftance  from  Bofton  is  ninety-one  miles  :  and  it  is 
bounded,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  ocean  ;  on  the  fouth,  by 
Pleafant  bay  ;  on  the  weft,  by  Harwich  ;  and  on  the 
north-well,  by  Barnflable  bay.  The  county,  which 
flretches  eaft  from  Buzzard's  bay  to  this  place,  here  turns 
to  the  north,  and  extends  that  courfe  to  Truro.  The 
length  of  the  townlhip  is  five  miles  ;  and  the  breadth, 
from  one  to  four  miles. 

The  face  of  the  land  is  uneven  ;  but  the  hills  are  not 
very  high.  The  county  road  runs  through  a  corner  of 
the  townfhip,  and  is  here  tedious  and  heavy.  The  road 
from  Cape  Cod  to  Chatham  paffes  on  its  weftern  fide,  and 
Js.of  the  fame  quality.  On  the  necks,  where  the  bell  land 
lies*  the  roads  are  tolerable  i  but  thefe  are  out  of  the  way 
of  the  traveller. 

Orleans 
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Orleans  is  of  a  very  irregular  form,  the  lines  which  fepa- 
rate  it  from  the  adjoining  townfhips  being  crooked,  and 
Its  fhores  being  indented  by  coves  and  creeks. 

Town  Cove  has  already  been  defcribed.  The  neck 
on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  it  is  called  Tone-fet  :  the  land  is 
pretty  good. 

A  river,  without  a  name,  runs  into  Pleafant  bay.  The 
head  of  it  is  called  Zeb's  cove,  where  it  is  narrow  ;  but  it 
is  a  half  of  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth.  Veffels,  which  draw 
feven  feet  of  water,  can  come  a  half  of  a  mile  below  this 
cove  ;  the  diltance  of  the  northern  part  of  which  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  is  two  miles  and  a  half.  The  land  eafl 
of  this  river  is  named  Barley  neck.  The  foil  is  fomewhat 
I  better  than  that  of  Tonefet.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  Barley 
neck  are  coves,  which  communicate  with  Pleafant  bay, 
and  which  feparate  it  from  Chatham  beach. 

The  land,  which  is  fituated  between  Barley  and  Tonefet 
necks,  and  which  terminates  in  Wood's  neck,  is  named 
Pochet,  pronounced  at  prefent  Pochee.  There  is  alfo  here 
a  little  good  foil,  but  a  larger  proportion  which  is  light 
and  fandy. 

North-eaft  of  Pochet,  near  the  ocean,  is  a  finall  neck, 
named  Weefet.     It  is  feparated  from  Tonefet  by  a  cove* 

Thefe  feveral  necks  conftitute  a  peninfula,  the  whole  of 
which  is  denominated  Pochet.  The  ifthmus  is  not  more 
than  a  half  of  a  mile  wide  \  and  is  fituated  between  Town, 
cove  on  the  north,  and  Zeb's  cove  on  the  fouth. 

Chatham  beach  forms  the  barrier  of  the  waters,  which 
wafh  the  eaftern  and  fouthern  mores  of  Orleans.  A  mile 
fouth  of  the  mouth  of  Stage  or  Naufet  harbour,  it  joins 
the  main  land,  with  the  exception  mentioned  in  another 
part  of  this  volume**  Below  the  junction,  the  water  is 
at  firft  fhallow  ;  but  it  deepens  by  degrees,  and  at  length, 
communicates  with  Pleafant  bay  and  Chatham  harbour.. 
South  of  this  place  was,  many  years  ago,  the  mouth  of 
Naufet  harbour  5  which  being  filled  up  gradually,  a  new 
opening,  above  a  mile  north  of  it,  was  fuddenly  made  in 
the  beach.  Salt  marfh,  with  a  few  interruptions,  lines  the 
infide  of  this  beach,  and  extends  almoft  to  the  mouth  of 
Chatham  harbour. 

There 
*  See  p<  116. 
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There  are  feveral  iflarids  in  Pleafant  bay,  within  the 
fimits  of  Orleans.  The  largeft  is  Pochet  ifland,  which  is" 
fituated  eaft  of  Barley  neck,  and  is  the  beft  land  in  the 
townfliip.  On  its'  ndrth-eaft  fide  is  a  fmall  body  of  fait 
marfh. 

South-weft  of  Pochet  ifland,  is  Sampfon's  ifland,  con- 
taining about  twenty  acres  of  tolerable  land.  Eaft  of  ity 
ind  near  it,  is  a  larger  body  of  fait  marfh.  On  the 
ibuth,  Hog  ifland,  of  the  dimenfion  of  ten  acres,  joins  it 
at  low  water. 

Southerly  of  Hog  ifland  is  Sipfon's  ifland,  of  the  extent 
6*/  twenty  acres* 

Thefe  iflands  add  beauty  to  the  haven,  and  give  it  a 
juft  title  to  the  name  which  it  has  received,  that  of 
P leafant  bay. 

Oppofke   to   Orleans,  or  Eaftham,  in   the  ocean,  it  is 
feid,  is  the  point,  where  the  tides  from  Narraganfet  and 
Maftachufetts  bays  meet,,  and  whence  they  feparate,  the  j 
flow  of  the  fea  above  this  point  being  toward  the  north 
and  below  it  toward  the  fouth.* 

Leaving  the  peninfula  of  Pochet,  and  travelling  round  j 
Orleans  river,  on  the  weft  fide  of  it  is  Naumkoyick  neck  5 
which  is  formed  by  Higgins*  river  on  the  north  of  it, 
and  Naumkoyick  creek  on  the  fouth. 

The  fouth  quarter  of  the  townfliip  is  called  Potanuma^ 
quut.  The  territory,  which  retains  this  ancient  Indian 
name,  is  partly  in  Harwich.  .  The  land  here  is  light  and 
fandy  ;  the  greateft  part  cleared  ;  a  part  covered  with 
brum  wood  ;  and  a  fmall  part  with  oaks  and  pines. 

In  the  north-weft  quarter  of  the  townfliip,  on  Barnftablq 
bay,  is  Namfkeket  creek,  which  is  three  quarters  of  aj 
mile  long,  and  which,  as  far  as  it  runs,  is  the"  dividing 
line  between  Orleans  and  Harwich.  It  is  very  narrow  j 
and  its  mouth  is  not  quite  fo  deep  as  Rock  harbour.  The 
territory  near  it,  as  well  as  the  creek  itfelf,  is  at  prefent- 
called  Skaket.     The  land  is  light  and  fandy. 

Little  Skaket  creek,  which  is  a  mile  north-eaft  of  it, 
is  ftill  frrialler. 

Rock 

*  MS.  Lett,  from  Rev.  Levi  Whitman.  Mr.  W.  does  not  confider 
this  as  a  faft  eftablifhed  beyond  difpute  ;  but  requefts  farther  infor- 
mation from  judicious  feamen. 
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Rock  harbour  creek,  a  mile  north-eaft  of  Little  Skaket, 
runs  a  mile  and  a  half?  and  affords  the  beft  harbour  at  its 
mouth.  It  is  however  nearly  dry  at  low  water  ;  and  at' 
high  tide  is  not  more  than  feven  feet  deep. 

On  all  thefe  three  creeks  there  are  bodies  of  fait  marfli. 

Though  the  townfhip  is  not  fupplied  with  brooks,  yet 
there  are  not  lefs  than  fixteen  ponds,  which  ferve  for  the 
watering  of  cattle  and  other  purpofes. 

From  the  deicription  already  given,  it  appears  that  ther£ 
is  a  portion  of  good  land  in  this  townfhip  ;  but  the  foil 
in  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  light  and  fandy  5  and  in 
fome  places  abfolutely  barren. 

P'ochet  iiland,  where  a  fmall  quantity  of  wheat  is  grown, 
will  produce  twenty  buihels  of  Indian  corn  to  an  acre, 
without  manure.  Barley  and  Tonefet  necks  will  yield 
fifteen  buihels  without,  and  thirty  with,  manure.  Three 
crops  in  fuccefiion  are  frequently  taken  from  the  good 
land  :  the  firft  year,  Indian  corn ;  the  fecond,  hill  rye  ? 
the  third,  Hubble  rye.     The  rye  is  fown  in  Auguft, 

The  light  lands  of  Orleans  and  Eaftham,  which  do  not 
differ  from  each  other  effentiaHy,  produce  from  five  to 
eight  bufhels  of  rye,  and  ten  buihels  of  Indian  corn,  to  an 
acre,  without  manure  \  and  with  manure,  fifteen  or  tweiiU 
ty.  A  quarter,  and  fometimes  a  third,  of  the  land,  fit  for 
Cultivation,  in  both  thefe  townfhips,  is  annually  in  grain. 

The  horfe-foot,  or  king  crab,  was  formerly  much  ufed 
for  manuring  land,  fet  with  Indian  corn  and  potatoes  ; 
£nd  it  is  ftill  employed  in  Orleans,  in  the  fouth  part  of 
Dennis,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  county.  It  is  chopped 
into  fmall  pieces,  and  not  more  than  one,  and  fometimes 
not  more  than  a  quarter,  put  into  a  hilL  As  it  contains 
M  abundance  of  oil,  it  affords  a  flrong  manure  ;  and 
With  it  the  light  lands  may  be  made  to  yield  twenty  bufh- 
els of  corn  to  an  acre.  It  is  however  too  hot  a  manure* 
assd  caufes  the  land  to  exert  itfelf  fo  much,  that  it  cannot 
eafily  recover  its  ftrength.  Attention  of  late  is  paid  to 
the  colleclion  of  fea  weed  from  the  fhore.  When  corn  is 
tcv  be  raifed,  it  is  fpread  on  the  land  ;  and  it  is  put  into 
the  holes  for  potatoes.  It  is  a  prefervative  againfl  worms  ; 
five  forts  of  which,  in  this  place,  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
County,  are  vety  defltfu&ive  to  Indian  corn. 

The 
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The  firft  is  the  web  worm  ;  a  fmall,  taper  worm,  of  a 
gray  colour,  about  a  half  of  an  inch  in  length.  As  foon 
as  the  corn  comes  up,  it  forms  about  the  root  a  web, 
which  cannot  be  feen  without  opening  the  earth.  It  a£ 
cends  in  the  night,  and  devours  the  blade.  About  the 
2cth,  of  June,  it  ceafes  eating,. 

The  fecond  is  the  gray  worm  ;  about  an  inch  in  length, 
and  thicker  than  the  web  worm.  It  forms  no  web,  de- 
scends into  the  ground  in  the  day,  rifes  in  the  night,  and 
devours  the  blade  ;  continues  eating  much  longer  than 
the  web  worm,  and  is  very  deftructive. 

The  third  is  the  half  hill  worm  ;  an  inch  long,  bluiSh* 
and  red-headed  ;  firft  appears  the  20th.  of  June  ;  draws 
the  blade  under  ground,  and  there  devours  it  ;  ceafes  eat- 
ing the' 1  ft.  of  July. 

The  fourth  is  the  root  worm  ;  fmall  at  firft,  but  an  inch 
and  a  half  long,  when  fully  grown  ;  white,  with  a  tawny 
head  ;  fix  claws  ;  begins  to  eat  in  the  middle  of  June, 
and  ceafes  eating  the  ill.  of  Auguft  :  frequently  deftroys 
entire  fields.  Dung  and  afhes  are  the  beft  antidotes 
againft  it. 

The  fifth  is  the  ear  worm  ;  which,  after  the  ear  is  form- 
ed, eats  the  grains  and  between  them  ;  about  an  inch 
long  ;  taper  ;  ftriped  with  brown  and  white  ;  begins  to 
eat  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  and  continues  eating  two 
or  three  weeks  ;  the  grains,  which  it  does  not  devour, 
are  rendered  mouldy. 

In  Eaftham  and  Orleans,  Indian  corn  is  fet  four  and  a 
half  or  five  feet  apart.  Four  feeds  are  dropped  into  a  hole. 
But  the  four  firft  mentioned  worms  deftroy  fo  many  of 
the  ftalks,  that  feldom  more  than  two  or  three  remain. 
Provided  they  Should  all  efcape,  the  beft  farmers  pull  up 
one.  In  Dennis,  two  only  are  Suffered  to  be  in  a  hill.  In 
this  county,  corn  is  at  prefent  hilled  very  little,  experience 
having  Shown,  that  the  former  practice  of  heaping  up 
the  earth  about  it  is  not  necefiary  either  to  its  growth  or 
ftability.  Horfe-hoeing  is  performed  in  feveral  places 
with  a  fmall  harrow,  inftead  of  a  plough.  The  fame 
mode  has  been  adopted  by  a  few  perfons  in  other  parts  of 
the  ftate.  And  Sometimes,  firft  the  plough,  and  then  the 
harrow,  are  ufed,  without  railing  any  lull  at  all      The 

com 
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corn  in  the  county  of  Barnfcable  is  large  and  folid  t  a 
btifbel  of  it  weighs  fixty  pounds.  Four  or  five  hundred 
bufhels  of  corn  are  annually  fent  from  Orleans  to  Boilon 
market.  The  fifhermen,  however,  frequently  purchafe 
this  article  in  the  capital  for  the  ufe  of  their  families. 

Other  vegetables  are  raifed,  fufficient  for  the  confump- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants.  Butter  is  made  for  fummer  uie, 
and  a  little  cheefe.  Some  cattle  are  fattened,  and  feveral 
fold  in  the  townftiips  below.  Not  more  than  ten  tons  of 
Englifh  hay  are  cut ;  but  between  fix  hundred  and  a  thou- 
fand  tons  of  fait  hay.  The  fait  marfhes  are  of  two  kinds  : 
one,  covered  every  tide  ;  the  other,  at  fpring  tides  only. 

There  are  fmail  orchards,  feveral  of  which  have  lately 
been  planted  ;  but  no  cider  is  made.  The  greening,  which 
is  a  low  tree,  fucceeds  better  than  any  other.  Fruit  trees 
cannot  be  made  to  grow  within  a  mile  of  the  ocean. 
Even  thofe,  which  are  placed  at  a  greater  diflance,  are  in- 
jured by  the  eafl  winds  ;  and  after  violent  dorms  in  the 
fpring,  a  faltifli  tafte  is  perceptible  on  their  bark. 

Very  little  wood  is  left  in  the  townfhip  ;  but  the  inhab- 
itants are  obliged,  either  to  purchafe  their  fuel,  or  to  have 
recourfe  to  peat  and  turf.  Happily  there  are  feveral 
fwamps  and  meadows,  which  contain  this  neceffary  fubiti- 
tute.  The  people  were  ignorant  that  they  poffeifed  this 
article,  till,  many  years  ago,  Mr.  Ofborn,  their  minifler, 
who  had  learned  the  ufe  of  it  in  Ireland,  firft  pointed  it 
out,  and  taught  them  the  art  of  drying  and  preparing  it. 

The  fliores  of  Orleans  are  more  fertile  than  the  land. 
Sea  fowls  may  be  obtained  by  thofe  who  will  feek  for 
them,  though  not  in  fuch  abundance  as  at  Chatham. 
Fifties  are  the  fame  as  in  other  towns  of  the  county. 
A  few  tautaug  are  caught  in  Town  cove.  Bafs  enter  the 
waters  within  the  beach  the  ift.  of  June,  and  are  caught 
with  hooks.  In  the  ocean,  a  few  rods  from  the  beach, 
they  are  taken  with  feines,  during  the  fummer.  Eels  are 
fo  plenty,  that  in  the  winter,  when  the  coves  are  covered 
with  ice,  a  hundred  bufhels  are  fometimes,  by  a  company 
of  twenty  or  thirty  perfons,  collected  in  a  day. 

Though  no  oyfters  are  to  be  found  on  the  ftxores,  yet 
quahaugs  and  clams  are  in  greater  profufion  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  county. 

•  The 
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The  quahaug  (yenus  mercenaria)  called  by  R.  Williams 
the  poquau  and  the  hen*  is  a  round,  thick  fhell  fifh,  or, 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  worm.  It  does  not  bury  itfelf 
but  a  little  way  in  the  fand  ;  is  generally  found  lying 
on  it,  in  deep  water  ;  and  is  gathered  up  with  iron 
rakes  made  for  the  purpofe.  After  the  tide  ebbs  away, 
a  few  are  picked  up  on  the  fhore  below  high  water 
mark.  The  quahaug  is  not  much  inferiour  in  reliih  to 
the  oyfter,  but  is  lefs  digeflible.  It  is  not  eaten  raw  5 
but  is  cooked  in  various  modes,  being  roafted  in  the  fhell, 
or  opened  and  boiled,  fried,  or  made  into  foups  or  pies. 
About  half  of  an  inch  of  the  infide  of  the  fhell,  is  of  a 
purple  colour.  This  the  Indians  broke  off,  and  converted 
into  beads,  named  by  them  fuckauhock^  or  black  money  ; 
which  was  of  twice  the  value  of  their  wompom,  or  white 
money,  made  of  the  meteauhock?  or  periwinkle. 

The  razor  fhell  (folen)  is  fo  named  from  its  refemblance 
in  fize  and  fhape  to  the  haft  of  a  razor.  It  is  faid  to  force 
itfelf,  not  only  upwards  and  downwards,  but  diagonally,  j 
This  motion  is  effected  by  means  of  a  round,  flefhy  protu- 
berance, as  long  as  the  little  finger  of  a  man's  hand,  and 
compofed  of  rings.  There  is  more  irritability  in  this 
worm  than  in  the  clam.  Several  days  after  the  razor 
fhell  has  been  caught,  if  the  protuberance  is  held  between 
the  fingers,  and  is  touched  with  the  point  of  a  knife,  the 
worm  draws  itfelf  up  to  it  with  force.  This  worm  is 
not  common  in  the  bay  of  Manachufetts,  though  it  .has 
fometimes  been  obtained  there.  The  open  fhells,  how- 
ever, are  to  be  found  on  Chelfea  beach,  a  few  miles  from 
Bofton.  The  fhells,  with  the  living  worms  in  thern,  cap 
without  much  difficulty  be  procured  at  Orleans  and  other 
parts  of  the  county  of  Barnftable  ;  but  as  they  are  not 
taken,  except  a  few  at  a  time,  they  are  not  often  eaten. 

The  fea  clam,  which  is  at  prefent  called  the  ben,  the 
:quahaug  having  loft  that  appellation,  is  bivalve  (as  are  alfo 
the  quahaug  and  razor  ihell)  and  oval.  It  is  generally; 
found  in  deep  water,  and  is  gathered  with  rakes,  not  being 
buried  far  in  the  fand.  As  it  has  frequently  been  known 
to  injure  the  ftpmach,  it  is  not  often  eaten.     Before  the 

Indians 


*  Coll.  Hift.   Soc.  Vol.   III.  p.   224.     Poquauhockj  corrupted  into 
quahaug,  or  quauho$>  is  the  word  with  a  plural  termination. 
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Indians  learned  of  the  Engliih  the  ufe  of  a  more  conve- 
nient inftrument,  they  hilled  their  corn  with  hoes  made 
of  <thefe  fhells,  to  which  purpofe  they  are  well  adapted  by 
their  fize.  If  a  handle  could  be  eafily  fixed  to  them,  they 
might  be  employed  as  ladles  and  fpoons. 

The  clam  (mya  arenaria)  is  of  the  fame  fliape,  but 
much  fmaller.  This  worm  is  buried  in  the  fand,  from 
four  to  ^  eighteen  inches  deep.  A  fmall  perforation, 
through  which,  after  the  tide  has  ebbed  away,  it  ejecls 
water  perpendicularly,  marks  the  fpot  where  it  lies.  The 
worm  has  the  power  of  thrufting  upwards  its  black  head, 
or  fnout,  and  of  drawing  it  down  again.  This  fnout  is 
frequently  bitten  off  by  flounders  and  other  fifties.  Whe- 
1  ther  the  fhell  moves  or  not,  the  writer  is  unable  to  deter- 
mine, as  he  has  received  contradictory  accounts.  The 
Indians  were  very  fond  of  clams,  which  they  Qd\\c&fickijh~ 
uog.*  Being  unacquainted  with  fait,  they  made  ufe  of  them 
and  of  their  natural  liquor,  to  feafon  their  nafaump  and 
boiled  maize.  Many  of  the  defcendants  of  the  Englifli 
£onfider  clams  as  excellent  food.  But  they  require  flrong 
ftomachs  to  digeft  them,  unlefs  the  whole  of  the  fnout  is 
rejected.  They  would  be  more  valued,  if  they  were  lefs 
common.  But  as  long  as  a  peck  of  clams,  which  are 
fufficient  to  afford  a  fmall  family  a  dinner,  can  be  procur- 
ed with  little  more  labour  than  a  peck  of  fand,  they  will 
not  be  much  prized.  The  clam  continues  alive  feveral 
days  after  it  is  taken  from  its  hole.  This  is  well  known 
to  fifhermen  ;  and  is  proved  by  the  following  lingular  fa£h 

A  gentleman,  not  far  from  Boflon,  ordered  a  number 
of  clams  to  be  dug,  and  to  be  put  into  his  cellar,  intending 
to  make  ufe  of  them  as  bait.  They  remained  there  fev- 
eral days,  when  the  fliells,  as  is  ufual,  beginning  to  open, 
a  rat  thruft  his  paw  into  one  of  them,  attempting  to  pull 
out  the  worm.  The  two  fhells  clofed  together  with  force, 
and  held  him  faft.     As  the  clam  was  too  big  to  be  dragged 

through 

f  This  is  a  word  with  a  plural  termination  See  Coll.  Hid.  Soc. 
VoL  III.  p.  224.  If  the  author  might  be  allowed  to  revive  an  old 
term,  he  would  denominate  the  common,  or  fmall  clam,  the  Jic&i,  a 
word  of  eafy  pronunciation,  and  which  would  diftinguifii  it  from  the 
frefh  water  clam  and  the  three  Other  teftaceous  worms  above  mentioned. 
B  \>  \Vol  viii.] 
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through  his  hole,  the  rat  was  unable  to  make  his  efcape  ; 
and  at  length  his  cries  excited  the  attention  of  the  family, 
who  came  and  faw  him  in  the  fituation  defcribed. 

Clams  are  found  on  many  parts  of  the  fhores  of  New 
England  ;  but  no  where  in  greater  abundance  than  at 
Orleans.  Formerly  five  hundred  barrels  were  annually 
dug  here  for  bait  ;  but  the  prefent  year  a  thoufand  bar- 
rels have  been  collected.  Between  a  hundred  and  two 
hundred  of  the  pooreft  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed 
in  this  buiinefs  ;  and  they  receive  from  their  employers 
three  dollars  a  barrel,  for  digging  the  clams,,  opening, 
faking  them,  and  filling  the  cafks.  From  twelve  to 
eighteen  bufhels  of  clams  in  the  fhell  mult,  be  dug,  to 
fill,  when  opened,  a  barrel.  A  man  by  this  labour  can 
earn  feventy-five  cents  a  day  ;  and  women  and  children 
are  alfo  engaged  in  it.  A  barrel  of  clams  is  worth  fix 
dollars  :  the  employers  therefore,  after  deducting  the 
expenfe  of  the  fait  and  the  cafks,  which  they  fupply, 
ftill  obtain  a  handfome  profit. 

A  thoufand  barrels  of  clams  are  equal  in  value  to  Ox. 
or  eight  thoufand  bufhels  of  Indian  corn  ;  and  are  pro- 
cured with  not  more  labour  and  expenfe.  When  there- 
fore the  fifhes,  with  which  the  coves  of  Orleans  abound, 
are  alfo  taken  into  confideration,  they  may  juftly  be 
regarded  as  more  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants,  than  if 
the  fpace  which  they  occupy  was  covered  with  the  mofi 
fertile  foil.  The  riches  which  they  yield  are  inexhaufti- 
ble,  provided  they  are  not  too  wantonly  lavifhed.  For 
after  a  portion  of  the  fhore  has  been  dug  over,  and 
almoft  all  the  clams  taken  up,  at  the  end  of  two  years*, 
it  is  faid,  they  are  as  plenty  there  as  ever.  It  is  even  af- 
firmed by  many  perfons,  that  it  is  as  neceflary  to  ftir  the 
clam  ground  frequently,  as  it  is  to  hoe  a  field  of  potatoes  ; 
becaufe  if  this  labour  is  omitted,  the  clams  will  be  crowd- 
ed too  clofely  together,  and  will  be  prevented  from  increaf- 
ing  in  fize. 

The  land  of  Orleans  being  cultivated  by  none  but  the 
old  men  and  fmall  boys,  the  flower  of  the  people,  between 
the  ages  of  twelve  and  forty-five,  are  engaged  in  the  cod- 
fifhery.  As,  however,  not  a  fifhing  vefiel  is  owned  by  the 
inhabitants,  they  fail  from  Duxbury,  Plymouth,  Chatham, 

Provincetown. 
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Provincetown,  and  other  places.  The  only  veffels  belong- 
ing to  Orleans  are  three  coalers,  which  bring  fire  wood 
and  lumber  from  the  diftricl:  of  Maine,  and  one  packet, 
which  fails  to  Bolton  from  Rock  harbour. 

When  the  cenfus  was  taken  in  1800,  the  number  of  in- 
habitants was  a  thoufand  and  ninety-five.  There  are  at 
prefent  a  hundred  and  feventy-four  families,  who  occupy  a 
hundred  and  forty-one  dwelling  houfes.  Thefe  hbufes  are 
in  general  neat,  convenient  buildings  ;  but  five  of  them 
only  are  two  ftories  in  height.  The  houfes  in  no  part  of 
the  townihip  are  collected  into  a  village,  though  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  meeting  houfe  they  are  nearer  to- 
gether than  in  any  other  place.  There  are  three  fchool 
houfes,  The  meeting  houfe,  which  has  lately  been  repair- 
ed, ftands  on  the  ifthmus  of  Pochet. 

The  inhabitants  are  Congregationalifts.  Their  firft  min- 
ifler,  Mr.  Ofborn,  was  a  man  of  wifdom  and  virtue.  Be- 
fide  teaching  his  people  the  ufe  of  peat,  he  contributed 
much  to  their  profperity,  by  introducing  new  improve- 
ments in  agriculture,  and  by  fetting  them  the  example  of 
economy  and  induftry.  But  his  good  qualities  and  fer- 
vices  did  not  avail  him  :  for  embracing  the  religion  of  Ar- 
minius,  his  parifhioners,  who  ftill  retained  the  faith  of 
Calvin,  thought  proper  to  difmifs  him  about  the  year 
1737.  From  Eaftham  he  removed  to  Bofton,  where  he 
kept  a  private  grammar  fchool  eight  or  ten  years.  He 
died  about  thirty  years  ago,  aged  between  ninety  and  a 
hundred. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Rev.  Jofeph  Crocker,  who  was  or- 
dained September  12th.  1739.*  Mr.  Crocker  was  a  ftricl 
Calvinift,  a  man  of  prudence,  faithful  as  a  minifter,  but 
^deftitute  of  popular  talents  as  a  fpeaker,  a  hard  Undent  in 
'I  theology,  but  without  much  information  on  other  fubje&s, 
I  mild  in  his  temper  and  affectionate  in  his  manners,  greatly 
'■beloved  by  his  people,  and  exemplarily  pious.  He  died 
I  March  2d.  1772. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Bafcom,  the  prefent  paftor,  was  ordained 
IJjOftober  14th.  1772.*  Senex  emunclte  naris,  doc7us9  et  auclor 
'melegantium  verborum  ;  facetus^  et  dulcis  feftique  fermonis.      r.  s. 

Note 
*  Orleans  Chh.  Rec, 
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Note  on  Wellfleet,  in  the  County  of    Barnsta- 
ble,   EXTRACTED    FROM    A    LETTER    FROM    ReV.    LEVI 

Whitman,  dated  October  8th.   1802, 

THE  number  of  veffels  owned  in  Wellfleet  is  twenty- 
five*  Five  are  engaged  in  the  whale  fifhery  this  year 
at  the  Straits  of  Belle  Ifle  and  Newfoundland.  They  carry 
fait  ;  and  what  they  want  in  loading  with  oil,  they  make 
up  in  cod  fifh.  Of  thefe,  one  is  of  a  hundred  tons,  three 
of  feventy-five,  and  one  of  fifty-feven.  There  are  four 
yeffels,  that  are  engaged  in  the  cod  and  mackerel  fifhery 
chiefly  ;  which  are  one  of  fifty-four  tons,  the  other  three 
of  about  forty  tons  each.  Four  veffels  are  employed  in 
4  carrying  oyfters  to  Bofton,  Salem,  Newbury-port,  and 
Portland,  containing  about  thirty  tons  each.  The  other 
twelve  are  fmall  veffels,  containing  from  fixteen  to  twenty- 
five  tons  each  ;  and  are  engaged  in  fifhing  round  the  Cape. 
They  take  mackerel,  cod,  and  haddock  ;  and  when  they 
load  quick  with  halibut,  they  run  into  Bofton,  and  like- 
wife  with  mackerel. 


A  Description  of   PpvOvincetown,  in    the    County 

o?  Barnstable.     September,  1802. 

IN  the  third  volume  of  the  Mafiachufetts  Magazine  is  an 
entertaining  defcription  of  Provincetown.  To  that 
interefting  paper,  which  was  written  in  1790,  the  follow- 
ing is  intended  as  a  fupplement. 

Provincetown  is  fituated  in  latitude  42  °.  03'.  N.  and 
longitude  700.  09',  W.  from  Greenwich.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  fouth-eaft  by  Truro.  The  length  of  the  townihip,: 
from  thefe  limits  to  Wood  end,  is  three  miles  and  a  half. 
The  mean  breadth  is  two  miles  and  a  half.  Its  diitance 
from  Bofton,  by  land,  is  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles. 

The  townfhip  confifts  of  beaches  and  hills  of  fand,  eight 
fhallow  ponds,  and  a  great  number  of  fwamps.  The  molt 
remarkable  of  the  latter  is  named  the  Shank-painter  ;  be- 
ginning near  the  meeting  houfe,  and  extending  a  mile  in 
length.     The  little  wood,  which  remains,  is  principally 

pitch 
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pitch  pines.  Small  trees  of  maple,  beech,  and  afpen  are  in 
the  fwamps.  The  bufiies  are  whortleberries,  four  fpecies, 
(perhaps  two  of  the  four  varieties  only)  bay-berries,  and 
box-berries  :  there  are  alfo  a  few  beach  plums. 

Great  attention  is  now  paid  to  the  tranfplanting  of 
beach  grafs,  on  the  fides  of  the  hills  and  other  naked  fpots 
near  the  town.  The  roots  are  fet  three  or  four  feet  apart 
in  the  fpring  ;  and  the  grafs,  being  propagated  both  by 
the  roots  and  the  feed,  forms  a  clofe  body  in  three  or  four 
years.  There  are  feveral  other  plants,  which  grow  on  the 
beaches,  befide  thofe  mentioned  in  the  Defcription  of 
Chatham.  Among  thefe  is  the  rupture-wort  (herniaria 
glabra).  This  is  a  fmall,  low  plant ;  which,  when  brok- 
en, exudes  a  kind  of  milky  fubftance.  A  decoclion  of  it 
is  faid,  but  probably  without  reafon,  to  be  good  in  con- 
fumptive  cafes. 

The  townihip  is  in  the  form  of  a  hook :  the  ocean  is 
on  the  north  ;  Barnftable  bay  on  the  well ;  and  Cape  Cod 
harbour  on  the  fouth,  within  the  curve.  The  fouthern 
extremity  of  Herring  cove,  which  is  defcribed  in  another 
part  of  the  volume,*  is  Wood  end.  A  fhoal  extends  from 
it,  a  half  of  a  mile,  weft  fouth  weft,  called  Wood-end  Bar. 
Wood  end  is  half  way  between  Race  point  and  the  end  of 
Long  point  ;  and  ought  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
latter,  as  it  fometimes  erroneoufly  is  by  ftrangers.  The 
ihore  at  Race  point,  and  on  the  outfide  of  Long  point,  is 
very  bold.  The  diftance  between  thefe  two  points  is  fix 
miles. 

Long  point  is  a  low,  Tandy  beach,  which  can  with  diffi- 
culty be  difcerned  in  the  night  ;  but  which  is  dry  at  high 
water.  Unfortunately,  Des  Barres,  who,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, is  entitled  to  the  higheft  applaufe  for  his  great 
accuracy  in  delineating  the  coaft,  has  laid  down  this  point 
as  a  fhoal ;  which  has  led  all  other  map  makers,  who  have 
followed  him,  into  a  miftake.  It  ought  to  have  been 
marked  with  a  line  on  both  fides,  and  dotted,  like  the 
beach  of  Chatham.  The  chart  of  Captain  John  Fofter; 
Williams  will  convey  a  good  idea  of  it.  This  point  is 
from  a  hundred  to  five  hundred  yards  in  breadth.  A 
fhoal  extends  from  its  end,  fouth  fouth  eaft,  a  quarter  of 
a  mile. 

*Seep.  ua  Cape 
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Cape  Cod  harbour  is  formed  by  the  bending  of  the 
land,  from  Pamet  river  to  Long  point,  nearly  round  every 
point  of  the  compafs  :  it  is  completely  land-locked.  The 
diftance  from  Long  point  to  the  fhore  of  Truro  is  four 
miles  ;  and  from  the  fame  point  to  the  town,  two  miles. 
The  depth  of  water  in  the  anchoring  ground  is  from  three 
to  fourteen  fathoms  :  the  beft  holding  ground  is  in  four 
fathoms  and  a  half.  Veifels  anchor  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  from  the  town.  The  head  of  the  harbour  is  to- 
ward Wood  end.  There  are  here  flats  extending  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  more.  Flats  lie  all  along  the 
more  ;  but  do  not  reach  fo  far,  except  at  Eaft  harbour;, 
where  they  alfo  extend  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 

In  failing  from  Race  point,  at  the  diftance  of  a  half  of 
a  mile  from  it,  into  the  harbour,  the  courfe  is  fouth-fouth 
eaft,  till  the  light  houfe  bears  eaft  by  north.  Keep  this 
courfe  the  diftance  of  two  miles.  Then  run  north-eaft, 
till  the  light-houfe  bears  eaft  by  fouth.  After  which  fteer 
north-weft  into  the  harbour.* 

A  creek,  called  the  Mill  creek,  becaufe  there  was  for- 
merly a  mill  on  it,  runs  into  the  weftern  part  of  the 
harbour.  It  is  about  a  mile  in  length,  and  is  nearly  dry 
at  low  water. 

Common  tides  in  the  harbour  rife  twelve  feet. 

This  harbour  and  the  waters  near  it  afford  a  great 
variety  and  abundance  of  excellent  and  profitable  fifties. 
Herrings  are  caught,  principally  in  the  harbour,  from 
the  firft  of  October  to  the  firft  of  December.  Laft  year, 
between  five  and  fix  thoufand  barrels  were  taken  :  worth 
about  four  dollars  a  barrel.  Bafs  are  caught  in  the  har- 
bour, and  fometimes  on  the  outiide  of  Wood  end,  from  the 
firft  of  May  till  the  laft  of  November ;  about  three  hundred 
quintals  annually,  befide  what  are  daily  eaten  by  the 
inhabitants  :  worth  four  dollars  a  quintal.  The  firft 
mackerel,  which  are  carried  to  Bofton  market  in  the 
ipring,  are  taken  in  the  harbour  5  and  yield  a  handfome 
profit,  though  the  Bofton  marketmen  purchafe  them  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Provincetown  at  about  a  quarter  of 

what 

*  For  directions  for  failing  from  Bofton  light  houfe  to  Cape  Cod, 
the  diftance  between  which  is  fifteen  leagues,  fee  Capt.  J.  F.  Williams's 
Chart. 
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what  they  are  fold  for  in  the  capital.  Three  hundred 
barrels  are  every  year  pickled  and  fent  to  Bofton.  The 
mackerel,  bafs,  and  herring  are  caught  with  feines,  of 
which  there  are  about  fifty  in  the  town,  and  which  coil  a 
hundred  dollars  each.  Another  feine,  worth  fix  dollars, 
is  made  ufe  of  for  catching  mackerel  in  the  fpring,  and 
herring  for  bait.  Of  this  kind  there  are  about  two  hun- 
dred. Befide  the  boats  belonging  to  the  fifhing  veiTels, 
there  are  a  dozen  whaleboats,  and  about  a  hundred  more 
of  the  fame  form,  but  fhorter.  The  latter  catch,  annually, 
about  thirty  quintals  of  cod-fiih.  each,  chiefly  off  "Wood 
end.  Two  or  three  whales,  producing  about  a  hundred 
barrels  of  oil,  are  every  year  caught  in  the  harbour.  Black 
fifh  are  now  feldom  obtained.  About  two  hundred  fharks 
are  annually  caught  at  Race  point,  and  yield,  one  with 
another,  four  gallons  of  oil.  There  is  a  large  fhark  in  the 
harbour,  named  the  bone-fhark,  and  fimilar  in  fhape  to 
the  man-eating  fhark,  but  harmlefs  :  five  or  fix  are  taken 
in  a  year.  The  other*  fifties  in  the  harbour,  and  on  the 
coaft,  are  the  fturgeon,  eels  of  a  fuperiour  quality,  and  in 
great  abundance,  haddock,  torn-cod,  pollock,  flounder, 
halibut,  drummer,  manhadon,  horfe-mackerel,  dog- fifh, 
and  feveral  more,  enumerated  in  the  Defcription  of  Truro.* 
No  cufk,  blue-fifh,  fheep's-head,  tautaug,  fea-perch,  are 
found  in  the  harbour. 

There  are  mufcles,  fea-clams,  and  quahaUgs  ;  but  nei- 
ther oyfters  nor  fmall  clams.  The  greateil  part  of  the 
clam  bait  is  brought  from  Orleans,  Eaftham,  and  Wellneet. 

Lobfters,  of  an  excellent  quality,  are  obtained  in  great 
abundance  on  both  fides  of  Long  point.  Five  veiTels  are 
conftantly  employed  in  catching  them,  and  carrying  them 
to  the  market  of  New  York.  Two  fmacks  go  with  them 
to  the  Bofton  market.  Several  barrels  are  pickled,  and 
fent  to  the  former  place. 

•  In  1790,  the  inhabitants  "  employed  about  twen- 
ty veffels  in  the  cod-fifhery."  They  now  poflefs  thir- 
ty-three veiTels,  one  of  which  is  a  brig,  one  a  floop, 
and  the  reft  fchooners  :  their  number  of  tons  is  feven- 
teen  hundred  and  twenty-two.  Two  or  three  of  thefe 
veiTels   are  occafionally  engaged  in   the   merchants'  fer- 

*  Coll.  HUt,  Soc.  Vol.  III.  p.  199. 
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vice.  Beiide  which,  four  other  veffels,  containing  about 
three  hundred  tons,  partly  owned  in  Provincetown  and 
partly  in  Bofton,  are  alfo  employed  in  the  cod-fifhery,  and 
fit  out,  and  obtain  their  crews  from  this  place.  The  fifh- 
ing  veifels  go  to  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  the  coaft  of 
Labrador,  and  the  bay  of  Chaleur  ;  and  they  bring  home 
annually  about  thirty-three  thoufand  quintals  of  fifh,  which 
are  worth,  a  quintal,  about  three  dollars  and  a  third.  Thi3 
bufinefs  employs  three  hundred  men  and  boys  ;  a  quarter 
of  whom  belong  to  other  places.  Five  or  fix  of  the  veffels 
are  engaged  partly  in  the  cod-fifhery,  and  partly  in  the 
whale-fifhery  :  the  whale-fifhery,  however,  is  frnall,  and 
yields  little  profit.  About  half  of  the  fifli  caught  from  the 
veffels  are  cured  at  Provincetown.  All  the  provifions  and 
ffores  for  the  veffels  and  men  are  procured  in  Bofton  ;  and 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  fifh  fold  in  the  fame  place.  Eight 
thoufand  hoiHheads  of  fait  are  ufed  in  the  fisheries. 

Sea  fowls  were  formerly  plenty  on  the  mores  ;  but  they 
have  been  fo  frequently  molefted,  that  their  numbers  are 
much  reduced. 

The  town  is  a  mile  and  a  half  long.  More  than  two 
thirds  of  the  dwelling  houfes  are  built  clofe  to  the  har- 
bour :  a  few  fiand  back  in  vallies  ;  but  none  of  them  far 
from  the  fliore.  The  number  of  dwelling  houfes  is  a  hun- 
dred and  forty-four,*  eight  of  which  are  within  the  limits 
of  Truro.  Two  of  the  houfes  only  are  two  ftories  in 
height.  Mod  of  thefe  houfes  are  new,  neat,  painted,  and 
well  finifhed.  When  the  cenfus  was  taken  in  1800,  there 
were  eight  hundred  and  twelve  fouls.  At  prefent,  there 
are  a  hundred  and  ninety-eight  families.  If  there  be  the 
fame  proportion  between  the  families  and  fouls  as  there 
was  in  1790,!  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  now  muft 
be  nine  hundred  and  forty-fix.* 

There  are  ninety  ftores,  in  which  fifh  is  depofited,  five 
houfes  for  the  fmoking  of  herring,  four  or  five  fhops, 
twenty  barns,  and  two  windmills.  One  of  the  windmills 
goes  with  fliers  in  the  infide,  and  appears  like  a  large  and 

lofty 

*  The  number  of  dwelling  houfes  and  families  in  Dennis,  Orleans, 
Eaftham,  and  Provincetown,  as  given  in  this  volume,  is  from  aclual 
enumeration. 

t  See.  U.  S.  Cenfus  for  1790,  p«  29. 
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lofty  tower.  As  it  Hands  on  a  high  hill,  it  is  feen  at  a 
great  diftance  •>  and  to  feamen  entering  the  harbour  is 
a  confpicuous  object* 

The  number  of  fait  works  is  given  in  the  Defcription  of 
Dennis*  Province  town  is  remarkably  well  fituated  for 
carrying  on  this  ufeful  manufacture.  The  works  are 
erected  clofe  to  the  dwelling  houfes,  directly  under  the 
eye  of  the  owners^  and  can  be  covered  and  uncovered 
with  little  expenfe  of  time  s  They  fland  under  the  fand 
hills,  which  face  the  fouth,  and  reflect  on  them  a  ilrong 
heat  :  add  to  which,  that  no  frefh  ftreams  run  into  the 
harbour,  the  water  of  which  mull  be  as  fait  as  that  of 
the  ocean*  The  effect  of  thefe  caufes  is,  that  the  fame 
number  of  fuperficial  feet  yield  more  fait,  the  water 
I  evaporating  fafter,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  county. 

The  townfhip  is  the  property  of  the  fiate,  and  titles 

I  are  firfl  obtained    by  pofTefhon   and  improvement.      So 

||  many  houfes  and  works  have  been  erected,  and  the  town 

i|  is  in  fo  flourifhing  a  fituation,  that  building  fpots  now  fell 

at  a  high  price  :  they  are  transferred  by  quit-claim  deeds. 

The  other  buildings  are,  a  houfe  erected  by  King 
Hiram's  lodge  of  free  mafons,  in  1795,  the  upper  apart- 
ment  of  which  is  a  well  fmiHied  hall,  and  the  lower  ftory 
of  which  is  divided  into  two  rooms,  appropriated  to 
fchool  houfes  :  two  other  fchool  houfes  :  a  decent  Congre- 
gational meeting  houfe,  erected  in  1793  :  and  a  fmall 
Methodift  meeting  houfe.  The  Methodifts,  who  appeared 
to  flourifh  awhile,  are  reduced  to  twelve  families. 

The  climate  and  difeafes  of  Provincetown  do  not  dif- 
fer materially  from  thofe  of  other  parts  of  the  county. 
The  air,  though  naturally  pure,  is  rendered  unpleafant 
by  the  fifh  flakes  which  furround  the  houfes.  In  the 
year  1794,  a  fever  .proved  Very  mortal.  It  is  foppofed 
to  have  been  occafioned  by  a  number  of  marks,  which 
were  left  to  putrefy  on  the  fhore  near  the  town.  At 
:prefent,  the  inhabitants  appear  to  be  attentive  in  removing 
tfuch  difgufting  objects  out  of  the  way. 

Cape  Cod  was  originally  a  part  of  Truro.     In  1714, 

lit   was  made  a  diftrict  or   precinct,  and  put  under    the 

I  conftablerick  of  that  town.     It  was  incorporated  into   a 

townfhip,  by  the   name   of  Provincetown,   June   14th. 

C  c       ivqI vul]  17 27 > 
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1727,  and  in  veiled  with  peculiar  privileges,  the  inhabitants 
being  exempted  from  taxation.  At  that  time,  and  for 
ten  or  twelve  years  after,  it  was  a  flourifhing  place, 
containing  a  number  of  dwelling  houfes,  and  feveral 
Shops  and  flores.  Not  long  after  this  period,  the  inhab- 
itants began  to  forfake  the  town  ;  and  before  the  year 
174.8,  it  was  reduced  to  two  or  three  families.  In  1755, 
it  contained  about  ten  dwelling  houfes.  No  notice  is 
taken  of  it  in  the  cenfus  of  1764.  In  1776,  there  were 
in  it  thirty-fix  families,  two  hundred  and  five  fouls, 
and  about  twenty  dwelling  houfes.  It  remained  in  a 
Slate  of  depreilion  during  the  revolutionary  war  ;  in  the 
former  period  of  which  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  who,  whenever  they  pleafed, 
entered  the  harbour,  and  exacled  thofe  fupplies,  which 
the  inhabitants  were  able  to  furnifh.  When  the  bleffings 
of  peace  at  length  returned,  it  began  to  lift  up  its  head  ; 
and  without  meeting  with  any  remarkable  misfortune  to 
check  its  progrefs,  it  has  gradually  rifen  to  its  prefent 
{late  of  profperity. 

During  the  former  flourifhing  period  of  Provincetown 
Mr.  Spear  was  the  minister.  His  flock  having  forfaken 
Mm,  he  was  compelled  at  lafl  to  remove.  The  church 
•remained  without  a  pallor  a  long  time  ;  but  was  occa- 
sionally Supplied  with  preachers,  the  province  paying 
twenty  pounds  a  year  for  the  Support  of  the  gofpel 
January  20th.  1774,  Rev.  Samuel  Parker  was  ordained 
and  for  twelve  years,  received,  annually,  forty-five 
pounds  from  the  government.  Since  that  period  the 
pallor  has  been  fupported  entirely  by  the  inhabitants,    r 


A  Calculation  of  the  State  of  the  Cod  ani 
Whale  Fisheries,  belonging  to  Massachusetts 
in  1763  :   copied  from  a  paper  published  in  1 764 

300  vefTels  in  the  cod-fifhery  caught  102,265       Sterling- 

quintals  of  merchantable  fifh,  at  12/i       -     ^-61,359  oc 
and  137,794  quintals  of  Weft-India  fifh,  at  gf.      62,007  ot 

123,366  ot 
(Carried  over 
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Brought  over.  ,£.123,366  06 

90  mackerel  vetTels,  at  200  barrels  each,  are 

18,000  barrels,  at  i8f.  -         -         -  16,200  00 

Shad,  alewives,  and  other  pickled  fifti,  10,000 

barrels,  at  10/I.  ■      -         -         -         -         -        5,000  00 

12  barrels  of  oil  to  each  cod-fifhing  veffel  are 

3,600,  at  30/I         -         -         -         »         -  5*400  00 

15,000  hogiheads  for  packing  the  Weft-India 

iiih,  at  6/1         -         *         -         -         -         -       4^$°°  °° 

Weft-India  iiih  from  Nova  Scotia  and  New- 
foundland, in  return  for  proviiions,  rum, 
fugar,  and  moiailes         .         .         .  10,000  00 

180  fail  of  whale-fHhing  vefTels,  the  exporta- 
tions  to  Great  Britain  amounting,  in  oil 
and  bone,  to  75,000  00 

To  the  Weft -Indies  and  the  Continent  in  do.        3?5oo  00 

Total.     £.242,966  06 


A  Relation  or  Journal  of  a  Plantation  settled 
at  Plymouth  in  New  England,  and  Proceedings 
thereof  :  first  printed  in  l622,  and  abbrevi- 
ATED in  Purchas's  Pilgrims,  Book  x.  Chap.  iv. 
London.   1625.  (1) 

1.  "YJTTEDNESDA.Y,  the  fixth  of  September,  the 
VV  wind  coming  eaft-north-eaft,  a  fine  fmall  gale, 
we  loofed  from  Plymouth,  having  been  kindly  entertain- 
ed and  courteouily  ufed  by  divers  friends  there  dwelling  5 
and  after  many  difficulties  in  boifterous  ftorms,  at  length, 

by 

( 1 )  Purchas's  Pilgrims  has  become  a  very  fcarc.e  work.  The  fifth 
volume  in  particular,  called  the  fourth  part  in  the  title  page,  and 
beginning  with  the  fixth  book  and  ending  with  the  tenth,  is  fo  rare, 
that  the  Hiftorical  Society  has  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  it.  This  is 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  this  volume  is  the  moft  interefting  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  the  difcovery  and  planta- 
tion of  Virgiaia  and  New  England.  In  the  tenth  book  are  two 
valuable  papers,  which  give  an  account  of  the  fettlement  of  Plymouth 
and  its  hiftory  to  September,  1623,     Theje  it  h%$  bees  thought  proper 

to 
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by  God's  providence,  upon  the  ninth  of  November  fol- 
lowing, by  break  of  the  day,  we  efpied  land,  which  we 
deemed  to  be  Cape  Cod,  and  fo  afterward  it  proved. 
Upon  the  eleventh  of  November,  we  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  bay,  which  is  a  good  harbour  and  pleafant  bay, 
circled  round,  except  in  the  entrance,  which  is  about  four 
miles  over  from  land  to  land,  compaiTed  about  to  the  very  fea 
with  oaks,(2)  pines,  juniper,  faffafras,  ancl  other  fweet  wood. 
It  is  a  harbour  wherein  a  thoufand  fail  of  mips  may  fafely 
ride.  There  we  relieved  ourfelves  with  wood  and  water, 
and  refrefhed  our  people,  while  our  fhallop  was  fitted  to 
coaft  the  bay,  to  fearch  for  an  habitation.  There  was  the 
greateft  ftore  of  fowl  that  ever  we  faw. 

2.  And  every  day  we  faw  whales  playing  hard  by  us  ; 
of  which  in  that  place,  if  we  had  inftruments  and  means 
to  take  them,  we  might  have  made  a  very  rich  return, 
which  to  our  great  grief  we  wanted.  Our  mailer  and  his 
mate,  and  others,  experienced  in  fifhing,  profeffed  we 
might  have  made  three  or  four  thoufand  pounds  worth  of 
oil.  They  preferred  it  before  Greenland  whale-fifhing, 
and  purpofe  the  next  winter  to  fim  for  whale  here.  For 
cod  we  allayed,  but  found  none  :  there  is  good  {lore  no 
doubt  in  their  feafon.  Neither  got  we  any  fiih  all  the 
time  we  lay  there,  but  fome  few  little  ones  on  the  more. 
We  found  great  mufcleSjQ)  and  very  fat  and  full  of  fea 
pearl ; 

to  reprint  ;  and  the  volume  has  been  borrowed  from  the  library  of 
Harvard  college  for  the  purpofe.  The  firft  paper  here  prefented  to  the 
publick  is  anonymous  ;  but  it  is  quoted  by  Prince  and  Belknap  under 
the  title  of  Mourt's  Relation.  Mourt  was  probably  nothing  more  than 
the  printer  or  publifher  of  the  original  work,  which  Purchas  has  abridg- 
ed. From  internal  evidence  it  appears  to  have  been  written  by  one  of 
the  company  ;  and  were  not  the  Indian  names  fpelled  in  a  manner  dif- 
ferent from  thole  in  the  fecond  paper,  it  might  without  hefitation  be  at- 
tributed to  Winflow.  In  this  edition  the  paragraphs  are  numbered  ;  and 
notes  are  added  by  the  editor,  r.  s. 

(2)  Few  trees  are  now  left  round  Cape  Cod  harbour.  That  they' 
were  formerly  common,  appears  from  the  ftumps  ftili  remaining  (See 
Mafl*.  Mag.  Vol.  III.  p.  150)  and  from  the  name  Wood  end.  An  aged- 
gentleman  has  informed  the  editor,  that  in  1 740,  there  was  a  number  of 
oaks  in  the  woods  north-weft  of  Eaft  harbour. 

(3)  Though  mufcles  are  found  in  Cape  Cod  harbour,  yet  the  fea 
clam,  or  ben,  feems  to  be  meant,  as  it  frequently  produces  on  the  ftom- 
ach  the  effe&s  here  defcribed.     See  Defcription  of  Orleans,  p.  192* 
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pearl ;  but  we  could  not  eat  them,  for  they  made  us  all 
lick  that  did  eat,  as  well  failors  as  paiTengers.  They  cauf- 
ed  to  caft  and  fcour  ;  but  they  were  foon  well  again.  The 
bay  is  fo  round  and  circling,  that  before  we  could  come  to 
anchor,  we  went  round  all  the  points  of  the  compafs.  We 
could  not  come  near  the  more  by  three  quarters  of  an 
Englifli  mile,  becaufe  of  ihallow  water  (4)  ;  which  was  a 
great  prejudice  to  us  ;  for  our  people,  going  on  more, 
were  forced  to  wade  a  bow-Ihot  or  two  in  going  aland, 
which  caufed  many  to  get  colds  and  coughs  j  for  it  was 
many  times  freezing  cold  weather. 

3.  This  day,  before  we  came  to  harbour,  obferving 
fome  not  well  affected  to  unity  and  concord,  but  gave  fome 
appearance  of  faction,  it  was  thought  good  there  mould  be* 
an  aifociation  and  agreement,  that  we  mould  combine  to- 
gether in  one  body,  and  to  fubmit  to  fuch  government 
and  govern  ours,  as  we  fhould  by  common  confent  agree 
to  make  and  choofe,  and  fet  our  hands  to  this  that  follows 
word  for  word. 

4.  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  We,  whofe  names  are 
underwritten,  the  loyal  fubjecls  of  our  dread  fovereign 
lord,  king  James,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  hav- 
ing undertaken,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  advancement 
of  the  chrifiian  faith,  and  honour  of  our  king  and  country, 
a  voyage  to  plant  the  firft  colony  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Virginia,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  folemnly  and  mutually, 
in  the  prefence  of  God  and  one  of  another,  covenant 
and  combine  ourfelves  together  in  a  civil  body  politick, 
for  our  better  ordering  and  prefervation,  and  furtherance 
of  the  ends  aforeiaid  ;  and  by  virtue  hereof  to  enact, 
conftitute,  and  frame,  fuch  juft  and  equal  laws,  ordinances, 
acts,  conllitutions,  offices,  from  time  to  time,  as  fha!l  be 
thought  moil  meet  and  convenient  for  the  general  good 
of  the  colony  ;  unto  which  we  promife  all  due  fubmimon 
and  obedience.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  hereunder 
fubfcribed  our  names,  Cape  Cod,  eleventh  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign  lord,  king  James 

of 

w; ■-■■■■  .  ■!   .i.  .       1  „i  ..i.,    ■  in  ...  1    T         )•  ■        <■     V     >4 

(4)  See  Defcription  of  Provincetown,  p.  198. 
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of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  the  eighteenth,  and  of 
Scotland  the  fifty-fourth,  Anno  Domini  1620. 

5.  The  fame  day,  fo  foon  as  we  could,  we  fet  afhore 
fifteen  or  fixteen  men,  well  armed,  with  fome  to  fetch 
wood,  for  we  had  none  left  ;  as  alfo  to  fee  what  the 
land  was,  and  what  inhabitants  they  could  meet  with. 
They  found  it  to  be  a  fmall  neck  of  land  (5)  :  on  this 
iide  where  we  lay  is  the  bay  (6)  :  and  the  fur  theft  fide  the 
fea(7)  :  the  ground  or  earth,  fand  hills,  much  like  the 
downs  in  Holland,  but  much  better  :  the  cruft  of  the 
the  earth,  a  fpit's  (8)  depth,  excellent  black  earth  :  all 
wooded  (9)  with  oaks,  pines,  faflafras,  juniper,  birch, 
holly,  vines,  fome  afli,  walnut  :  the  wood  for  the  molt 
part  open  and  without  under-wood,  fit  either  to  go  or 
ride  in.  At  night  our  people  returned,  but  found  not 
any  perfon,  nor  habitation  ;  and  laded  their  boat  with 
juniper,  which  fmelled  very  fweet  and  ftrong,  and  of 
which  we  burnt  the  moft  part  of  the  time  we  lay  there. 

6.  Monday,  the  thirteenth  of  November,  we  unfhipped 
our  ihallop,  and  drew  her  on  land,  to  mend  and  repair 
her,  having  been  forced  to  cut  her  down  in  beftowing 
her  betwixt  the  decks  ;  and  ihe  was  much  opened  with 
the  people's  lying  in  her  ;  which  kept  us  long  there,  for 
it  was  iixteen  or  feventeen  days  before  the  carpenter  had 
finifhed  her.  Our  people  went  on  more  to  refrefh  them- 
felves,  and  our  women  to  wafh,  as  they  had  great  need. 
But  whilft  v/e  lay  thus  ftilj,  hoping  our  shallop  would  be 
ready  in  five  or  fix  days  at  the  furtheft  (but  our  carpenter 
made  flow  work  of  it,  fo  that)  fome  of  our  people,  impa- 
tient 


(5)  The  men  appear  to  have  been  landed  on  Long  point,  which  tra- 
dition fays  has  been  dirninifhed  in  its  length,  breadth,  and  height. 

^(6)  By  the  bay  is  intended  the  harbour.  See  par.  1.  and  par.  23. 
where  Plymouth  harbour  is  called  a  bay  ;  and  par.  58,  where  the 
fame  name  is  given  to  the  harbour  of  Cummaquid,  or  Barnftable. 

(7)  That  is,  Barnftable  bay. 

(8)  The  depth  of  a  fpade. 

(9)  See  Note  (2). 
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tient  of  delay,  defired  for  our  better  furtherance  to  travel 
by  land  into  the  country  ;  which  was  not  without  ap- 
pearance of  danger,  not  having  the  fhallop  with  them, 
nor  means  to  carry  provifion  but  on  their  backs  ;  to 
fee  whether  it  might  be  fit  for  us  to  feat  in  or  no  ;  and 
the  rather,  becaufe  as  we  failed  into  the  harbour3  there 
feerned  to  be  a  river  opening  itfelf  into  the  main  land. 
The  willingnefs  of  the  perfons  was  liked,  but  the  thing 
itfelf,  in  regard  of  the  danger,  was  rather  permitted  than 
approved  :  and  fo  with  cautions,  directions,  and  inftruc- 
tions,  fixteen  men  were  fet  out,  with  every  man  his 
mufket,  fword,  and  corflet,  under  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Miles  Standiih  ;  unto  whom  was  adjoined,  for  counfe! 
and  advice,  William  Bradford,  Stephen  Hopkins,  and 
Edward  Tilley. 

7.  Wednefday,  the  fifteenth  of  November,  they  were 
fet  afhore  (10);  and  when  they  had  ordered  themfelves 
in  order  of  a  fingle  file,  and  marched  about  the  fpace  of 
a  mile  by  the  fea,  they  efpied  five  or  fix  people,  with  a 
dog,  coming  towards  them,  who  were  favages  ;  who, 
when  they  faw  them,  ran  into  the  woods,  and  whittled 
the  dog  after  them,  &c.  Firft  they  fuppofed  them  to  be 
Matter  Jones,  the  matter,  and  fome  of  his  men  ;  for  they 
were  afhore  and  knew  of  their  coming  :  but  after  they 
knew  them  to  be  Indians,  they  marched  after  them  into 
the  wood,  left  other  of  the  Indians  mould  lie  in  ambuftu 
But  when  the  Indians  faw  our  men  following  them, 
they  ran  away  with  might  and  main  ;  and  our  men 
turned  out  of  the  wood  after  them,  for  it  was  the  way 
they  intended  to  go,  but  they  could  not  come  near  them. 
They  followed  them  that  night  about  ten  miles  (n)  by 
the  trace  of  their  footings,  and  faw  how  they  had  come 
the  fame  way  they  went,  and  at  a  turning  perceived 
how  they  ran  up  a  hill,  to  fee  whether  they  followed  them. 
At  length,  night  came  upon  them,  and  they  were  con- 
ftrained  to  take  up  their  lodging  (12).     So  they  fet  forth 

three 

(10)  The  men  were  probably  fet  afhore  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Mill 
creek. 

(11)  The  diflances  in  this  paper  are  over-rated. 

(12)  ProbahJy  near  Stout's  creek, 
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three  fentinels  ;  and  the  reft,  fome  kindled  a  lire,  and 
others  fetched  woods,  and  there  held  our  rendezvous  that 
night. 

8.  In  the  morning,  fo  foon  as  we  could  fee  the  trace, 
we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  had  the  track  until  we" 
had  compaffed  the  head  of  a  long  creek(i3)  ;  and  there 
they  took  into  another  wood,  and  we  after  them,  fuppof* 
ing  to  find  fome  of  their  dwellings^  But  we  marched 
thorough  boughs  and  bullies,  and  under  hills  and  vallie3(  1 4), 
which  tore  our  very  armour  in  pieces,  and  yet  could  meet 
with  none  of  them,  nor  their  houfes,  nor  find  any  frefh 
water,  which  we  greatly  defired  and  flood  in  need  of  j  for 
we  brought  neither  beer  nor  water  with  us,  and  our  vic- 
tuals was  only  bifcuit  and  Holland  cheefe,  and  a  little  bot- 
tle of  aquavitae,  fo  as  we  were  fore  athirib  About  ten 
o'clock  we  came  into  a  deep  valley(i5),  full  of  brufh, 
wood-gaile5  and  long  grafs,  through  which  we  found  little! 
paths  or  tracks  ;  and  there  we  faw  a  deer,  and  found 
fprings  of  frelh  water(i6),  of  which  we  were  heartily 
glad,  and  fat  us  down  and  drunk  our  firft  New  England 
water,  with  as  much  delight  as  ever  we  drunk  drink  in  all 
our  lives. 

9,  When  we  had  refrelhed  ourfelves,  we  directed  our 
eourfe  full  fouth(i7),  that  we  might  come  to  the  fhore  ; 
which  within  a  fhort  while  after  we  did,  and  there  made 
a  fire,  that  they  in  the  fliip  might  fee  where  we  were,  as 
we  had  direction  ;  and  fo  marched  on  towards  this  fup^ 
pofed  river.     And  as  we  went  in  another  valley,  we  found 

a  fine 

(13)  Earl-harbour  creek* 

(14)  Excepting  the  trees  and  bufhes,  which  have  difappeared,  this  is 
an  exact  defcription  of  that  part  of  Truro  called  Eaft  harbour. 

(15)  In  this  valley  is  the  fmall  village  of  Eaft  harbour.  It  is  going 
to  decay,  and  probably  will  not  long  exift. 

(16)  In  the  midft  of  the  valley  abovementioned  is  a  fwamp,  called  I 
Dyer's  fwamp.  Around  it  was  formerly  a  number  of  fprings  of  frefh  1 
water  ;  and  a  few  ftill  remain,  though  probably  before  another  century  1 
is  clofed,  they  will  be  choked  with  fand,  as  many  of  them  already  have , 
been. 

(17)  The  courfe  from  Dyer's  fwamp  to  the  Pond  is  fouth. 
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a  fine  clear  pond  of  frefh  water(  18),  being  about  a  mufket- 
fhot  broad,  and  twice  as  long.  There  grew  alfo  many, 
fmall  vines  ;  and  fowl  and  deer(ic))  haunted  there.  There 
grew  much  faffafras.  From  thence  we  went  on,  and 
found  much  plain  ground  (20),  about  fifty  acres  fit  for 
the  plough,  and  fome  figns  where  the  Indians  had  for- 
merly planted  their  corn.  After  this  fome  thought  it 
beft,  for  nearnefs  of  the  river,  to  go  down  and  travel 
on  the  fea  fands,  by  which  means  fome  of  our  men 
were  tired  and  lagged  behind.  So  we  flayed  and  gathered 
them  up,  and  ftruck  into  the  land  again  (21);  where 
we  found  a  little  path  to  certain  heaps  of  fand,  one 
whereof  was  covered  with  old  mats,  and  had  a  wooden 
thing  like  a  mortar,  whelmed  on  the  top  of  it,  and  an 
earthen  pot  laid  in  a  little  hole  at  the  end  thereof. 
We  mufing  what  it  might  be,  digged  and  found  a  bow, 
and,  as  we  thought,  arrows,  but  they  were  rotten.  We 
luppofed  there  were  many  other  things  ;  but  becaufe 
we  deemed  them  graves,  we  put  in  the  bow  again,  and 
made  it  up  as  it  was,  and  left  the  reft  untouched,  becaufe 
we  thought  it  would  be  odious  unto  them  to  ranfack 
their  fepulchres.  We  went  on  further  and  found  new 
ftubble,  of  which  they  had  gotten  corn   this  year,  and 

many 


(18)  This  pond  gives  name  to  the  principal  village  of  Truro.  It 
begins  near  the  weftern  fhore,  and  extends  eaft  ;  (See  Coll.  Hifr.  Soc 
Vol.  III.  p.  195.)  and  is  not  laid  down  in  any  map,  which  the  editor 
has  feen,  except  that  of  Norman's,  and  not  very  accurately  there,  as  the 
breadth  is  too  great  in  proportion  to  its -length.  In  the  map  of  the  State 
lately  publifhed,  it  is  erroneoufly  made  to  communicate  with  the  bay. 
Eaft  of  it,  on  the  Clay  pounds,  Hands  the  light  houfe,  which  is  placed 
too  far  fouth  in  all  the  maps,  except  that  of  Capt.  J.  F.  Williams.  In  a 
map  of  Maifachufetts,  publifhed  in  Hamburgh,  the  word  Pond  is  written 
on  the  fouth,  inftead  of  the  north,  fide  of  the  meeting  houfe.      The 

Igreateft  part  of  this  pond  is  now  filled  with  grafs  and  flags  in  fummer, 
I  though  it  is  ftill  a  pond  in  winter,  as  in  1620  it  probably  was  at  every 
feafon  of  the  year.  For  proofs  that  ponds  are  fometimes  filled  up, 
and  are  even  converted  into  fwamps,  fee  Coll.  Hift.  Soc.  Voh  III.  p.  172, 

(19)  Deer  have  been  feen  near  this  pond  by  perfons  now  living. 

(20)  The  land  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Pond  is  an  elevated  plain. 

(21)  Probably  at  the  Great  Hollow.  See  Cell  Hift.  Soc  Vol  IIL 
p.  196. 

D  d        ivoi  viii.j 
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many  walnut  trees  full  of  nuts,  and  great  ft  ore  of  ftraw- 
berries,  and  fome  vines.  Paffing  thus  a  field  or  two, 
which  were  not  great,  we  came  to  another  (22)-,  which 
had  alfo  been  new  gotten  ;  and  there  we  found  where 
an  houfe  had  been,  and  four  or  five  old  planks  laid  to- 
gether. Alfo  we  found  a  great  kettle,  which  had  been 
fome  {hip's  kettle,  and  brought  out  of  Europe.  There 
was  alfo  an  heap  of  fand,  made  like  the  former,  but  it  was 
newly  done  :  we  might  fee  how  they  paddled  it  with  their 
hands  ;  which  we  digged  up,  and  in  it  we  found  a  little 
old  bafket  full  of  fair  Indian  corn  ;  and  digged  further, 
and  found  a  fine  great  new  bafket,  full  of  very  fair  corn, 
of  this  year,  with  fome  fix  and  thirty  goodly  ears  of  corn,, 
fome  yellow,  and  fome  red,  and  others  mixt  with  blue, 
which  was  a  very  goodly  fight.  The  balket  was  round 
and  narrow  at  the  top.  It  held  about  three  or  four  bufh- 
els,  which  was  as  much  as  two  of  us  could  lift  up  from  the 
ground,  and  was  very  handfomely  and  cunningly  made, 
But  whilil  we  were  bufy  about  thefe  things,  we  fet  our 
men  fentinel  in  a  round  ring,  all  but  two  or  three  which 
digged  up  the  corn.  We  were  in  iufpence  what  to  do 
with  it  and  the  kettle  ;  and  at  length,  after  much  consul- 
tation, we  concluded  to  take  the  kettle,  and  as  much  of 
the  corn  as  we  could  carry  away  with  us  ;  and  when  our 
fhallop  came,  if  we  could  find  any  of  the  people,  and  came 
to  parley  with  them,  we  would  give  them  the  kettle  again^ 
and  fatisfy  them  for  their  corn. 

10.  So  we  took  all  the  ears,  and  put  a  good  deal  of  the 
loofe  corn  in  the  kettle,  for  two  men  to  bring  away  on  a 
ilaff.  Befides.  they  that  could  put  away  into  their  pock- 
ets, filled  the  fame.  The  reft  we  buried  again  ;  for  we 
were  fo  laden  with  armour,  that  we  could  carry  no  more. 

1 1 .  Not  far  from  this  place  we  found  the  remainder  of 

an 

(22)   From  the  Great  Hollow  the  fixteen  adventurers  travelled  fouthl 
to  the  hill,  which  terminates  in  Hopkins'  cliff.     This  they  named  Conn) 
hill.     Sec  par.  15.     The  Indians  formerly  dwelt  in  great  numbers  on:j 
this  hill  ;    and  the  fhells,  depofited  by  them  on  it,  are  ftill  ploughed  up ; 
in  abundance.     It  fhould  be  noted,  that  Hopkins'  cliff  is  on  the  north 
fide  of  Pamet  river,  and  that  north  of  the  Cliff  is  the  Great  Hollow. 
Jn  the  German  map  the  Great  Hollow  is  erroneoufly  placed  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  river.     The  name,  which  ought  to  have  been  written  there, 
is  Hog's  Back. 
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&n  old  fort  or  palifado,  which,  as  we  conceived,  had  been 
made  by  fome  chriftians.  This  was  alfo  hard  by  that 
place,  which  we  thought  had  been  a  river  ;  unto  which 
we  went  and  found  it  fo  to  be,  dividing  itfelf  into  two 
arms  by  an  high  bank,(23)  Handing  right  by  the  cut  or 
mouth,  which  came  from  the  fea*  That  which  was  next 
unto  us  was  the  lefs.(24)  The  other  arm  (25)  was  more 
than  twice  as  big,  and  not  unlike  to  be  an  harbour  for 
fhips  ;  but  whether  it  be  a  frefh  river,  or  only  an 
indraught  of  the  fea,  we  had  no  time  to  difcover,  for 
we  had  commandment  to  be  out  but  two  days.  Here 
alfo  we  law  two  canoes  ;  the  one  on  the  one  fide,  the 
other  on  the  other  fide.  We  could  not  believe  it  was  a 
canoe,  till  we  came  near  it.  So  we  returned,  leaving  the 
further  difcovery  hereof  to  our  fliallop  :  and  came  that 
night  back  again  to  the  frefh  water  pond  ;  and  there  we 
made  our  rendezvous  that  night,  making  a  great  fire,  and 
a  barricado  to  windward  of  us,  and  kept  good  watch 
with  three  fentinels  all  night,  every  one  ftanding  when 
his  turn  came,  while  five  or  fix  inches  of  match  was 
burning.     It  proved  a  very  rainy  night. 

12.  In 

(23)  This  is  an  accurate  defcription  of  the  entrance  of  Pamet  river* 
The  high  bank  is  now  called  Old  Tom's  hill ;  and  it  is  the  termination 
of  a  neck  of  land  fituated  between  the  two  creeks.  When  Truro  was 
jSrft  planted  by  the  Engliih,  this  neck,  with  feveral  other  tracts  of  land, 
was  referved  to  the  Indians  ;  from  which  circumftance  it  retains  the 
name  of  Indian  neck.  Prince,  in  whofe  Annals  very  few  errours  can 
be  detected,  has  fallen  into  a  great  miftake,  in  fuppofmg  that  Barnftable 
harbour  is  the  place  which  was  vifited.  (See  Ann.  p.  74.)  But  the 
defcription  does  not  fuit  the  harbour  of  Barnftable,  or  any  creek  or  inlet 
in  the  bay,  except  Pamet  harbour  j  and  as  Dr.  Belknap  rightly  obferves 
(Biog.  Vol.  II.  p.  176.)  neither  the  time  nor  diftance  can  agree  with 
Prince's  conjecture.  Barnftable  is  fifty  miles  from  Cape  Cod  harbour 
by  land  ;  a  diftance  which  could  not  have  been  travelled,  and  back 
again,  in  three  fliort  days  of  November. 

(24)  The  fmalleft  creek,  which  was  next  to  the  travellers,  is  called 
Hopkins'  creek.  There  is  on  it  a  body  of  fait  marfh,  which  runs  half 
way  acrofs  the  townfhip  of  Truro.  The  depth  of  water  in  this  creek, 
when  the  tide  is  in,  is  five  feet. 

(25)  Pamet  river  ;  which  extends  almoft  acrofs  the  townlhip,  being 
ieparated  from  the  ocean  by  nothing  but  a  narrow  beach.  It  runs 
through  a  body  of  fait  marfh,  which  is  accurately  laid  down  in  Des 
Barres'  chart,  though  the  whole  of  the  creek  itfelf  is  not  marked.  I» 
other  maps  the  marfh  is  converted  into  water, 
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12.  In  the  morning,  we  took  our  kettle  and  funk  it 
in  the  pond,  and  trimmed  our  mufkets,  for  few  of  them 
would  go  off,  becaufe  of  the  wet  ;  and  fo  coafted  the 
wood  (26)  again  to  come  home  ;  in  which  we  were 
ihrewdly  puzzled,  and  loft  our  way.  As  we  wandered, 
we  came  to  a  tree,  where  a  young  fprit  was  bowed  down 
over  a  bow,  and  fome  acorns  ftrewed  underneath.  Ste- 
phen Hopkins  faid,  it  had  been  to  catch  fome  deer.  So, 
as  we  were  looking  at  it,  William  Bradford  being  in  the 
rear,  when  he  came  looking  alfo  upon  it,  and  as  he  went 
about,  it  gave  a  fudden  jerk  up,  and  he  was  immediately 
caught  by  the  leg.  It  was  a  very  pretty  device,  made 
with  a  rope  of  their  own  making,  and  having  a  noofe  as 
artificially  made  as  any  roper  in  England  can  make,  and  as 
like  ours  as  can  be  ;  which  we  brought  away  with  us. 
In  the  end  we  got  out  of  the  wood,  and  were  fallen  about 
a  mile(27)  too  high  above  the  creek  ;  where  we  faw  three 
bucks,  but  we  had  rather  have  had  one  of  them.  We 
alfo  did  fpring  three  couple  of  partridges  ;  and  as  we 
came  along  by  the  creek,  we  faw  great  flocks  of  wild 
geefe  and  ducks,  but  they  were  very  fearful  of  us.  So 
we  marched  fome  while  in  the  woods,  fome  while  on 
the  fands,  and  other  while  in  the  water  up  to  the 
knees  (28)  ;  till  at  length  we  came  near  the  fhip  ;  and 
then  we  fhot  off  our  pieces,  and  the  long  boat  came  to 
fetch  us.  Matter  Jones  and  Mafter  Carver  being  on  the 
ihore,  with  many  of  our  people,  came  to  meet  us. — 
And  thus  we  came  both  weary  and  welcome  home  % 
and  delivered  in  our  corn  into  the  ftore,  to  be  kept  for 
feed,  for  we  knew  not  how  to  come  by  any,  and  there- 
fore was  very  glad,  purpofing  fo  foon  as  we  could  meet 

with 


(26)  The  wood  was  terminated  by  the  Pond,  by  the  fide  of  which 
they  travelled,  and  then  through  a  valley,  which  is  continued  from  it, 
eaft,  toward  the  ocean. 

(27)  This  brought  them  about  a  mile,  fouth-eaft,  of  the  head  of  Eaft 
harbour  creek. 

(28)  They  appear  to  have  waded  through  Stout's  creek,  and  alfo 
through  Mill  creek,  and  to  have  paffed  on  to  the  end  of  Long  point, 
from  which  the  fhip  lay  at  the  diftance  of  lefs  than  a  furlong.  See 
par.  19. 
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with  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  to  make  them 
large  fatisfaclion. 

13.  When  our  fliallop  was  fit  indeed,  before  fhe  was 
fully  fitted,  for  there  was  two  days  work  after  beftowed  on 
her,  there  was  appointed  fome  four  and  twenty  men  of  our 
own,  and  armed,  then  to  go  and  make  a  more  full  difcovery 
of  the  rivers  before  mentioned,  Mafter  Jones  was  defi- 
rous  to  go  with  us,  and  took  fuch  of  his  failors  as  he 
thought  ufeful  for  us  ;  fo  as  we  were  in  all  about  four 
and  thirty  men,  We  made  Mafter  Jones  our  leader  ; 
for  we  thought  it  beft  herein  to  gratify  his  kindnefs  and 
forwardnefs.  When  we  were  fet  forth,  it  proved  rough 
weather  and  crofs  winds  ;  fo  as  we  were  conftrained, 
fome  in  the  fiiailop,  and  others  in  the  long  boat,  to  row 
to  the  neareft  fhore  the  wind  would  fufier  them  to  go  un- 

I  to,  and  then  to  wade  out  above  the  knees,  The  wind  was 
I  fo  ftrong  as  the  fliallop  could  not  keep  the  water,  but  was 
j  forced  to  harbour  (29)  there  that  night  ;  but  we  marched 
||  fix  or  feven  miles  further,  and  appointed  the  fliallop  to 
j!  come  to  us  as  foon  as  they  could. 

14.  It  blowed  and  did  fnow  all  that  day  and  nighty 
jj  and  froze  withal.  Some  of  our  people  that  are  dead, 
I  took  the  original  of  their  death  here.       The  next  day, 

about  eleven  o'clock,  our  fliallop  came  to  us,  and  we 
j  fhipped  ourfelves  ;  and  the  wind  being  good,  we  failed 
to  the  river  we  formerly  difcovered,  which  we  named 
Cold  Harbour  (30)  ;  fo  which,  when  we  came,  we  found 
it  not  navigable  for  fliips  ;  yet  we  thought  it  might  be 
a  good  harbour  for  boats,  for  it  flows  there  twelve 
foot  (31)  at  high  water.  We  landed  our  men  be- 
tween the  two   creeks  (32),  and  marched  four   or  five 

miles 

(29)  In  Eafl  harbour.  The  men  who  marched,  federal  miles,  and 
what  they  fuppofed  to  be  fix  or  /even  miles  farther,  were  landed  on  the 
point  which  forms  this  harbour. 

(30)  At  the  requeft  of  the  editor,  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  Truro  have  agreed  to  revive  the  old  name  of  Cold  harbour. 

(31)  The  mouth  of  Pamet  river,  or  Cold  harbour,  is  twelve  feet 
deep  at  high  water.  Thence  the  water  gradually  decreafes  to  five  feet, 
which  is  the  depth  at  the  lower  bridge.  This  is  to  be  understood  of  the 
loweft  tides,  during  the  fummer. 

(32)  The  men  were  landed  at  Old  Tom's  hill. 
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miles(33)  by  the  greater  of  them,  and  the  fhallop  followed 
us.  At  length  night  grew  on,  and  our  men  were  tired  with 
marching  up  and  down  the  fteep  hills  and  deep  vallies  (34), 
which  lay  half  a  foot  thick  with  fnow.  Mafter  Jones, 
wearied  with  marching,  was  defirous  that  we  mould  take 
up  our  lodging,  though  fome  of  us  would  have  marched 
further.  So  we  made  there  our  rendezvous  for  that 
night  under  a  few  pine  trees  5  and  as  it  fell  out,  we  got 
three  geefe  and  fix  ducks  for  our  fupper,  which  we  ate 
with  foidier?s  ilomachs,  for  we  had  eaten  little  all  that 
day. 

1 5.  We  marched  to  the  place  where  we  had  the  corn 
formerly,  which  place  we  called  Corn-hill  (35)  ;  and 
digged  and  found  the  reft,  of  which  we  were  very  glad. 
We  alfo  digged  in  a  place  a  little  further  off,  and  found 
a  bottle  of  oil.  We  went  to  another  place,  which  we 
had  feen  before,  and  digged  and  found  more  corn,  viz. 
two  or  three  bafkets  full  of  Indian  wheat,  and  a  bag  of 
beans,  with  a  good  many  of  fair  wheat  (36)  ears.  Whilft 
fome  of  us  were  digging  up  this,  fome  others  found 
another  heap  of  corn,  which  they  digged  up  alfo  ;  fo  as 
we  had  in  all  about  ten  bufhels,  which  will  ferve  us  fuf- 
ficiently  for  feed.  And  fure  it  was  God's  good  provi- 
dence that  we  found  this  corn,  for  elfe  we  knew  not  how 
we  Ihould  have  done  ;  for  we  knew  not  how  we  fhould 
find  or  meet  with  any  of  the  Indians,  except  it  be  to  do 
us  a  mifchief.  Alfo  we  had  never  in  all  likelihood  feen 
a  grain  of  it,  if  we  had  not  made  our  firft  journey  ;  for  the 
ground  was  now  covered  with  fnow,  and  fo  hard  frozen, 
that  we  were  fain  with  our  cutlaffes  and  fhort  fwords 
to  hew  and  carve  the  ground  a  foot  deep,  and  then  wreft 
it  up  with  levers,  for  we  had  forgot  to  bring  our  tools. 
Whiifl  we  were  in  this  employment,  foul  weather  being 

towards, 

(33)  From  Old  Tom's  hill  to  the  head  of  Pamet  river  the  diitance 
is  about  three  miles  and  a  half,  as  the  hills  run,  or  three  miles  in  a 
ftraight  line.  The  tradition  is,  that  Pamet  river  was  formerly  deeper 
than  it  is  at  prefent,  and  therefore  the  fhallop  might  eafily  follow  them. 

(34)  This  is  an  exact:  defcription  of  the  land  on  Pamet  river. 

(35)  The  inhabitants  of  Truro  have  alfo  confentedto  revive  the  old 
name  of  Cornhill. 

(36)  Indian  corn  is  ftill  meant. 
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towards,  Mr.  Jones  was  earned  to  go  aboard  y  but  fun- 
dry  of  us  defired  to  make  further  difcovery,  and  find 
out  the  Indians'  habitations.  So  we  fent  home  with  him 
our  weakeft  people,  and  feme  that  were  fick,  and  all  the 
corn  ;  and  eighteen  of  us  flayed  ftill  and  lodged  there 
that  night,  and  defired  that  the  fhallop  might  return  to 
us  next  day,  and  bring  us  fome  mattocks  and  fpades  with 
them. 

16.  When  we  had  marched  five  or  fix  miles  in  th& 
woods,  and  could  find  no  figns  of  any  people,  we  returned 
again  another  way  ;  and  as  we  came  into  the  plain  ground, 
we  found  a  place  like  a  grave,  but  it  was  much  bigger 
and  longer  than  any  we  had  yet  feen.  It  was  alfo  cover- 
ed with  boards  ;  fo  as  we  mufed  what  it  mould  be,  and 
refolved  to  dig  it  up  :  where  we  found  firft  a  mat,  and 
under  that  a  fair  bow,  and  there  another  mat,  and  under 
that  a  board  about  three  quarters  long,  finely  carved  and 
painted,  with  three  tines  or  broches  on  the  top,  like  a 
crown.  Alfo  between  the  mats  we  found  bowls,  trays? 
difhes,  and  fuch  like  trinkets.  At  length  we  came  to 
a  fair  new  mat,  and  under  that  two  bundles,  the  one 
bigger, 4he  other  lefs.  We  opened  the  greater,  and  found 
in  it  a  great  quantity  of  fine  and  perfect,  red  powder, 
and  in  it  the  bones  and  fkull  of  a  man.  The  fkull  had 
fine  yellow  hair  ftill  on  it,  and  fome  of  the  flefh  uncon- 
fumed.  There  wns  bound  up  with  a  knife,  a  packneedle, 
and  two  or  three  oiv1  iron  things.  It  was  bound  up  in 
a  failor's  canvas  caffock  a^id  a  pair  of  cloth  breeches.  The 
red  powder  was  a  kind  of  embalment,  and  yielded  a 
ftrong,  but  no  offenfive  fmelL  It  was  as  fine  as  any  flour. 
We  opened  the  lefs  bundle  likewife,  and  found  of  the 
fame  powder  in  it,  and  the  bones  and  head  of  a  little 
child.  About  the  legs  and  other  parts  of  it  was  bound 
firings  and  bracelets  of  fine  white  beads  (37).  There  was 
alfo  by  it  a  little  bow,  about  three  quarters  long,  and  fome 
other  odd  knacks.  We  brought  fundry  of  the  prettieft 
things  away  with  us,  and  covered  the  corpfe  up  again. 
After  this,  we  digged  in  fundry  like  places,  but  found  no 
more  corn,  nor  any  thing  elfe  but  graves. 

17.  Whilfl 

(37)  Wampom,  mads  of  the  periwinkle* 
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17.  Whilft  we  were  thus  ranging  and  fearching,  two 
of  the  failors,  which  were  newly  come  on  the  fliore,  by- 
chance  efpied  two  houfes,  which  had  been  lately  dwelt  in, 
but  the  people  were  gone.  They,  having  their  pieces,  and 
hearing  nobody,  entered  the  houfes  and  took  out  fomething, 
and  durft  not  ftay,  but  came  again  and  told  us  i  fo  fome 
feven  or  eight  of  us  went  with  them,  and  found  how  we 
had  gone  within  a  flight  fhot  of  them  before.  The  houfes 
were  made  with  long  young  fapling  trees  bended,  and  both 
ends  ftuck  into  the  ground.  They  were  made  round  like 
unto  an  arbour,  and  covered  down  to  the  ground  with 
thick  and  well  wrought  mats  ;  and  the  door  was  not  over 
a  yard  high,  made  of  a  mat  to  open(38).  The  chimney 
was  a  wide  open  hole  in  the  top  ;  for  which  they  had  a 
mat  to  cover  it  clofe  when  they  pleafed.  One  might  ftand 
and  go  upright  in  them.  In  the  midfl:  of  them  were  four 
little  trunches  knocked  into  the  ground,  and  fmall  flicks 
laid  over,  on  which  they  hung  their  pots,  and  what  they 
had  to  feeth.  Round  about  the  fire  they  lay  on  mats, 
which  are  their  beds.  The  houfes  were  double  matted  } 
for  as  they  were  matted  without,  fo  were  they  within  with 
newer  and  fairer  mats.  In  the  houfes  we  found  wooden 
bowls,  trays,  and  diflies,  earthen  pots,  hand-bafkets  made 
of  crab-fhelis  wrought  together  ;  alfo  an  Englifh  pail  or 
bucket ;  it  wanted  a  bail,  but  it  had  two- iron  ears.  There 
was  alfo  bafkets  of  fundry  forts,  bigger,  and  fome  lefler, 
finer,  and  fome  coarfer.  Some  were  curioufly  wrought 
with  black  and  white  in  pretty  works,  and  fundry  other 
of  their  houfehold  fluff,  We  found  alfo  two  or  three 
deer's  heads,  one  whereof  had  been  newly  killed,  for  it 
was  ftill  frefh.  There  was  alfo  a  company  of  deer's  feet, 
ftuck  up  in  the  houfes,  harts'  horns,  and  eagles'  claws,  and 
fundry  fuch  like  things  there  was  ;  alfo  two  or  three  baf- 
kets full  of  parched  acorns,  pieces  of  fifli,  and  a  piece  of  a 
broiled  herring.  We  found  alfo  a  little  filk  grafs,  and  a 
little  tobacco  feed,  with  fome  other  feeds  which  we  knew 
not.  Without  Was  fundry  bundles  of  flags,  and  fedge, 
bull-rufhes,  and  other  ftufF  to  make  mats.  There  was 
thruft  into  a  hollow  tree  two  or  three  pieces  of  venifon  \ 

but 

(38)  See  Gookin's  Coll.  chap.  III.  §  4.  aj*d  Williams'  Key.  chap.  vi. 


Dec.  1620.  fettled  at  Plymouth*  lif 

but  we  thought  it  fitter  for  the  dogs  than  for  us.  Some 
of  the  beft  things  we  took  away  with  us,  and  left  the 
houfes  ftanding  ftill  as  they  Were. 

iS*  Much  difputation  fell  out  about  the  place  where 
we  mould  abide  ;  and  a  company  was  chofen  to  go  out 
upon  a  third  difcovery.  Whilft  fome  were  employed  in 
this  difcovery,  it  pleafed  God  that  Miftrefs  White  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  fon,  which  was  called  Peregrine. 

19*     Wednefday,  the  fixth  of  December,  we  fet  out, 
being  very  cold  and  hard  weather.      We  were   a  long 
While,  after  we  launched  from  the  fhip,  before  we  could 
get  clear  of  a  fandy  point,  which  lay  within  lefs  than  a 
furlong  of  the  fame(39).     In  which  time  two  were  very 
fick,  and  Edward  Tilley  had  like  to  have  fwooned  with 
cold.     The  gunner  was  alfo  lick  unto  death  (but  hope  of 
trucking  made  him  go)  and  fo  remained  all  that  day  and 
the  next  night*      At  length   We  got  clear  of  the  fandy 
point,  and  got  up  our  fails,  and  within  an  hour  or  two  we 
II  got  under  the  weather  more,  and  then  had  fmoother  wa- 
iter and  better  failing  ;  but  it  was  very  cold,  for  the  water 
■  froze  on  our   clothes,  and  made  them  many  times  like 
i  coats  of  iron* 

20.  We  failed  fix  or  feven  leagues  by  the  more,  but 
Ifaw  neither  river  nor  creek.  At  length  we  met  with  a 
||tongue  of  land,  being  flat  off  from  the  Ihore,  with  a  fandy 
|point(4o).  We  bore  up  to  gain  the  point,  and  found 
Ithere  a  fair  income  or  road  of  a  bay,  being  a  league  over 
fiat  the  narrowest.,  and  fome  two  or  three  in  length  5  but 
|jwe  made  right  over  to  the  land  before  us,  and  left  the 
I  difcovery  of  this  income  till  the  next  day.  As  we  drew 
I  near  to  the  more,  we  efpied  fome  ten  or  twelve  Indians 
{.(very  bufy  about  a  black  thing  (41),  what  it  was  we  could 
Jlinot  tell,  till  afterwards  they  faw  us,  and  ran  to  and  fro, 
{  as  if  they  had  been  carrying  fomething  away.  We  landed 
1  la  league  or  two  from  them,  and  had  much  ado  to  put 

afhore, 


(39)  The  end  of  Long  point. 

(40)  Billittgfgate  point.      This  point   then  joined   the  land   north 
of  it  ;  but  it  is  now  an  illand.     See  Coll.  Hift.  Soc.  Vol,  IV.  p.  41., 

(41)  A  grampus.     Prince's  Ann.  p.  76. 
E  e  iVol.  vin.] 
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afhore  any  where,  it  lay  fo  full  of  flat  fands(42).  When 
we  came  to  more,  we  made  us  a  barricado,  and  got  fire 
wood,  and  fet  out  fentinels,  and  betook  us  to  our 
lodging,  fuch  as  it  was.  We  faw  the  fmoke  of  the  fire, 
which  the  favages  made  that  night,  about  four  or  five 
miles  from  us* 

21.     In  the  morning  we  divided  our  company,  fome 
eight  in  the  fhallop,  and  the  reft  on  the  fhore  went  to 
difcover  this  place  ;    but  we  found  it  only  to  be  a  bay, 
without  either  river  or  creek  coming  into  it*    This  place 
the    mofc    were    minded   we    mould    call   Grampus  bay.,- 
becaufe  we  found  many  of   them  there*.     We  followed 
the  track  of  the  Indians'  bare  feet  a  good  way  on  the' 
lands.     At  length  we  faw  here  they  ftruck  into  the  woods* 
by  the  fide    of   a  pond  (43).     As  we  went  to    view  the 
place,  one  faid  he  thought  he  faw  an  Indian  houfe  among 
the  trees.     So  we  went  up  to  fee.     And  here  we  and  the 
fhallop  loft  fight  one  of  another  till  night,  it  being  now 
about    nine    or   ten  o'clock.     So   we  lighted  on  a  path,- 
but    faw    no  houfe.,    and  followed  a  great  way  into  ther- 
woods.     At  length  we  found  where  corn  had  been  fet, 
but    not   that  year.     Anon  we  found  a  great    burying. 
place,    one   part  whereof  was  encompaffed  with  a   large 
palif ado,  like  a  church  yard,  with  young  fpires  four  or 
five  yards  long,  fet  as  elofe  one  by  another  as  they  could, 
two  or  three  foot  in  the  ground-     Within  it  was  full  of 
graves,  fome  bigger,  and  fome  lefs.     Some  were  alfo  paled^ 
about  ;    and  others  had  like  an  Indian  houfe  made  over 
them,  but  not  matted.     Thofe  graves  were  more  fump-' 
tuous    than  thofe  at   Cornhill  ;    yet  we  digged  none  of' 
them  up,  only  viewed  them  and  went  our  way.     Without 
the  palifado  were  graves  alfo,  but  not  fo  coftly.     We  went 
ranging  up  ?jad  down  till  the  fun  began  to  draw  low  ;. 
and  then  we  hafted  out  of  the  woods,  that  we  might 
come  to  our  fhallop*     By  that  time  we  had   done,  and  I 

our 


(42)  See  Defcription  of  Eaitham.  p.  155.. 

*  They  found  grarnpufes  dead,  two  inches  thick  of  fat,  and  five  or 
fix  paces  long.     Note  by  the  author. 

(43)  Great  pond  in   Eaftfiamr  north  cf  which  they  landed.     This 
pond  is  well  delineated  in  the  late  maps  of  the  ftate. 
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our  fhaJlop  come  to  us  (44)  it  was  within  night  ;  and 
we  fed  upon  fuch  victuals  as  we  had,  and  betook  us  to 
our  reft,  after  we  had  fet  our  watch. 

22.  About  midnight  we  heard  a  great  and  hideous 
cry  ;  and  our  fentinel  called,  Ann,  arm.  So  we  beflirred 
ourfelves,  and  fhot  off  a  couple,. of  mufkets,  and  noife 
ceafed.  We  concluded  that  it,  was  a  company  of  wolves 
and  foxes,  for  one  told  us  he  had  heard  fuch  a  noife  in 
Newfoundland.  About  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  we 
began  to  be  flirring.  Upon  a  fudden  we  heard  a  great 
and  flrange  cry,  which  we  knew  to  be  the  fame  voices, 
though  they  varied  their  notes.  One  of  the  company, 
being  abroad,  came  running  in,,  and  cried,  They  are 
men,  Indians,  Indians  :  and  withal  their  arrows  came 
flying  amongft  us.  Our  men  ran  out  with  all  fpeed  to 
recover  their  arms.  The  cry  of  our  enemies  was  dread- 
ful, efpeciaily  when  our  men  ran  out  to  recover  their 
arms.  Their  note  was  after  this  manner,  Woach  woach  ha 
ha  hach  woach.  Our  men  were  no  fooner  come  to  their 
arms,. but  the  enemy  was  ready  to  ahault  them.  There 
was  a  lufly  man,  and  no  whit  lefs  valiant,  who  was 
thought  to  be  their  captain,  flood  behind  a  tree  within 
half  a  mufket  fhot  of  us,  and  there  let  his  arrows  fly  at 
us.  He  flood  three  fhots  of  a  mufket.  At  length  one 
took,  as  he  faid,  full  aim  at  him  :  after  which  he  gave 
an  extraordinary  cry  ;  and  away  they  went  all.  We 
followed  them  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  but  we  left 
fix  to  keep  our  fhallop,  for  we  were  careful  of  our  bufinefs. 
We  took  up  eighteen  of  their  arrows,  which  we  had  fent 
to  England  by  Mailer  Jones  j   fome  whereof  were  headed 

with 


(44)  It  appears  from  Gov.  Bradford's  MS.  Hift.  quoted  by  Prince, 
Ann.  p.  77.  that  the  fhallop  coafted  along  the  fhore,  fouth,  and  that  to- 
ward night  the  people  on  the  land  met  it  at  a  creek.  This  Morton  con- 
jectures to  be  Namfkeket.  Mem.  p.  25.  But  it  may  with  more  proba- 
bility be  concluded  that  it  was  Great  Meadow  creek.  If  the  travellers 
had  gone  as  far  as  Namfkeket,  they  mull  either  have  croffed  Great 
Meadow,  Boat  Meadow,  Rock  harbour,  and  Little  Namfkeket  creeks,  or 
they  muft  have  pafTed  round  their  heads,  which,  at  a  time  when  the 
country  was  covered  with  a  forefl  very  difficult  to  be  penetrated,  would 
have  been  no  eafy  tafk.  Namfkeket  creek  was  bell  known  to  the  firft 
inhabitants  of  Plymouth  $  and  this  appears  to  have  been  the  caufe  of 
Morton's  fuppofition. 
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with  brafs,  others  with  harts'  horn,  and  others  with 
(eagles'  claws.  Many  more  no  doubt  were  fhot ;  for  thefe 
we  found  were  almoft  covered  with  leaves  ;  yet,  by  the 
ipecial  providence  of  God,  none  of  them  either  hit  or 
hurt  us.  (45) 

23.  On  Monday  we  found  a  very  good  harbour  for 
our  flipping.  We  marched  alfo  into  the  land,  and  found 
divers  corn  fields  and  little  running  brooks  ;  a  place  very 
good  for  fituation  5  fo  we  returned  to  our  fhip  again  with 
good  news,  which  did  much  comfort  their  hearts.  This 
harbour  is  a  bay  greater  than  Cape  Cod,  compaffed  with 
goodly  land,  and  in  the  bay  two  fine  illands(46)  uninhab- 
ited, wherein  are  nothing  but  woods,  oaks,  pines,  walnut, 
beech,  faffafras,  vines,  and  other  trees  which  we  know  not. 
This  bay  is  a  moil  hopeful  placed)  :  innumerable  {tore 
of  fowl,,  and  excellent  good  ;  and  cannot  but  be  fifh  in 
their  feafons  :  Skate,  cod,  turbot(48),  and  herring,  we 
have  tailed  of ;  abundance  of  mufcles,  the  great  ell  and 
bell  we  ever  faw  ;  crabs  and  lobilers  in  their  time  infin- 
ite.    It  is  in  falhion  like  a  fickle  or  fifh-hook. 

24.  The  eighteenth,  we  went  along  the  coall  in  the 
woods,  fome  fe^en  or  eight  mile  (49),  but  faw  not  an  In? 

. dian, 

(45)  For  a  narrative  of  the  events,  which  took  place  between  this  Ikir- 
mifh  and  the  landing  at  Plymouth,  fee  Morton's  Mem.  p.  27,  28.  and 
Prince's  Ann.  p.  77,  78. 

(46)  There  is  not  at  prefent  but  one  ifland  in  the  harbour  of  Plym- 
outh. But  there  is  a  fhoal  called  Brown's  ifland,  lying  about  a  half  of 
a  mile  eaft  by  north  from  Beach  point.  This,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  once 
upland.  There  is  a  tradition,  that  frumps  of  trees  have  been  feen  here. 
The  following  extract  from  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  87.  will  perhaps  con- 
firm this  fuppofition.  "  A.  D.  1635.  Sep.  6.  Two  inallops  going 
laden  with  goods  to  Connecticut,  were  taken  in  the  night  with  an  eail- 
erly  florm,  and  cafi  away  upon  Brown's  Iflands,  near  the  Gurnet's  Nofc, 
and  the  men  all  drowned." 

(47)  The  experience  of  a  few  years  convinced  the  inhabitants  of 
Plymouth  that  the  place  was  not  fo  hopeful,  as  they  had  at  firft  fup- 
pofed. 

(48)  By  turbot  may  be  intended  the  flounder,  or  the  halibut. 

(49)  Which  ever  way  the  travellers  went,  they  could  not  have  walk- 
ed feven  miles  ;  becaufe  north-well,  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles,  they 
would  have  come  to  Jones'  river  in  Kingfton  ;  and  fouth-eaft,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  miles  to  Eel  river.  Thefe  rivers,  though  not  large, 
cannot  be  denominated  brooks.  The  latter  then  ran  into  the  harbour  of 
Plymouth  ;  but  at  prefent  its  mouth  is  on  the  outfide  of  Beach  point. 
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dian,  nor  an  Indian  houfe  ;  only  we  found  where  formerly 
had  been  fome  inhabitants,  and  where  they  had  planted 
their  corn.  We  found  not  any  navigable  river,  but  four 
or  five  running  brooks  of  very  frefh  water,  that  all  run 
into  the  fea.  The  land  for  the  cruft  of  the  earth  is  a  fpit's 
depth,  excellent  black  mould,  and  fat  in  fome  places  :  two 
Or  three  great  oaks,  but  not  very  thick,  pines,  walnuts, 
beech,  am,  birch,  hazel,  holly,  afp(5o),  faifafras  in  abun- 
dance, and  vines  every  where,  cherry  trees,  plum  trees, 
and  many  others  which  we  know  not.  Many  kinds  of 
herbs  we  found  here  in  winter,  as  ftrawberry  leaves  innu- 
merable, forrel,  yarrow,  carvel,  brooklime,  liverwort,  wa- 
ter-creffes,  great  ftore  of  leeks  and  onions,  and  an  excellent 
ftrong  kind  of  flax  and  hemp.  Here  is  fand,  gravel,  and 
excellent  clay,  no  better  in  the  world,  excellent  for  pots, 
and  will  warn  like  foap,  and  great  flqre  of  Hone,  though 
fomewhat  foft^  and  the  beft  water(5 1)  that  ever  we  drunk ; 
and  the  brooks  now  begin  to  be  full  of  £#1(52).  That 
night,  many  being  weary  with  marching,  we  went  aboard 
again. 

25.  The  nineteenth  of  December,  after  our  landing 
and  viewing  of  the  places  fo  well  as  we  could,  we  came  to 
a  conclufion,  by  moii  voices,  to  fet  on  the  main  land,  on 
the  firft  place,  on  a  high  ground,  where  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  land  cleared,  and  hath  been  planted  with  corn 
three  or  four  years  ago  \  and  there  is  a  very  fweet  brook 
(53)  runs  under  the  hill  tide,  and  many  delicate  fpririgs  of 
as  good  water  as  can  be  drunk,  and  where  we  may  har* 
bour  our  fhallops  and  boats  exceeding  well  ;  and  in  this 
brook  is  much  good  filh  in  their  feafons  ;  on  the  further 
iide  of  the  river  alfo  much  corn  ground  cleared(54).  In 
one  field  is  a  great  hil!(55),  on  which  we  point  to  make  q, 

platform, 

(50)  Afpen. 

(51 )  Plymouth  is  abundantly  fupplied  with  fprings  and  brooks  of  ex- 
cellent water. 

(52)  Eels  and  fmelts  enter  the  brooks  of  Plymouth  in  autumn  ;  and 
froft  fifh,  or  tom-cods,  in  December. 

(53)  Now  called  Town  brook.  It  iffues  from  a  pond,  named  Bil* 
lingtonfea. 

(54)  At  prefent  denominated  the  Training  green. 

(55)  On  which  the  burying  ground  now  is,. 
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platform,  and  plant  our  ordnance  ;  which  will  command 
all  round  about.  From  thence  we  may  fee  into  the  bay, 
and  far  into  the  fea  ;  and  we  may  fee  from  thence  Cape 
Cod. 

26.  Saturday,  the  three  and  twentieth,  fo  many  of  us 
as  could  went  on  fhore,  felled  and  carried  timber,  to  pro- 
vide themfelves  fhirT  for  building.  Monday,  the  five  and 
twentieth,  we  went  on  Ihore,  fome  to  fell  timber,  fome  to 
faw,  fome  to  rive,  and  fome  to  carry  :  fo  no  man  refted 
all  that  day. 

27.  Monday,  the  five  and  twentieth,  being  Chriftmas 
day,  we  began  to  drink  water  aboard  ;  but  at  night  the 
mafter  caufed  us  to  have  fome  beer  ;  and  fo  on  board  we 
had  divers  times  now  and  then  fome  beer,  but  on  fhore 
none  at  all.  We  took  notice  how  many  families  they 
were,  willing  all  fingle  men,  that  had  no  wives,  to  join 
with  fome  family,  as  they  thought  fit,  that  fo  we  might 
build  fewer  houfes  ;  which  was  done,  and  we  reduced 
them  to  nineteen  families.  To  greater  families  we  allotted 
larger  plots  ;  to  every  perfon  half  a  pole  in  breadth,  and 
three  in  length  ;  and  fo  lots  were  call  where  every  man 
ihould  lie  ;  which  was  done,  and  flaked  out.  We  thought 
this  proportion  was  large  enough  at  the  firfl,  for  houfes 
and  gardens  to  impale  them  round,  confidering  the  weak- 
nefs  of  our  people,  many  of  them  growing  ill  with  colds  ; 
for  our  former  difcoveries  in  froft  and  ftorms,  and  the 
wading  at  Cape  Cod,  had  brought  much  weaknefs  amongft 
us,  which  increafed  every  day  more  and  more,  and  after 
was  the  caufe  of  many  of  our  deaths. 

28.  Friday  and  Saturday  we  fitted  ourfelves  for  our 
labour  ;  but  our  people  on  fhore  were  much  troubled  and 
difcouraged  with  rain  and  wet  that  day,  being  very  ftormy 
and  cold.  We  faw  great  fmokes  of  fire  made  by  the  In- 
dians, about  fix  or  feven  miles  from  us,  as  we  conjec- 
tured. 

29.  Thurfday,  the  fourth  of  January,  Captain  Miles 
Standifh,  with  four  or  fr-'e  more,  went  to  fee  if  they  could 
meet  with  any  of  the  favages  in  that  place  where  the  fires 
were  made.  They  went  to  fome  of  their  houfes,  but  not 
lately  inhabited  ;  yet  could  they  not  meet  with  any.  As 
they  came  home,  they  fliot  at  an  eagle  and  killed  her, 

which 
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which  was  excellent  meat  3  it  was  hardly  to  be  difcerned 
from  mutton. 

30.  Tuefday,  the  ninth  of  January,  was  a  reafonable 
fair  day  ;  and  we  went  to  labour  that  day  in  building  of 
our  town,  in  two  rows  of  houfes  (56)  for  more  fafety. 
We  divided  by  lot  the  plot  of  ground  whereon  to  build 
our  town,  after  the  proportion  formerly  allotted.  We 
agreed  that  every  man  mould  build  his  own  houfe,  think- 
ing by  that  courfe  men  would  make  more  hafte  than 
working  in  common.  The  common  houfe (57)3  in  which 
for  the  firft  we  made  our  rendezvous,  being  near  finifhed2 
wanted  only  covering,  it  being  about  twenty  foot  fquare. 
Some  fhould  make  mortar,  and  fome  gather  thatch  ;  fo 
that  in  four  days  half  of  it  was  thatched.  Froft  and  foul 
weather  hindred  us  much.  This  time  of  the  year  feldom 
could  we  work  half  the  week. 

34.  On  the  twelfth  day,  John  Goodman  and  Peter 
Brown  at  dinner  time  took  their  meat  in  their  hands,-  and 
would  go  walk  and  refrefh  themfelves.  So  going  a  little 
off,  they  find  a  lake  of  water  (58),  and  having  a  great 
maftiff  bitch  with  them  and  a  fpaniel.  By  the  water  fide 
they  found  a  great  deer.  The  dogs  chafed  him  ;  and 
they  followed  fo  far  as  they  loft  themfelves,  and  could  not 
find  the  way  back.  They  wandered  all  that  afternoon, 
1  being  wet  ;  and  at  night  it  did  freeze  and  fnow.  They 
were  flenderly  apparelled,  and  had  no  weapons,  but  each 
one  his  fickle,  nor  any  victuals.  They  ranged  up  and 
down,  and  could  find  none  of  the  favages'  habitations. 
When  it  drew  to  night,  they  were  much  perplexed  ;  for 
they  could  find  neither  harbour  nor  meat  ;  but,  in  froft 
and  fnow,  were  forced  to  make  the  earth  their  bed,  and 
the  element  their  covering.     And  another  thing  did  much 

terrify 

(56)  The  fame  ftreet,  which  leads  from  the  meeting  houfe  to  the  wa- 
ter. This  ftreet  is  without  a  name.  It  has  been  propofed  by  feveral 
refpe&able  gentlemen  of  Plymouth  to  call  it  Leyden  ftreet. 

(57)  Laft  year,  in  digging  a  cellar,  fundry  tools  and  a  plate  of  iron 
were  dtfcovered,  feven  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  ground,  on  the  place, 
where  it  is  fuppofed  that  this  common  houfe  flood. 

(58)  Probably  Murdock's  pond,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north-weft 
irom  the  court  houfe. 
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terrify  them  :  they  heard,  as  they  thought,  two  lions  (59) 
roaring  exceedingly  for  a  long  time,  and  a  third,  that 
they  thought  was  very  near  them.  So  not  knowing 
what  to  do,  they  refolved  to  climb  up  into  a  tree  as  the 
fafeft  refuge,  though  that  would  prove  an  intolerable 
cold  lodging.  They  flood  at  the  tree's  root,  that  when 
the  lions  came,  they  might  take  their  opportunity  of 
climbing  up.  The  bitch  they  were  fain  to  hold  by  the 
neck,  for  fhe  would  have  been  gone  to  the  lion.  But  it 
pleafed  God  fo  to  difpofe,  that  the  wild  beafts  came  not* 
So  they  walked  up  and  down  under  the  tree  all  night.  It 
was  an  extreme  cold  night.  So  foon  as  it  was  light  they 
travelled  again,  palling  by  many  lakes(6o),  and  brooks,  and 
woods,  and  in  one  place  where  the  favages  had  burnt  the 
fpace  of  five  miles  in  length,  which  is  a  fine  champaign  coun- 
try, and  even(6i).  In  the  afternoon  it  pleafed  God,  from 
an  high  hill,  they  difcovered  the  two  iiles  in  the  bay  ;  and 
fo  that  night  got  to  the  plantation,  being  ready  to  faint 
with  travel  and  want  of  victuals,  and  almoft  famifhed 
with  cold.  John  Goodman  was  fain  to  have  his  Ihces 
cut  off  his  feet,  they  were  fo  fwelled  with  cold  ;  and  it 
was  a  long  while  after  ere  he  was  able  to  go. 

32.  The  houfe  was  fired  occafionally  by  a  fpark  that 
flew  into  the  thatch,  which  inflantly  burnt  it  all  up  ; 
but  the  roof  flood  and  little  hurt.  The  moil  lofs  was 
Mafter  Carver's  and  William  Bradford's,  who  then  lay 
fick  in  bed,  and  if  they  had  not  rifen  with  good  fpeed, 
had  been  blown  up  with  powder  5  but,  through  God's 
mercy,  they  had  no  harm.  The  houfe  was  as  full  of 
beds  as  they  could  lie  one  by  another,  and  their  mufketsr 
charged  ;  but,  blefied  be  God,  there  was  no  harm  done. 

33.  Monday, 

(59)  Several  of  the  firft  fettlers  of  New  England  fuppofed,"  that  the 
lion  exilled  here.  (See  Coll.  Hift.  Soc.  Vol.  I.  p.  119.  and  Wood's  N- 
England  Profpedt.  chap,  vi.)  But  few  readers  need  now  to  be  informed 
that  this  animal  is  not  to  be  found  in  America.  Goodman  and  Brown,- 
coming  from  England,  where  both  the  lion  and  the  wolf  are  unknown, 
might  eafily,  under  the  impreffion  of  fear,  miftake  the  howling  of  the 
one  for  the  roaring  of  the  other.     See  par.  34. 

(60)  There  is  a  great  number  of  ponds  in  the  townfiiip  of  Plymouth. 

(61)  A  plain  commences  two  miles  from  the  town,  and  extends  fix 
miles  fouth-weft. 
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33.  Monday,  the  fifteenth  day,  it  famed  much  all 
day,  that  they  on  fhip-board  could  not  go  on  more,  nor 
they  on  fhore  do  any  labour,  but  were  all  wet.  Tuefday, 
Wednefday,  Thurfday,  were  very  fair  funfhiny  days, 
as  if  it  had  been  in  April ;  and  our  people,  fo  many  as 
were  in  health,  wrought  cheerfully. 

34*  The  nineteenth  day  we  refolved  to  make  a  fhed 
to  put  our  common  provifion  in,  of  which  fome  were 
already  fet  on  more  5  but  at  noon  it  rained,  that  we 
could  not  work.  This  day,  in  the  evening,  John  Good- 
man went  abroad  to  ufe  his  lame  feet,  that  were  pitifully 
ill  with  the  cold  he  had  got,  having  a  little  fpaniel  with 
him.  A  little  way  from  the  plantation  two  great  wolves 
ran  after  the  dog  :  the  dog  ran  to  him  and  betwixt  his 
legs  for  fuccour.  He  had  nothing  in  his  hand,  but  took 
up  a  flick  and  threw  at  one  of  them  and  hit  him,  and 
they  prefently  ran  both  away,  but  came  again.  He  got 
a  pale  board  in  his  hand  ;  and  they  fat  both  on  their  tails 
grinning  at  him  a  good  while  ;  and  went  their  way  and 
left  him. 

35.  Saturday,  the  feventeenth  day,  in  the  morning, 
we  called  a  meeting  for  the  eftablifhing  of  military  orders 
amongft  ourfelves  ;  and  we  chofe  Miles  Standifh  for  our 
captain^  and  gave  him  authority  to  command  in  affairs. 

36.  Saturday,  the  third  of  March,  the  wind  was  fouth, 
the  morning  mifty,  but  towards  noon  warm  and  fair 
weather.  The  birds  fang  in  the  woods  moft  pleafantly. 
At  one  of  the  clock  it  thundered,  which  was  the  firft  we 
heard  in  that  country  :  it  was  ftrong  and  great  claps,  but 
fliort  ;  but  after  an  hour  it  rained  very  fteady  till  mid- 
night. Wednefday,  the  feventh  of  March,  the  wind  was 
full  eaft,  cold,  but  fair. 

37.  Friday,  the  fixteenth,  there  prefented  himfelf  a 
favage,  which  caufed  an  alarum.  He  very  boldly  came  all 
alone,  and  along  the  houfes,  ftraight  to  the  rendezvous., 
where  we  intercepted  him,  not  fuffering  him  to  go  in,  ar- 
undoubtedly  he  would  out  of  his  boldnefs.  He  faluted 
us  in  Englifh,  and  bade  us  welcome  ;  for  he  had  learned 
fome  broken  Englifh  amongft  the  Englifhmen  that  came 
to  fifh  at  Monhiggon,  and  knew  by  name  the  moft  of  the 

aptains,  commanders,  and  matters,  that   ufually   com 
Ff        iPokyniq  Ei 
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He  was  a  man  free  in  fpeech,  fo  far  as  he  could  exprefs 
his  mind,  and  of  a  feemly  carriage.  We  queftioned  him 
of  many  things  :  he  was  the  firft  favage  we  could  meet 
withal.  He  faid  he  was  not  of  thofe  parts,  but  of  Morat- 
tiggon,  and  one  of  the  fagamores  or  lords  thereof :  had 
been  eight  months  in  thefe  parts,  it  lying  hence  a  day's 
fail  with  a  great  wind,  and  five  days  by  land.  He  dif- 
courfed  of  the  whole  country,  and  of  every  province,  and 
of  their  fagamores,  and  their  number  of  men,  and 
itrength.  The  wind  beginning  to  rife  a  little,  we  caft  a 
horfeman's  coat  about  him  ;  for  he  was  ftark  naked, 
only  a  leather  about  his  waift,  with  a  fringe  about  a 
fpan  long,  or  little  more.  He  had  a  bow  and  two  arrows, 
the  one  headed,  and  the  other  un headed.  He  was  a  tall, 
itraight  man  ;  the  hair  of  his  head  black,  long  behind, 
only  fhort  before  ;  none  on  his  face  at  all.  He  aiked 
fome  beer  ;  but  we  gave  him  ftrong-water  and  bifcuit, 
and  butter,  and  cheefe,  and  pudding,  and  a  piece  of  a 
mallard  ;  all  which  he  liked  well,  and  had  been  acquainted 
with  fuch  amongft  the  Engliih.  He  told  us  the  place 
where  we  now  live  is  called  Patuxet,  and  that  about  four 
years  ago  all  the  inhabitants  died  of  an  extraordinary 
plague,  and  there  is  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child  re- 
maining, as  indeed  we  have  found  none  ;  fo  as  there  is 
none  to  hinder  our  pofTeffion,  or  lay  claim  unto  it.  All 
the  afternoon  we  fpent  in  communication  with  him.  We 
would  gladly  have  been  rid  of  him  at  night,  but  he 
was  not  willing  to  go  this  night.  Then  we  thought  to 
carry  him  on  ihip-board,  wherewith  he  was  well  content, 
and  went  into  the  ihallop  ;  but  the  wind  was  high  and 
water  fcant,  that  it  could  not  return  back.  We  lodged 
[him]  that  night  at  Stephen  Hopkins'  houfe,  and  watched 
him. 

38.  The  next  day  he  went  away  back  to  the  MaiTa- 
foyts(62),  from  whence  he  faid  he  came,  who  are  our  next 
bordering  neighbours.  They  are  fixty  flrong,  as  he  faith. 
The  Naufttes  are  as  near,  fouth-eafl  of  them,  and  are  a  hun- 
dred ftrong  ;  and  thofe  were  they  of  whom  our  people  were 

encountered 


(62)  The  Englifh,  not  underftanding  Samofet  perfectly,  fuppofed  that 
by  MafTafoyt  he  meant  an  Indian  tribe  ;  but  this  was  the  name  of  the 
great  fagamore,  as  appears  afterwards  in  par.  41. 
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encountered,  as  we  before  related.  They  are  much  incenfed 
and  provoked  againft  the  Englilh ;  and  about  eight  months 
ago  flew  three  Englishmen,  and  two  more  hardly  efcaped 
by  flight  to  Monhiggon.  They  were  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  his  men,  as  this  favage  told  us  5  as  he  did  like- 
wife  of  the  buggery ,  that  is,  fight,  that  our  difcoverers 
had  with  the  Naufites  ;  and  of  our  tools  that  were  taken 
out  of  the  woods,  which  we  willed  him  fhould  be  brought 
again*  otherwife  we  would  right  ourfelves.  Thefe  peo- 
ple are  ill  afFeded  toward  the  Englilh  by  reafon  of  one 
Hunt,  a  mafter  of  a  Ihip,  who  deceived  the  people,  and 
got  them  under  colour  of  trucking  with  them,  twenty 
out  of  this  very  place  where  we  inhabit,  and  feven  men 
from  the  Naufites,  and  carried  them  away9  and  fold 
them  for  Haves,  like  a  wretch-man  (for  twenty  pound  a 
man)  that  care  not  what  mifchief  he  doth  for  his  profit. 

39.  Saturday,  in  the  morning,  we  difmiffed  the  favage, 
and  gave  him  a  knife,  a  bracelet  and  a  ring,  He  promifed 
within  a  night  or  two  to  come  again,  and  to  bring  with 
him  fome  of  the  MafTafoyts,  our  neighbours,  with  fuch 
beavers'  fkins  as  they  had  to  truck  with  us. 

40.  Saturday  and  funday,  reafonable  fair  days.  On 
this  day  came  again  the  favage,  and  brought  with  him  five 
other  tall,  proper  men.  They  had  every  man  a  deer's  Ikin 
on  him  ;  and  the  principal  of  them  had  a  wild  cat's  Ikin, 
or  fuch  like,  on  the  one  arm.  They  had  moll  of  them 
long  hofen  up  to  their  groins,  clofe  made  ;  and  above 
their  groins,  to  their  waift,  another  leather :  they  were 
altogether  like  the  Irilh  troufers.  They  are  of  complexion 
like  our  Engliih  Gipfies  ;  no  hair,  or  very  little  on  their 
faces  ;  on  their  heads  long  hair  to  their  moulders,  only 
cut  before  ;  fome  trufled  up  before  with  a  feather,  broad 
wife,  like  a  fan  ;  another  a  fox  tail,  hanging  out.  Thefe 
left,  according  to  our  charge  given  him  before,  their  bows 
and  arrows  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  our  town.  We  gave 
them  entertainment,  as  we  thought  was  fitting  them. 
They  did  eat  liberally  of  our  Englilh  victuals.  They  made 
femblance  unto  us  of  friendlhip  and  amity.  They  fang 
and  danced  after  their  manner,  like  anticks.  They 
brought  with  him  in  a  thing  like  a  bow-cafe,  which  the 
principal  of  them  had  about  his  waift,  a  little  of  their 

corn 
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corn  pounded  to  powder  (63),  which  put  to  a  little  water 
they  ate.  He  had  a  little  tobacco  in  a  bag  ;  but  none 
of  them  drunk,  but  when  he  lifted.  Some  of  them  had 
their  faces  painted  black  (64),  from  the  forehead  to  the 
chin,  four  or  five  fingers  broad  :  others  after  other  fafh- 
10ns,  as  they  liked.  They  brought  three  or  four  fkins  ; 
but  we  would  not  truck  with  them  all  that  day,  but 
wiflied  them  to  bring  more,  and  we  would  truck  for 
all  ;  which  they  promifed  within  a  night  or  two,  and 
would  leave  thefe  behind  them,  though  we  were  not 
willing  they  mould  ;  and  they  brought  all  our  tools  again, 
which  were  taken  in  the  woods,  in  our  men's  abfence  (65). 
So  becaufe  of  the  day  we  difmiffed  them,  fo  foon  as  we 
could.  But  Samofet,  our  firft  acquaintance,  either  was 
iick,  or  feigned  himfelf  fo,  and  would  not  go  with  them, 
and  ftayed  with  us  till  Wednefday  morning.  Then  we 
fent  him  to  them,  to  know  the  reafon  they  came  not 
according  to  their  words  ;  and  we  gave  him  a  hat,  a 
pair  of  ftockings  and  flioes,  a  fliirt,  and  a  piece  of  cloth 
to  tie  about  his  waift. 

41.  Thurfday,  the  twenty -fecondth  of  March,  was 
a  fair  warm  day.  About  noon  we  met  again  about 
our  publick  bufinefs  ;  but  we  had  fcarce  been  an  hour 
together,  but  Samofet  came  again,  and  Squanto  (66),  the 
only  native  of  Patuxet,  where  we  now  inhabit,  who  was 
one  of  the  twenty  captives  that  by  Hunt  were  carried 
away,  and  had  been  in  England,  and  dwelt  in  Cornhill  with 
Mailer  John  Stanie,  a  merchant,  and  could  fpeak  a  little 
Englifh,  with  three  others  :  and  they  brought  with  them 
fome  few  fkins  to  truck,  and  fome  red  herrings,  newly 
taken  and  dried,  but  not  faked  ;  and  fignified  unto  us? 
that  their  great  fagamore,  Maffafoyt,  was  hard  by,  with 
Ouadequina,    his   brother,    and    all    their   men.       They 

could 

(63)  Nokehkk,  generally  pronounced  at  prefent  nokake,  made  of  In- 
dian corn,  parched,  and  afterwards  reduced  to  meal,  and  fifted  through 
a  bafket.  See  Williams'  Key,  chap.  II.  and  GookhVs  Coll.  chap. 
III.  §  5. 

(64)  See  Williams*  Key,  chap.  XXX.  and  Gookin's  Coll.  chap, 
III.  §   11. 

(65)  See  Prince's  Ann.  p.  98. 

(66)  Or  Tifqauntum.    See  par.  48. 
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could  not  well  exprefs  in  Englifh  what  they  would  ;  but 
after  an  hour  the  king  came  to  the  top  of  an  hill  (6y)  over 
againft  us,  and  had  in  his  train  fixty  men,  that  we  could 
well  behold  them,  and  they  us,  We  were  not  willing 
to  fend  our  governour  to  them,  and  they  unwilling  to 
come  to  us  :  fo  Squanto  went  again  unto  him,  who 
brought  word  that  we  mould  fend  one  to  parley  with  him, 
which  we  did,  which  was  Edward  Winflow,  to  know  his 
mind,  and  to  fignify  the  mind  and  will  of  our  governour, 
which  was  to  have  trading  and  peace  with  him.  We 
fent  to  the  king  a  pair  of  knives,  and  a  copper  chain, 
with  a  jewel  in  it.  To  Quadequina  we  fent  likewife  a 
knife,  and  a  jewel  to  hang  in  his  ear,  and  withal  a  pot  of 
ftrong  water,  a  good  quantity  of  bifcuit,  and  fome  butter, 
which  were  all  willingly  accepted, 

42.  Our  meffenger  made  a  fpeech  unto  him,  That 
king  James  faluted  him  with  words  of  love  and  peace, 
and  did  accept  of  him  as  his  friend  and  ally  ;  and  that 
our  governour  defired  to  fee  him  and  to  truck  with  him, 
and  to  confirm  a  peace  with  him  as  his  next  neighbour. 
He  liked  well  of  the  fpeech,  and  heard  it  attentively, 
though  the  interpreters  did  not  well  exprefs  it.  After  he 
had  eaten  and  drunk  himfelf,  and  given  the  reft  to  his 
company,  he  looked  upon  our  meflenger's  fword  and 
armour  which  he  had  on,  with  intimation  of  his  defire  to 
buy  it ;  but,  on  the  other  fide,  our  meffenger  fhowed  his 
unwillingnefs  to  part  with  it.  In  the  end  he  left  him  in 
the  cuftody  of  Quadequina,  his  brother,  and  came  over 
the  brook,  and  fome  twenty  men  following  him,  leaving 
all  their  bows  and  arrows  behind  them.  We  kept  fix 
or  feven  as  hoftages  for  our  meffenger.  Captain  Standifh 
and  Mr.  Williamfon  met  the  king  at  the  brook,  with 
half  a  dozen  mufketeers.  They  faluted  him,  and  he 
them  :  fo  one  going  over;  the  one  on  the  one  fide,  and 
{he  other  on  the  other,  conducted  him  to  an  houfe  then 
in  building,  where  we  placed  a  green  rug  and  three  or 
four  cufhions.  Then  inftantly  came  our  governour,  with 
a  drum  and  trumpet  after  him,  and  fome  few  mufketeers. 
After  falutations,  our  governour  killing  his  hand,  the 

king 

(67)  Watfon's  hill,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Town  brook 
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king  kiffed  him  ;  and  fo  they  fat  down.  The  governour 
called  for  fome  ftrong  water,  and  drunk  to  him  ;  and 
he  drunk  a  great  draught,  that  made  him  fweat  all  the 
while  after.  He  called  for  a  little  frefh  meat,  which  the 
king  did  eat  willingly,  and  did  give  his  followers.  Then 
they  treated  of  peace,  which  was  ; 

43.  Firft,  that  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  fiiould  injure 
or  do  hurt  to  any  of  our  people. 

Secondly,  and  if  any  of  his  did  hurt  to  any  of  ours,  he 
fliould  fend  the  offender,  that  we  might  punifti  him. 

Thirdly,  that  if  any  of  our  tools  were  taken  away,  when 
our  people  were  at  work,  he  mould  caufe  them  to  be  ref- 
tored  ;  and  if  ours  did  any  harm  to  any  of  his,  we  would 
do  the  like  to  them. 

Fourthly,  if  any  did  unjuftly  war  againft  him,  we  would 
aid  him  :  if  any  did  war  againft  us,  he  mould  aid  us. 

Fifthly,  he  Ihould  fend  to  his  neighbour  confederates, 
to  certify  them  of  this,  that  they  might  not  wrong  us, 
but  might  be  likewife  comprifed  in  the  conditions  of 
peace. 

Sixthly,  that  when  their  men  came,  they  ihould  leave 
their  bows  and  arrows  behind  them,  as  we  Ihould  do  our 
pieces,  when  we  came  to  them. 

Laftly,  that  doing  thus,  king  James  would  efteem  of 
him  as  his  friend  and  ally  (68). 

44.  All  which  the  king  feemed  to  like  well  ;  and  it 
was  applauded  of  his  followers.  All  the  while  he  fat  by 
the  governour,  he  trembled  for  fear.  In  his  perfon  he  is 
a  very  lufty  man,  in  his  beft  years,  an  able  body,  grave  of 
countenance,  and  fpare  of  fpeech  ;  in  his  attire  little  or 
nothing  differing  from  the  reft  of  his  followers,  only  in  a 
great  chain  of  white  bone  beads  about  his  neck  \  and  at 
it,  behind  his  neck  hangs  a  little  bag  of  tobacco,  which  he 
drank  and  gave  us  to  drink.  His  face  was  painted  with 
a  fad  red  like  murrey  \    and  oiled  both  head  and  face, 

that 

(68)  "  This  treaty,  the  work  of  one  day,  being  honeftly  intended  on 
both  fides,  was  kept  with  fidelity  as  long  as  MafTafoyt  lived,  but  was  af- 
terward [in  1675]  broken  by  Philip,  his  fucceflbr."  Belknap's  Biog. 
p.  214. 
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that  he  looked  greafily.  AH  his  followers  likewife  were 
in  their  faces,  in  part  or  in  whole,  painted,  fome  black, 
fome  red,  fome  yellow,  and  fome  white  ;  fome  with 
erofles  and  other  antick  works  ;  fome  had  {kins  on  them, 
and  fome  naked  ;  all  flrong,  tall  men  in  appearance.  The 
king  had  in  his  bofomj  hanging  in  a  firing,  a  great  long 
knife.  He  marvelled  much  at  our  trumpet  ;  and  fome 
of  his  men  would  found  it  as  well  as  they  could.  Samofet 
and  Squanto  flayed  all  night  with  us  ;  and  the  king 
and  all  his  men  lay  all  night  in  the  wood,  not  above 
half  an  Englifh  mile  from  us,  and  all  their  wives  and 
women  with  them.  They  faid,  that  within  eight  or  nine 
days  they  would  come  and  fet  corn  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  brook,  and  dwell  there  all  fummer,  which  is  hard  by  us. 

45.  That  night  we  kept  good  watch  ;  but  there  was 
no  appearance  of  danger.  The  next  morning  divers  of 
their  people  came  over  to  us,  hoping  to  get  fome  victuals, 
as  we  imagined.  Some  of  them  told  us  the  king  would 
have  fome  of  us  come  fee  him.  Captain  Standifh  and 
Ifaac  Alderton(69)  went  venteroufly,  who  were  welcomed 
of  him  after  their  manner.  He  gave  them  three  or  four 
ground  nuts  and  fome  tobacco.  We  cannot  yet  conceive, 
but  that  he  is  willing  to  have  peace  with  us  ;  for  they 
have  feen  our  people  fometimes  alone  two  or  three  in 
the  woods  at  work  and  fowling,  when  as  they  offered 
them  no  harm,  as  they  might  eafily  have  done  ;  and  ef- 
pecially  becaufe  he  hath  a  potent  adverfary,  the  Narro- 
higanfets  (70),  that  are  at  war  with  him,  againfl  whom  he 
thinks  we  may  be  fome  flrength  to  him,  for  our  pieces  are 
terrible  unto  them.  This  morning  they  flayed  till  ten  or 
eleven  of  the  clock  ;  and  our  governour  bid  them  fend 
the  king's  kettle,  and  filled  it  with  peas,,  which  pleafed 
them  well ;  and  fo  they  went  their  way. 

46.  Friday  was  a  very  fair  day.  Samofet  and  Squanto 
ftill  remained  with  us.  Squanto  went  at  noon  to  fifh  for 
eels.  At  night  he  came  home  with  as  many  as  he  could 
lift  in  one  hand  ;  which  our  people  were  glad  of.  They 
were  fat  and  fweet.    He  trod  them  out  with  his  feet ; 

and 

(69)  Generally  fpelled  Allerton.  Point  Alderton,  at  the  entrance  of 
Bofton  harbour,  takes  its  name  from  him.     Hutch.  Vol.  II.  p.  461. 

(70)  Written  at  prefect  Narraganfet. 
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and  fo  caught  them  with  his  hands,  without  any  other 
inftrument. 

47.  This  day  we  proceeded  on  with  our  common  bufU 
nefs,  from  which  we  had  been  fo  often  hindered  by  the 
favages'  coming  ;  and  concluded  both  of  military  orders, 
and  of  fome  laws  arid  orders  as  we  thought  behooveful 
for  our  prefent  eftate  and  condition  ;  and  likewife  chofe 
our  governour  for  this  year,  which  was  Mailer  John  Car- 
ver, a  man  well  approved  amongft  us. 

A  Journey  to  Pakanokich 

48.  WT  feemed  good  to  the  company,  for  many  con* 
J,  fiderations,  to  fend  fome  amongft  them  to  Mafla- 
foyt,  the  greateft  commander  amongft  the  favages,  bor- 
dering about  us  ;  partly  to  know  where  to  find  them* 
if  occafion  ferved  ;  as  alfo  to  fee  their  ftrength,  difcover 
the  country  *  prevent  abufes  in  their  diforderly  coming 
unto  us,  make  fatisfaction  for  fome  conceived  injuries  to 
be  done  on  our  parts,  and  to  continue  the  league  of  peace 
and  friendihip  between  them  and  us.  For  thefe  and  the 
like  ends,  it  pleafed  the  governour  to  make  choice  of 
Stephen  Hopkins  and  Edward  Winflow,  to  go  unto  him  | 
and  having  a  fit  opportunity  by  reafon  of  a  favage  called 
Tifquantum(7i),  that  could  fpeak  Engliih,  coming  unto 
us  :  with  all  expedition  provided  a  horfeman's  coat  of 
red  cotton,  and  laced  with  a  flight  lace,  for  a  prefent,  that 
both  they  and  their  meffage  might  be  acceptable  amongft 
them. 

49.  We  fet  forward  the  tenth^s)  of  June,  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning*  our  guide  refolving  that  night 
to  reft  at  Namafchet  (73),  a  town  under  Maflafoyt,  and 
conceived  by  us  to  be  very  near,  becaufe  the  inhabitants 
flocked  fo  thick  upon  every  flight  occafion  amongft  us  ; 

but 

(71}  Or  Squanto  :  See  par.  41. 

(72)  "  June  10th.  being  Lord's  day,  it  is  very  unlikely  that  they  fet 
out  then,  and  is  alfo  inconfiftent  with  the  reft  of  the  Journal  :  whereas 
July  2d.  is  Monday,  when  Gov.  Bradford  fays,  We  fent  Mr.  Edward 
Winflow,  &c."     Prince  Ann,  p.  105. 

(73)  Or  Namafket  :  that  part  of  Middleborough,  which  the  Eflk 
glifh  nrft  began  to  fettle.     Coll.  Hift.  Soc  Vol.  III.  p.  148. 
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but  we  found  it  to  be  fome  fifteen  miles.  On  the  way 
we  found  fome  ten  or  twelve  men,  women,  and  children, 
which  had  peftered  us  till  we  were  weary  of  them,  per- 
ceiving that,  as  the  manner  of  them  all  is,  where  vi6tual  is 
eafilieft  to  be  got,  there  they  live,  efpecially  in  the  fummer  : 
by  reafon  whereof,  our  bay  affording  many  lobfters,  they 
refort  every  fpring  tide  thither  ;  and  now  returned  with 
us  to  Namefchet.  Thither  we  came  about  three  o'clock 
afternoon,  the  inhabitants  entertaining  us  with  joy,  in 
the  bed  manner  they  could  ;  giving  us  a  kind  of  bread, 
called  by  them  maizium,  and  the  fpawn  of  fliads,  which 
they  then  got  in  abundance,  in  fo  much  as  they  gave 
us  fpoons  to  eat  them  :  With  thefe  they  boiled  mufty 
acorns  (74)  ;  but  of  the  fhads  we  eat  heartily.  After  this 
1  they  defired  one  of  our  men  to  moot  at  a  crow,  complain- 
ing what  damage  they  fuftained  in  their  corn  by  them, 
who  mooting  fome  fourfcore  off  and  killing,  they  much 
admired  it,  as  other  fhots  on  other  occafions.  After  this 
Tifquantum  told  us  we  mould  hardly  in  one  day  reach 
Pakanokick,  moving  us  to  go  fome  eight  miles  further, 
where  we  mould  find  more  ftore  and  better  victuals  than 
there. 

50.  Being  willing  to  haften  our  journey,  we  went  and 
came  thither  at  fun  fetting  ;  where  we  found  many  of  the 
Namafcheucks  (they  fo  calling  the  men  of  Namafchet) 
fifhing  upon  a  wear(75),  which  they  had.  made  on  a  river 
which  belonged  to  them,  where  they  caught  abundance 
of  bafs,  Thefe  welcomed  us  alfo,  gave  us  of  their  fifh, 
and  we  them  of  our  victuals,  not  doubting  but  we  fhould 
have  enough  wherever  we  came.  There  we  lodged  in 
the  open  fields  j  for  houfes  they  had  none?  though  they 
fpent  the  moft  of  the  fummer  there.  The  head  of  this 
river  is  reported  to  be  not  far  from  the  place  of  our  abode. 
Upon  it  are  and  have  been  many  towns,  it  being  a  g6od 

■    ,  length. 

(74)  See  Gookin's  Coll.  chap.  III.  §.  c.  and  Williams'  Key,  chap. 
XVI. 

(75)  At  Titicut,  on  Taunton  river,  in  the  north-weft  part  q£  Mid- 
dleborough,  is  a  noted  place,  which  was  formerly  called  the  Old  In- 
dian Wear.  Though  other  wears  have  been  creeled  on  Taunton  river, 
yet  this  is  probably  the  place  intended. 

6g  [^/.viiL] 
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length.  The  ground  is  very  good  on  both  fides,  it  being 
for  the  mofl  part  cleared.  Thoufands  of  men  have  lived 
there,  which  died  in  a  great  plague  not  long  fince  :  and 
pity  it  was  and  is  to  fee  fo  many  goodly  fields,  and  fo 
well  feated,  without  men  to  drefs  and  manure  the  fame. 
Upon  this  river  dwelleth  Maffafoyt. 

51.  The  next  morning  we  brake  our  fait,  took  our 
leave,  and  departed,  being  then  accompanied  with  fome  fix 
lavages.  Having  gone  about  fix  miles  by  the  river  fide, 
at  a  known  fhoal  place  (76),  it  being  low  water,  they 
fpake  to  us  to  put  off  our  breeches,  for  we  mull  wade 
thorough.  Here  let  me  not  forget  the  valour  and  courage 
of  fome  of  the  favages,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  ; 
for  there  were  remaining  alive  only  two  men,  both  aged, 
efpecially  the  one,  being  above  threefcore.  Thefe  two, 
efpying  a  company  of  men  entering  the  river,  ran  very 
fwiftly,  and  low  in  the  grafs,  to  meet  us  at  the  bank, 
where  with  fhrill  voices  and  great  courage,  ftanding  charg- 
ed upon  us  with  their  bows,  they  demanded  what  we 
wTere,  fuppofing  us  to  be  enemies,  and  thinking  to  take 
advantage  on  us  in  the  water  :  but  feeing  we  were  friends, 
they  welcomed  us  with  fuch  food  as  they  had,  and  we 
bellowed  a  fmall  bracelet  of  beads  on  them.  Thus  far 
we  are  fure  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows. 

52.  Having  here  again  refrefhed  ourfelves,  we  proceed- 
ed in  our  journey,  the  weather  being  very  hot  for  travel  ; 
yet  the  country  fo  well  watered,  that  a  man  could  fcarce 
be  dry,  but  he  fhould  have  a  fpring  at  hand  to  cool  his 
thirft,  befide  fmall  rivers  in  abundance.  But  the  favages 
will  not  willingly  drink  but  at  a  fpring  head.  When  we 
came  to  a  fmall  brook,  where  no  bridge  was,  two  of  thern 
defired  to  carry  us  through  of  their  own  accords  ;  alfo 
fearing  we  were  or  would  be,  weaTy,  offered  to  carry  our 
pieces  ;  alfo,  if  we  would  lay  off  any  of  our  clothes,  we 
fhould  have  them  carried  :  and  as  the  one  of  them  had 
found  more  fpecial  kindnefs  from  one  of  the  meffengers, 
and  the  other  favage  from  the  other,  fo  they  mowed  their 
thankfulnefs  accordingly,  in  affording  us  help  and  fur- 
therance in  the  journey. 

53-  As 


I 


(76)  About  fix  miles  below  Old  Indian  Wear  is  a  noted  wading 
place.     The  oppofite  fhorc  of  Taunton  river  is  in  Raynham, 
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^3.  As  wc  palled  along,  we  obferved  that  there  were 
few  places  by  the  river,  but  had  been  inhabited  ;  by  rea- 
fon  whereof  much  ground  was  clear,  fave  of  weeds,  which 
grew  higher  than  our  heads.  There  is  much  good  tim- 
ber, both  oak,  walnut  tree,  fir,  beech,  and  exceeding  great 
chefnut  trees. 

54.  After  we  came  to  a  town  of  MafTafoyt's,  where 
we  ate  oyflers  and  other  fifli.  From  thence  we  went  to 
Pakanokick  (jj),  but  Maffafoyt  was  not  at  home.  There 
we  flayed  he  being  fent  for.  When  news  was  brought 
of  his  coming,  our  guide,  Tifquantum,  requefted  that  at 
our  meeting  we  would  difcharge  our  pieces  :  but  one  of 
us  going  about  to  charge  his  piece,  the  women  and  child- 
ren, through  fear  to  fee  him  take  up  his  piece,  ran  away, 
and  could  not  be  pacified  till  he  laid  it  down  again  ;  who 
afterward  were  better  informed  by  our  interpreter.  Maf- 
fafoyt being  come,  we  difcharged  our  pieces  and  faluted 
him  ;  who,  after  their  manner,  kindly  welcomed  us, 
and  took  us  into  his  houfe,  and  fet  us  down  by  him,  where, 
having  delivered  our  melfage  and  prefents,  and  having  put 
the  coat  on  his  back,  and  the  chain  about  his  neck,  he  was 
not  a  little  proud  to  behold  himfelf,  and  his  men  alfo  to 
fee  their  king  fo  bravely  attired.  For  anfwer  to  our 
meifage,  he  told  us  we  were  welcome  ;  and  would  gladly 
continue  that  peace  and  friendfhip,  which  was  between 
him  and  us  ;  and  for  his  men,  they  mould  no  more  pefler 
us,  as  they  had  done  ;  alfo  that  he  would  fend  to  Paomet, 
and  would  help  us  with  corn  for  feed,  according  to  our 
requeft. 

$$.  This  being  done,  his  men  gathered  near  unto  him, 
to  whom  he  turned  himfelf,  and  made  a  fpeech  ;  they 
fometime  interpoiing,  and,  as  it  were,  confirming  and 
applauding  him  in  that  he  faid.  The  meaning  whereof 
was,  as  far  as  we  could  learn,  thus  :  Was  not  he,  Maffa- 
foyt, commander  of  the  country  about  them  ?  Was  not 
fuch  a  town  his,  and  the  people  of  it  ?  And  fliould  they 
not  bring  their  fkins  unto  us  ?  After  this  manner  he 
named  at  leaft  thirty  places  ;  and  their  anfwer  was  as 
aforefaid  to  every  one  :   fo  that  as  it  was  delightful,  it 

was 

(77)  Sometimes  called  Sowams.  See  Winflow,  50,  and  JBelknap's 
Biog.  Vol.  II.  p.  221. 
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was  tedious  unto  us.  This  being  ended,  he  lighted  tor 
bacco  for  us,  and  fell  to  difcourfmg  of  England  and  of  the 
king's  majefty,  marvelling  that  he  fhould  live  without  a 
wife.  Alio  he  talked  of  the  Frenchmen,  bidding  us  not  to 
fuffer  them  to  come  to  Narrohiganfet,  for  it  was  king  James 
his  country,  and  he  alfo  was  king  James  his  man.  Late 
it  grew,  but  victuals  he  offered  none  ;  for  indeed  he  had 
not  an} ,  being  he  came  fo  newly  home.  So  we  defired 
to  go  to  reft.  He  laid  us  on  the  bed  with  himfelf  and 
his  wife,  they  at  the  one  end,  and  we  at  the  other,  it  being 
only  planks  laid  a  foot  from  the  ground,  and  a  thin  mat 
upon  them.  Two  more  of  his  chief  men,  for  want  of 
room,  prefTed  by  and  upon  us  ;  fo  that  we  were  worfe 
weary  of  our  lodging  than  of  our  journey. 

56.  The  next  day,  being  Thurfday,  many  of  their  fa- 
chims,  or  petty  governours,  came  to  fee  us,  and  many  of 
their  men  alfo,  There  they  went  to  their  manner  of 
games  for  Ikins  and  knives.  There  we  challenged  them 
to  fhoot  with  them  for  fkins  ;  but  they  durft  not :  only 
they  defired  to  fee  one  of  us  moot  at  a  mark  ;  who  moot- 
ing with  hail-fhot,  they  wondered  to  fee  the  mark  fo  full 
of  holes. 

$jf  About  one  o'clock,  Maffafoyt  brought  two  fifties 
that  he  had  fhot :  They  were  like  bream,  but  three  times 
fo  big,  and  better  meat  (78).  Thefe  being  boiled,  there 
were  at  leaft  forty  looked  for  a  fhare  in  them.  The  moft 
ate  of  them.  This  meal  only  we  had  in  two  nights  and  a 
day  ;  and  had  not  one  of  us  bought  a  partridge,  we  had 
taken  our  journey  fafting.  Very  importunate  he  was  to 
have  us  ftay  with  them  longer.  But  we  defired  to  keep 
the  fabbath  at  home,  and  feared  we  fhould  either  be  light- 
headed for  want  of  fleep  ;  for  what  with  bad  lodging,  the 
favages'  barbarous  finging  (for  they  ufed  to  fing  themfelves 
afleep)  lice  and  fleas  within  doors,  and  mufketoes  without, 
we  could  hardly  fleep  all  the  time  of  our  being  there  ;  we 
much  fearing,  that  if  we  fhould  ftay  any  longer,  we 
mould  not  be  able  to  recover  home  for  want  of  ftrength. 
So  that  on  Friday  morning,  before  fun-rifing,  we  took  our 
leave  and  departed,  Maffafoyt  being  both  grieved  and 
£.':r.  . afhamed 

(78)  "  Probably  the  fifh  called  tataug,"  fays  Dr.  Belknap,  Biog- 
Vol.  II.  p.  288. 
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afhamed,  that  he  could  not  better  entertain  us  ;  and  re* 
taining  Tifquantum  to  fend  from  place  to  place  to  procure 
truck  for  us  ;  and  appointing  another,  called  Tokamaha- 
mon  in  his  place,  whom  we  had  found  faithful  before  and 
HI  after  upon  all  occafions, 

I 

1  A  Voyage  made  by  ten  of  our  men  to  Naufet,  to  feek  a  boy  C79J 

that  had  loft  himfelf  in  the  woods* 

58.     t  I  ""HE  eleventh  of  June  (80),  we  fet  forth  toward 

J|_     Naufet,  the  weather  being  very  fair  :    but  ere 

we  had  been  long  at  fea,  there  arofe  a  ftorrn  of  wind  and 

rain,  with  much  lightning  and  thunder,  in  fo  much  that 

a  fpout  arofe  not  far  from  us.     But,  God  be  praifed,  it 

dured  not  long  5   and  we  put  in  that  night  for  harbour  at 

a  place  called  Cummaquid(8i),  where  we  had  fome  hope 

to  find  the  boy.     Two  favages  were  in  the  boat  with  us  ; 

the  one  was  Tifquantum,  our  interpreter,  the  other  Toka* 

mahamon,  a  fpecial  friend.     It  being  night  before  we  came 

in,  we  anchored  in  the  midft  of  the  bay,  where  we  were 

dry  at  low  water.     In  the  morning,  we  efpied  favages 

feeking  lobfters  ;    and  fent  our  two  interpreters  to  fpeak 

I  with  them,  the   channel  being  between  them  ;    where 

they  told  them  what  we  were,  and  for  what  we  were  come, 

willing  them  not  at  all  to  fear  us,  for  we  would  not  hurt 

I  them.     Their  anfwer  was,  that  the  boy  was  well,  but  he 

I  was  at  Naufet  ;    yet  fmce  we  were  there,  they  delired  us 

I  to  come  afhore  and  eat  with  them  ;    which  as  foon  as 

our  boat  floated  we  did,  and  went-  fix  afhore,  having  four 

pledges  for  them  in  the  boat.     They  brought  us  to  their 

fachim,   or  governour,  whom  they  call  Iyanough(82)  a 

man 

(79)  John  Billington.     Bradford's  M.  S.  Hift. 

(80)  "  This  date  being  inconfiftent  with  feveral  hints  in  the  fore-; 
going  and  following  flories,  I  keep  to  Gov.  Bradford's  original  manu^ 
fcript,  and  place  it  between  the  end  of  July  and  the  13th.  of  Auguft." 
Prince's  Ann.  p.  107. 

{81 )  Barnftable  harbour. 

(82)  Sometimes  called  Iyanough  of  Cummaquid,  and  fometimes 
lyanough  of  Mattakees,  or  Mattachieft,  a  territory  which  included  the 
eaft  part  of  Barnftable  and  the  weft  part  of  Yarmouth.  Prince's  Ann. 
p.  108.  Gookin's  Coll.  chap.  VIII.  §.  2.  Coll.  Hift.  Soc.  Vol  III. 
$>.  15. 
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man  not  exceeding  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  but  very  per- 
fonable,  gentle,  courteous,  and  fair  conditioned,  indeed 
not  like  a  favage,  fave  for  his  attire.  His  entertainment 
was  anfwerable  to  his  parts,  and  his  cheer  plentiful  and 
various. 

59.  One  thing  was  very  grievous  unto  us  at  this  place. 
There  was  an  old  woman,  whom  we  judged  to  be  no  lefs 
than  an  hundred  years  old,  which  came  to  fee  us,  becaufe 
ihe  never  faw  Englifh  ;  yet  could  not  behold  us  without 
breaking  forth  into  great  paffion,  weeping  and  crying 
exceflively.  We  demanding  the  reafon  of  it,  they  told  us, 
ihe  had  three  fons,  who,  when  Mafter  Hunt  was  in  thefe 
parts,  went  aboard  his  Ihip  to  trade  with  him,  and  he 
carried  them  captives  into  Spain  (for  Tifquantum  at  that 
time  was  carried  away  alfo)  by  which  means  fhe  was  de- 
prived of  the  comfort  of  her  children  in  her  old  age.  We 
told  them  we  were  forry  that  any  Englifhman  fhould  give 
them  that  offence,  that  Hunt  was  a  bad  man,  and  that  all 
the  Englifh  that  heard  of  it  condemned  him  for  the  fame  ; 
but  for  us,  we  would  not  offer  them  any  fuch  injury, 
though  it  would  gain  us  all  the  fkins  in  the  country.  So 
we  gave  her  fome  fmall  trifles,  whkh  fomewhat  appeafed 
her, 

60.  After  dinner  we  took  boat  for  Naufet,  lyanough 
and  two  of  his  men  accompanying  us.  Ere  we  came  to 
Naufet  the  day  and  tide  were  almoft  fpent  ;  in  fo  much 
as  we  could  not  go  in  with  our  fhallop  ;  but  the  fachim, 
or  governour,  of  Cummaquid  went  afhore  and  his  men 
with  him.  We  alfo  fent  Tifquantum  to  tell  Afpinet,  the 
fachim  of  Naufet  wherefore  we  came.  After  fun-fet  Af- 
pinet came  with  a  great  train,  and  brought  the  boy  with 
him,  one  bearing  him  through  the  water.  He  had  not 
lefs  than  an  hundred  with  him  ;  the  half  whereof  came  to 
the  fhallop  fide,  unarmed  with  him  ;  the  other  flood  aloof 
with  their  bows  and  arrows.  There  he  delivered  us  the 
boy,  behung  with  beads,  and  made  peace  with  us,  we 
beftowing  a  knife  on  him,  and  likewife  on  another  that 
firft  entertained  the  boy  and  brought  him  thither.  So 
they  departed  from  us. 

61.  Here  we  underftood  that  the  Narrohiganfets  had 
fpoiled  fome  of  MafTafoyt's  men,  and  taken  him.     This 

{truck 
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ftruck  fome  fear  in  us,  becaufe  the  colony  was  fo  weakly 
guarded,  the  ftrength  thereof  being  abroad.  But  we  tet 
forth  with  refolution  to  make  the  beft  hafte  home  we 
could  ;  yet  the  wind  being  contrary,  having  fcarce  any 
frefli  water  left,  and  at  leaf!  fixteen  leagues(83)  home  we 
put  in  again  for  the  fhore.  There  we  met  again  with 
lyanough,  the  fachim  of  Cummaquid,  and  the  moft  of 
his  town,  both  men,  women,  and  children  with  him.  He, 
being  ftill  willing  to  gratify  us,  took  a  rundlet,  and  led 
our  men  in  the  dark  a  great  way  for  water,  but  could 
find  none  good  y  yet  brought  fueh  as  there  was  on  his 
neck  with  them.  In  the  mean  time  the  women  joined 
hand  in  hand,  iinging  and  dancing  before  the  ihallop,  the 
men  alfo  mowing  all  the  kindnefs  they  could,  lyanough 
himfelf  taking  a  bracelet  from  about  his  neck,  and  hang- 
ing it  upon  one  of  us.  By  God's  providence  we  cam^ 
fafely  home  that  night. 

Good  News  from  New  England  :  Or  a  Relation 
of  things  remarkable  in  that  plantation  : 
written  by  e.  wlnslow,  and  abbreviated  in 
Purchas's  Pilgrims,  Book.  X.  Chap.  V.  London. 
1625(1). 

1.  r  I  1HE  good  fliip*  called  the  Fortune,  which  in  ths 
J[  month  of  November,  1621,  bleffed  be  God  ! 
brought  us  a  new  fupply  of  five  and  thirty  perfons,  was 
not  long  departed  our  coafl,  ere  the  great  people  of  Nano- 
higganfet  (2)  which  are  reported  to  be  many  thoufands 
ftrong,  began  to  breathe  forth  many  threats  againft  us, 
notwithftanding  their  defired  and  obtained  peace  with  us 
in  the  foregoing  fummer  :  infomuch  as  the  common  talk 
of  our  neighbour  Indians  on  all  fides  was  of  the  prepara- 
tion they  made  to  come  againft  us.     In  reafon,  a  man 

would 

(83.)  The  diftance  from  Eaftham  to  Plymouth  is  not  more  than 
twelve  leagues. 

(1)  For  the  events  in  the  hiftory  of  Plymouth,  between  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  foregoing  paper  and  the  commencement  of  this,  fee  Prince's 
Ann.  p.  108 — 115. 

(2)  Narraganfct. 
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would  think  they  fhould  have  now  more  caufe  to  fear  us* 
than  before  our  fupply  came  :  but  though  none  of  them 
were  prefent,  yet  underflanding  by  others,  that  they  nei- 
ther brought  arms  nor  other  provisions  with  them,  but 
wholly  relied  on  us,  it  occafioned  them  to  flight  and  brave 
us  with  fo  many  threats  as  they  did.  At  length  came  one 
of  them  to  us,  who  was  fent  by  Conauacus(3),  their  chief 
fachim  or  king,  accompanied  with  one  Tokamahamon,  a 
friendly  Indian,  This  meffenger  inquired  for  Tifquantum* 
our  interpreter,  who  not  being  at  home,  feemed  rather  to 
be  glad  than  forry  ;  and  leaving  for  him  a  bundle  of  new 
arrows,  lapped  in  a  rattlesnake's  fkin,  defired  to  depart 
with  all  expedition. 

2.  When  Tifquantum  returned,  and  the  arrows  were 
delivered,  and  the  manner  of  the  mefienger's  carriage  re- 
lated, he  Signified  to  the  governour(4),  that  to  fend  the 
rattle-fnake's  fkin  in  that  manner  imported  enmity,  and 
that  it  was  no  better  than  a  challenge.  Hereupon,  after 
fome  deliberation,  the  governour  fluffed  the  fkin  with 
powder  and  fhot,  and  fent  it  back,  returning  no  lefs  defi- 
ance to  Cpnauacus,  affuring  him,  if  he  had  fhipping  now 
prefent  thereby  to  fend  his  men  to  Nanohigganfet,  the 
place  of  his  abode,  they  fhould  not  need  to  come  fo  far 
by  land  to  us  :  yet  withal  mowing  that  they  fhould  never 
come  unwelcome  or  unlooked  for.  This  meffage  was 
fent  by  an  Indian,  and  delivered  in  fuch  fort,  as  it  was  no 
fmall  terrour  to  this  favage  king  ;  infomuch  as  he  would 
not  once  touch  the  powder  and  fhot,  or  furFer  it  to  flay  in 
his  houfe  or  country.  Whereupon  the  meffenger  refufing 
it,  another  took  it  up  5  and  having  been  polled  from  place 
to  .place  a  long  time,  at  length  came  whole  back  again. 

3.  In  the  mean  time,  knowing  our  own  weaknefs, 
notwithflanding  our  high  words  and  lofty  looks  towards 
them,  and  flill  lying  open  to  all  cafualty,  having  as  yet,, 
under  God,  no  other  defence  than  our  arms,  we  thought 
it  needful  to  impale  our  town  ;  which  with  all  expedition 
we  accomplifhed  in  the  month  of  February,  and  fome  few 
days,  taking  in  the  top  of  the  hill  under  which  our  town 

is 

(3)  Or  Canonicus.     Prince.  116, 

(4)  William  Bradford. 
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is  feated ;  making  four  bulwarks  or  jetties  without  the 
ordinary  circuit  of  the  pale,  from  whence  we  could  defend 
the  whole  town  ;  in  three  whereof  are  gates,  and  the 
fourth  in  time  to  be*  This  being  done,  Captain  Standifh 
divided  our  ftrength  into  four  fquadrons  or  companies, 
appointing  whom  he  thought  lit  to  have  command  of 
each  ;  and  at  a  general  mulier  or  training,  appointed  each 
his  place,  gave  each  his  company,  giving  them  charge, 
upon  every  alarum,  to  refort  to  their  leaders,  to  their  ap- 
pointed place,  and  in  his  abfence,  to  be  commanded  and 
directed  by  them.  That  done  according  to  his  order,  each 
drew  his  company  to  his  appointed  place  for  defence,  and 
there  together  difcharged  their  mufkets.  After  which 
they  brought  their  new  commanders  to  their  houfes, 
where  again  they  graced  them  with  their  mot,  and  fo 
departed.  Fearing  alfo  left  the  enemy,  at  any  time,  fhould 
take  any  advantage,  by  firing  our  houfes,  Captain  Stan- 
dim  appointed  a  certain  company,  that  whensoever  they 
law  or  heard  fire  to  be  cried  in  the  town,  mould  only  betake 
themfelves  to  their  arms,  and  fhould  enclofe  the  houfe  or 
place  fo  endangered  ;  and  fland  aloof  on  their  guard, 
with  their  backs  to  the  fire,  to  prevent  treachery  if  any 
were  in  that  kind  intended.  If  the  fire  were  in  any  of 
the  houfes  of  this  guard,  they  were  then  freed  from  it, 
but  not  otherwife,  without  fpecial  command. 

4*  Long  before  this  time  we  promifed  the  people  of 
Maffachufet,  in  the  beginning'  of  March  to  come  unto 
them,  and  trade  for.  their  furs  ;  which  being  then  come, 
we  began  to  make  preparation  for  that  voyage.  In  the 
mean  time  an  Indian,  called  Hobbamock,  who  ftill  lived 
in  the  town,  told  us  that  he  feared  the  Maffachufets,  or 
MafTachufeuks,  for  they  fo  called  the  people  of  that  place, 
were  joined  in  confederacy  with  the  Nanohigganneuks, 
or  people  of  Nanohigganfet,  and  that  they  therefore  would 
take  this  opportunity  to  cut  off  Captain  Standifh  and  his 
company  abroad  ;  but  howfoever,  in  the  mean  time,  it 
was  to  be  feared  that  the  Nanohigganeuks  would  ailault 
the  town  at  home  ;  giving  many  reafons  for  his  jealoufy, 
as  alfo  that  Tifquantum  was  in  the  confederacy,  who,  we 
fhould  find,  would  ufe  many  perfuafions  to  draw  us  from 
Hh         [FoL  via.]  our 
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our  fhallops  to  the  Indians'  houfes  for  their  better  advan- 
tage. 

5.  Notwithstanding,  the  forenamed  Captain  with  ten 
men,  accompanied  with  Hobbamock  and  Tifquantum,  fet 
forwards  for  the  Maffachufets  :  but  were  no  fooner  turned 
the  point  of  the  harbour,  called  the  Gurnet's  Nofe,  where, 
being  becalmed,  we  let  fall  our  grapnel,  to  fet  things  to 
rights,  and  prepare  to  row,  but  there  came  an  Indian  of 
Tifquanturcfs  family,  running  to  certain  of  our  people, 
that  were  from  home,  with  all  eagernefs,  having  his  face 
wounded,  and  the  blood  ftill  frefh  on  the  fame,  calling  to 
them  to  repair  home,  oft  looking  behind  him,  as  if  fome 
others  had  him  in  chafe  ;  faying  that  at  Namafchet,  a 
town  fome  fifteen  miles  from  us,  there  were  many  of  the 
Nanohigganfets,  Maifaifowat  (5)  our  fuppofed  friend,  and 
Conbatant(6),  our  feared  enemy,  with  many  others,  with 
a  refolution  to  take  advantage  on  the  prefent  opportunity, 
to  affault  the  town  in  the  Captain's  abfence  ;  affirming  that 
he  received  the  wound  in  his  face  for  fpeaking  in  our  be- 
half, and  by  flight  efcaped  ;  looking  oft  backward,  as  if 
he  fufpecled  them  to  be  at  hand.  This  he  affirmed  again 
to  the  governour  ;  whereupon  he  gave  command,  that 
three  piece  of  ordnance  mould  be  made  ready  and  dis- 
charged, to  the  end  if  we  were  not  out  of  hearing,  we 
might  return  thereat  :  Which  we  no  fooner  heard,  but 
we  repaired  homeward  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  arming 
ourfelves,  and  making  all  in  readinefs  to  fight.  When  we 
entered  the  harbour,  we  faw  the  town  likewife  on  their 
guard  ;  whither  we  hafted  with  all  convenient  fpeed.  The 
news  being  made  known  unto  us,  Hobbamock  faid  flatly 
that  it  was  falfe,  affuring  us  of  MaffafTowat's  faithfulnefs. 
Howfoever  he  prefumed  he  would  never  have  undertaken 
any  fuch  aft  without  his  privity,  himfelf  being  ipaniefe(j\ 
that  is,  one  of  his  chief  champions  or  men  of  valour  ;  it 
being  the  manner  amongft  them  not  to  undertake  fuch 

enterprifes, 

(5)  MafTafoyt,  or  Mafaflbit. 

(6)  Gov.  Bradford,  and  after  him  Morton  and  Prince,  write  his  name 
-Corbitant.     See  Ann.  109. 

(7)  Prince  fpells  this  word  Pinefe.  Ann.  108.  See  Belknap's 
Biog.  II.  454. 
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enterprifes,   without  the  advice  and  furtherance  of  men 
of  that  rank. 

6.  The  governour  caufed  Hobbamock  to  fend  his  wife 
with  all  privacy  to  Puckanokick  (8),  the  chief  place  of 
Maffaffowat's  refidence,  pretending  other  occafions,  there 
to  inform  herfelf,  and  fo  us,  of  the  right  Rate  of  things. 
When  me  came  thither,  and  faw  all  things  quiet,  and  that 
no  fuch  matter  was  or  had  been  intended,  fhe  told  Maffaffo- 
wat  what  had  happened  at  Plymouth,  by  them  called  Pa- 
tuxet  ;  which  when  he  underllood,  he  was  much  offended 
at  the  carriage  of  Tifquantum  ;  returning  many  thanks 
to  the  governour  for  his  good  thoughts  of  him  ;  and 
affuring  him,  that  according  to  their  firft  articles  of  peace, 
he  would  fend  word  and  give  warning,  when  any  fuch 
bufinefs  was  towards. 

7.  Thus  by  degrees  we  began  to  difcover  Tifquantum  ; 
whofe  ends  were  only  to  make  himfelf  great  in  the  eyes 
of  his  countrymen,  by  means  of  his  nearnefs  and  favour 
with  us  ;  not  caring  who  fell,  fo  he  flood.  In  general  his 
courfe  was,  to  perfuade  them  he  could  lead  us  to  peace  or 
war  at  his  pleamre  ;  and  would  oft  threaten  the  Indians, 
fending  them  word  in  a  private  manner,  we  were  intended 
fhortly  to  kill  them,  that  thereby  he  might  get  gifts  to 
himfelf,  to  work  their  peace  ;  infomuch  as  they  had  him 
in  greater  efteem  than  many  of  their  fachims  :  yea  they 
themfelves  fought  to  him,  who  promifed  them  peace  in 
refpect  of  us,  yea  and  protection  alfo,  fo  as  they  would 
refort  to  him.  So  that  whereas  divers  were  wont  to  rely 
on  MafTafTowat  for  protection,  and  refort  to  his  abode, 
now  they  began  to  leave  him,  and  feek  after  Tifquantum. 
But  when  we  underftood  his  dealings,  we  certified  all  the 
Indians  of  our  ignorance  and  innocency  therein  ;  affuring 
them,  till  they  begun  with  us,  they  fhould  have  no  caufe 
to  fear  :  and  if  any  hereafter  mould  raife  any  fuch  reports, 
they  fhould  punifh  them  as'  liars  and  feekers  of  their  and 
our  difhirbance  :  which  gave  the  Indians  good  fatisfaclion 
on  all  fides. 

8.     After  this  we  proceeded  in  our  voyage  to  the  Maffa- 
.  chufets  ;  where  we  had  good  flore  of  trade,  and,  bleffed  be 

God  ! 

(8)  Pokanoket.     Belkn.  Biog. 
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God  !  returned  in  fafety,  though  driven  from  before  our 
town  in  great  danger  and  extremity  of  weather. 

9.  At  our  return  we  found  Maffaffowat  at  the  planta- 
tion ;  who  made  his  feeming  juft  apology  for  all  former 
matters  of  accufation,  being  much  offended  and  enraged 
againft  Tifquantum  ;  whom  the  governour  pacified  as 
much  as  he  could  for  the  prefent.  But  not  long  after  his 
departure,  he  fent  a  meifenger  to  the  governour,  entreaty 
ing  him  to  give  way  to  the  death  of  Tifquantum,  who  had 
fo  much  abufed  him.  But  the  governour  anfwered  :  Al- 
though he  deferved  to  die,  both  in  refpect.  of  him  and  us  ; 
yet  for  our  fakes  he  defired  he  would  fpare  him  ;  and  the 
rather,  beGaufe  without  him  he  knew  not  well  how  to 
underftand  himfeif,  or  any  other  the  Indians. 

10.  With  this  anfwer  the  meffenger  returned  ;  but 
came  again  not  long  after,  accompanied  with  divers  others, 
demanding  him,  from  Maffaffowat  their  matter,  as  being 
one  of  his  fubjecfs,  whom  by  our  firft  articles  of  peace 
we  could  not  retain  :  yet  becaufe  he  would  not  willingly 
do  it  without  the  governour 's  approbation,  offered  him 
many  beavers'  fkins  for  his  confent  thereto  ;  faying,  that 
according  to  their  manner,  their  fachim  had  fent  his  own 
knife,  and  therewith  to  cut  off  his  head  and  hands,  and 
bring  them  to  him. 

11.  To  which  the  governour  anfwered:  It  was  not 
the  manner  of  the  Englifh  to  fell  men's  lives  at  a  price, 
but  when  they  had  deferved  juftly  to  die,  to  give  them  their 
reward  ;  and  therefore  refufed  their  beavers  as  a  gift  : 
but  fent  for  Tifquantum  5  who,  though  he  knew  their 
intent,  yet  offered  not  to  fly,  but  came  and  accufed  Hob- 
bamock  as  the  author  and  worker  of  his  overthrow  ; 
yielding  himfeif  to  the  governour,  to  be  fent  or  not,  ac- 
cording as  he  thought  meet. 

12.  But  at  the  inftant  when  our  governour  was  ready 
to  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  his  executioners,  a  boat 
was  feen  at  fea  to  crofs  before  our  town,  and  fall  behind 
a  head-land  not  far  off.  Whereupon,  having  heard  many 
rumours  of  the  French,  and  not  knowing  whether  there 
were  any  combination  between  the  favages  and  them, 
the  governour  told  the  Indians,  he  would  firft  know  what 
t»oat  that  was,  ere  he  would  deliver  him  into  their  cuftody. 

But 
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But  being  mad  with  rage  and  impatient  at  delay,  they 
.departed  in  great  heat. 

13.  Here  let  me  not  omit  one  notable,  though  wicked, 
practice  of  this  Tifquantum  ;  who,  to  the  end  he  might 
poffefs  his  countrymen  with  the  greater  fear  of  us,  and  fo 
confequently  of  himfelf,  told  them  we  had  the  plague 
buried  in  our  ftore  houfe  ;  which,  at  our  pleafure,  we 
could  fend  forth  to  what  place  or  people  we  would,  and 

I  deftroy  them  therewith,  though  we  ftirred  not  from  home. 

1  Being,  upon  the  forenamed  brabbles,  fent  for  by  the 
governour  to  this  place,  where  Hobbamock  was  and  forne 

J  other  of  us,  the  ground  being  broke  in  the  midft  of  the 
houfe,  whereunder  certain  barrels  of  powder  were  buried, 

jl  though  unknown  to  him,  Hobbamock  afked  him,  what 

j  it  meant  ?  To  whom  he  readily  anfwered  :  That  was  the 
place,  wherein  the  plague  was  buried,  whereof  he  formerly 
told  him  and  others.  After  this  Hobbamock  afked  one 
of  our  people,  whether  fuch  a  thing  were,  and  whether 

j  we  had  fuch  a  command  of  it  ?  Who  anfwered.  No  ;  but 
the  God  of  the  Englifh  had  it  in  ftore,  and  could  fend  it 
at  his  pleafure,  to  the  deftruclion  of  his  and  our  enemies. 

14.  This  was,  as  I  take  it,  about  the  end  of  May,  1622  : 
at  which  time  our  ftore  of  victuals  was  wholly  fpent, 
having  lived  long  before  with  a  bare  and  Ihort  allowance. 
The  feafon  was,  that  fupply  of  men  before  mentioned, 
which  came  fo  unprovided.,  not  landing  fo  much  as  a 
barrel  of  bread  or  meal  for  their  whole  company,  but  con- 
trariwife  received  from  us  for  their  {hip's  ftore  homeward. 
Neither  were  the  fetters  forth  thereof  altogether  to  be 
blamed  therein  ;  but  rather  certain  amongft  ourfelves, 
who  were  too  prodigal  in  their  writing  and  reporting  that 
plenty  we  enjoyed.     But  that  I  may  return. 

15.  This  boat  proved  to  be  a  fhallop,  that  belonged  to 
a  fifhing  fhip,  called  the  Sparrow,  fet  forth  by  Mafter 
Thomas  Wefton,  late  merchant  and  citizen  of  London  j 
which  brought  fix  or  feven  paffengers  at  his  charge,  that 
fhould  before  have  been  landed  at  our  plantation  ;  who 
alfo  brought  no  more  provifion  for  the  prefent,  than  ferved 
the  boat's  gang  for  their  return  to  the  fhip  j  which  made 
her  voyage  at  a  place  called  Damarin's  cove,  near  Munhig- 
gen,  fome  forty  leagues  from  us  north-eaftward  ;   about 

which 
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which  place  there  fifhed  above  thirty  fail  of  fliips  ;  and 
whither  myfelf  was  employed  by  our  governour,  with 
orders  to  take  up  fuch  victuals  as  the  fhips  could  fpare  ; 
where  I  found  kind  entertainment  and  good  refpect,  with 
a  willingnefs  to  fupply  our  wants  :  But  not  being  able 
to  fpare  that  quantity  I  required,  by  reafon  of  the  neceffity 
of  fome  amongft  thcmfelves,  whom  they  fupplied  before 
my  coming,  would  not  take  any  bills  for  the  fame  ;  but 
did  what  they  could  freely,  wifhing  their  ftore  had  been 
fuch,  as  they  might  in  greater  meafure  have  expreifed 
their  own  love,  and  fupplied  our  neceffities  ;  for  which 
they  forrowed,  provoking  one  another  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  abilities  :  which,  although  it  was  not  much  amongft 
fo  many  people  as  were  at  the  plantation  ;  yet,  through 
the  provident  and  difcreet  care  of  the  governours,  re- 
covered and  preferved  ftrength  till  our  own  crop  on  the 
ground  was  ready. 

16.     Having  difpatched  there,  I  returned  home  with  all 
fpeed  convenient  ;    where  I  found  the  ftate  of  the  colony 
much  weaker  than  when  I  left  it  :    for  till  now  we  were 
never  without  fome  bread  ;  the  want  whereof  much  abat* 
ed  the  ftrength  and  flefh  of  fome,  and  fwelled  others.     But 
here  it  may  be  faid,  if  the  country  abound  with  fifh  and 
fowl  in  fuch  meafure  as  is  reported,  how  could  men  un- 
dergo fuch  meafure  of  hardnefs,  except  through  their  own 
negligence  ?     I  anfwer,  every  thing  muft  be  expected  in 
its  proper  feafon.     No  man,  as  one  faid,  will  go  into  an 
orchard  in  the  winter,  to  gather  cherries  :  fo  he  that  looks 
for   fowl  there  in  the   fummer,  will  be  deceived  in  his 
expectation.     The  time  they  continue  in  plenty  with  us, 
is  from  the  beginning  of  October  to  the  end  of  March  : 
but  thefe  extremities  befel  us  in  May  and  June.     I  confefs, 
that  as  the  fowl  decreafe,  fo  fifh.  increafe.     And  indeed 
their  exceeding  abundance  was  a  great  cauie  of  increafing 
our  wants.     For  though  our  bay  and  creeks  were  full  of 
bafs  and  other  fifh  ;    yet  for  want  of  fit  and  ftrong  feines 
and  other  netting,  they  for  the  moft  part  brake  thorough, 
and  carried  all  away  before  them.     And  though  the  fea 
were  full  of  cod,  yet  we  had  neither  tackling  nor  halfers 
for  our  fhailops.     And  indeed  had  we  not  been  in  a  place, 
where  divers  fort  of  fhell  fifh  are,  that  may  be  taken  with 

the 


July.  1622.  E.  Win/low's  Relation*  247 

the  hand,  we  muft  have  perifhed,  tinlefs  God  had  raifed 
fome  unknown  or  extraordinary  means  for  our  prefcrv- 
ation. 

17.     In  the   time  of    thcfe  ftraits,  indeed  before  my 

going  to  Munhiggen,  the  Indians  began  again  to  caft  forth 

many  infulting  fpeeches,  glorying  in  our  weaknefs,  and 

giving  out  how  eafy  it  would  be  ere  long  to  cut  Us  off* 

Now  alfo  Mafiaffowat  feemed  to  frown  on  us,  and  neither 

came  or  fent  to  us  as  formerly.     Thefe  things  occafioned 

further  thoughts  of  fortification.     And  whereas  we  have 

a  hill  called  the  Mount,  enclofed  within  our  pale,  under 

which  our  town  is  feated,  we  refolved  to  erect   a  fort 

thereon  ;  from  whence  a  few  might  eafily  fecure  the  town 

from  any  affault  the  Indians  can   make,  whilft  the   reft 

(might  be  employed  as  occaiion  ferved.     This  work  was 

jbegun  with  great  eagernefs,  and  with  the  approbation  of 

liiall  men,  hoping  that  this  being  once  finifhed,  and  a  coii- 

Ijtinual  guard  there  kept,  it  would  utterly  difcourage  the 

jfavages   from   having   any   hopes  or   thoughts   of  rifing 

lagainft  us.     And  though  it  took  the  greateft  part  of  our 

jiftrength  from  dreffing  our  corn,  yet,  life  being  continued, 

I  we  hoped  God  would  raife  fome  means  in  Read  thereof 

f  ifor  our  further  prefervation. 

18.  In  the  end  of  June,  or  beginning  of  July,  came 
jjinto  our  harbour  two  mips  of  Mailer  Wefton's  aforefaid  ; 
1  the  one  called  the  Charity,  the  other  the  Swan  ;  having  in 
I  them  fome  fifty  or  fixty  men,  fent  over  at  his  own  charge 
|!to  plant  for  him.  Thefe  we  received  into  our  town,  af- 
fording them   whatfoever  courtefy  our   mean  condition 

pcould  afford.  There  the  Charity,  being  the  bigger  fhip, 
5  left  them,  having  many  paffengers,  which  fhe  was  to  land 

in  Virginia.  In  the  mean  time  the  body  of  them  refrefhed 
i  themfelves  at  Plymouth,  whilft  fome  more  fit  fought  out 
m  place  for  them.     That  little  ftore  of  corn  we  had  was 

exceedingly  wafted  by  the  unjuft  and  difhoneft  walking  of 
I  Ithefe  ftrangers  ;  who,  though  they  would  fometimes  feem 

to  help  us  in  our  labour,  about  our  corn,  yet  fpared  not 
t  [day  and  night  to  fteal  the  fame,  it  being  then  eatable  and 
jjpleafant   to  tafte,   though  green  and  unprofitable.     And 

jthough  they  received  much  kindnefs,  fet  light  by  it  and  us. 

19.  At  length  their  coafters  returned,  having  found 

in 
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in  their  judgment  a  place  fit  for  plantation,  within  the 
bay  of  the  MaiTachufets^)  at  a  place  called  by  the  Indians- 
Wichagufcuffet  (10).  To  which  place  the  body  of  them 
went  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  leaving  ftill  with  us  fuch> 
as  were  fick  and  lame,  by  the  govemour's  permiflion., 
though  on  their  parts  undeferved  ;  whom  our  furgeon, 
by  the  help  of  God,  recovered  gratis  for  them,  and  they 
fetched  home,  as  occafion  ferved. 

20.  They  had  not  been  long  from  us,  ere  the  Indians 
filled  our  cars  with  clamours  againft  them,  for  ftealing 
their  corn,  and  other  abufes  conceived  by  them.  At 
which  we  grieved  the  more,  becaufe  the  fame  men,  in 
mine  own  hearing,  had  been  earneft  in  perfuading  Captain 
Standifh,  before  their  coming,  to  fdlieit  our  governour  to 
fend  fome  of  his  men,  to  plant  by  them,  alleging  many 
reafons  how  it  might  be  commodious  for  us.  But  we 
knew  no  means  to  redrefs  thofe  abufes,  fave-  reproof,  and 
advilingthem  to  better  walking,  as  occafion  ferved. 

21.  In  the  end  of  Auguftr  came  other  two  fhips  into' 
our  harbour.  The  one,  as  I  take  it,  was  called  the  Difcov- 
ery,  Captain  Jones  having  the  command  thereof  ;  the: 
other  was  that  ihip  of  Mafter  Wefton's,  called  the  Spar- 
row ;  which  had  now  made  her  voyage  of  fifh,  and  was 
Gonforted  with  the  other,  being  both  bound  for  Virginia. 
Of  Captain  Jones  we  furniihed  ourfelves  of  fuch  provifions 
as  we  moft  needed,  and  he  could  beft  fpare  y  who,  as  he 
ufed  us  kindly,  fo  made  us  pay  largely  for  the  things  we 
had.  And  had  not  the  Almighty,  in  his  all-ordering  prov- 
idence, directed  him  to  us,  it  would  have  gone  worfe  with 
us,  than  ever  it  had  been,  or  after  was  :  for  as  we  had 
now  but  fmall  ftore  of  corn  for  the  year  following  ;  fo, 
for  want  of  fupply,  we  were  worn  out  of  all  manner  of 
trucking  iluff,  not  having  any  means  left  to  help  ourfelves 
by  trade  :  but,  through  God's  good  mercy  towards  us,  he- 
had  wherewith,  and  did  fupply  our  wants  on  that  kind 
competently. 

22.  In  the  end  of  September,  or  beginning  of  October, , 
Mafter  Wefton's  biggeft  ftiip,  called  the  Charity,  returned 

for 

(9)  The  harbour  of  Bofton. 

(10)  Or  WefiagufTet,  now  called  Weymouth.     Hutch.  I.  5. 
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for  England,  and  left  their  colony  fufficiently  victualled, 
as  fome  of  moft  credit  amongft  them  reported.  The  leffer, 
called  the  Swan,  remained  with  his  colony,  for  their  fur- 
ther help.  At  which  time  they  defired  to  join  in  partner- 
fhip  with  us,  to  trade  for  corn  ;  to  which  our  governour 
and  his  affiftant  (11)  agreed,  upon  fuch  equal  conditions,  as 
were  drawn  and  confirmed  between  them  and  us.  The 
chief  places  aimed  at  were  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  Cod  ; 
and  the  more,  becaufe  Tifquantum,  whofe  peace  before  this 
time  was  wrought  with  MaffaiTowat,  undertook  to  difcover 
unto  us  that  fuppofed,  and  ftilL  hoped,  pafiage  within  the 
fhoals. 

23.  Both  colonies  being  thus  agreed?  our  governour  in 
his  own  perfon  fupplied  the  Captain's  place  ;  and,  in  the 
month  of  November,  fet  forth,  having  Tifquantum  for  his 
interpreter  and  pilot  ;  who  affirmed  he  had  twice  palled 
within  the  fhoals  of  Cape  Cod,  both  with  Englifh  and 
French.  Neverthelefs  they  went  fo  far  with  him,  as  the 
mailer  of  the  fhip  faw  no  hope  of  paffage  ;  but  being,  as 
he  thought,  in  danger,  bare  up,  and  according  to  Tifquan- 
t urn's  directions,  made  for  an  harbour  not  far  from  them, 
at  a  place  called  Manamoyck  (12)  ;  which  they  found,  and 
founding  it  with  their  fhallop,  found  the  channel,  though 
but  narrow  and  crooked  ;  where  at  length  they  harboured 
the  fhip.  Here  they  perceived  that  the  tide  fet  in  and  out 
with  more  violence  at  fome  other  place  more  foutherly, 
which  they  had  not  feen  nor  could  difcover,  by  reafon  of 
the  violence  of  the  feafon  all  the  time  of  their  abode  there. 
Some  judged  the  entrance  thereof  might  be  beyond  the 
fhoals  ;  but  there  is  no  certainty  thereof  as  yet  known. 

24.  That  night  the  governour,  accompanied  with  oth- 
ers, having  Tifquantum  for  his  interpreter,  went  afliore- 
At  firft  the  inhabitants  played  leaft  in  fight,  becaufe  none 
of  our  people  had  ever  been  there  ^before  ;  but  underftand- 
ing  the  ends  of  their  coming,  at  length  came  to  them, 
welcoming  our  governour  according  to  their  favage  man- 
ner ;  refrefhing  them  very  well  with  ftore  of  venifon  and 
other  victuals,  which  they  brought  them  in  great  abun- 
dance ; 

(11)  Ifaac  Allerton. 

(12)  Chatham. 

I  i  {Vol  viii.] 
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dance  ;  promifing  to  trade  with  them,  with  a  feeming 
gladnefs  of  the  occaiion.  Yet  their  joy  was  mixed  with 
much  jealoufy,  as  appeared  by  their  after  practices  :  for  at 
firft  they  were  loth  that  their  dwellings  mould  be  known  ; 
but  when  they  faw  our  governour's  refolution  to  flay  on 
the  more  all  night,,  they  brought  him  to  their  houfes, 
having  firft  conveyed  all  their  fluff  to  a  remote  place,  not 
far  from  the  fame  ;  which  one  of  our  men,  walking  forth 
occafionally,  efpied  :  whereupon,  on  the  fudden,  neither 
it  nor  they  could  be  found  ;  and  fo  many  times  after,  upon 
conceived  occafions,  they  would  be  all  gone,  bag  and 
baggage.  But  being  afterwards,  by  Tifquantum's  means, 
better\perfuaded,  they  left  their  jealoufy,  and  traded  with 
them  :  where  they  got  eight  hogfheads  of  corn  and  beans, 
though  the  people  were  but  few.  This  gave  our  gover- 
nour  and  the  company  good  encouragement  ;  Tifquantum 
being  ftill  confident  in  the  paffage,  and  the  inhabitants 
affirming  they  had  feen  fhips  of  good  burthen  pafs  within 
the  fhoals  aforefaid. 

25.  But  here,  though  they  had  determined  to  make 
a  fecond  effay,  yet  God  had  otherways  difpofed  ;  who 
flruck  Tifquantum  with  ficknefs,  infomuch  as  he  there 
died  ;  which  croffed  their  fouthward  trading,  and  the 
more,  becaufe  the  mailer's  fufficiency  was  much  doubted, 
and  the  feafon  very  tempeftuous,  and  not  fit  to  go  upon 
difcovery,  having  no  guide  to  direcl:  them. 

26.  From  thence  they  departed  ;  and  the  wind  being 
fair  for  the  Maiiachufets,  went  thither,  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  the  favages,  upon  our  motion,  had  planted  much 
corn  for  us,  which  they  promifed  not  long  before  that 
time.  When  they  came  thither,  they  found  a  great  fick- 
nefs to  be  amongfl  the  Indians,  not  unlike  the  plague,  if 
not  the  fame.  They  renewed  their  complaints  to  our 
governour,  againfl  that  other  plantation  feated  by  them, 
for  their  injurious  walking.  But  indeed  the  trade  both 
for  furs  and  corn  was  overthrown  in  that  place,  they 
giving  as  much  for  a  quart  of  corn,  as  we  ufed  to  do 
for  a  beaver's  fkin  :  fo  that  little  good  could  be  there  done. 

27.  From  thence  they  returned  into  the  bottom  of  the 
bay  of  Cape  Cod,  to  a  place  called  Naufet  ;  where  the 
fachim  ufed  the  governour  very  kindly,  and  where  they 

bought 
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bought  eight  or  ten  hogflieads  of  corn  and  beans  :  alfo  at 
a  place  called  Mattachieft,  where  they  had  like  kind  en- 
tertainment and  corn  alfo.  During  the  time  of  their 
trade  in  thefe  parts,  there  were  fo  great  and  violent  dorms, 
as  the  fhip  was  much  endangered,  and  our  Ihallop  cafl 
away  j  fo  that  they  had  now  no  means  to  carry  the  corn 
aboard  that  they  had  bought,  the  fhip  riding  by  their  re- 
port well  near  two  leagues  from  the  fame,  her  own  boat 

I  being  fo  fmalj,  and  fo  leaky,  having  no  carpenter  with 
them,  as  they  durft  fcarce  fetch  wood  or  water  in  her. 
Hereupon  the  governour  caufed  the  corn  to  be  made  in  a 
round  ftack,  and  bought  mats,  and  cut  fedge,  to  cover  it  ; 
and  gave  charge  to  the  Indians  not  to  meddle  with  it  > 

jj  promifing  him  that  dwelt  next  to  it  a  reward,  if  he  would 
keep  vermin  alfo  from  it  ;  which  he  undertook,  and  the 
fachim  promifed  to  make  good.  In  the  mean  time,  ac- 
cording  to  the  governour's x  requeft,  the  fachim  fent  men 
to  feek  the  ihallop  ;    which  they  found  buried  alnioft  in 

j  fand  at  a  high  water  mark,  having  many  things  remain- 

jj  ing  in  her,  but  unferviceable  for  the  prefent  ;  whereof  the 
governour  gave  the  fachim  fpecial  charge,  that  it  mould 
not  be  further  broken.  And  having  procured  a  guide,  it 
being  no  lefs  than  fifty  miles  to  our  plantation,  fet  for- 
ward, receiving  all  refpecl:  that  could  be  from  the  Indians 
in  his  journey  ;  and  came  fafely  home,  though  weary  and 
furbated(i3)  ;  whither  fome  three  days  after  the  fhip  alfo 
came. 

28.  The  corn  being  divided,  which  they  had  got, 
Matter  Wefton's  company  went  to  their  own  plantation  ; 
it  being  further  agreed,  that  they  fhould  return  with  all 
convenient  fpeed,  and  bring  their  carpenter,  that  they 
might  fetch  the  reft  of  the  corn,  and  fave  their  ihailop. 

29.  At  their  return,  Captain  Standifh,  being  recovered 
and  in  health,  took  another  Ihallop,  and  w$nt  with  them 
to  the  corn,  which  they  found  in  fafety  as  they  left  it. 
Alfo  they  mended  the  other  Ihallop,  and  got  all  their  corn 
aboard  the  fhip.  This  was  in  January,  as  I  take  it,  it  being 
very  cold  and  ftormy  ;  infomuch  as,  the  harbour  being 
none  of  the  beft,  they  were  conflrained  to  cut  both  the 
fhallops  from  the  {hip's  ftern  j   and  fo  loft  them  both  a 

fecond 
(13)  With  galled  feet. 
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fecond  time.     But  the  ftorm  being  over,  and  feeking  out, 
they  found  them  both,  not  having  received  any  great  hurt. 

30.  Whilft  they  v/ere  at  Naufet,  having  occafion  to  lie 
on  the  fhore,  laying  their  fhallop  in  a  creek  not  far  from 
them,  an  Indian  came  into  the  fame,  and  ftole  certain 
beads,  fciffors,  and  other  trifles  out  of  the  fame  ;  which, 
when  the  Captain  miffed,  he  took  certain  of  his  company 
with  him,  and  went  to  the  fachim,  telling  him  what  had 
happened,  and  requiring  the  fame  again,  or  the  party  that 
Hole  them,  who  was  known  to  certain  of  the  Indians  ;  or 
elfe  he  would  revenge  it  on  them  before  his  departure  ; 
and  fo  took  leave  for  that  night,  being  late,  refufing  what- 
soever kindnefs  they  offered.  On  the  morrow  the  fachim 
came  to  their  rendezvous,  accompanied  with  many  men, 
in  a  ftately  manner  ;  who  faluting  the  Captain  in  this 
wife  :  he  thruft  out  his  tongue,  that  one  might  fee  the 
root  thereof,  and  therewith  licked  his  hand  from  the  wrift 
to  the  finger's  end,  withal  bowing  the  knee,  ltriving  to. 
imitate  the  Englifli  gefture,  being  inftrudted  therein  for- 
merly by  Tifquantum.  His  men  did  the  like,  but  in  fo 
rude  and  favage  a  manner,  as  our  men  could  fcarce  for- 
bear to  break  out  in  open  laughter.  After  falutation3 
he  delivered  the  beads  and  other  things  to  the  Captain, 
faying  he  had  much  beaten  the  party  for  doing  it  ;  cauf* 
ing  the  women  to  make  bread,  and  bring  them,  according 
to  their  deiire  ;  feeming  to  be  very  forry  for  the  facl,  but 
glad  to  be  reconciled.  So  they  departed,  and  came  home 
in  fafety  ;  where  the  corn  was  equally  divided  as  before. 

31.  After  this  the  governour  went  to  two  other  inland 
towns,  with  another  company,  and  bought  corn  likewife 
of  them.  The  one  is  called  Namafket,  the  other  Mano- 
met(i4).  That  from  Namafket  was  brought  home  partly 
by  Indian  women  ;  but  a  great  ficknefs  arifing  amongft 
them,  our  own  men  were  enforced  to  fetch  home  the  reft. 
That  at  Manomet  the  governour  left  in  the  fachim's 
cuftody. 

32.  This  town  lieth  from  us  fouth,  well  near  twenty 
miles  -9    and  ftands  upon  a  frefh  river,  which   runneth 

intq 

(14)  The  part  of  Sandwich,  which  lies  on  Manomet  river. 
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into  the  bay  of  Nanohigganfet  (15)  ;  and  cannot  be  lefs 
than  fixty  miles  from  thence.  It  will  bear  a  boat  of  eight 
or  ten  ton  to  this  place.  Hither  the  Dutch  or  French ? 
or  both,  ufe  to  come.  It  is  from  hence  to  the  bay  of  Cape 
Cod  about  eight  miles  (16);  out  of  which  bay  it  floweth 
into  a  creek  ibme  fix  miles,  almoft  direct  towards  the 
town.  The  heads  of  the  river  and  this  creek  are  not  far 
diftant.  This  river  yieldeth  thus  high  oyfters,  mufcles, 
clams,  and  other  fhell  fifh  ;  one  in  fhape  like  a  bean,  anoth-  \ 
,er  like  a  clam  ;  both  good  meat,  and  great  abundance  at 
all  times  :  befides  it  aboundeth  with  divers  forts  of  frefh 
fifh  in  their  feafons. 

^  The  governour,  or  fachim,  of  this  place  was  called 
Canacum  ;  who  had  formerly,  as  well  as  many  others, 
yea  all  with  whom  as  yet  we  had  to  do,  acknowledged 
themfelves  the  fubjects  of  our  fovereign  lord,  the  king. 
This  fachim  ufed  the  governour  very  kindly  ;  and  it 
feemed  was  of  good  refpecl  and  authority  amongft  the 
Indians.  For  whilft  the  governour  was  there,  within 
night,  in  bitter  weather,  came  two  men  from  Manamoyck, 
before  fpoken  of ;  and  having  fet  afide  their  bows  and 
quivers,  according  to  their  manner,  fat  down  by  the  fire, 
and  took  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  not  ufing  any  words  in  that 
time,  nor  any  other  to  them,  but  all  remained  filent,  ex- 
pecting when  they  would  fpeak.  At  length  they  looked 
toward  Canacum  ;  and  one  of  them  made  a  fhort  fpeech, 
and  delivered  a  prefent  to  him  from  his  fachim,  which  was 
a  bafket  of  tobacco. and  many  beads,  which  the  other  re-? 
ceived  thankfully.  After  which  he  made  a  long  fpeech 
to  him  ;  the  contents  hereof  was  related  to  us  by  Hobba- 

mock, 

(15)  Manomet  cr  Buzzard's  bay,  which  Window  miftakes  for  Nar- 
raganfet  bay. 

(16)  "  This  creek  runs  out  eafterly  into  Cape  Cod  bay  at  ScufTet 
harbour  ;  and  this  river  runs  out  wefterly  into  MaUomet  bay.  The 
diftanee  over  land  from  bay  to  bay  is  but  fix  miles.  The  river  and 
creek  nearly  meet  in  a  low  ground  :  and  this  is  the  place,  through 
which  there  has  been  a  talk  of  making  a  canal,  this  forty  years  ;  which 
would  be  a  vaft  advantage  to  all  thefe  countries,  by  faving  the  long 
and  dangerous  navigation  round  the  Cape,  and  through  the  fhoals 
adjoining."  Prince.  106.  A»  D»  1736.  See  defcription  of  Sandwich* 
p.  122. 
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mock,  who  then  accompanied  the  governour  for  his  guide, 
to  be  as  followeth.  It  happened  that  two  oF  their  men 
fell  out,  as  they  were  in  game  (for  they  ufe  gaming  as 
much  as  any  where,  and  will  play  away  all,  even  their  lkin 
from  their  backs,  yea  their  wive's  fkins  alio,  though  it  may 
be  they  are  many  miles  diftant  From  them,  as  myfelf  have 
feen)  and  growing  to  great  heat,  the  one  killed  the  other. 
The  actor  of  this  Fact  was  a  Powah(i7),  one  of  fpecial 
note  amongft  them,  and  fuch  an  one  as  they  could  not 
well  mifs  ;  yet  another  people  greater  than  themfelves 
threatened  them  with  war,  if  they  would  not  put  him 
to  death.  The  party  offending  was  in  hold  ;  neither 
woujd  their  fachim  do  one  way  or  other  till  their  return, 
refting  upon  him  for  advice  and  furtherance  .in  fo  weighty 
a  matter.  After  this  there  was  filence  a  Ihort  time.  At 
length,  men  gave  their  judgment  what  they  thought  beft. 
Amongft  others,  he  afked  Hobbamock  what  he  thought. 
Who  anfwered,  He  was  but  a  ftranger  to  themi;  but 
thought  it  was  better  that  one  mould  die  than  many, 
iince  he  had  deferved  it,  and  the  reft  were  innocent, 
Whereupon  he  paffed  the  fentence  of  death  upon  him. 

34,  Not  long  after,  having  no  great  quantity  of  corn 
left,  Captain  Standiih  went  again  with  a  mallop  to  Matta^ 
chieft,  meeting  alfo  with  the  like  extremity  of  weather, 
both  of  wind,  fnow,  and  froft  ;  infomuch  as  they  were 
frozen  in  the  harbour,  the  firft  night  they  entered  the 
fame.  Here  they  pretended  their  wonted  love,  and  fpared 
them  a  good  quantity  of  corn  to  confirm  the  fame. 
Strangers  alfo  came  to  this  place,  pretending  only  to  fee 
him  and  his.  company,  whom  they  never  faw  before  that 
time,  but  intending  to  join  with  the  reft  to  kill  them,  as 
after  appeared.  But  being  forced  through  extremity  to 
lodge  in  their  ho  ores,  which  they  much  prelfed,  God 
poffelTed  the  heart  of  the  Captain  with  juft  jealoufy,  giv- 
ing ftrait  command,  that  as  one  part  of  his  company  flept, 
the  reft  mould  wake,  declaring  fome  things  to  them 
which  he  under  flood,  whereof  he  could  make  no  good 
conftru&ion. 

55.  Some 

(17)  See  Belkn.,Biog.  II.  452.  Williams'  Key.  chap.  XXI.  Gookiiu 
chap.  HI.  §.  13.    'Hutch.  I.  474. 
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35.  Some  of  the  Indians,  efpying  a  fit  opportunity, 
Hole  fome  beads  alfo  from  him  ;  which  he  no  fooner  per- 
ceived, having  not  above  fix  men  with  him,  drew  them 
all  from  the  boat,  and  fet  them  on  their  guard  about  the 
factum's  houfe,  where  the  moil  of  the  people  were  ; 
threatening  to  fall  upon  them  without  further  delay,  if 
they  would  not  forthwith  reftore  them  ;  fignifying  to  the 
fachim  efpecially,  and  fo  to  them  all,  that  as  he  would  not 
offer  the  leaft  injury,  fo  he  would  not  receive  any  at  their 
hands,  which  ihould  efcape  without  punifhment  or  due 
fatisfa&ion.  Hereupon  the  fachim  beftirred  him  to  find 
out  the  party  ;  which,  when  he  had  done,  caufed  him  to 
return  again  to  the  ihallop,  and  came  to  the  Captain, 
defiring  him  to  fearch,  wThether  they  were  not  about  the 
boat  -9  who,  fufpecling  their  knavery,  fent  one,  who  found 
them  lying  openly  upon  the  boat's  cuddy.  Yet  to  appeafe 
his  anger,  they  brought  corn  afrefh  to  trade  ;  infomuch 
as  he  laded  his  ihallop,  and  fo  departed.  This  accident 
fo  daunted  their  courage,  as  they  durft  not  attempt  any 
thing  againft  him.  So  that,  through  the  good  mercy  and 
providence  of  God,  they  returned  in  fafety.  At  this  place 
the  Indians  get  abundance  of  bafs  both  fummer  and  win- 
ter ;  for  it  being  now  February,  they  abounded  with  them. 

36.  In  the  beginning  of  March,  having  refrefhed  him- 
felf,  he  took  a  fliallop,  and  went  to  Manomet,  to  fetch 
home  that  which  the  governour  had  formerly  bought, 
hoping  to  get  more  from  them  ;  but  was  deceived  in  his 
expectation,  not  finding  that  entertainment  he  found  elfe- 
where,  and  the  governour  had  there  received,  The  rea- 
fon  whereof,  and  of  the  treachery  intended  in  the  place 
before  fpoken  of,  was  not  then  known  unto  us,  but 
afterwards  :  wherein  may  be  obferved  the  abundant 
mercies  of  God,  working  with  his  providence  for  our 
good.  Captain  Standifii  being  now  far  from  the  boat, 
and  not  above  two  or  three  of  our  men  with  him,  and 
as  many  with  the  ihallop,  was  not  long  at  Canacum,  the 
factum's  houfe,  but  in  came  two  of  the  Maffachufet  men. 
The  chief  of  them  was  called  Wituwamat,  a  notable  in- 
fulting  villain,  one  who  had  formerly  imbrued  his  hands 
in  the  blood  of  Engliih  and  French,  and  had  oft  boailed 
of  his  own  valour,  and  derided  their  weaknefs,  efpecially 

becaufe, 
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becaufe,  as  he  faid,  they  died  crying,  making  four  faces, 
more  like  children  than  men. 

3J .  This  villain  took  a  dagger  from  about  his  neck, 
which  he  had  gotten  of  Mafter  Wefton's  people,  and  pre- 
fented  it  to  the  fachim  ;  and  after  made  a  long  fpeech 
in  an  audacious  manner,  framing  it  in  fuch  fort,  as  the 
Captain,  though  he  be  the  beft  linguift  amongft  us,  could 
not  gather  any  thing  from  it.  The  end  of  it  was  after- 
ward difcovered  to  be  as  followeth.  The  Maffachufeuks 
formerly  concluded  to  ruinate  Mafter  Wefton's  colony  5 
and  thought  themfelves,  being  about  thirty  or  forty  men 
ftrong,  enough  to  execute  the  fame.  Yet  they  durft  not 
attempt  it,  till  fuch  time  as  they  had  gathered  more 
ftrength  to  themfelves,  to  make  their  party  good  againfl 
us  at  Plymouth  ;  concluding,  that  if  we  remained,  though 
they  had  no  other  arguments  to  ufe  againft  us,  yet  we 
would  never  leave  the  death  of  our  countrymen  unreveng- 
ed  \  and  therefore  their  fafety  could  not  be  without  the 
overthrow  of  both  plantations.  To  this  end  they  had 
formerly  folicited  this  fachim,  as  alfo  the  other  called 
Ianough(i8)  at  Mattachieft,  and  many  others,  to  affift 
them  ;  and  now  again  came  to  profecute  the  fame  ;  and 
lince  there  was  fo  fair  an  opportunity  offered  by  the  Cap- 
tain's prefence,  they  thought  befl  to  make  fure  of  him  and 
his  company. 

38.  After  this  meffage  was  delivered,  his  entertainment 
much  exceeded  the  Captain's  ;  infomuch  as  he  fcorned  at 
their  behaviour,  and  told  them  of  it.  After  which  they 
would  have  perfuaded  him,  becaufe  the  weather  was 
cold,  to  have  fent  the  boat  for  the  reft  of  his  company  ;  but 
he  wcmld  not,  defiring,  according  to  promife,  that  the 
corn  might  be  carried  down,  and  he  would  content  the 
women  (19)  for  their  labour  ;  which  they  did.  At  the 
fame  time  there  was  a  lufty  Indian  of  Paomet(2o),  or  Cape 
Cod,  then  prefent,  who  had  ever  demeaned  himfelf  well 
towards  us,  being  in  his  general  carriage  very  affable, 
courteous,   and   loving,   efpecialiy   towards   the  Captain. 

This 

(18)  Or  Iyanough. 

(19)  See  Belkn.  Biog.  II.  457.     Williams'  Key.  chap.  XVI.     Gook- 
in.  chap.  III.  §.  3. 

(io)  Or  Pamet,  now  called  Truro. 
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This  favage  was  now  entered  into  confederacy  with  the 
reft  ;  yet,  to  avoid  fufpicion,  made  many  figns  of  his 
continued  affections,  and  would  needs  beftow  a  kettle  of 
fome  fix  or  feven  gallons  on  him,  and  would  not  accept 
of  any  thing  in  lieu  thereof,  faying  he  was  rich,  and  could 
afford  to  beftow  fuch  favours  on  his  friends  whom  he 
loved.  Aifo  he  would  freely  help  to  carry  fome  of  the 
corn,  affirming  he  had  never  done  the  like  in  his  life 
before  ;  and  the  wind  being  bad,  would  needs  lodge  with 
him  at  their  rendezvous,  having  indeed  undertaken  to 
kill  him  before  they  parted  ;  which  done,  they  intended 
to  fall  upon  the  reft. 

39.  The  night  proved  exceeding  cold  ;  infomuch  as 
the  Captain  could  not  take  any  reft,  but  either  walked, 
or  turned  himfelf  to  and  fro  at  the  fire.  This  the  other 
obferved,  and  afked  wherefore  he  did  not  fleep  as  at  other 
times  ;  who  anfwered,  He  knew  not  well,  but  had  no 
defire  at  all  to  reft.     So  that  he  then  miffed  his  opportunity. 

40.  The  wind  ferving  on  the  next  day,  they  returned 
home,  accompanied  with  the  other  Indian  ;  who  ufed 
many  arguments  to  perfuade  them  to  go  to  Paomet,  where 
himfelf  had  much  corn,  and  many  other,  the  moft  whereof 
he  would  procure  for  us,  feeming  to  forrow  for  our  wants. 
Once  the  Captain  put  forth  with  him,  and  was  forced 
back  by  contrary  wind  ;  which  wind  ferved  for  the  Maffa- 
chufet,  was  fitted  to  go  thither.  But  on  a  fudden  it 
altered  again. 

41.  During  the  time  that  the  Captain  was  at  Manomet, 
news  came  to  Plymouth,  that  MafTafTowat  was  like  to  die, 
and  that  at  the  fame  time  there  was  a  Dutch  fhip  driven 
fo  high  on  the  fhore  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  right  before  his 
dwelling,  that  till  the  tides  increafed,  fhe  could  not  be  got 
off.  Now  it  being  a  commendable  manner  of  the  Indians, 
when  any,  efpecially  of  note,  are  dangeroufly  fick,  for  all 
that  profefs  friendfhip  to  them,  to  vifit  them  in  their  ex- 
tremity, either  in  their  perfons,  or  elfe  to  fend  fome  accept- 
able perfons  to  them  :  therefore  it  was  thought  meet, 
being  a  good  and  warrantable  action,  that  as  we  had  ever 
profefted  friendfhip,  fo  we  fhould  now  maintain  the  fame, 
by  obferving  this  their  laudable  cuftom  :    and  the  rather, 

-  becaufe  we  defired  to  have  fome   conference  with  the 
K  k        iVoh  viii.]  Dutcii, 
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Dutch,  not  knowing  when  we  fliould  have  fo  fit  an  oppor- 
tunity. To  that  end  myfelf,  having  formerly  been  there, 
and  underftanding  in  fome  meafure  the  Dutch  tongue, 
the  governour  laid  this  fervice  upon  myfelf,  and  fitted  me 
with  fome  cordials  to  adminifter  to  him  ;  having  one 
Mailer  John  Harnden  (21),  a  gentleman  of  London,  who 
then  wintered  with  us,  and  defired  much  to  fee  the  coun- 
try, for  my  confort,  and  Hobbamock  for  our  guide.  So 
we  fet  forward,  and  lodged  the  firft  night  at  Namafket, 
where  we  had  friendly  entertainment. 

42.  The  next  day,  about  one  of  the  clock,  we  came 
to  a  ferry (2 2)  in  Conbatant's  country,  whereupon  dif- 
charge  of  my  piece,  divers  Indians  came  to  us,  from  a 
houfe  not  far  off.  There  they  told  us,  that  Maffaffowat 
was  dead,  and  that  day  buried  ;  and  that  the  Dutch 
would  be  gone  before  we  could  get  thither,  having  hove 
off  their  fhip  already,  This  news  ftruck  us  blank  \  but 
efpecially  Hobbamock,  who  delired  we  might  return  with 
ail  fpeed.  I  told  him  I  would  firft  think  of  it,  considering 
now,  that  he  being  dead,  Conbatant  was  the  moft  like 
to  fucceed  him,  and  that  we  were  not  above  three  miles 
from  Mattapuyft  (23),  his  dwelling  place.  Although  he 
were  but  a  hollow-hearted  friend  towards  us,  I  thought 
no  time  fo  fit  as  this  to  enter  into  more  friendly  terms 
with  him,  and  the  reft  of  the  fachims  thereabout  ;  hoping, 
through  the  bleihng  of  God,  it  would  be  a  means,  in  that 
unfettled  ftate,  to  fettle  their  affections  towards  us  ;  and 
though  it  were  fomewhat  dangerous,  in  refpect  of  our 
perfonal  fafety,  becaufe  myfelf  and  Hobbamock  had  been 
employed  upon  a  fervice  againft  him(24),  which  he  might 
now  fitly  revenge  ;  yet  efteeming  it  the  beft  means, 
leaving  the  event  to  God  in  his  mercy,  I  refolved  to  put 
it  in  practice,   if  Mafter  Hamden  and  Hobbamock  durft 

attempt 

(21)  Dr.  Belknap  fuppofes  this  to  be  the  fame  perfon,.  who  diftln- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  oppofition  to  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  demands 
of  king  Charles  I.     Biog.  II.  229. 

(22)  Probably  the  fame  which  is  now  called  Slade's  Ferry  in 
Swanzey.     Belkn.  Biog.  II.  292. 

(23)  A  neck  of  land,  in  the  townfhip  of  Swanzey,  commonly  pro- 
nounced Mattapoifet.     Belkn.  ibid. 

(24)  See  Prince,  no. 
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attempt  it  with  me  ;  whom  I  found  willing  to  that  or 
any  other  courfe  might  tend  to  the  general  good.  So  we 
went  towards  Mattapuyft. 

43.  In  the  way,  Hobbamock,  manifefting  a  troubled 
fpirit,  brake  forth  into  thefe  fpeeches.  Neen  womafu  Sa- 
gimus,  neen  womafu  Sagimus,  &c.  My  loving  fachim,  my 
loving  fachim  !  Many  have  I  known,  but  never  any 
like  thee.  And  turning  to  me,  he  faid  :  Whilft  I  liv- 
ed, I  mould  never  fee  his  like  amongfl  the  Indians  ; 
faying,  he  was  no  liar  ;  he  was  not  bloody  and  cruel,  like 
other  Indians.  In  anger  and  paffion  he  was  foon  reclaim- 
ed ;  eafy  to  be  reconciled  towards  fuch  as  had  offended 
him  ;  ruled  by  reafon  in  fuch  meafure  as  he  would  not 
fcorn  the  advice  of  mean  men  5  and  that  he  governed  his 
men  better  with  few  ftrokes,  than  others  did  with  many; 
truly  loving  where  he  loved  ;  yea,  he  feared  we  had  not 
a  faithful  friend  left  among  the  Indians  ;  fhowing  how  he 
oft-times  reftrained  their  malice,  &c.  continuing  a  long 
fpeech,  with  fuch  figns  of  lamentation  and  unfeigned  for- 
row,  as  it  would  have  made  the  hardeft  heart  relent. 

44.  At  length  we  came  to  Mattapuyft,  and  went  to  the 
fachimo  comaco^  for  fo  they  called  the  fachim's  place,  though 

they  call  an  ordinary  houfe  witeo  ;  but  Conbatant,  the 
1  fachim,  was  not  at  home,  but  at  Puckanokick,  which  was 
fome  five  or  fix  miles  off.  The  fqua-fachim,  for  fo  they 
call  fachim's  wife,  gave  us  friendly  entertainment.  Here 
we  inquired  again  concerning  Manaffowat :  they  thought 
him  dead,  but  knew  no  certainty.  Whereupon  I  hired 
one  to  go  with  all  expedition  to  Puckanokick,  that  we 
might  know  the  certainty  thereof,  and  withal  to  acquaint 
Conbatant  with  our  there  being.  About  half  an  hour 
before  fun-fetting  the  meifenger  returned,  and  told  us 
that  he  was  not  yet  dead,  though  there  was  no  hope  we 
mould  find  him  living.  Upon  this  we  were  much  revived, 
and  fet  forward  with  all  fpeed,  though  it  was  late  within 
night  ere  we  got  thither.  About  two  of  the  clock,  that 
afternoon,  the  Dutchman  departed  5  fo  that  in  that  refpect 
our  journey  was  fruftrate. 

45.  When  we  came  thither,  we  found  the  houfe  fo 
full  of  men,  as  we  could  fcarce  get  in,  though  they  ufed 
their  beft  diligence  to  make  way  for  us.   There  were  they  in 

the 
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the  midft  of  their  charms  for  him,  making  fuch  a  hellifti 
noife,  as  it  diftempered  us  that  were  well,  and  therefore 
unlike  to  eafe  him  that  was  fick.  About  him  were  fix  or 
eight  women,  who  chafed  his  arms,  legs,  and  thighs,  to 
keep  heat  in  him.  When  they  had  made  an  end  of  their 
charming,  one  told  him  that  his  friends,  the  Englifh, 
were  come  to  fee  him.  Having  understanding  left,  but 
his  fight  was  wholly  gone,  he  afked,  who  was  come  ? 
They  told  him  Winfnow,  for  they  cannot  pronounce  the 
letter  /,  but  ordinarily  n  in  the  place  thereof.  He  defired 
to  fpeak  with  me.  When  I  came  to  him,  and  they  told 
him  of  it,  he  put  forth  his  hand  to  me,  which  I  took-. 
Then  he  faid  twice,  though  very  inwardly,  Keen  Winfnow.  ? 
which  is  to  fay,  Art  thou  Winflow  ?  I  anfwered,  Ahhe> 
that  is,  Yes.  Then  he  doubled  thefe  words  :  Maita  neen 
ivonckanet  ?iamen>  Winfnow  !  that  is  to  fay,  O  Winflow,  I 
fhall  never  fee  thee  again. 

46.  Then  I  called  Hobbamock,  and  defired  him  to 
tell  MafTaiTowat,  that  the  governour,  hearing  of  his  fick- 
nefs,  was  forry  for  the  fame  ;  and  though,  by  reafon  of 
many  bufineffes,  he  could  not  come  himfelf,  yet  he  fent 
me  with  fuch  things  for  him,  as  he  thought  moft  likely 
to  do  him  good  in  this  extremity  ;  and  whereof  if  he 
pleafed  to  take,  I  would  prefently  give  him  ;  which  he 
defired  ;  and  having  a  confection  of  many  comfortable 
conferves,  on  the  point  of  my  knife,  I  gave  him  fome, 
which  I  could  fcarce  get  thorough  his  teeth.  When  it 
was  diffolved  in  his  mouth,  he  fwallowed  the  juice  of  it  ; 
whereat  thofe  that  were  about  him  much  rejoiced,  faying, 
he  had  not  fwallowed  any  thing  in  two  days  before. 
Then  I  defired  to  fee  his  mouth,  which  was  exceedingly 
furred,  and  his  tongue  fwelled  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  it  was 
not  poffible  for  him  to  eat  fuch  meat  as  they  had,  his 
paffage  being  flopped  up.  Then  I  warned  his  mouth,  and 
fcraped  his  tongue,  and  got  abundance  of  corruption  out 
of  the  fame.  After  which  I  gave  him  more  of  the  con- 
fection, which  he  fwallowed  with  more  readinefs.  Then 
he  defired  to  drink.  I  diffolved  fome  of  it  in  water,  and 
gave  him  thereof.  Within  half  an  hour  this  wrought  a 
great  alteration  in  him,  in  the  eyes  of  all  that  beheld  him. 
Prefently  after  his  fight  began  to  come  to  him.     In  the 

mean 
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mean  time  I  inquired  how  he  flept,  and  when  he  went  to 
ftool  ?  They  faid,  he  flept  not  in  two  days  before,  and 
had  not  had  a  ftool  in  five.  Then  I  crave  him  more,  and 
told  him  of  a  mifhap  we  had,  in  breaking  a  bottle  of 
drink,  which  the  governour  alfo  fent  him,  faying  if  he 
itj,  would  fend  any  of  his  men  to  Patuxet,  I  would  fend  for 
more  of  the  fame  ;  alfo  for  chickens  to  make  him  broth, 
and  for  other  things,  which  I  knew  were  good  for  him  ; 
and  wouki  ftay  the  return  of  his  mcffenger,  if  he  deiired. 
This  he  took  marvellous  kindly,  and  appointed  fome, 
who  were  ready  to  go  by  two  of  the  clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  againft  which  time  I  made  ready  a  letter,  declaring 
therein  our  good  fuccefs,  the  Hate  of  his  body,  &c.  deiiring 
to  fend  fuch  things  as  I  fent  for,  and  fuch  phyfick  as  the 
furgeon  durft  adminifter  to  him. 

47.  He  requefted  me,  that  the  day  following,  I  would 
take  my  piece,  and  kill  him  fome  fowl,  and  make  him 
fome  Englifh  pottage,  fuch  as  he  had  eaten  at  Plymouth  ; 
which  I  promifed.  After,  his  ftomach  coming  to  him, 
I  muft  needs  make  him  fome  without  fowl,  before  I  went 
abroad,  which  fomewhat  troubled  me  ;  but  being  I  muft 
do  fomewhat,  I  caufed  a  woman  to  bruife  fome  corn,  and 
take  the  flour  from  it,  and  fet  over  the  grit,  or  broken 
corn,  in  a  pipkin,  for  they  have  earthen  pots  of  all  .iizes. 
When  the  day  broke,  we  went  out,  it  being  now  March, 
to  feek  herbs,  but  could  not  find  any  but  ftrawberry 
leaves,  of  which  I  gathered  a  handful,  and  put  into  the 
fame  ;  and  becaufe  I  had  nothing  to  relifh  it,  I  went 
forth  again,  and  pulled  up  a  faflafras  root,  and  fliced  a 
piece  thereof,  and  boiled  it,  till  it  had  a  good  relifh,  and 
then  took  it  out  again.  The  broth  being  boiled,  I  ftrained 
it  thorough  my  handkerchief,  and  gave  him  at  leaf!:  a 
pint,  which  he  drank,  and  liked  it  very  well.  After  this 
his  fight  mended  more  and  more  ;  alfo  he  had  three  modr 
erate  ftools,  and  took  fome  reft  :  infomuch  as  we  with 
admiration  bleffed  God  for  giving  his  bleffing  to  fuch  raw 
and  ignorant  means,  making  no  doubt  of  his  recovery, 
himfelf  and  all  of  them  acknowledging  us  the  inftruments 
of  his  prefervation.  That  morning  he  caufed  me  to 
fpend  in  going  from  one  to  another  ;  amongft  thofe  that 
were  fick  in  the  town,  requefting  me  to  wafli  their  mouths 
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alfo,  and  give  to  each  of  them  fome  of  the  fame  I  gave 
him,  faying  they  were  good  folk.  This  pains  I  took 
with  willingnefs,  though  it  were  much  ofFenfive  to  me, 
not  being  accuftomed  with  fuch  poifonous  favours. 

48.  The  meftengers  were  now  returned  ;  but  finding 
his  ftomach  come  to  him,  he  would  not  have  the  chickens 
killed,  but  kept  them  for  breed.  Neither  durft  we  give 
him  any  phyfick,  which  was  then  fent,  becaufe  his  body 
was  fo  much  altered  fmce  our  inilruclions  ;  neither  faw 
we  any  need,  not  doubting  now  of  his  recovery,  if  he 
were  careful.  Many,  whilft  we  were  there,  came  to  fee 
him  ;  fome,  by  their  report,  from  a  place,  not  lefs  than 
an  hundred  miles.  Upon  this  his  recovery,  he  brake  forth 
into  thefe  fpeeches  :  Now  I  fee  the.Englifh.  are  my  friends 
and  love  me  ;  and  whilft  I  live,  I  will  never  forget  this 
kindnefs  they  have  fhowed  me.  Whilft  we  were  there, 
our  entertainment  exceeded  all  other  ftrangers. 

49.  At  our  coming  away,  he  called  Hobbamock  to 
him,  and  privately  (none  hearing,  fave  two  or  three  other 
of  his  paniefes,  who  are  of  his  council)  revealed  the  plot 
of  the  Mallachufeuks,  before  fpoken  of,  againft  Mafter 
Wefton's  colony,  and  fo  againft  us  ;  faying  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Naufet,  Paomet,  Succonet  (25),  Mattachieft,  Man- 
omet,  Agowaywam  (26),  and  the  ifie  of  Capawack  (27),' 
were  joined  with  them  ;  himfelf  alfo  in  his  ficknefs  was 
earneftly  folicited,  but  he  would  neither  join  therein,  nor 
give  way  to  any  of  his.  Therefore  as  we  refpe&ed  the 
lives  of  our  countrymen  and  our  own  fafety,  he  advifed 
us  to  kill  the  men  of  Maffachufet,  who  were  the  authors 
of  this  intended  mifchief.  And  whereas  we  were  wont 
to  fay,  we  would  not  ftrike  a  ftroke  till  they  firft  began  ; 
If,  faid  he,  upon  this  intelligence,  they  make  that  anfwer, 
tell  them,  when  their  countrymen  at  Wichagufcuflet  are 
killed,  they  not  being  able  to  defend  themfelves,  that  then 
it  will  be  too  late  to  recover  their  lives  ;  nay,  thorough 
the  multitude  of  adverfaries,  they  fhall  with  great  diffi- 
culty preferve  their  own  ;    and  therefore  he  counfelled, 

without 

(25)  Probably  Sokones,  or  Succonuffet,  now  called  Falmouth. 

(26)  Or  Agawam,  part  of  Wareham. 

(27)  Martha's  Vineyard. 
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without  delay  to  take  away  the  principals,  and  then  the 
plot  would  ceafe.  With  this  he  charged  him  thoroughly 
to  acquaint  me  by  the  way,  that  I  might  inform  the  gov- 
ernour  thereof,  at  my  firft  coming  home.  Being  fitted 
for  our  return,  we  took  our  leave  of  him  5  who  returned 
many  thanks  to  our  governour,  and  alfo  to  ourfelves  for 
our  labour  and  love  :  the  like  did  all  that  were  about  him. 
So  we  departed. 

50.  That  night,  thorough  the  earneft  requeft  of  Con* 
batant,  who  till  now  remained  at  Sawaams,  or  Puckano- 
kick,  we  lodged  with  him  at  Mattapuyft.  By  the  way  I 
had  much  conference  with  him,  fo  like  wife  at  his  houfe, 
he  being  a  notable  politician,  yet  full  of  merry  jells  and 
fquibs,  and  never  better  pleafed,  than  when  the  like  are 
returned  again  upon  him*  Amongft  other  things  he 
afked  me,  If  in  cafe  he  were  thus  dangeronfly  fick,  as 
MafTafTowat  had  been,  and  mould  fend  word  thereof  to 
Patuxet  for  majkiet^  that  is,  phyiick,  whether  then  Mafter 
Governour  would  fend  it  ?  and  if  he  would,  whether  I 
would  come  therewith  to  him  ?  To  both  which  I  anfwer- 
ed,  Yea ;  whereat  he  gave  me  many  joyful  thanks.  After 
that,  being  at  his  houfe,  he  demanded  further,  How  we 
durft,  being  but  two,  come  fo  far  into  the  country  ?  I 
anfwered,  Where  was  true  love,  there  was  no  fear  ;  and 
my  heart  was  fo  upright  towards  them,  that  for  my  own 
part  I  was  fearlefs  to  come  amongft  them.  But,  faid  he, 
If  your  love  be  fuch,  and  it  bring  forth  fuch  fruits,  how 
cometh  it  to  pafs,  that  when  we  come  to  Patuxet,  you 
ftand  upon  your  guard,  with  the  mouths  of  your  pieces 
prefented  towards  us  ?  Whereupon  I  anfwered,  It  was 
the  moft  honourable  and  refpec"tive  entertainment  we  could 
give  them  ;  it  being  an  order  amongft  us  fo  to  receive 
our  beft  refpected  friends  ;  and  as  it  was  ufed  on  the  land, 
fo  the  fhips  obferved  it  alfo.  at  fea,  which  Hobbamock 
knew  and  had  feen  it  obferved.  But  making  the  head, 
he  anfwered,  that  he  liked  not  fuch  falutations. 

51.  Further,  obferving  us  to  crave  a  bleffing  on  our 
meat  before  we  did  eat,  and  after  to  give  thanks  for  the 
fame,  he  afked  us,  what  was  the  meaning  of  that  ordinary 
cuftom  ?  Hereupon  I  took  occafion  to  tell  them  of  God's 
works  of  creation  and  prefervation,  of  the  laws  and  or- 
dinances, 
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dinances,  efpeciaily  of  the  ten  commandments  ;  all  which 
they  hearkened  unto  with  great  attention,  and  liked  well 
of  ;  only  the  feventh  commandment  they  excepted  againft* 
thinking  there  were  many  inconveniences  in  it,  that  a 
man  fhould  be  tied  to  one  woman  ;  about  which  we  rea* 
foned  a  good  time.  Alfo  I  told  them,  that  whatfoever 
good  things  we  had,  we  received  from  God,  as  the  author 
and  giver  thereof  ;  and  therefore  craved  his  blefling  upon 
that  we  had,  and  were  about  to  eat,  that  it  might  nouriih 
and  ftrengthen  our  bodies  ;  and  having  eaten  fufficiently, 
being  fatisfied  therewith,  we  again  returned  thanks  to  the 
fame  our  God,  for  that  our  refrefhing,  &c.  This  all  of 
them  concluded  to  be  very  well  ;  and  laid,  they  believed 
almoft  all  the  fame  things,  and  that  the  fame  power  that 
we  called  God,  they  called  Kichtan  (28).  Much  profitable 
conference  was  occafioned  hereby?  which  would  be  too 
tedious  to  relate,  yet  was  no  lefs  delightful  to  them,  than 
comfortable  to  us.  Here  we  remained  only  that  night, 
but  never  had  better  entertainment  amongft  any  of  them* 

52.  The  day  following,  in  our  journey,  Hobbamock 
told  me  of  the  private  conference  he  had  with  MaiTafTowat, 
and  how  he  charged  him  perfectly  to  acquaint  me  there- 
with, as  I  mowed  before  ;    which  being  done,  he  ufed 
many  arguments  himfelf  to  move  us  thereunto.     That 
night  we  lodged  at  Namalket  ;    and  the  day  following, 
about  the  mid-way  between  it  and  home,  we   met   two 
Indians,  who  told  us,  that  Captain  Standifh  was  that  day 
gone  to   the   Maffachufets.      But    contrary  winds   again 
drove  him  back  ;   fo  that  we  found  him  at  home  ;    where  j 
the  Indian  of  Paomet  ftill  was,  being  very  importunate 
that  the  Captain  mould  take  the   firft  opportunity  of  a  ,  j 
fair  wind  to  go  with  him.     But  their  fecret  and  villanous  1 
purpofes  being,  thorough  God's  mercy,  now  made  known, , 
the  governour  caufed  Captain  Standifh  to  fend  him  away, 
without  any  diftafte   or  manifeftation  of  anger,  that  we 
might  the  better  effeft  and  bring  to  pafs  that  which  fliould 
be  thought  rnoft  neceflary. 

53.  Before  this  journey  we  heard  many  complaints,! 
both  by  the  Indians,  and  fome  others  of  beft  defert  amongft 
Matter  Wefton's  colony,  how  exceedingly  their  company 

abafed 


(28)  See  Belkn.  Biog,  II.  451. 
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abafed  themfelves  by  undirect  means,  to  get  victuals  from 
the  Indians,  who  dwelt  not  far  from  them,  fetching  them 
wood  and  water,  &c.  and  all  for  a  meal's  meat  ;  whereas, 
in  the  mean  time,  they  might  with  diligence  have  gotten 
enough  to  have  ferved  them  three  or  four  times.  Other 
by  night  brake  the  earth,  and  robbed  the  Indians'  ftore  ; 
for  which  they  had  been  publickly  ftocked  and  whipped, 
and  yet  was  there  fmall  amendment.  This  was  about  the 
end  of  February  5  at  which  time  they  had  fpent  all  their 
bread  and  corn,  not  leaving  any  for  feed,  neither  would  the 
Indians  lend  or  fell  them  any  more  upon  any  terms.  Here- 
upon they  had  thought  to  take  it  by  violence  ;  and  to  that 
fpiked  up  every  entrance  into  their  town,  being  well  impal- 
ed, fave  one,  with  a  full  refolution  to  proceed.  But  fome 
more  honeftly  minded  advifed  John  Sanders,  their  overfeer, 
firft  to  write  to  Plymouth  ;  and  if  the  governour  advifed 
him  thereunto,  he  might  the  better  do  it.  They  fent  ~9 
and  our  governour  writ  divers  reafons  of  diflike.  With 
thefe  letters  we  difpatched  the  meffenger  :  upon  the  re- 
ceipt whereof  they  altered  their  determination,  refolving 
to  fhift  as  they  could,  till  the  return  of  John  Sanders 
from  Munhiggen  ;  who  firft  coming  to  Plymouth,  not- 
withftanding  our  own  neceffities,  the  governour  fpared 
him  fome  corn,  to  carry  them  to  Munhiggen.  But  not 
having  fufficient  for  the  fhip's  ftore,  he  took  a  Ihallop, 
and  leaving  others  with  inftructions  to  overfee  things  till 
his  return,  fet  forward  about  the  end  of  February  :  fb 
that  he  knew  not  of  this  confpiracy  of  the  Indians  before 
his  going  ;  neither  was  it  known  to  any  of  us  till  our 
return  from  Sawaams,  or  Puckanokick  :  at  which  time 
alfo  another  fachim,  called  Waifapinewat,  brother  to  Ob- 
takieft,  the  fachim  of  the  Malfachufets,  who  had  formerly 
fmarted  for  partaking  with  Conbatant,  and  fearing  the 
like  again,  to  purge  himfelf,  revealed  the  fame  thing. 

54.  The  three  and  twentieth  of  March  being  now 
come,  which  is  a  yearly  court  day,  the  governour,  having 
a  publick  teftimony,  and  many  circumftances  agreeing 
with  the  truth  thereof,  not  being  to  undertake  war  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  body  of  the  company,  made  known 
the  fame  in  publick  court.  We  came  to  this  concluiion, 
that  Captain  St  an  dim  fhould  take  fo  many  men,  as  he 
L 1         {Vol  viii.]  thought 
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thought  fuftlcient  to  make  his  party  good  againft  all  the 
Indians  in  the  Maffachufet  bay  ;  and  becaufe,  as  all  men 
know  that  have  to  do  with  them  in  that  kind,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  deal  with  them  upon  open  defiance,  but  to 
take  them  in  fuch  traps  as  they  lay  for  others  5  therefore 
he  mould  pretend  trade  as  at  other  times  :  but  firil  go 
to  the  Engiifh,  and  acquaint  them  with  the  plot,  and  the 
end  of  his  own  coming,  that  comparing  it  with  their 
carriages  towards  them,  he  might  better  judge  of  the 
certainty  of  it,  and  more  fitly  take  opportunity  to  revenge 
the  fame  :  but  mould  forbear,  if  it  were  pofiible,  till  fuch 
time  as  he  could  make  fure  Wituwamat,  that  bloody  and 
bold  villain  before  fpoken  of  ;  whofe  head  he  had  order 
to  bring  with  him,  that  he  might  be  a  warning  and 
terrour  to  all  that  difpofition. 

$$.  Upon  this  Captain  Standifh  made  choice  of  eight 
men,  and  would  not  take  more,  becaufe  he  would  prevent 
jealoufy,  knowing  their  guilty  confciences  would  foon  be 
provoked  thereunto.  But  on  the  next  day,  before  he 
could  go,  came  one  of  Mafter  Wefton's  company  by  land 
unto  us,  with  his  pack  at  his  back,  who  made  a  pitiful 
narration  of  their  lamentable  and  weak  eftate,  and  of  the 
Indians'  carriages,  whofe  boldnefs  increafed  abundantly  ; 
Infomuch  as  the  victuals  they  got,  they  would  take  it 
out  of  their  pots,  and  eat  before  their  faces  ;  yea,  if  in 
any  thing  they  gainfaid  them,  they  were  ready  to  hold 
a  knife  at  their  breafts  :  that  to  give  them  content,  fince 
John  Sanders  went  to  Munhiggen,  they  had  hanged  (29) 
one  of  them  that  ftole  their  corn,  and  yet  they  regarded 
it  not  :  that  another  of  their  company  was  turned  favage  : 
that  their  people  had  moft  forfaken  the  town,  and  made 
their  rendezvous  where  they  got  their  victuals,  becaufe 
they  would  not  take  pains  to  bring  it  home  :  that  they 
had  fold  their  clothes  for  corn,  and  were  ready  to  ftarve 
both  with  cold  and  hunger  alfo,  becaufe  they  could  not 
endure  to  get  victuals  by  reafon  of  their  nakednefs  :  and 
that  they  were  difperfed  into  three  companies,  fcarce 
having  any  powder  and  mot  left.  As  this  relation  was 
grievous  to  us,  fo  it  gave  us  good  encouragement  to  pro- 
ceed 

(29)  See  Butler's  Hudibras.  partii.  canto  ii.  line  403,  &c.  and  Belkn. 
Biog.  II.  318. 
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ceed  in  our  intendments,  for  which  Captain  Standifh  was 
now  fitted  ;  and  the  wind  coming  fair,  the  next  day  fet 
forth  for  the  Maflachufets. 

56.  The  Indians  at  the  Maflachufets  milled  this  man  ; 
and  fufpecling  his  coming  to  us,  as  we  conceive,  fent  one 
after  him,  and  gave  out  that  he  would  never  .come  to 
Patuxet,  but  that  fome  wolves  or  bears  would  eat  him  : 
but  we  know,  not  (30)  by  our  own  experience,  and  the 
reports  of  others,  that  though  they  find  a  man  fleeping, 
yet  fo  foon  as  there  is  life  discerned,  they  fear  and  fhun 
him.  This  Indian  miffed  him  but  very  little  ;  and  miffing 
him,  palled  by  the  town  arid  went  to  Manomet  :  whom 
'we  hoped  to  take  at  his  return,  as  afterward  we  did. 
Now  was  our  fort  made  fit  for  fervice,  and  fome  ordnance 
mounted  ;  and  though  it  may  feem  long  work,  it  being 
ten  months  fince  it  begun  ;  yet  we  muft  note,*that  where 
fo  great  a  work  is  begun  with  fuch  fmall  means,  a  little 
time  cannot  bring  it  to  perfection.  Befide,  thofe  works 
which  tend  to  the  prefervation  of  man,  the  enemy  of  man*, 
kind  will  hinder  what  in  him  lieth,  fometimes  blinding 
the  judgment,  and  cauiing  reafonable  men  to  reafon  againft 
their  own  fafetye  The  Indian  laft  mentioned,  in  his  re- 
turn from  Manomet,  came  through  the  town,  pretending 
ftill  friendfhip  and  in  love  to  fee  us  ;  but  as  formerly 
others,  fo  his  end  was  to  fee,  whether  we  continued  ftill 
in  health  and  ftrength,  or  fell  into  weaknefs,  like  their 
neighbours  ;  which  they  hoped  and  looked  for,  (though 
God  in  his  mercy  provided  better  for  us)  and  he  knew 
would  be  glad  tidings  to  his  countrymen.  But  here  the 
governour  flayed  him  ;  and  fending  for  him  to  the  fort, 
there  gave  the  guard  charge  of  him  as  their  prifoner  ; 
where  he  told  him  he  muft  be  contented  to  remain,  till 
the  return  of  Captain  Standifh  from  the  Maflachufets. 
So  he  was  locked  in  a  chain'  to  a  ftaple  in  the  court  of 
guard,  and  there  kept.  Thus  was  our  fort  hanfelled,  this 
being  the  firft  day,  as  I  take  it,  that  ever  any  watch  was 
there  kept. 

$j  The  Captain  being  now  come  to  the  Maflachufets, 
went  firft  to  the  fhip  ;  but  found  neither  man,  or  fo  much 
as  a  dog  therein.  Upon  the  difcharge  of  a  muiket,  the 
/        mafter 

(30)  The  word  not  is  probably  an  errour  of  the  prefs. 
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mafter  and  fome  others  of  the  plantation  fhowed  them- 
felves,  who  were  on  the  more  gathering  ground  nuts,  and 
getting  other  food.  After  falutation,  Captain  Stan  dim 
aiked  them,  how  they  durft  fo  leave  the  fhip,  and  live  in 
fuch  fecurity  ?  who  anfwered  likemen  fenfelefs  of  their 
own  mifery,  they  feared  not  the  Indians,  but  lived  and 
fufFered  them  to  lodge  with  them,  not  having  fword  or 
gun,  or  needing  the  fame,  To  which  the  Captain  anfwer- 
ed, if  there  were  no  caufe,  he  was  the  gladder.  But,  upon 
further  inquiry,  underftanding  that  thofe  in  whom  John 
Sanders  had  repofed  moft  fpecial  confidence,  and  left  in 
his  ftead  to  govern  the  reft,  were  at  the  plantation,  thither 
he  went  ;  and,  to  be  brief,  made  known  the  Indians'  pur- 
pofe,  and  the  end  of  his  own  coming,  as  alfo,  which  for- 
merly I  omitted,  that  if  afterward  they  durft  not  there 
ftay,  it  was  the  intendment  of  the  governours  and  people 
of  Plymouth  there  to  receive  them,  till  they  could  be 
better  provided  :  but  if  they  conceived  of  any  other 
courfe,  that  might  be  more  likely  for  their  good,  that 
himfelf  ihould  further  them  therein  to  the  uttermoft  of 
his  power.  Thefe  men,  comparing  other  circumftances 
with  what  they  now  heard,  anfwered,  they  could  expecT: 
no  better  ;  and  it  was  God's  mercy,  that  they  were  not 
killed  before  his  coming ;  defiring  therefore  that  he  would 
neglect  no  opportunity  to  proceed.  Hereupon  he  advifed 
them  to  fecrecy,  yet  withal  to  fend  fpecial  command  to 
one  third  of  their  company,  that  were  furtheft  off,  to 
come  home,  and  there  enjoin  them  on  pain  of  death  to 
keep  the  town,  himfelf  allowing  them  a  pint  of  Indian 
corn  to  a  man  for  a  day,  though  that  ftore  he  had  was 
fpared  out  of  our  feed.  The  weather  proving  very  wet 
and  ftormy,  it  was  the  longer  before  he  could  do  any 
thing. 

58.  In  the  mean  time  an  Indian  came  to  him,  and 
brought  fome  furs,  but  rather  to  gather  what  he  could 
from  the  Captain's,  than  coming  then  for  trade  :  and 
though  the  Captain  carried  things  as  fmoothly  as  pofiibly 
he  could  ;  yet  at  his  return,  he  reported  he  faw  by  his 
eyes,  that  he  was  angry  in  his  heart  ;  and  therefore  began 
to  fufpect  themfelves  difcovered.  This  caufed  one  Peck- 
Juot,  who  was  a  paniefe,  being  a  man  of  a  notable  fpirit, 

to 
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to  come  to  Hobbamock,  who  was  then  with  them,  and 
told  him,  he  underftood  that  the  Captain  was  come  to 
kill  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  fava^es  there.  Tell  him, 
jfaid  he,  we  know  it,  but  fear  him  not,  neither  will  we 
fliun  him  ;  but  let  him  begin  when  he  dare,  he  will  not 
take  us  unawares.  Many  times  after,  divers  of  them 
feverally,  or  few  together,  came  to  the  plantation  to  him  ; 
where  they  would  whet  and  fharpen  the  point  of  their 
knives  before  his  face?  and  ufe  many  other  infulting 
geftures  and  fpeeches.  Amongft  the  reft  Wituwamat 
bragged  of  the  excellency  of  his  knife.  On  the  end  of  the 
handle  there  was  pictured  a  woman's  face  ;  but,  faid  he, 
I  have  another  at  home,  wherewith  I  have  killed  both 
French  and  Englifh,  and  that  hath  a  man's  face  on  it  ; 
and  by  and  by  thefe  two  muft  marry.  Further  he  faid  of 
that  knife  he  there  had  ;  Hinnaim  namen^  hinnawi  michen^ 
matta  cuts  :  that  is  to  fay,  By  and  by  it  mould  fee,  and 
by  and  by  it  mould  eat,  but  not  fpeak.  Alfo  Peckfuot, 
being  a  man  of  greater  ftature  than  the  Captain,  told  him, 
though  lie  were  a  great  captain,  yet  he  was  but  a  little 
man  :  and  faid  he,  though  I  be  no  fachim,  yet  I  am  a  man 
of  great  ftrength  and  courage.  Thefe  things  the  Captain 
obferved,  yet  bare  with  patience  for  the  prefent. 

59.  On  the  next  day,  feeing  he  could  not  get  many  of 
them  together  at  once,  and  this  Peckfuot  and  Wituwamat 
both  together,  with  another  man,  and  a  youth  of  fome 
eighteen  years  of  age,  which  was  brother  to  Wituwamat, 
and  villain  like  trod  in  his  fteps,  daily  putting  many  tricks 
upon  the  weaker  fort  of  men,  and  having  about  as  many 
of  his  own  company  in  a  room  with  them,  gave  the  word 
to  his  men,  and  the  door  being  faft  ftiut,  began  himfelf 
with  Peckfuot,  and  fnatching  his  own  knife  from  his  neck, 
though  with  much  ftruggling,  killed  him  therewith,  the 
point  whereof  he  had  made  as  fharp  as  a  needle,  and 
ground  the  back  alfo  to  an  edge.  Wituwamat  and  the 
other  man  the  reft  killed,  and  took  the  youth,  whom  the 
Captain  caufed  to  be  hanged.  But  it  is  incredible  how 
many  wounds  thefe  two  paniefes  received  before  they  died? 
not  making  any  fearful  noife,  but  catching  at  their  wea- 
pons and  ftriving  to  the  laft.  Hobbamock  flood  by  all 
this  time,  and  meddled  not,  obferving  how  our  men 
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demeaned  themfelves  in  this  action.  All  being  here  ended, 
fmiling,  he  brake  forth  into  thefe  fpeeches  to  the  Captain  : 
Yefterday  Peckfuot,  bragging  of  his  own  ftrength  and 
ftature,  faid,  though  you  were  a  great  captain,  yet  you 
were  but  a  little  man  ;  but  to  day  I  fee  you  are  big  enough 
to  lay  him  on  the  ground.  But  to  proceed  ;  there  being 
fome  women  at  the  fame  time,  Captain  Standifh  left  them 
in  the  cuftody  of  Mafter  Wefton's  people  at  the  town, 
and  fent  word  to  another  company,  that  had  intelligence 
of  things,  to  kill  thofe  Indian  men  that  were  amongft 
them.  Thefe  killed  two  more.  Himfelf  alfo  with  fome 
of  his  own  men  went  to  another  place,  where  they  killed 
another  ;  and  through  the  negligence  of  one  man,  an 
Indian,  efcaped,  who  difcovered  and  croffed  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

60.  Not  long  before  this  execution,  three  of  Mafter 
Wefton's  men,  which  more  regarded  their  bellies  than 
any  command  or  commander,  having  formerly  fared  well 
with  the  Indians  for  making  them  canoes,  went  again  to 
the  fachim  to  offer  their  fervice,  and  had  entertainment. 
The  firft  night  they  came  thither,  within  night,  late  came 
a  meffenger  with  all  fpeed,  and  delivered  a  fad  and  ihort 
meffage.  Whereupon  all  the  men  gathered  together,  put 
on  their  boots  and  breeches,  truffed  up  themfelves,  and 
took  their  bows  and  arrows  and  went  forth,  telling  them 
they  went  a  hunting,  and  that  at  their  return  they  Ihould 
have  venifon  enough.  Being  now  gone,  one  more  ancient 
and  wife  than  the  reft,  calling  former  things  to  mind, 
efpecially  the  Captain's  prefence,  and  the  ftrait  charge* 
that  on  pain  of  death  none  mould  go  a  mufket  mot  from 
the  plantation  ;  and  comparing  this  fudden  departure  of  I 
theirs  therewith,  began  to  diflike  and  wiih  himfelf  at 
home  again,  which  was  further  off  than  divers  other  dwelt. 
Hereupon  he  moved  his  fellows  to  return,  but  could  not 
purfuade  them.  So  there  being  none  but  women  left, 
and  the  other  that  was  turned  favage,  about  mid-night 
came  away,  forfaking  the  paths,  left  he  fhould  be  purfued, 
and  by  this  means  faved  his  life. 

61.  Captain  Standifh  took  the  one  half  of  his  men, 
and  one  or  two  of  Mafter  Wefton's,  and  Hobbamock, 
ftill  feeking  to  make  fpoil  of  them  and  theirs.     At  length 

they 
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they  efpied  a  file  of  Indians,  which  made  towards  them 
amain  ;  and  there  being  a  fmall  advantage  in  the  ground, 
by  reafon  of  a  hill  near  them,  both  companies  ftrove  for 
it.  Captain  Standifh  got  it ;  whereupon  they  retreated, 
and  took  each  man  his  tree,  letting  fly  their  arrows  amain, 
efpecially  at  himfelf  and  Hobbamock  :  whereupon  Hob- 
bamock  caft  off  his  coat,  and  being  a  known  paniefe,  theirs 
being  now  killed,  chafed  them  fo  faft,  as  our  people  were 
not  able  to  hold  way  with  him  ;  infomuch  as  our  men 
could  have  but  one  certain  mark,  and  then  but  the  arm 
and  half  face  of  a  notable  villain,  as  he  drew  at  Captain 
Standifh  5  who  together  with  another  both  difcharged  at 
him,  and  brake  his  arm  ;  whereupon  they  fled  into  a 
fwampi  When  they  were  in  the  thicket,  they  parleyed, 
but  to  fmall  purpofe,  getting  nothing  but  foul  language. 
So  our  Captain  dared  the  fachim  to  come  out  and  fight 
like  a  man,  mowing  how  bafe  and  womanlike  he  was  in 
tonguing  it  as  he  did  :  but  he  refufed  and  fled.  So  the 
Captain  returned  to  the  plantation  ;  where  he  releafed  the 
women,  and  would  not  take  their  beaver  coats  from  them, 
nor  fuffer  the  leaft  difcourtefy  to  be  offered  them 

62.  Now  were  Mailer  Wefton's  people  refolved  to  leave 
their  plantation,  and  go  for  Munhiggen,  hoping  to  get 
paffage  and  return  with  the  fifhing  mips.  The  Captain 
told  them,  that  for  his  own  part  he  durft  there  live  with 
fewer  men  than  they  were  ;  yet  fince  they  were  other- 
ways  minded,  according  to  his  order  from  the  governours 
and  people  of  Plymouth,  he  would  help  them  with  corn 
competent  for  their  provifion  by  the  wray  ;  which  he  did, 
fcarce  leaving  himfelf  more  than  brought  them  home. 
Some  of  them  difliked  the  choice  of  the  body  to  go  to 
Munhiggen  ;  and  therefore  defiring  to  go  with  him  to 
Plymouth,  he  took  them  into  the  fhallop :  and  feeing  them 
fet  fail,  and  clear  of  the  MafTachufet  bay,  he  took  leave 
and  returned  to  Plymouth  ;  whither  he  came  in  fafety, 
bleffed  be  0od  !  and  brought  the  head  of  Wituwamat 
with  him. 

63.  Amongft  the  reft,  there  was  an  Indian  youth  $ 
that  was  ever  of  a  courteous  and  loving  difpofition  towards 
us.  He,  riotwithftanding  the  death  of  his  countrymen, 
came  to  the  Captain  without  fear,  faying,  his  good  con- 
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fcience  and  love  towards  us  imboldened  him  fo  to  do. 
This  youth  confeffed,  that  the  Indians  intended  to  kill 
Mailer  Wefton's  people,  and  not  delay  any  longer  than 
they  had  two  more  canoes  or  boats,  which  Mailer  Wefton's 
men  would  have  finifhed  by  this  time,  having  made  them 
three  already,  had  not  the  Captain  prevented  him  $  and 
the  end  of  flay  for  thofe  boats  was  to  take  their  fhip 
therewith. 

64.  Now  was  the  Captain  returned  and  received  with 
joy,  the  head  being  brought  to  the  fort  and  there  fet  up* 
The  g^vernours  and  captains  with  divers  others  went  up 
the  fame  further,  to  examine  the  prifoner,  who  looked 
piteoufly  on  the  head.  Being  afked,  whether  he  knew  it, 
he  anfwered,  Yea.  Then  he  confeffed  the  plot,  and  that 
all  the  people  provoked  Obtakiefl,  their  fachim,  thereunto, 
being  drawn  to  it  by  their  importunity*  Five  there  were* 
he  faid,  that  profecuted  the  fame  with  more  eagernefs  than 
the  reft.  The  two  principal  were  killed,  being  Peckfuot 
and  Wituwamat,  whofe  head  was  there  *  the  other  three 
were  powahs,  being  yet  living,  and  known  unto  us, 
though  one  of  them  was  wounded,  as  aforefaid*  For 
himfelf,  he  would  not  acknowledge  that  he  had  any  hand 
therein,  begging  earneftly  for  his  life,  faying  he  was  not 
a  Maffachufet  man,  but  as  a  fir  anger  lived  with  them, 
Hobbamock  alfo  gave  a  good  report  of  him,  and  befought 
for  him  ;  but  was  bribed  fo  to  do  it*  Neverthelefs,  that 
we  might  fhow  mercy  as  well  as  extremity,  the  governour  | 
releafed  him,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  we  defired  he  might 
carry  a  mefTage  to  Obtakiefl,  his  mafler.  No  fooner  were4 
the  irons  from  his  legs,  but  he  would  have  been  gone  5 
but  the  governour  bid  him  flay,  and  fear  not*  for  he 
fhould  receive  no  hurt ;  and  by  Hobbamock  commanded 
him  to  deliver  his  mefTage  to  his  mafler  :  That  for  our 
parts  it  never  entered  into  our  hearts  to  take  fuch  a 
courfe  with  them,  till  their  own  treachery  enforced  us 
thereunto  ',  and  therefore  they  might  thank  themfelves  for 
their  own  overthrow  :  Yet  fince  he  had  begun,  if  again 
by  any  the  like  courfes  he  did  provoke  him,  his  country 
fhould  not  hold  him  ;  for  he  would  never  fuffer  him  or 
his  to .  reft  in  peace,  till  he  had  utterly  confumed  them  5 
and  therefore  fhould  take  this  as  a  warning*     Further, 

that 
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that  he  mould  fend  to  Patuxet  the  three  EngHflimen  he 
had,  and  not  kill  them  :  alfo  that  he  mould  not  fpoil  the 
pale  and  houfes  at  Wichagufcuffet ;  and  that  his  meffenger 
mould  either  bring  the  Englifh,  or  an  anfwer,  or  both  ; 
promiling  his  fafe  return* 

65,  This  meffage  was  delivered,  and  the  party  would 
have  returned  with  an  anfwer,  but  was  at  firft  diffuaded 
by  them,  whom  afterwards  they  would,  but  could  not 
perfuade  to  come  to  us*  At  length,  though  long,  a 
woman  came  and  told  us,  that  Obtakieft  was  forry  that 
the  Englifh  were  killed,  before  he  heard  from  the  gover- 
nour  ;  otherwife  he  would  have  fent  them.  Alfo  fhe  faid, 
he  would  fain  make  his  peace  again  with  us  ;  but  none 
of  his  men  durft  come  to  treat  about  it,  having  forfaken 
his  dwelling,  and  daily  removed  from  place  to  place, 
expecting  when  we  would  take  further  vengeance  on  him. 

66.  Concerning  thofe  other  people,  that  intended  to 
join  with  the  Maffachufeuks  againft  us,  though  we  never 
went  againft  any  of  them  ;  yet  this  fudden  and  unexpected 
execution,  together  with  the  juft  judgment  of  God  upon 
their  own  guilty  confciences,  hath  fo  terrified  and  amazed 
them,  as  in  like  manner  they  forfook  their  houfes,  running 
to  and  fro  like  men  diftracted,  living  in  fwamps  and  other 
defert  places,  and  fo  brought  manifold  difeafes  amongft 
themfelves,  whereof  very  many  are  dead  ;  as  Canacum, 
the  fachim  of  Manomet  ;  Afpinet,  the  fachim  of  Naufet  ; 
and  lanough,  fachim  of  Mattachieft.  This  fachim  in  his 
life,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  diffractions,  faid  the  God  of 
the  Engliih  was  offended  with  them,  and  would  deftroy 
them  in  his  anger  :  and  certainly  it  is  ftrange  to  hear 
how  many  of  late  have,  and  ftill  daily  die  amongft  them  ; 
neither  is  there  any  likelihood  it  will  eafily  ceafe  \  becaufe 
through  fear  they  fet  little  or  no  corn,  which  is  the  ftafF 
of  life,  and  without  which  they  cannot  long  preferve 
health  and  ftrength.  From  one  of  thefe  places  a  boat 
was  fent  with  prefents  to  the  governour,  hoping  thereby 
to  work  their  peace  ;  but  the  boat  was  caft  away,  and 
three  of  the  perfons  drowned,  not  far  from  our  plantation. 
Only  one  efcaped,  who  durft  not  come  to  us,  but  return- 
ed ;  fo  as  none  of  them  dare  come  amongft  us. 

6j.     The  month  of  April  being  now  come,  on  all  hands 
M  m         [Vol  viu,i  we 
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we  began  to  prepare  for  corn.  And  becaufe  there  was  no 
Corn  left  before  this  time,  fave  that  was  prefer ved  for  feed, 
being  alfo  hopelefs  of  relief  by  fupply,  we  thought  beft 
to  leave  off  all  other  works,  and  profecute  that  as  mofl 
neceffary.  And  becaufe  there  was  720(31)  fniall  hope  of 
doing  good,  in  that  common  courfe  of  labour  that  former- 
ly we  were  in  \  for  that  the  governours,  that  followed 
men  to  their  labours,  had  nothing  to  give  men  for  their 
necelllties,  and  therefore  could  not  fo  well  exercife  that 
command  over  them  therein,  as  formerly  they  had  done  ; 
efpecially  coniidering  that  felf  love  wherewith  every  man, 
in  a  meafure  more  or  lefs,  loveth  and  preferreth  his  own 
good  before  his  neighbours,  and  alfo  the  bafe  difpofition 
of  fome  drones,  that,  as  at  other  times,  fo  now  efpecially 
would  be  moll  burdenous  to  the  reft  ;  it  was  therefore 
thought  beft  that  every  man  mould  ufe  the  beft  diligence 
he  could  for  his  own  prefervation,  both  in  refpecl  of  the 
time  prefent,  and  to  prepare  his  own  corn  for  the  year 
following  ;  and  bring  in  a  competent  portion  for  the 
maintenance  of  publick  officers,  fifhermen,  &c.  which 
could  not  be  freed  from  their  calling  without  greater 
inconveniences.  This  courfe  was  to  continue  till  harveft, 
and  then  the  governours  to  gather  in  the  appointed  por- 
tion, for  the  maintenance  of  themfelves  and  fuch  others, 
as  neceility  conftrained  fo  exempt  from  this  condition. 

68.  In  the  midft  of  April  we  began  to  fet,  the  weather 
being  then  feafonabie,  which  much  encouraged  us,  giving 
us  good  hopes  of  after  plenty.  The  fet  ting  feafon  is  good 
till  the  latter  end  of  May.  But  it  pleafed  God,  for  our 
further  chaftifement,  to  fend  a  great  drought  ;  infomuch 
as  in  fix  weeks  after  the  later  fetting  there  fcarce  fell  any 
rain  ;  fo  that  the  ftalk  of  that  was  firft  fet  began  to  fend 
forth  the  ear,  before  it  came  to  half  growth,  and  that 
which  was  later,  not  like  to  yield  any  at  all,  both  blade 
and  ftalk  hanging  the  head,  and  changing  the  colour  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  we  judged  it  utterly  dead.  Our  beans 
alfo  ran  not  up  according  to  their  wonted  manner,  but 
flood  at  a  ftay,  many  being  parched  away,  as  though  they 
had  been  fcorched  before  the  fire.  Now  were  our  hopes 
overthrown,  and  we  difcouraged,  our  joy  being  turned 
into  mourning.      *  ' 69.  To 

(31)  The  word  no  appears  to  be  an  errour  of  the  prefs. 
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69.  To  add  alfo  to  this  forrowful  eftate  in  which  we 
were,  we  heard  of  a  fupply  that  was  fent  unto  us  many 
months  fince,  which  having  two  repulfes  before,  was  a 
third  time  in  company  of  another  fliip  three  hundred 
leagues  at  fea,  and  now  in  three  months  time  heard  no 
further  of  her  ;  only  the  figns  of  a  wreck  were  feen  on 
the  coaft,  which  could  not  be  judged  to  be  any  other  than 
the  fame. 

70.  Thefe  and  the  like  confederations  moved  not  only 
every  good  man  privately  to  enter  into  examination  with 
his  own  eftate  between  God  and  his  confcience,  and  fo  to 
humiliation  before  him  ;  but  alfo  more  folemnly  to  hum- 
ble ourfelves  together  before  the  Lord  by  falling  and 
prayer.  To  that  end  a  day  was  appointed  by  publick 
authority,  and  fet  apart  from  all  other  employments  ; 
hoping  that  the  fame  God,  which  had  ftirred  us  up  here- 
unto, would  be  moved  hereby  in  mercy  to  look  upon  us, 
and  grant  the  requeil  of  our  dejected  fouls,  if  our  con- 
tinuance there  might  any  way  Hand  with  his  glory  and 
our  good.  But,  O  the  mercy  of  our  God !  who  was  as 
ready  to  hear,  as  we  to  afk  :  For  though  in  the  morning, 
when  we  affembled  together,  the  heavens  were  as  clear, 
and  the  drought  as  like  to  continue  as  ever  it  was  ;  yet 
our  exercife  continuing  fome  eight  or  nine  hours,  before 
our  departure,  the  weather  was  overcaft,  the  clouds 
gathered  together  on  all  fides,  and  on  the  next  morning, 
diftilled  fuch  foft,  fweet,  and  moderate  fhowers  of  rain, 
continuing  fome  fourteen  days,  and  mixed  with  fuch  fea- 
fonable  weather,  as  it  was  hard  to  fay,  whether  our  with- 
ered corn,  or  drooping  affections,  were  moft  quickened 
and  revived  :  Such  was  the  bounty  and  goodnefs  of  our 
God.  Of  this  the  Indians,  by  means  of  Hobbamock, 
took  notice  ;  who  being  then  in  the  town,  and  this  exer- 
cife in  the  midft  of  the  week,  faid,  It  was  but  three  days 
fince  funday  ;  and  therefore  demanded  of  a  boy,  what 
was  the  reafon  thereof.  Which  when  he  knew,  and  faw 
what  effects  followed  thereupon,  he  and  all  them  admired 
the  goodnefs  of  our  God  towards  us,  that  wrought  fo 
great  a  change  in  fo  Ihort  a  time  ;  mowing  the  difference 
between  their  conjuration,  and  our  invocation  on  the 
name   of  God  for  rain  $    theirs  being  mixed  with  fuch 

ftorms 
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ftorms  and  tempefts,  as  fometimes,  inftead  of  doing  them 
good,  it  layeth  the  corn  flat  on  the  ground,  to  their  pre^ 
judice  ;  but  ours  in  fo  gentle  and  feafonable  a  manner,  as 
they  never  obferved  the  like. 

71.  At  the  fame  time  Captain  Standifh,  being  for^ 
merly  employed  by  the  governour,  to  buy  provifions  for 
the  refreshing  of  the  colony,  returned  with  the  fame, 
accompanied  with  one  M.  David  Tomfon,  a  Scotchman, 
who  alfo  that  fpring  began  a  plantation  twenty^-nve  leagues 
north-eaft  from  us,  near  Smith's  ifles,  at  a  place  called 
Pafcatoquack,  where  he  liketh  well.  Now  alfo  heard  we 
of  the  third  repulfe  that  our  fupply  had,  of  their  fafe, 
though  dangerous,  return  into  England,  and  of  their 
preparations  to  come  to  us.  So  that  having  thefe  many 
iigns  of  God's  favour  and  acceptation,  we  thought  it 
would  be  great  ingratitude,  if  fecretly  we  fhouid  fmother 
up  the  fame,  or  content  ourfelves  with  private  thankfgiv- 
ing  for  that,  which  by  our  private  prayer  could  not  be 
obtained.  And  therefore  another  folemn  day  was  fet 
apart  for  that  end  ;  wherein  we  returned  glory,  honour, 
and  praife,  with  all  thankfulnefs,  to  our  good  God,  which 
dealt  fo  gracioufly  with  us  ;  whofe  name  for  thefe  and  all 
his  other  mercies  towards  his  church  and  chofen  ones, 
by  them  be  bleifed  and  praifed,  now  and  evermore.     Amen. 

72.  In  the  latter  end  of  July,  and  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  came  two  mips  with  fupply  unto  us  ;  who 
brought  all  their  paffengers,  except  one,  in  health,  who 
recovered  in  fhort  time  ;  who,  notwithflanding  all  our 
Wants  and  hardfhip,  bleifed  be  God  !  found  not  any  one 
fick  perfon  amongft  us  at  the  plantation.  The  bigger  fhip, 
called  the  Anne,  was  hired,  and  there  again  freighted 
back  ;  from  whence  we  fet  fail  the  tenth  of  September^  2), 
The  lefTer,  called  the  Little  James,  was  built  for  the  com- 
pany at  their  charge.  She  was  now  alfo  fitted  for  trade 
and  difcovery  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  Cod,  and  almoft 
ready  to  fet  fail ;  whom  I  pray  God  to  blefs  in  her  good 
and  lawful  proceedings. 

(32)  Mr.  Window  went  in  this  ihip  to  England,  as  agent  for  the  col- 
ony, and  there  publifhed  this  Narrative.  (Belkn.  Biog.  II.  299.)  To  it 
"he  fubjoined  an  account  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms,  the  religious  opin- 
ions and  ceremonies  of  the  Indians  ;  which  is  inferted  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  lid.  vol.  of  Belknap's  Biography. 
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IT  is  one  of  the  regulations  of  the  Hiflorical  Society  to  colic  61 
an  account  of  the  life  and  writings  of  their  members  as  they 
leave  the  prefent  fublunary  Jiate.  Several  worthy  members 
have  died  fvnce  the  publication  of  our  feventh  volume,  of  whom 
biographical  Notices  have  been  given  in  thefe  pages.  When 
this  volume  was  ?iearly  finifhed,  the  death  of  Dr.  Thacher 
was  announced  by  a  vejfel  from  Georgia,  a  character  of  him 
was  written  in  the  newfpapers,  and  an  Eulogy  delivered  in 
the  Church  of  Brattle-Street  by  Mr.  Emerfon,  but  it  was  judged 
proper  by  the  Committee  to  prefent  fome  Memoirs  of  fo  dijlin~ 
guifhed  a  member  in  this  volume  of  our  CollecliGVs.  The  fhort 
notice  which  we  had,  and  the  few  leaves  which  are  fpared  for 
the  purpofe  mujl  be  our  apology,  if  the  account  be  not  fiificiently 
marked  with  the  lines  of  his  character  ;  or  the  documents  be 
not  complete  enough  to  make  the  Memoirs  worthy  the  publick 
acceptance* 

PETER  THACHER,  D.  D.  was  the  fon  of  Oxen- 
bridge  Thacher,  Efq.  of  Bofton,  a  lawyer  of  eminence, 
who  died  in  the  midft  of  his  reputation  and  ufefulnefs. 
His  amiable  moral  character  is  remembered  by  the  prefent 
generation,  and  his  name  frequently  mentioned  in  terms 
of  very  high  eileem.#     Dr?  Thacher  was  his  eldeft  fon, 

thirteen 

*  O.  Thacher  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  A.  D.  ^38.  He  died  July 
8th,  1765,  aged  45,  at  that  time  one  of  the  four  reprefentatives  in  the  General 
Court  for  the  town  of  Bofton.  He  was  a  learned  man,  and  a  good  writer. 
He  publifhed  two  pamphlets,  one,  1760,  On  the  Gold  Coin.  Another,  1764, 
The  fentiments  of  a  Briti/h  American,  occafioned  by  A£t  to  lay  certain  duties  in 
the  Briti/h  colonies  and  plantations.  \ 

He  was  the  fon  of  O.  Thacher,  Efq,  who  was  many  years  one  of  the  Select- 
men of  Bofton,  and  reprefentative  to  the  General  Court.  This  gentleman 
removed  to  Milton,  his  native  place,  was  feveral  years  reprefentative  from 
that  town,  and  died,  A.  D.  1772,  sstat.  93  years.  He  graduated  1698,  and 
for  many  years  his  name  was  in  the  catalogue,  as  the  firft  among  the  living. 
He  was  fon  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  of  Milton,  who  graduated  A.  D.  1671, 
and  was  paftor  of  Milton  church,  near  forty-feven  years.  He  died  A.  D. 
1727,  sstat.  77. 

Dr.  Cotton  Mather  preached  his  funeral  fermon,  which  was  reprinted  A.  D. 
1796,  with  an  excellent  fermon,  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Robbins,  by  his  great- 
grandfon  the  Rev.  Thomas  Thacher  of  Dedham. 

This  Peter  Thacher  married  a  daughter  of  John  Oxenbridge,  paftor  of  the 
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thirteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  then  a 
ftudent  of  the  publick  Grammar  School.  He  was  born 
at  Milton,  March  21,  1752,  the  family  having  retired 
from  Bolton  on  account  of  the  fmall  pox,  which  during 
that  feafon,  fpread  through  the  town.  There  were  mani- 
feft  indications  of  a  ferious  mind  when  he  was  very 
young,  fo  that  it  was  obferved  concerning  him  that  he 
never  was  a  child.  He  certainly  preferred  books  of  piety, 
and  the  converfation  of  perfons  older  than  himfelf  to  the 

diverfions 

Firft  Church  in  Bofton,  one  of  the  ejected  rninifters  in  England  A.D.  1662.  He 
was  a  celebrated  divine  In  one  of  the  papers  found  in  the  Plantation  Office, 
lately  publifned  in  Chalmers'  Political  Annals,  there  is  an  Account  of  Men  and 
Things  in  Maflachufetts,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Randolph  a  fpy  of  the 
Court.  One  article  is,  Popular  preachers, — Thomas  Thacher,  John  Oxen- 
bridge,  John  Higginfon.' — Mr.  Oxenbridge  died  fuddenly,  A.D.  1674,  four 
years  from  his  ordination. 

Thomas  Thacher  was  the  firft  minifter  of  the  Old  South  Church.  He  was 
inftalled  Feb.  16,  1670,  and  died  1678,  during  the  month  of  October.  Prefi- 
dent  Stiles  fpeaks  of  him  as  the  belt  Arabick  fcholar  known  in  this  country. 
Where  he  obtained  this  information  is  uncertain.  In  the  Magnalia,  his  oriental 
learning  is  mentioned,  and  we  are  told  that  he  compofed  a  Hebrew  Lexicon, 
but  his  knowledge  of  Arabick  is  unnoticed.  His  parents  defigned  him  for  the 
univedity  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  but  he  chofe  to  come  over  to  America  ; 
and  arrived  at  Bolton,  June  4,  1635.  The  fame  year  he  was  wonderfully  pre- 
ferred from  fhipwreck  on  an  ifland  between  Ipfwich  and  Marblehead.  His  un- 
cle Anthony  Thacher  being  there  call  alhore,  called  it  Thacher's  Ifie,  and  it 
has  bore  the  name  ever  ftnee.  A  very  particular  account  of  this  Ihipwreck  is 
preferved  in  Dr.  I.  Mather's  Remarkable  Providences,  It  is  a  letter  written  from 
Anthony  Thacher  to  his  brother  Peter,  minifter  of  Sarum,  in  England,  the  fa- 
ther of  Thomas.  Young  Thacher  left  his  uncle  at  Ipfwichs  and  travelled  the 
journey  by  land.  The  author  of  the  Magnalia  fays,  "  That  he  had  a  ftrong 
and  fad  impreffion  upon  his  mind  about  the  iflue  of  the  voyage,  that  he,  with 
another,  muft  needs  go  the  journey  by  land,  and  fo  he  efcaped  perilhing  with 
fome  of  his  pious  and  precious  friends  by  fea."  He  ftudied  divinity  with  the 
famous  prefident  Chauncy  ;  and  was  ordained  at  Weymouth,  Jan.  2.  1664. 
He  married  the  daughter  of  Ralph  Partridge,  the  firft  minifter  of  Duxbury  ; 
hence  the  family  of  Thacher  every  way  is  ancient  and  refpe&able  in  New-Eng- 
land. After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Thacher  came  to  Bolton,  where  he  re- 
fided  and  practifed  phyfick,  when  a  new  church  was  formed,  of  which  he  was 
chofen  paftor.  * 

The  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  of  Sarum,  intended  to  fettle  in  New-England  ;  but 
the  death  of  his  wife  altered  his-  refolution.  He  was  a  man  of  fenfe  and  learn- 
ing, of  liberal  principles,  and  therefore  harraffed  by  the  fpirituaj  courts.  The 
writer  of  this  Memoir  has  feen  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  bifhop  of 
the  dioccfe,  begging  him  to  excufe  him  from  reading  certain  directions  of  the 
vicar-general,  which  he  faid  were  againft  his  confeience,  and  would  tend  to  dif- 
turb  the  order  of  worlhip.  In  this  addrefs  he  fays,  "  I  never  neglected  the  or- 
der aforefaid  out  of  contempt  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  and  jurifdiction,  as 
has  been  affirmed,"  &c. 

This  will  account  for  the  puritanical  zeal  with  which  fo  many  of  the  family 
"have  oppofed  prelatick  poiver  ;  and  may  be  one  among  other  caufes  of  the 
.trong  attachment  of  the  late  worthy  Dr.  Thacher  to  good  New-England priti- 
clplcj. 
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diverfions  of  the  childifti  age.  An  uncommon  gravity 
of  deportment,  and '  meafured  periods  of  difcourfe,  in 
which  it  is  faid  he  imitated  his  father's  manner,  drew  the 
attention  of  others,  and  became  the  fubjecf  of  their  remark. 
It  was  then  predicted  that  he  would  be  a  preacher  ;  and 
add  another  of  the  name  to  the  lift  of  worthies  whofe 
praife  was  in  the  churches. 

Oxenbridge  Thacher,  Efq.  died  in  1765.  He  had  fixed 
his  mind  upon  giving  his  fon  a  liberal  education,  but, 
like  moil  profeffional  men,  more  ambitious  of  fame  than 
defirous  of  wealth,  he  left  his  family  in  circumftances  far 
from  affluent.  But  he  left  many  friends,  among  them 
feveral  refpeclable  clergymen,  who  made  every  exertion 
to  complete  the  education  of  his  fon  at  the  Univeriity, 
and  thereby  preferve  the  literary  honours  of  the  family  ; 
whilft  they  mowed  their  friendfhip  for  the  man  whom 
they  loved,  after  his  remains  were  in  the  dull.  Their 
defires  and  expectations  were  anfwered  ;  and  their  be- 
nevolence received  a  full  reward  in  the  improvement  which 
was  made  by  the  youth  who  obeyed  every  ftimulus  to 
exercife  his  talents  and  induftry.  The  preceptor  of  the 
fchool  at  that  time  was  the  venerable  Lovel,  whofe  opinion 
had  its  weight  in  every  thing,  and  who  advanced  him 
forward  one  clafs  in  order  that  he  might  enter  college 
the  commencement  enfuing.  He  was  admitted  a  Undent 
of  Harvard  College,-  July,  1765,  and  received  the  honours 
of  that  feminary  in  the  year  1769.  He  always  thought 
that  his  education  was  too  much  hurried,  and  felt  the 
difadvantage  through  life.  His  natural  ardour  led  him 
to  prefs  forward  to  the  bufy  fcenes  of  life,  and  this  gave 
a  ftimulus  to  an  inclination  which  ought  to  have  been 
corrected  in  his  juvenile  years.  He  would  have  had  a 
better  opportunity  to  lay  up  claffick  ft  ores,  and  prepare 
his  mind  for  thofe  fcientifick  refearches  which  unite  patient 
inquiry  with  the  vigour  and  ardour  of  the  youthful 
imagination.  All  allowed  him  to  poffefs  fine  talents  ;  not 
only  a  quicknefs  of  memory  and  lively  appreheniion  of 
things,  but  a  certain  glow  of  fancy,  which  made  his  con- 
verfation  animated,  and  his  compofitions  very  interefting. 
He  early  compofed  fermons  and  effays.  Divinity  was  his 
favourite  ftudy.     He  was  more  fond  of  vifiting  the  fchools 
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of  the  prophets  than  walking  in  academick  groves  ;  and 
eagerly  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  he  fhould  dif. 
play  his  eloquence  and  evangelical  zeal  in  the  pulpit.  He 
was  more  qualified  to  appear  as  a  Divine,  when  he  receiv- 
ed his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  than  many  who  have 
ftudied  theology  through  a  long  courfe  of  years. 

After  refiding  fome  months  in  Chelfea,  as  mafter  of 
the  Grammar  School  in  that  place,  he  commenced  preach- 
ing, and  was  immediately  defired  to  fupply  the  pulpit  in 
Maiden.  September  19th,  1770,  he  was  ordained.  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Robbins,  of  Milton,  delivered  the  fermon,  which 
was  publiihed  ;  Dr.  Appleton  gave  the  charge,  and  Dr. 
Eliot  the  fellowship  of  the  churches. 

As  a  preacher  he  was  admired.  His  charming  voice,  his 
oratorical  powers,  his  fluency  in  prayer,  the  pathos  of 
his  expreffion  were  applauded  by  ferious,  fenfible  people, 
and  gave  him  uncommon  eclat  with  the  multitude.  No 
young  man  ever  preached  to  fuch  crouded  affemblies. 
Mr.  Whitfield  called  him  the  young  Elijah  in  his  prayers, 
and  joined  in  concert  with  their  opinion,  who  faid  he  was 
fet  up  for  the  defence  of  the  orthodoxy,  for  which  New 
England  had  been  celebrated.  In  principle  he  was  a 
rigid  Calvinift.  Chrifiians  of  this  perfuafion  were  eager 
to  fpread  his  reputation  ;  whilft  others,  of  different  fen- 
timents,  allowed  themfelves  a  freedom  of  cenfure,  and 
faid,  that  his  zeal  for  the  doctrine  and  difcipline  of  our 
fathers  abforbed  all  his  candour  and  prudence.  They, 
who  knew  Dr.  Thacher  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and 
were  witneffes  of  his  liberality  and  moderation  ;  his  affec- 
tion for  good  men  of  all  denominations  ;  his  charity, 
which  was  not  a  milkinefs  of  candour,  like  companion  for 
perfons  in  error,  but  a  fentiment  implying  that  they  have 
a  right  to  think  differently ;— they  who  have  converfed 
with  him,  and  heard  him  cenfure  bigotry,  in  all  its  haggard 
fhapes,  may  wonder  how  fuch  a  man  could  be  contracted 
in  his  views  and  uncharitable  in  his  fentiments  ;  but  a 
little  knowledge  of  human  nature  acquaints  us,  that  men 
of  excellent  hearts  may  be  zealous  overmuch,  and  that 
even  a  fpirit  of  bigotry  may  be  blended  with  chriftian  be- 
nevolence. For  a  while  it  will  have  influence,  till  reading, 
obfervation,  and  a  more  liberal  view  of  the  fcriptures  ex- 
pand 
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pand  the  foul  with  rational  ideas  of  religion,  and  a  proper 
acquaintance  with  mankind. 

Among  thofe  divines  who  blazed  in  the  caufe  of  free- 
dom, when  the  controverfy  began  with  Great  Britain,  Dr. 
Thacher  was  confpicuous.  He  was  zealous  ;  his  ardour 
was  manifefted  in  the  pulpit,  in  converfation,  in  making 
particular  addreffes,  and  even  joining  a  military  corps.  No 
perfon  could  relate  more  accurately  the  tranfactions  of  the 
19th  of  April,  1775,  a  ^ay  which  feemed  big  with  impor- 
tant events  to  this  country,  which  filled  every  mind  with 
earneft  expectations,  and  every  heart  with  emotions  of 
refentment  or  forrow.  Having  put  himfelf  under  the 
command  of  the  military  officer  of  the  town,  he  was  or- 
dered to  remain  at  home,  that  he  might  ferve  the  caufe  of 
humanity  in  the  line  of  his  profeffion. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1776,  he  was  requefted,  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Bolton,  to  pronounce  the  ora- 
tion againft  Jlanding  armies,  which  had  been  annually  de- 
livered in  the  Old  South  Church,  to  commemorate  a  fcene 
of  horror  exhibited  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  1770. 
The  people  affembled  in  the  church  at  Watertown,  and 
were  gratified  with  hearing  the  fubjecl:  handled  by  fo  pop- 
ular an  orator.  Thefe  orations  have  fince  been  collected 
into  a  volume  by  the  title  of  Bofion  Orations. 

In  the  year  1780,  a  convention  affembled  at  Cambridge, 
and  afterwards  in  Bofton,  to  form  a  conftitution  for  the 
ftate  of  Maffachufetts.  Dr.  Thacher  made  one  of  this  re- 
fpectable  body.  Several  towns  befide  Maiden  fent  their 
minifter  for  their  delegate.  It  is  well  known  that  many 
came  to  this  convention  with  more  democratick  fentiments 
than  they  held  afterwards,  as  they  grew  better  acquainted 
with  the  prudence  of  laws  and  policy  of  government.  The 
clergy  were  generally  ftrong  republicans.  Some  of  them 
oppofed  two  branches  in  the  legiilature.  Dr.  Thacher  was 
the  leader  in  the  debate,  Whether '  there  jhould  be  a  gover- 
nor ? — After  it  had  been  decided  that  there  ihould  be  an 
executive  magiftrate  with  this  name,  he  full  made  a  partic- 
ular objection  to  the  title  of  Excellency.  He  was  afterwards 
warmly  attached  to  the  conftitution,  and  eipecially  to  thofe 
parts  of  it  which  did  not  at  firft  meet  Ms  approbation .  He 
would  frequently  relate  the  progrefsV^t  his  mind  to  a  dif. 
Nn         {Vol  viiL]  fercnc 
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ference  of  opinion  ;  for  he  was  fully  convinced  that  they 
were  wifer  ftatefmen  who  refitted  the  tide  of  prejudice, 
and  fecured  our  political  ark  from  the  violence  of  the 
popular  gale. 

When  the  conftitution  of  the  United  States  was  adopted 
he  was  among  its  warmeft  admirers. 

The  lafl  feventeen  years  of  Dr.  Thacher's  life  was  fpent 
in  Bofton.  He  was  inftalled  minifter  of  Brattle  Street 
Church,  January  12,  1785.  The  Rev.  David  Ofgood  of 
Medfcrd  preached  the  fermon,  Dr.  Lathrop  gave  the 
Charge,  Dr.  Clarke  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowlhip. 

He  was  a  ufeful  labourer  in  this  pleafant  fpot  of  the 
Lord's  vineyard,  fond  of  delivering  practical  truths,  but 
at  times  explaining  the  doctrines  of  our  religion  with  clear- 
ness. In  prayer  he  was  ready,  earned,  and  devout.  If 
concife,  very  expreffive  ;  if  extended  beyond  the  common 
forms  of  addrefs,  not  abounding  in  vain  repetitions. 

The  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity.  This  of  itfelf  is  no  fpecial 
evidence  of  learning.  Some  of  our  greateft  divines,  un- 
connected with  friends  of  wealth,  cannot  look  abroad  for 
honours  which  their  merit  claims.  The  title  has  loft  its 
frofejjtonal  diftinction  in  this  country.  Our  clergy  rank 
according  to  the  time  they  leave  the  univerfity.  But  Dr. 
Thacher  was  known  to  feveral  divines  of  Edinburgh,  and 
they  manifefted  their  refpect  for  him,  by  placing  his  name 
in  the  commiffion  they  made  out,  appointing  a  C or ref pending 
board  in  Bolton,  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians 
in  North  America. 

The  funds  of  the  London  Society  had  been  ftrangely  di- 
verted from  their  original  purpofe,  but  the  funds  in  Scot- 
land  were  fafely  preferved  by  the  care  and  prudence  of  the 
truftees,  who  ftill  apply  them  unto  this  facred  ufe. 

Dr.  Thacher  was  an  active  member  of  this  board,  and 
alfo  of  the  fociety  connected  with  it,  and  incorporated  by 
our  General  Court,  A.  D.  1787.  Of  thefe  focieties,  he 
was  chofen  fecretary,  after  the  refignation  of  the  late 
ProfefTor  Wigglefworth. 

The  Hiftorical  Society  was  inftituted  A.  D.  1791. 
Among  the  firft  members  we  find  the  name  of  Dr.  Thacher. 
He  was  one  of  the  felect  committee  for  the  year  1802  ; 
and  alfo  of  the  committee  for  the  publication  of  the  prefent 

volume. 
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volume.  Certain  materials  were  to  be  prepared  by  him, 
but  his  health  declining,  he  was  unable  to  proceed.  He 
requefted  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  committee  to  excufe 
him  from  aU  care  by  doing  his  prcfent  duty  ;  promifing 
to  double  his  diligence  fome  future  time,  if  God  mould 
fpare  his  life.  They  cheerfully  took  the  labour  upon 
themfelves  ;  and  they  now  drop  the  tear  of  friendfhip,  re- 
gretting the  lofs  of  their  much  loved  aflociate. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  omit  certain  traits  in  the  char- 
acter of  Dr»  Thacher,  which  mow  his  moral  worth. 

He  was  a  man  of  lingular  integrity.  A  ftranger  to  arti- 
fice and  deceit,  he  could  not  difguife  his  feelings,  but  ex- 
preffed  often  his  difapprobation  of  them  in  others.  He 
preferred  to  have  his  manners  ftyled  rough,  and  his  plain- 
nefs  of  fpeech  cenfured  by  his  acquaintance,  rather  than 
be  thought  capable  of  duplicity  in  his  words  and  actions. 
A  polite  addrefs,  an  unafluming  air,  a  winning  manner 
have  their  attractions  ;  but  nothing  can  make  up  for  the 
want  of  honefty  :— and  how  do  people  lofe  their  fincerity 
and  pracfife  deception  for  the  fake  of  a  difiinction  among 
thofe  who  lead  the  fafhions  of  the  age  ! 

As  a  friend,  he  had  the  confidence  of  thofe  who  knew 
him  ;  thofe  who  were  moft  intimate  will  preferve  in  their 
memories  the  tokens  of  his  affection  or  kindnefs.  If,  in 
the  exuberance  of  unguarded  familiarity,  he  faid  any 
thing  to  hurt  their  feelings,  it  gave  him  pain,  for  he  meant 
not  to  be  uncourteous. 

His  talents  for  converfation  were  remarkable.  Some 
have  thought  he  exerted  thefe  too  often,  and  in  publick 
fpeaking  took  too  large  a  fhare  of  the  debate  ;  but  when 
he  had  been  too  Jlow  to  hear  and  quick  to  fpeak,  he  was 
fenfible  of  his  error,  and  difpofed  to  make  either  a  ferious 
or  a  facetious  apology.  He  was  fond  of  anecdotes,  es- 
pecially fuch  as  illuftrated  the  manners  of  New-England. 
In  the  hiftory  of  Maffachufetts,  civil  and  eccleiiaftical,  he 
was  more  than  commonly  verfed,  having  read  it  from  his 
childhood.  And  alfo  that  part  of  the  hiftory  of  England, 
which  exhibits  the  folly  and  tyranny  of  the  Stuarts  ;  the 
usurpation  of  Cromwell;  and  the  brief  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  effays,  fermons,  and  memoirs  of  thofe  times 
he  could  quote  from  the  manly  teftimonies  of  Ludlow  to 
the  crude  excrefcences  of  Goodwin  and  Hugh  Peters. 

The 
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The  Doctor  did  not  encourage  dry,  argumentative  difcuffions  in  fo- 
tial  interviews  ;  yet  while  others  debated,  he  would  frequently  throw 
in  a  luminous  obfervation,  which  kept  the  fubject  from  being  darkened 
by  words  of  uncertain  meaning. 

His  perceptions  were  very  quick,  his  mind  active, — his  activity  Was 
inanifefted  in  many  bufy  fcenes,  efpecially  when  he  was  an  officer  of 
publick  inftitutions.  He  ferved  feveral  in  an  official  capacity  ; — and 
to  all  he  was  a  mofl  ufeful  member. 

In  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts,  efpecially  in  the  metropolis,  there  are* 
many  inPdtutions  for  pious  and  charitable  purpofes  ;  for  the  promotion 
of  literature  ;  the  encouragement  of  fcience  and  the  arts.  Gentlemen 
who  intereft  themfelves  in  the  concerns  of  thefe  inftitutions,  and  have  a 
warm  attachment  to  the  objects,  may  enjoy  the  fatisfaction  of  knowledge 
and  the  pleafures  of  goodnefs.  Dr.  Thacher  was  a  member  of  the 
Charitable  Fire  Society,  a  truftee  of  the  Humane  Society,  was  a  pro- 
prietor of  the  Town  Library,  all  which  he  aided  according  to  his  ability. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
one  of  the  council  of  the  MafTachufetts  Congregational  Charitable  Society 
for  the  relief  of  deftitute  widows  and  children  of  deceafed  Minifters.  This 
fociety  was  incorporated  Ma?  *spj  *786,  and  the  Prefident  of  the  Uni- 
verfity,  who  is  alfo  Prefident  of  this  body,  preached  a  fermon  upon  the 
benefit  of  the  inftitution.  The  fermon  was  delivered  in  Brattle  Street 
Church,  and  a  collection  made.  In  the  year  17959  Dr.  Thacher  preach- 
ed the  fermon  which  was  printed  with  fome  account  of  the  inftitution. 

At  the  laft  Convention  of  Minifters  the  Doctor  was  moderator,  and 
delivered  the  Conc'w  ad  Clerum>  May  27,  1802.  It  Was  a  folemn  and  af- 
fecting fermon,  and  by  his  manner  of  addreffing  the  Brethren  he  feemed 
to  have  fome  premonition  that  his  departure  was  at  hand.  His  lungs 
had  been  affected  fome  time,  but  his  friends  indulged  the  hope  of  a  re- 
turn of  health,  to  which  journies  in  the  pleafant  feafon  apparently  con- 
tributed. During  the  fummer  his  pulmonary  complaints  increafed,  and 
he  was  unable  to  preach  more  than  half  the  day.  His  people  were  rea- 
dy to  eafe  him  of  his  labours  every  way  in  their  power,  and  when  the 
phyficians  recommended  the  milder  air  of  the  fouthern  ftates,  they 
cheerfully  defrayed  the  expenfe  of  the  voyage.  Their  charity  flowed 
from  the  heart,  and  their  conduct  did  honour  to  their  feelings,  and  to 
the  caufe  of  religion  and  humanity.  He  failed  from  Bofton,  in  the 
month  of  November,  for  Savannah,  and  died  on  the  16th  of  December 
in  that  city. 

Note. — The  father  and  grand-father  of  Dr.  Thacher  had  been  preachers  of 
the  gofpel  before  they  entered  other  profeffions.  An  old  lady  of  Milton,  who 
lately  died,  aged  85,  recollected  hearing  fermons  from  Thachers  of  five  genera- 
tions in  direct  fuccemon  :  Mr.  Thacher  of  Milton  ;  his  fon,  and  grandfon  Ox- 
enbridge ;  the  late  Dr.  Thacher,  and  his  fon  the  minifter  of  Lynn  ;  befide  col- 
lateral branches  of  the  family.  The  elder  Oxenbridge  preached  the  firft  fermon 
that  was  delivered  to  the  fettlers  at  Punkapog,  now  Stoughton.  One  of  the  old 
fettlers  of  the  place,  in  a  kind  of  rapture,  addreffed  Rev.  T.  Thacher  of  Ded- 
ham,  upon  hearing  him  preach — "  Your  grand-father  Oxenbridge  was  the  firft 
man  that  brought  a  bible  among  us.,J 

We  regret  not  having  room  for  a  Lift  of  Dr.  Thacher's  Publications.  For 
thefe  vid.  Mr.  Emerfon's  Funeral  Sermon. 
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